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Proceedings    and    Debates 

OF    THE    HONOURABLE 

HOUSE   of    COMMONS 

O  F    T  H  E 
FOURTH     SESSION  ,      ^ 

O  F    T  H  E 
Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britam. 

This  S^JJion  was  opened  at  Wellminfler,  on  the  loth 
Day  of  January  1^6^^  hy  his  Majejly^  with  th$ 
following  Speech  from  the  'throne. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

<  ripMIE  fituation  of  affairs  both  at  home  ^"d ^J»^^"^«'^ 

*  X     abroad,  has  enabled  me  to  allow  you  that   ^^^  ' 

*  recefs,  which  has  been  ufual  in  times  of  public 

*  tranquillity, 

•  I  have  now  the  fatisfadlion  to  inform  you,  that 
^  I  have  agreed  with  my  good  brother  the  king 

*  of  Denmark^  to  cement  the  union  which  has  long 

*  fubfifted  between  the  two  crowns,  by  the  marri- 

*  age  of  the  Prince  Royal  oi Denmark  with  my  fifter 

*  the  Priacefs  Caroline  Matilda^  which  is  to  be 

*  folemniz'd  as  foon  as  their  refpedlive  ages  will 

*  permit."     [The  Prince  Royal  of  D^^m^r^^,  C^n/- 

VoL,  Vn.  B  tian. 
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tiaft^  was  born  January  29,  1746  ;  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  Caroline  Matilda^  July  22,    1751. 

'  I  oblcrve  with  pleafure,  that  the  events  which 

*  have  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  year, 
'  give  us  reafon  to  hope  for  the  duration  of  that 
'  peace,  which  has    been  fo  happily  eftablifhed, 

*  and  which  itis  my  refolucion  ftridly  to  maintain. 

*  The  courts  of  France  and  Spain  have  given  me 
'  frefli  aflurances  of  their  good  difpofitions.     The 

*  future  quiet  of  the  empire  has  been  confirmed 

*  by  the  unanimous  choiceof  afuccefTor  to  theim- 

*  perial  dignity ;  and  the  peaceable  election  of 
'  the  King  oi  Poland^  has  prevented  thofe  fatal 
'  confequences,    which,     upon   fimiiar  occafions, 

*  have  fo  frequently  been  dellrudtive  to  the  repofe 

*  of  Europe,  I  am  happy,  therefore,  to  meet  my 
'  parliament  at  a  time  when   no  foreign   difturb- 

*  ances  interrupt  their  confultations,  for  the  inter- 

*  nal  good  order  and  profperity  of  my  kingdoms. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  I  ftali  afk  of  you,  for  the  current  fervice  of 
^  the  year,  no  other  fupplies,   than  fuch  as  arc 

*  neceflary  for   thofe  eftablilhments,  which  hav« 

*  already  met  with  your  approbation ;  and  I  will 
'  order  the  proper  eflimates  for  this  purpofe  to  be 

*  laid  before  you. 

'  I  muft,  however,  earneftly  recommend  to  you 

*  the  continuance  of  that  attention,  which  you 
'  have  hitherto  (hewn,  for  the  improvement  of  the 

*  public  revenue,  and  the  diminution  of  thenati- 
'  onal  debt.     For  thefe   defirable  and    neceffary 

*  ends,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  you  will  purfue  e^ 

*  very  proper   meafure,    which  the  ftate  of  my 

*  dominions,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
'  may  require. 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  experience  which  I  have  had  of  your  for- 

*  mer  condud  makes  me  rely  on  your  wifdom,  and 

*  firmnefs,  in  promoting  that  obedience  to  the  laws, 
'  and  refpedt  to   the  legiflative  authority   of  this 

*  kingdom,   which  is  elTentially  neceflary  for  the 

*  fafety  of  the  whole  •,    and    in  eftablifhing  fuch 

*  regulations,  as  may  bed  connect  and  ftrengthen 

*  every  part  of  my  dominions^  for  their  mutual 

*  benefit  and  fupport. 

*  The  affedtion  which  I  bear  to  my  people,  ex- 

*  cites  my  earned  wifhes,  that  every  feflion  of  par- 

*  liament  may  be  diflinguiihed  by  fome  plans  for 

*  the  public    advantage,  and    for  their  relief  from 

*  thofe  difficulties,   which   an  expenfive  war  has 

*  brought  upon  them.     My  concurrence  and  en^ 
'  couragement  fhall  never  be  wanting  where  their 

*  welfare  is  concerned  :   And  I  truft,   that  for  the 

*  attainment  of  that  great  objedt,   you  will  pro- 
*^  ceed  with  temper,  unanimity,  and  difpatch.' 

ne  Commons  agreed  unanmoufly  to  the  following 
Addrefs, 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  We,  your  Majeily's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

*  fubjedts,  the   Commons   of  Great  Britain^    in 

*  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your 

*  Majefty  the  moft  humble  thanks  of  this  Houfe, 

*  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  Permit    us,    at  the  fame  time,    to   offer  to 

*  your  Majefty  our  dutiful  congratulations  upon 

*  the  marriage  agreed  to  be  folemnized,  between 
'  the  Prince   Royal  of  Denmark   and  her  Royal 

*  Highnefs   the  Princels  Caroline  Matilda^  as  foon 

*  as  their  refpedtive  ages  will  permit;  which  happy 

*  union  could  ROt  but  be  moft  pleafing  to  your 
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faithful  Commons,  as  it  muil  tend  to  cement 
and   ftrengthen   the    ancient    alliance     between 
the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain  and  Denmark^  and 
thereby  add  fecurity  to  the  Proteftant  religion. 
*  We  beg  leave  alfo  to  declare  our  fatisfadion 
at  thofe  events  of  the  laft  year,  which  promifed 
the  continuance  of  the  peace,   fo  happily   efta- 
blillied  and  maintained  by  your  Majefty's  wife  and 
fteady  conduct ;   and  to  exprefs  our  hopes,  that 
the  frefli  aflurances,   which  have  been  given  by 
the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain^  of  their  good 
difpofition,  the  unanimous  choice  ofafuccefTor 
to  the  Imperial   throne,   and  the    undifturbed 
eledion  of  the  king  of  Poland^   will  fecure  and 
confirm  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe.    In 
this  fituation^   we  think  ic  our  duty  to  give  our 
particular  attention  to  fuch  regulations,  as  will 
moft  efFedually  promote  the  internal  good  or- 
der and  profperity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
'  Your  Majefly  may  be  affured  that  we  will  with 
chearfulnefs  and  difpatch,  raife  fuch  fupplies  as 
ihall  be  found  neceflary  for  the  current  fervice  ot 
the  year :    And  being  thoroughly  fenfible  of  your 
Majefty's  paternal  concern  for  the  relief  and  wel- 
fare of  your   people^   in  recommending  to  U4 
the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
the  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  on  which 
the  future  fafety  of  Great  Britain  muft  depend  ; 
we  will  apply  ourfelves  with  the  utmoft  zeal  and 
afliduiry,  to  carry  into  execution  every  proper 
meafure  which  may  contribute  to  thefe  great  and 
falutary  purpofes,  and  which  the  ftate  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's dominions,  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
times  require. 

'  We  acknowledge,  with  the  livelieft  gratitude, 
'  the  gracious  expreflions  of  your  Majefty's  tender 
•  affection,  and  of  your  conftant  care,  for  the  mii- 
^  tual  benefit  and  fupport  of  all  your  fubjeds. 
'  And  we  allure  your  Majefty,  that,  animated  with 

•  thefe 
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^  thefe  fentiments,  we  will  endeavour  to  deferve 

*  the  confidence  which  your  Majefty  is  plcafed  to 
'*•  repole  in  us,  by  purfuing  every  plan  which  fliall 

*  appear  to  us  to  be  calculated  for  the  public  ad- 

*  vantage  j  and  will  proceed  therein  with  that  tem- 
'  per  and  firmnefs,  which  will  beft  conciliate  and 
'  enfure  due  fubmifTion  to  the  laws,  and  reverence 
'  to  the  legiflative  authority  of  Great  Britain, 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had 
on  "Tuefday^  the  28th  day  of  that  inftant  J^w^^rj, 
received  from  Vice-admiral  Cornijh  the  following 
letter,  in  return  to  the  thanks  of  the  Houle, 
fignified  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience  to 
their  commands  of  the  19th  of  Aprils  lyS^, 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Cuft,  Bart.  Speaker  of 
the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons, 
'SIR, 
*  The  honour  of  your  letter,  inclofing  the  moft 

*  valuable  teftimony  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of 

*  Commons,   in  favour  of  my   condu6h,  in  affift- 

*  ing  the  redu6lion  of  Manila.,  and  the  Philippine 

*  iflands,  with  his  Majefty's  forces  under  my  com- 

*  mand,  was  not  received  till  the  15th  of  Juguji 

*  laft  •,  it  did  not  reach  India  till  after  my  depar- 
'  ture,  and  confequently  could  not  come  to  my 
'  hand,  but  by  being  fent  back  to  England. 

'  But  this  delay  has  no  power  to  diminifh  the 

*  fatisfadion  which  every  honed  man  mud  receive 

*  from  the  approbation  of  that  honourable  Houfe, 

*  which  represents  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain, 
^  I  can  pretend  only  to  the  merit  of  intending 
'  well,  and  in   that  intention  I  hope  this  illuftri- 

*  ous  diflindion  will  encourage  me  to  perfevere. 

*  — To  you.  Sir,  I  lliall  always  ackr^owledge  my 
'  obligations  for  your  kind  attention,  and  hope, 
f  always  to  retain  the  honour  of  being, 

'  Sir,  Your  moft  obliged,  moft 

'  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant 
Parliament -fir  eet^  Jan.  8.176/:,  '  S,  CoRi?  i  s  h. 
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On  the  I  ith  it  was  refolved,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  h^  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  diredlions  for  laying  before 
the  Houfe  an  account  of  fuch  proceedings  as  have 
been  had  fince  the  2 6th of  M^r^i?,  i764,inpiirfuance 
of  fo  much  of  an  ad  of  parliament  pafTed  in  the  12  th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  I.  intitled,  *  An 

*  adtforthe  improvement  of  his  Majefly's  revenues 

*  of  the  cuftoms,  excife,  and  inland  duties,  as  im- 
'  powered  the  Lord  High  Treafurer,  or  the  Com- 
'  miffioners  of  the  Treafury  for  the  time  being* 

*  to  treat  with  the  proprietors  of  the  I/le  of  Man^ 

*  for  the  abfolute  purchafe  or  fale,  releafe  or  fur- 

*  render,  of  the  faid  iQe  to  the  Grown.' 

On  the  T4tb,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe^ 
that  his  Majefty^  having  been  attended  on  Saturday 
laft  with  their  addrefs^  was  pleafed  to  give  this  mofi 
gracious  anfwer : 

*  Gentlemen^ 

*  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  tl^is  very  dutiful 
'  and  affectionate  addrefs  j  and  I  receive  with  the 
'  greateft  pleafure  your   congratulations  on   the 

*  marriage  agreed  to  be  folemnifed  between  the 
'  Prince  Royal  of  Denmark  and  my  filter  the  Prin- 
'  cefs  Caroline  Matilda.     My  conftant  endeavour 

*  fliall  be  employed  to  preferve  the  public  tran- 

*  quillity,  to  fecure  the  rights,  ^nd  promote  the 

*  happinefs  of  my  people.* 

On  the  i^th^  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ac- 
quainted the  Houfe ^  that  he  had  a  mefjage  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  figned  by  him  \  and  he  prefented  the  fame  to 
the  Houfe  ^  and  it  %vas  read  by  Mr.  Speaker^  and  is 
as  folkwethy  viz. 

^GEORGE 


A.  1765-        DEBATES.  j* 

'  GEORGE   R. 

*  His  Majefty,  having  received  from  the  am- 
'  baflador  of  the  Molt  Chriftian  King,  a  de- 
'  claration,  made  by  order  of  his  Court,  con- 
'  taining  a  propofal   for    the   more  fpeedy   fettle- 

*  mentof  the  accounts  concerning  tiie  fubfiftence 

*  and  maintenance  of  prifoners  of  war,  and  for 

*  the  difcharge  of  the  balance  due  thereon,  is  de- 

*  firous,  as  the  Parliament  is  now  fitting,  to  know 
^  the  fenfe  of  his  faithful  Commons,  before  he  takes 

*  his  final  refolution   upon  this  fubjed ;   and   has 

*  therefore  ordered  a  copy  of  the  abovementioned 

*  declaration,    together  with  the  accounts  referred 

*  to  therein,  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons.' 

Then  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefejit- 
cd  to  the  Houfe,  by  his  Majefty's  command. 

Copy  of  a  declaration,  made  by  order  of  his 
Mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  containing-  a  propofal  for 
the  more  fpeedy  fettiement  of  the  accounts  con- 
cerning the  fubfiftence  and  maintenance  of  prifo- 
ners of  war;  and  for  the  difcharge  of  the  balance 
due  thereon,  dated  the  ^th  of  January,  1765,  and 
tranllation  •,   and  alfo. 

Copy  of  an  account  delivered  by  order  of  his 
Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  beii^g  a  ftate  of  the  ex- 
pence  for  the  maintenance  and  fubfiftence  of  EngUJh 
prifoners  of  war,  who  were  detained  in  France  dur- 
ing the  late  war;  and  at  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe^ 
during  the  year  1765  •,   and  tranflation;    and  alfo, 

A  paper,  intitled,  '  Articles  whereon  the  charge      ' 
'  of   121,990/.    IS.   id.  mentioned  in  the  general 
^  abftrad  of  fgbfifting  French  prifoners  of  war,  to 

*  the  nth  of  November y  1762,  was  incurred  ;'  and 
alfo  ' 

Account,  ftiewing  the  charge   of  maintaining 
and  fupporting  French  prifoners  of  war,  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's dominions  at  home  and  abroad,  between  the 
i4th  oi05loher  1755,  and  wih  of  November^  ^7^^, 
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diftinguifliing  the  expcnces  of  fubfifting  thofe  con- 
fined in  prifons,  in  hofpitals^  and  on  parole  refpec- 
tively,  and  the  number  who  have  been  fubfiiled 
daily  on  an  average  in  each  year,  during  the  time 
above-mentioned;  with  an  abftradt  of  the  total 
charge,  and  the  eflimated  expence  of  maintaining 
and  fupporting  for  one  week,  or  one  day,  the 
number  of  prifoners  remaining  in  England  at  the 
time  this  account  ends. 

On  the  I  6th,  it  was  refolved,  7iem.  con,  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majeily,  to  re- 
turn the  unfeigned  thanks  of  the  Houfe  for  his 
moft  gracious  mefTage  of  the  15th  \  and  to  re- 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,  that,  having  taken  into 
their  confideration  the  flate  and  nature  of  the  ac- 
counts communicated  to  the  Houfe  by  hisMajeftv, 
and  the  dilHculties  and  delay  which  mud  neceffari- 
iy  attend  a  complete  liquidation  of  them,  they  were 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  moft  advife- 
able  for  his  Majefty  to  accept  the  propofal  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  made  by  the  French  am- 
bafTador,  for  the  more  fpeedy  fatisfadion  of  his 
Majefty'sjdem.and»  upon  account  of  the  fubfiftence 
and  maintenance  of  the  French  prifoners  of  war. 

On  the  2 2d  it  was  refolved,  that  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  poor  are,  in  many  refpeds  defedlive. 

That  the  prefent  method  of  regulating  the  poor 
by.  annual  parochial  officers,  in  feparate  parift.es 
and  townftiips,  is,  in  general,  inefFedlual  for  their 
proper  relief  and  employment. 

That  the  prefent  methods  of  applying  the  fums 
raifed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  are,  in  general, 
grievous  to  their  refpedive  parifhes,  and  of  per- 
nicious cfFedts  to  the  public. 

That  the  employment  of  the  able  poor,  in  fuch 
works  as  may  be  fuited  to  their  ftrength  and  capa- 
city, will  be  very  beneficial  to  the  kingdom. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  competent  number 
pf  diftridts,  throughout  England  and  Wales^  by  au- 
thority 
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thority  of  Parliament,  with  proper  powers  for 
uniting  and  incorporating  the  feveral  parifiies^ 
townfhips,  and  places,  in  each  •,  and  the  eftabhlli-. 
ing  a  proper  hpfpital,  workhouie,  and  houfe  of 
corre<5lion,  in  e^ch  diftricl,  under  the  manage-^ 
ment  of  governors,  directors,  or  truftees,  to  be 
fpecially  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  will  be  the  moft 
eafy  and  effedual  method  for  relieving  the  impo- 
tent, employing  the  induftrious,  and  reforming 
the  vicious  poor. 

On  the  23d.  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  their  addrefs  of  the 
2ift  (to  return  the  unfeigned  thanks  of  the  Houfe^ 
fer  his  Majefty's  moil,  gracious  meflage,  ^c.)  had 
been  prefented  to  his  Majefty ;  and  that  his  Majef- 
ty  was  pleafed  to  receive  the  fame  very  graciouHy, 
and  to  fay  he  would  give  the  proper  orders  for  fig- 
nifying  to  the  court  of  France  his  acceptance  of  the 
propolal  contained  in  the  French  ambaffador's  de^ 
claration. 

On  the  29th  oi  January  the  queftion  rejatlng  to 
General  Warramts  was  refamed.  Sir  William  Mere* 
iith  moved  to  refolve, 

'  That  a  General  Warrant  for  apprehending  the 

*  authors,  printers,  or  publifliers  of  a  libel,  toge- 

*  thcr  with  their  papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law, 

*  and  is  an  high  violation   of  the  hberty  of  the 
'  fubjed.'     _ 

It  was  fupported  with  the  fame  arguments  as 
before,  with  fome  retort  upon  the  adminiftration, 
that  the  queftion  was  not  now  fuh  judice  in  the 
a6lion  brought  by  Mr.  Wilkes  againft  Lord  Hali^ 
favi  \  for  Mr.  Wilkes  being  outlawed,  that  action 
could  not  be  tried.  The  miniftry,  however,  ftill 
infifted  that  the  queftion  was  fuh  judice  •,  particu- 
larly in  the  cafes  between  the  printers  and  the  mef- 
fengers,  where  bills  of  exceptions  had  been 
brought,  and  which  were  not  yet  argued.  There 
was  fallacy  in  this  argum.ent  j  as  thofe  bills  of  ex- 

4  ccptions 
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ceptions  did  not  touch  the  legality  of  the  war- 
rant. It  is  true,  the  court  of  King's  Bench  did, 
feveral  months  afterwards,  when  Tome  of  thofc 
bills  of  exceptions  came  to  be  argued,  folemnly 
condemn  the  warrant ;  but  that  queflion  was  not 
ftriftly  before  them,  and  they  need  not  have  done 
it,  had  they  not  been  fo  inclined.  The  Minif- 
try  likewife  infilled,  that  the  delay  in  obtaining 
this  determination  in  the  courts  below,  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  folicitor  for  the  profecutors  ; 
and  they  dwelt  particularly,  upon  the  impropri- 
ety, as  they  called  it,  of  one  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment  only,  coming  to  a  refolution  upon  a  point 
of  law;  that  fuch  refolution  was  no  fecurity  to 
liberty,  that  it  was  ineffedtual  as  to  the  purpofe  in- 
tended, and  that  it  would  be  nugatory  in  a  plead- 
ing in  WeftminJier^Hall,  the  judges  there  being 
bound  to  follow  the  law  as  made  by  the  three  ef- 
taties,  and  not  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  alone.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Dr. 
Hay  narrowed  the  queflion,  by  propofing  the  fol- 
lowing amendment ;    *  That  in  the  particular  cafe 

*  of  libels,  it  is  proper  and  necelTary  to  fix,  by  a 
^  vote  of  this  Houfe  only,  what  ought  to  be  deem- 

*  ed  the  law,  in  refpe6t  of  General  Warrants ;  and 

*  for  that  purpofe,  at  the  time  when  the  determi- 
?  nation  of.  the  legality  of  fuch  warrants,  in  the 

*  inftance  of  a  moft  feditious  and  treafonable  libel, 
^  is  adually  depending  before  the  courts  of  law, 

*  for  this  Houfe  to  declare  that  a  General  War- 

*  rant  for  apprehending  th€  authors,  printers   or 

*  publifhers,  of  a  libel,  together  with   their  pa- 

*  pers,  is  not  warranted  by  law,  and  is  an  high 
^  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  •,'  which 
occafioned  a  long  debate.  At  length  the  queftion 
was  put,  whether  the  amendment  (hould  be  pre- 
fixed to  the  queftion.  The  Houfe  divided,  224. 
for  it,  and  184  againft  it. 

The 


A.  1765.        DEBATES.  11 

The  queftion  fo  amended  was  then  put,  and  with- 
out a  fecond  divifion  pafled  in  the  negative.  This 
debate  lafted  till  5  o'  clock  in  the  morning.  Mr, 
Pitt  was  not  able  to  attend  it,  being  confined  to 
his  bed  by  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout. 

Refolutions  of  the  Committee  of  fupply^  agreed  to  ly 
the  Houfe, 
January  22,  I,      s,        d. 

T.  That  16000  men  be 
employed  for  fea  fervice  for 
1765,  including  4287  marines 
2.  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing 4/.  per  man  per  month  be 
allowed  for  maintaining  them, 
including  ordnance  for  fea  fer^ 
vice  -        •  ^        -   832000    Q    o 

January  24. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land- 
forces,  including  2628  inva- 
lids, amounting  to  1 742  i  ef- 
fective men,  commifiion  and 
non-commiflion  officers  inch]-  ' 
ded,  be  employed  for  1765                                   i 

2.  That  for  defraying  the  >; 
charge  of  this  ;iumber  of  ef- 
fedtive  men,  for  guards,  gar- 
rifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's 
land-forces  in  Great  Britain^ 
Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for  1765, 
there  be  granted  to  bis  Majefty 
a  fum  not  exceeding                        608130     io    7 

3.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jefty's forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations,  including  thofe 
in  garrifon  at  Minorca  and 
Gibraltar^  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  Amtri* 


^ 


fZ^  Parliamentary     A.  1765, 

ca^  Nova  Scotia^  Newfoundland^       l.  s,     d, 

Gibraltar^  and  the  ceded  iQands 
for  1765  3 S 7502     3  Hi 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  difference  of  pay  be- 
tween the  Britfjh  and  Irijb  e- 
itablifhmcntsbf  five  regiments 
of  foot,  ferving  at  Gibraltar, 
Minorca, ^2Lnd  the  ceded  iflands 

for  1461;  6346     3     s 

5.  For  the  pay  of  the  gene- 
ral and  general  ftafF-officers  in 

Great  Britain  for  ly 6^  11 291,    S     6 

6.  To  enable  hisMajefty  to 
defray  the  charge  of  the  fub- 
fidies  due  to  the  duke  of 
J5r^;^yw/Vy^5  purfuant  to  treaties, 

for  1765  10343    16     f 

7.  Upon  account  towards 
defraying  the  charge  of  out- 
penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital, 

for  1765  109x07  J 8     4 

8.  For  the  paying  of  pen  fions 
to  the  widows  of  fuch  reduced 
officers  of  the  land-forces  and 
marines  as  died  upon  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  half-pay  in  Great 
Britain,  and  who  were  married 
to  them  before  25th  December 

3716,  for  1765  1664    o     © 

9.  Upon  account  of  the  re^ 
duced  officers  of  the  land- 
forces  and  marines,  for  1765     135^06  12     6 

I  o.  For  defraying  the  charge 
for  allowances  to  the  fcveral 
officers  and  private  gentlemen  ■ 

of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards,  and  regiment  of  horfe 
reduced,  and  to  the  fuperan- 

nu^ted 
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nuated  gentlemen  of  the  four  /.         s,    d. 

troops  of  horfe   guards,    for 

1765  2361   14     ft 

11.  For  the  charge  of  the 
office   of  ordnance  for    land 

fervice,  for  1765  174^73  15   J® 

12.  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  fervices  performed 
by  the  office  of  ordnance  for 
land  fervice,  and  not  provided 

for  in  1764  55519   10     7 

■  !■   i        I  ■  I  .  I  ■   1      I  II  I    .  W0\ 

150254.7  14  81^ 

January  2%.  '   >■  ->— ■ ^ 

I .  For  the  ordnary  of  the  na- 
vy, including  half  pay  to  fea 
and  marine  officers,  tor  1765      407734  11,3 

2. Upon  account  to  be  appli- 
ed by  the  governors  of  Green- 
wich -hofpital  for  the  fupporc 
and  relief  of  feamen  worn  out 
and  become  decrepit  in  the  fer- 
vice of  their  country,  who  fhall 
not  be  provided  for  within  faid 
hofpital  50CO     o     0 

3.  Towards  the  buildings, 
rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  the 
navy,  for  1765  200000     o    o 


612734  II     3 


Fehrmry  5. 
For  defraying  the  extraor- 
dinary expences  of  the  land- 
forces  and  other  fervices  in- 
curred between  the  24th  of 
December  1 7 ^3 ,  and  the  2  5  th  of 
December  1764,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  404496     7     6 

March 


H 
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s. 


1765, 
d. 


1500000     o    o 


800000    o    o 


March  i2»  /. 

Towards  difcharging  bills 
payable  in  courfe  of  the  na- 
vy and  vidualling  offices,  and 
for  tranfports 

March  1 8. 

1,  For  paying  off  and  dif- 
charging the  exchequer  bills 
made  out  by  an  adt  of  the  pre- 
ceding* feflion,  and  charged 
upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  grant- 
ed in  this  feflion 

2.  To  be  applied   towards 
finiQiing  and  compleating  the 
works  for  improving,   widen- 
ing and  enlarging  the  pailage    . 
over    and     through     London 

bridge       -  -  7000    o    o 

807000    o    o 
March  19. 

1.  Upon  account, for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
cloathing  of  the  militia,  for 
one  year,  beginning  the  25th 

oi March  i']b^  Sooco    ©    © 

2,  To  replace  to  the  fink- 
ing fund,  the  like  fum  paid 
out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  deficiency,  on  the  5th  of 
^uly  1764,  of  the  feveral  rates 
and  duties  upon  offices  and 
penfions,  and  upon  houfes, 
and  upon  windows  or  lights, 
which  were  made  a  fund,  by 
an  ad  of  the  thirty-firft  of  his 
late  Majefty,  for  paying  an- 
nuities at  the  bank,  in  refpe6t 

©f 
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of  five  millions  borrowed,  to-  /. 

wards  the  fupply  of  1758  48176 

3.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency, 
on  the  loth  of  O^oher  1764, 
of  the  feveral  additional  duties 
upon  wines  imported,  and  cer- 
tain duties  upon  cyder  and 
perry,  which  were  made  a  fund, 
by  an  a6t  of  the  third  of  his 
Majefty,  for  paying  annuities 
in  refpedi:  of  1:3 500000/.  bor- 
rowed towards  the  fupply 
of  1763. 

4.  To  replace  to  ditto, 
the  like  fum  ifTued  thereout, 
for  paying. annuities  after  the 
rate  of  4/.  fer  cent,  for  the 
year  ending  the  i(^\}cioi  Sep- 
tember 1764,  granted  in  re- 
fpedl  of  certain  navy,  vidu- 
alling  and  tranfport  bills,  and 
ordnance  debentures,  delivered 
in  and  cancelled,  purfuant  to 
ad  of  the  third  of  his  prefent 
Majefty. 


5, 


March  26. 

1.  To  make  good  the  defici- 
ency of  the  grants  for  1764 

2.  On  account  towards  aflift- 
ing  his  Majefty  to  grant  a  rea- 
fonable  fuccour  in  money  to 
the  Landgrave  of  Hej[e  Cajfely 
purfuant  to  treaty 

3.  On  account,  for  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  ci- 
vil 


d. 


15 


497442,  I  2\ 


139342  3  4 
317260  5  6 


249660  4  10 


50000  O  Q 
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vi\  t6:sb\\(hmcnt  of  Nova  Sco-  1,       s.    d. 

tia^  tor  1765  4911  14  II 

4.  Upon  account  of  fundry 
cxpences  for  the  fervice  of  No- 
va Scotia  in  the  years  1750, 
175 i»i752»  17^2,  1763,  and 

not  provided  for  7060    o    ^ 

5.  Upon  account  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  ci- 
vil eftablifliment  of  Georgia, 
and  other  incidental  cxpences 
attending  the   fame,  from  24 

June  1764,  to  24  June  iy6^  3966     o     6| 

6.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  ci- 
vil eftablifhment  of  Eaji  Flo- 
rida,  and  other  incidental  cx- 
pences attending  the  fame, 
from    24  June  1764,    to  24 

June  1765         -         -  5200    o    4 

7.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
eftablifliment  of  f^ej}  Florida, 
and  other  incidental  expences 
attending  the  fame,  from  24 

June  1764,' to  i^June  iy6^        520O     o     o 

8.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  expence  attending  ge- 
neral furveys  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions  in  North  Ar/ierica, 

for  1765  -  -  1601   14    o 

9.  Towards  building  a  La- 
zaret       -  r  r  5000    o    o 


March  28.  ' 

I.  That  one  fourth  part  of 

the  capital  flock  of  annuities, 

after 


Z'i'^SZ^  13    9 
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after   the  rate  of  4/.  per  cent,  U        s,     d, 

per  ann,  granted  in  refped  of 
certain  navy,  vidlnalling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance 
debentures,  delivered  in  and 
cancelled,  purfuant  to  an  ad 
of  the  third  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty's  reign,  be  redeemed  and 
paid  off  on  the  25th  oi Decem- 
ber next,  after  difcharging  the 
intereft  then  payable  in  refpedl 
of  the  fame. 

2.  For  enabling  his  Majefty 
to  redeem    and  pay   off  one 
fourth  part  of  the  capital  flock 
of  the  faid  annuities  870888     5     5!: 

April  2. 

1.  Upon  account,  towards 
difcharging  fuch  unfatisfied 
claims  and  demands,  for  ex- 
pences  incurred  during  the 
late  war  in  Germany^  as  appear 
to  be  due  by  the  reports 
of  the  commiffioners,  appoint- 
ed by  his  Majefty,  for  examin- 
ing   and  dating  fuch  claims 

and  demands  -  -.      248259  ^s     4 

2.  Upon  account,  out  of  the 
monies  remaining  to  be  ap- 
plied of  the  exceedings  of  the 
feveral  fums  provided  by  par- 
liament for  fundry  fervices, 
and  of  the  monies  that  have 
been  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  paymafter  general,  by  con- 
tradlors  and  others,  to  the 
2'^(\o{  March  iy()§,  towards 
difcharging    fuch     unfatisfied 

claims  and  demands         -  251740     o     y 

Vol.  VII.        C  3.  For 
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3.  For  paying  a  bounty  for  /.       j.      d. 
1765,  of  2 J.   6d.  per  day,   to 

fifteen  chaplains,  and  of  2j.  ^^r 
day,  to  fifteen  more  chaplains, 
who  have  ferved  longeft  on 
board  his  Majefly's  fbips  of 
war  5  provided  it  appears  by 
the  books  of  the  faid  fhips, 
that  they  have  been  aduallj 
borne  and  muftered  thereon, 
for  the  fpace  of  four  years,  dur- 
ing the  late  war  with  France, 
and  Spain  ;  and  provided  like- 
wife,  that  fuch  chaplains  do 
nor  enjoy  the  benefit  of  fome 
ecclefiaftical  living,  or  prefer- 
ment from  the  crown,  or  other- 
wife,  of  the  prefent  annual  va- 
lue of  50/.  -  -  1 23 1   1 7     6 

4.  Upon  account,   towards 
enabling  the    governors    and 
guardians    of    the  Foundling 
Hofpital,  to  maintain  and  edu- 
cate, or  to  place  out  as  appren- 
tices,  fuch   children   as    were 
received  into  the  faid  hofpital, 
on  or  before  the  23th  oi  March 
1 760,  from  the  3 1 ft  of  Decern- 
3^r  1764,  exclufivetothe  3ifl 
of  December  1763,  inclufive^ 
and  that  the  fame  be  iiTued 
and  applied,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
faid  hofpital,    without  fee  or 
reward,     or     any    dcdud:iori 

whatfoever  -        .        •  38000  o    p 


539231   17     6 


Jpril 
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April  20.  /.       J.     d, 

1.  To  be  employed  in  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa  and 
putting  the  faid  forts  into  bet- 
ter repair  -  -  13000  o    o 

2.  For  building  a  block- 
houfe  at  or  near  Cape  Appollonia^ 

on  the  coaft  of  y^nV^         -  7000  o     0 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  three  independent  com- 
panies of  foot,  to  be  raifed  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice,  on  th© 
coaft  of  Jfrica  -,  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  fame;  from 
the  25th  oi  December  1764,  to 
the  24th  of  December  1765, 
both    days    inclufive;    being 

365  days         -  -  6491   17     4  f 

4.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  a  civil  efta- 
bliftiment,  upon  that  part  of 
the  coaft  of  4^r/V^,  fituate  be- 
tween the  port  of  Salke^  in 
South  Barbary,  and  Cape  Rcnge^ 

for  1765         -         -         -  55O0  o     o 


31991   17  4  » 

May  7.  _— , 

j.  To  make  good  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  like  fum  which  has 
been  iflued  by  his  Majefty's 
orders  in  purfuance  of  the  ad- 
drefles  of  this  houfe       -         -  a 400  o     O^ 

2,  To  enable  his  Majefty  to 

give  a  proper  compenfation  to 

the  government  of  the  ifland 

of  Bariadoes^  for  the  affiftance 

C  2  given 
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""^^  given  by  them  to  his  Majefty's 
forces,  under  Major  General 
Monckiotiy  in  the  expedition 
againft  Martinico         -        -  loooo  o     o 


12400  o     o 


Sum   total  of  the  fupplies?  ^ 

granted  in  this  feffion  S       ^7^090  13   o 

Refolutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

January  24. 

That  the  annual  malt  duty  be  continued  from 
the  23d  of  7//;/^,  ^l^St  to  the  24th  dijum^  J-y^^y 
750Q00/. 

January  29. 

That  the  land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound  be  con- 
tinued for  one  year  from  the  25th  oiMarch^  i  "jS^^ 
2037854/.  1 9 J.  lid, 

February  7. 

No  lefs  than  fifty-five  refolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee were  agreed  to  by  the  houie,  for  laying  near- 
ly the  fame  ilamp  duties  upon  the  Britijh  colonies 
in  America^2i%  are  payable  in  England  \  but  as  they 
were  afterwards  formed  into  a  bill,  and  the  bill 
palTed  into  a  law,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  infert  them 
here  *,  therefore  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  by  the 
laft  ir  was  refoved,  that  all  the  faid  duties  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  his  Majetty's  Exchequer  ;  and 
there  referved,  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  difpofed 
of  by  parliament,  towards  further  defraying  the 
necefiary  expences  of  defending,  protefling,  and 
fecuring  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations*. 

•As  thefe  refolutions  were'the  foundation  of  the  famous  Stamp 
A6V,it  will  not.be  improper  to  take  notice  of  a  particular  circwm- 
rtance  relative  to  them  j  and  of  part  of  the  argument,  which 
waa  urged  without  doors  (for  very  little  was  faid  withir)  for  and 
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February  i6, 
I.  Thatfor  the  better  fupply  of  our  export  trade 
to  Africa^  with  fuch  coarle  printed  calicoes  and 

other 

again/  that  meafure,    a«  extracted  from  the  papers  and  pam- 
phlets publiihed  at  the  rime. 

"  The  firft  and  great  principle  of  all  government,  and  of  all 
fociety,  is,  that  fupport  is  due  in  return  for  protedion  j  that  every 
fubje6V  (hould  contribute  to  the  common  defence,  in  which  his 
own  is  included.  }^am  neque  quies  gentium  fine  armis^  neque  arma 
fine  Jiipendiisy  neque  fiipendia  fine  tributis  haberi  queunt.  Tacit. 
Hift.  lib.  iv.  It  vpas  neceflary,  and  it  was  juft,  to  recur  to  this 
principle  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  It  was  found  necejjavy  to 
maintain  upwards  of  10,000  men  for  the  defence  of  our  colonies  ; 
an  expence  of  bettvcen  3  and  400,000/.  per  ann.  great  part  of 
which  was  entirely  new,  was,  on  that  account,  to  be  incurred, 
it  wTisjuJi  that  the  colonies  which  had  profited  fo  much  by  the  war, 
whofe  interefts,  commerce  and  fecuriry  had  been  the  firft  ohjefls 
ci  the  peace  \  and  of  whofe  ability  to  bear  at  leaft  fome  propor- 
tion of  that  new  expence  there  neither  was  nor  is  any  reafon  to  ' 
doubt,  (hould  contribute  (not  to  fupport  or  to  defend  Great 
Britain  but)  about  a  third  fart  of  the  expence  necefTary  for  their 
own  defence  and  protection. 

*•  Upon  this  general  and  acknowledged  principle,  and  upon 
this  application  of  it,  which  was  juft  in  itfelf,  and  which  the  fi- 
tuation  of  this  country  made  necefiary,  and  which  it  might  have 
been  expe6Ved,  would  appear  neither  unreafonable  or  unpleafing 
to  an  EngUfh  ear,  the  fiamp  aSi  nvas planned.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1764,  the  propolition  of  impofing,  by  a  duty  on  ftamp«, 
a  tax  on  Americuy  in  conformity  to  uninterrupted  piecedents  for 
near  100  years,  was  made,  and  thrown  into  the  form  of  refolu' 
iions.  At  that  time  the  merits  of  this  queftion  were  opened  at 
large  5  thofe  who  have  lately  fo  loudly  allerted  the  pri%fi/ege  atfd 
exemptions  of  America  were  then  publ  ckly  called  upon  to  deny, 
if  they  thought  it  fitting,  the  right  of  the  legi Mature  to  impofc 
any  tax  either  internal  or  external  upon  that  country  :  and  not 
a  fingle  perfon  ventured  to  controvert  that  right.  A  year's  de- 
lay however  was  given,  that  any  information  might  be  received 
from  America^  with  regard  to  the  expeJien-cy  of  the  particular 
tax  propofed,  iK)t  to  permit  the  right  of  impofing  it  to  be  con- 
troverted. This  diftin(5tion  was  fully  opened  at  that  time,  and 
afterwards  explained  to  the  agents  6f  the  provinces. 

**  This  delay  was  however  abufcd  by  fome  of  the  Americant\ 
and  when,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1765,  the  plan  was  car- 
ried into  execution  by  a  bill,  feveral  petitions  from  America  w  hich 
tlenied  their  right  of  impofing  taxes  on  the  colonies^  were  prefcntcd  to 
the  Parliament^  and  were  therefore  reJeJied  ivithout  a  dit/ifion  ^  no 
one  perfon  having  been  then  found,  in  either  houfc,  who  would 
declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  America  was  not,  in  this  inftance, 
fubjeft  to  Great  Britain.  And  yet  it  has  be«n  allerted  that  this  op- 
pofiiion  would  have  been  made,  if  fome  intelligence  relating  to 
thii  matter  had  not  been  fuppreiTcd  4t  that  lime  i  as  this  was 

C  J  publickly 
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other  goods,  being  the  produfb  or  manufadure  of 
the  Eajl  Indies^  or  of  other  places  beydnd  the  Cape 

of 

publickly  faid,  the  public  is  to  be  infcrmed  of  the  fa^,  which 
was  this, 

**  On  the  nth  of  December,  1764,  the  board  of  trade  reports 
ed  to  the  king,  that  the  aflemblies  of  Mafachufefi  bay  and  Ne'W" 
York  had,  in  their  refdutions  and  froceeding$  (copies  of  which  they 
tranfmitted  with  the  report)  treated  the  ails  and  refolutions  of  the 
Jegijlature  of  Credit  Brhzm  n.vith  the  mojf  indecent  difrefpe^.  The 
privy  council  advifed  the  king,  to  gi-ve  direSiions  that  the  fame 
may  he  laid  before  Parliament,  atfuch  time  and  infuch  manner  as  his 
Majefiy  fnould  be  pleafed  to  direSi  and  af point. 

**  This  polVponed  the  laying  it  before  Parliament,  as  it  was 
meant  to  do  ;  but  it  deprived  the  Parliament  of  no  information, 
for  the  pflemblies  had  inliru6led  their  agents  here  to  prepare  pe- 
titions in  the  fame  words  ;  and  particularly  Mr.  Mauduity  the 
agent  for  MaJachufeC %  bay,  was  dire^^ed  to  draw  his  principles 
and  arguments  from  Mr.  Otis^  hock  of  The  Rights  of  the  colo- 
nies (which  had  been  reprinted  here.)  The  colonies  were  obey* 
ed.  Petitions  were  prefented,  aflerting  the  right  of  freedom 
from  taxes  impofed  by  Great-Britain^  on  the  very  grounds  of 
the  refolutions  and  proceedings  which  the  board  of  trade  had 
tranfmitted  to  the  king  ;  thefe  were  rejefted  by  Parliament,  not 
from  ignorance  of  their  contents,  but  becaufe  their  contents 
were  known  ;  becaufe  they  denied  the  power  of  Great-Brifain, 
No  information  was  withheld  therefore  by  this  delay,  the  cau(e 
of  which  was  tendernefs  to  the  colonies.  For  had  the  king  cal- 
led the  attention  of  Parliament  to  proceedings  in  which  iheir 
a6Vs  wfre  treated  with  the  moft  indecent  difrefpeB  \  their  own  dig- 
nity muft  have  drawn  from  them  votes  of  cenfure  and  feverity 
towards  the  offenders  :  and  therefore  the  miniftry,  who  were 
taking  the  proper  methods  to  form  and  enforce  the  a(5t,  which 
would  have  lufiiciently  reprefTed  the  claims  ofthe  Afnericans,  and 
etfeftually  afferted  the  dignity  and  authority  of  Great-i^ritain^ 
with- held  a  paper  which  would  have  given  no  information  but 
wljat  was  given  in  a  manner  lefs  calculated  to  irritate  mens 
minds." 

**  It  was  urged  in  favour  of  the  colonies,  that  thofe  who  fj'ft 
planted  them,  were  not  only  driven  out  of  the  mother  country 
by  perfecution,  but  had  left  it  at  their  own  rifk  and  expence  5 
that  being  thus  forfaken,  or  rather  worfe  treated,  by  her,  all 
ties,  except  thofe  common  to  mankind,  were  difiblved  between 
them  :  they  abfolved  from  all  duty  of  obedience  to  her,  as  ihe 
difpej^^fed  herfelf  from  all  duty  of  protection  to  them  j  that,  if 
they  accepted  of  any  royal  charters  ori  the  occafion,  it  was  dope 
through  mere  nece:jnity  J  and  that,  as  this  neceflTity  was  net  of 
their  own  making,  thefe  charters  could  not  be  binding  upon 
them  ;  that,  even  allowing  thefe  charters  to  be  binding,  they  were 
only  bound  thereby  to  that  allegiance,  which  the  fupreme  head 
Qi  the  realm  might  claim  iiidifcriniinately  fiooj  all  its  funj^'fls. 

•♦  That 
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of  Good  Hope^  as  are   prohibited  to  be  worn  in 
Great  Britain^  the  Eaji  India  company  be  permit- 
ted 

**  That  it  was  extremely  ahfurd,  that  they  fliould  V-t  (till 
thought  to  owe  any  Aihmifiton  to  the  legiflative  power  Qi  Great- 
Britainy  which  had  not  authority  enough  to  fliield  them  againft 
the  violences  of  the  executive  ;  and  more  ahfurd  ftill,  that  the 
people  of  Great-Britaia  Ihould  pretend  to  exercife  over  them 
rights,  which  that  very  people  affirm  they  might  juflly  oppofe, 
if  claimed  over  themCelves  by  others. 

*'  That  it  cannot  be  imagined,  that,  when  the  fame  people  of 
Great-Britain  contended  with  the  crown,  it  could  be  with  a  view 
of  gaining  thefe  rights,  which  the  crown  might  have  ufuraed 
over  others,  and  not  "merely  recovering  thofe,  which  the  fame 
crown  arbitrarily  claimed  over  therafelves;  that,  therefore,  al- 
lowing their  original  charters  to  be  binding,  as  they  had  been 
deprived  of  them  in  an  arbitary  and  tyrannical  manner,  fuch  as 
the  people  o^  Great-Britain  would  not  now  by  any  means  fufFcr, 
they  fKould  be  confi^lered  as  ftill  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  cf 
them  ;  that  their  being  bound  by  thei'e  charters  to  make  no  laws, 
but  fuch  as,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  circumibnces,  ftiould 
not  clafh  with  thofe  o{  England,  no  more  fabjtifted  them  to  the 
Parliament  of  Jr/z^^/^/zr/,  than  their  having  been  lai.l  under  the 
fame  reftraint  with  regard  to  the  laws  of  Scoiland  or  tiny  other 
country,  would  have  fuhjtrdled  them  to  the  parliament  of  i'fc//^?/?^, 
or  the  fupreme  authority  of  any  other  country ;  that,  by  tnefe 
charters,  they  had  a  right  to  tax  themfelves  for  their  own  fup- 
port  and  defence. 

"That  it  was  their  birth  right,  even  as  the  defcen  dents  of  £/?!■- 
lijhmeny  not  to  be  taxed  by  any  but  their  own  reprefentatives  j 
that,  fo  far  from  being  adually  reprefented  in  the  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain^  they  were  not  even  virtually  reprefented  there,  as 
the  meanelt  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  are,  in  confequenee  of 
their  intimate  conne^lioa  with  thofe  who  are  a6l:u;^Hy  reprefent- 
ed }  that,  if  laws  made  by  the  Brit'rjb  Parliament  to  bind  all  ex- 
cept its  own  memners,  or  even  all  except  Inch  members  and 
thofe  aftualiy  reprefented  by  them,  would  be  deemed,  as  moft 
certainly  they  would,  to  the  higheft  deg*-ee  oppreffiee  and  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  refilted  accordingly,  by  the  reft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, though  virtually  reprefented;  how  much  more  oppreflive 
and  unconltitutional  mud  not  fvich  laws  appear  to  thofe,  who 
could  not  be  faid  to  be  either  a^ually  or  virtually  reprefented  ? 

*•  Tbat  the  people  of  Ir£land  were  much  more  virtually  repre- 
fented in  the  Parliament  of  Great -Brittiia,  than  it  was  even  pre- 
tended the  people  of  the  colonies  could  be,  in  confequence  of  the 
great  number  of  Englijhmen  pofleflVd  of  eftates  and  places  of  truft 
and  profit  in  Ireland,  and  their  immediate  defcendcnts  fettled  in 
that  country,  and  of  the  great  numb<-rof  ir/^  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen in  both  houiiss  of  the  Britijh  Parliament,  and  the  greater 
number  ftill  conftantly  refiding  in  Great^Britain  \  and  that,  noc- 
withftanding,  the  i^nV//?  Parliament  ntver  claimed  any  right  to 
tax  the  people  o\  Ireland,  in  virtue  of  their  being  thus  virtually 
reprefented  amoneft  them. 

C  4  "  That, 
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ted  to  import  the  fame  from  any  part  of  Europe 
not  within  his  Majefty's  dominions,  under  pro- 
per limitations  and  reftriftions. 

2.  That 

<*  That,  whatever  afliftance  the  ^to^\to^  Great-Britain  might 
have  given  to  the  people  of  the  colonies,  it  mult  have  been  given 
either  from  motives  of  humanity  and  fraternal  affe^^ion,  or  with 
a  view  of  being  one  day  repaid  for  it,  and  not  as  the  price  of 
their  liberty  and  independence  j  at  leaft  the  colonies  could  never 
beprelumed  to  have  accepted  it  in  that  light}  that,  if  given 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  fraternal  affeftion,  as  the  people 
of  the  colonies  had  never  given  the  mother  country  any  room  to 
complain  of  their  want  of  gratitude,  fo  they  never  ftiould  j  if 
given  with  a  view.of  being  one  day  repaid  for  it,  they  were  wil- 
ling to  come  to  a  fair  account,  which,  allowing  for  the  afliftance 
they  themfelves  had  often  given  the  mother  country,  for  what 
they  muft  have  loft,  and  the  mother  country  muft  have  got,  by 
preventing  their  /elUng  to  others  at  higher  prices  than  they  could 
fell  to  her,  and  their  buying  from  others  at  lower  prices  than 
they  could  buy  from  her,  would,  they  apprehended,  not  turn 
out  to  her  advantage  fo  much  as  fhe  imagined. 

"  That  their  having  heretofore  fubmitted  to  laws  made  by  the 
Britijh  Parliament,  for  their  internal  government,  could  no 
more  be  ^rought  as  a  precedent  againft  them,  than  againl^ 
the  En^lijb  themfelves  their  tamenefs  under  the  dilates  of 
an  Henry^  or  the  rod  of  a  ftar-chamber  j  the  tyranny  of  many 
bein^  as  grievous  to  human  nature  as  that  o^a  few,  and  the 
tyranny  of  a  few  as  grievous  as  that  of  a  fingle  perfon, 

"  Thar,  if  liberty  was  the  due  of  thofe  who  had  fenfe  enough 
to  know  the  value  of  it,  and  courage  enough  to  expofe  them- 
felves to  every  danger  and  fatigue  to  acquire  it,  they  were  better 
entitled  to  it  than  even  their  brethren  oi  Great-Britain,  fince,  be- 
fides  facing,  in  the  wilds  of  America^  much  more  dreadful  ene- 
mies, than  the  friends  of  liberty  they  left  behind  them  could 
expeft  to  meet  in  the  fields  of  Great-Britain^  they  had  renounced 
not  only  their  native  foil,  the'love  of  which  is  fo  congenial  with 
the  human  mind,  and  all  thofe  tender  charities  infeparable  from 
it,  but  expofed  themfelves  to  all  the  rifks  and  hardships  unavoid- 
able in  a  long  voyage  j  and,  after  efcaping  the  danger  of  being 
fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  to  the  ftill  mpre  cruel  danger  of 
perifliing  aftiore  by  a  flow  famine. 

"That,  if  in  the  firft  years  of  their  exiftcnce  one  of  them  was 
guilty  of  fome  intemperate  fallies,  and  all  expofed  to  enemies 
which  required  the  interpofition  and  afliftance  of  an  Bngli/h  Par- 
liament, tliey  were  now  moft  of  them  arrived  at  fuch  a  degree 
of  maiorily  in  point  of  polity  and  ftrength,  as  in  a  great  mealurc 
took  away  the  neceffity  of  fuch  interpofition  and  afliftance  for 
the  future.  At  leaft,  that  interpofition  and  afliftance  would  not 
be  the  lefs  efte^ual  forth*?  colonies  being  reprefenred  in  the  Britj/k 
Parliament,  which  was  all  the  indulgence  thofe  colonies  contend 
ed  for. 

M  That, 
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2.  That  upon  failure  of  the  faid  company's 
keeping  the  faid  export  trade  fupplied,  with  a 
fufRcient  quantity  of  fuch  calicoes  and  other  goods, 
other  perfons  be  permitted  to  import  the  fame  in- 
to this  kingdom,  from  any  fuch  part  of  Europe^ 
under  proper  limitations,  and  reftridtions. 

3.  That  the  faid  calicoes  and  other  goods,  which 
(hall  be  fo  imported,  be  liable  to  pay  the  fame 
duties  as  if  the  fame  were  imported  by  the  faid 
company  from  the  Eaji  Indies,  or  any  other  place 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  and  no  other. 

4.  That  the  bounty  allowed  by  law,  no  be  paid 
on  the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  malt,  meal, 
and  flour,  from  Great  Britain  to  the  IJle  of  Man^ 
be  difcontinued, 

5.  That  a  (lamp  duty  of  10s.  be  charged  upon 
every  piece  of  veUum  or  parchment,  or  ftieet  or 
piece  of  paper,  on  v/hich  every  licence  for  making 
^nd  felling  meafures  of  capacity  fhall  be  ingroffed, 
written,  or  printed. 

6.  That  a  ftamp  duty  of  10/.  be  charged  upon 
,  every  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  Iheer  or 

piece  of  paper,  on  whicft  every  licence  for  making 

**  That,  allowing  the  ^ritijh  Parliament's  right  to  make  laws 
for  the  colonies,  and  even  tax  them  without  their  concurrence, 
there  lay  many  obje^lions  againft  all  the  duties  lately  impofed  oa 
the  colonies,  and  more  ftill  and  weightier  againit  that  of  the 
ftamps  no\y  propofed  to  be  laid  upon  them  j  that  whereas  thofe 
ftamp-duties  were  laid  gradually  on  the  peo^ple  of  Creat-Bf-'i'aint 
they  were  to  be  faddled  all  at  once,  with  all  theirincrealed  weight, 
on  thofe  of  the  colonies;  that,  if  thofe  duties  were  thouglit  fo 
grievous  in  Englandy  on  account  of  the  great  variety  of  occafiona 
in  which  they  were  payable,  and  the  great  number  of  heavy  pe- 
nalties to  which  the  btft  meaning  perfons  were  liable  for  not  pay- 
ing them,  or  not  ftriftly  conforming  to  all  the  numerous  penal 
claufesin  them,  they  muft  he  to  the  laft  degree  oppreflive  in  the 
colonies,  where  the  people  in  general  could  not  be  fuppofed  fo 
converfant  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  numbers  clid  not  under- 
ftand  even  the  language  of  thefe  intricate  laws,  fo  much  out  of 
the  courfe  of  what  common  fenfe  alone  might  fuggeft  to  them  as 
their  duty,  and  common  honefty  engage  them  to  pra^lile,  the 
almoft  only  rule  of  adion,  and  motive  to  it,  compatible  with 
that  encouragement,  which  it  is  proper  to  give  every  new  fettler 
in  every  country,  efpeeially   fofeignevs,  in  fuch  a   country   a* 

and 
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and  felling  of  weights,  (hall  be  ingroiTed,  written, 
or  printed. 

March  ii. 
That  the  annuities  granted  by  two  a61:s  of  par- 
•liament,  the  one  palTed  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  Majefly,  and  the  other  paiTed 
in  the  (econd  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty  in  refped  of  certain  capital  flocks  thereby 
eftablifhcd,  amounting  together  to  the  fum  of 
20,240,000!.  at  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cenium,  per  an- 
nwn^  for  certain  terms  of  years  and  then  to  be  re- 
duced ro  3].  per  centum^  per  annum ^  which  annuities 
were  by  the  faid  a6ls,  made  payable  half  yearly 
on  the  5th  day  of  July  and  on  the  5th  day  of  Ja- 
nuary in  every  year,  and  were,  by  the  lad  mention- 
ed ad,  confolidated  and  made  one  joint  flock, 
ihall,  from  and  after  the  5th  day  o^  July  next  en- 
fuing,  with  the  confent  of  the  proprietors  thereof, 
be  payable  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to 
fay  ;  that  one  quarterly  payment  of  the  faid  an- 
nuities fhall  be  payable  on  the  joth  day  of  O£loler 
next  •,  and  that  the  faid  annuities,  from  and  af- 
ter the  faid  loth  day  of  OEloher^  fhall  be -payable 
half  yearly,  on  the  5th  day  of  April  and^  the 
loth  day  o(  O^oher  in  every  year;  and  that  fuch 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  faid  annuities  who 
{"hall  not  fignify  their  diffent  on  or  before  the  ift 
day  of  June  next,  in  books  to  be  opened  at  the 
bank  of  England  for  that  purpofe,  fhall  be  deem- 
ed and  taken  to  confent  thereto. 

March  12. 
There  were  fifteen  refolutions  of  the  faid  com- 
mittee agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  relating  to  the 
poflage  of  letters  ;  but  as  they  were  afterwards 
formed  into  a  bill,  and  the  bill  pafTed  into  a  law, 
we  Hull  not  infert  them. 

March  14. 
I.   That  all  perfons  intereiled    in,  or   intitled 
iinto,  any  bills,  or  bill,  payable  in  the  courfe  of 
^  '  the 
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the  navy  or  vidtualling  offices,  or  for  tranrports» 
which  were  made  owe  on  or  before  the  30th  day 
o^  June  1764,  who   (hall,  on  or  before  the  26ch 
day   of  this  inftant  Marchy  carry   the  fame  (after 
having  the  intercft  computed  thereupon    to  the 
6th  day  of  April  next,  and  marked  upon  the  faid 
bills  at  the  navy  or  vi(^^ualling  oBice   refpcctively) 
to  the  office  of  the  treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  navy, 
fliall  have  in  exchange  for  the  fame,  from  fuch 
treafurer  or  his  pay-mailer  or  caflMer,  a  certificate, 
to  the  governpr  and  company  of  the  bank  of  Eng- 
landy  for  every  entire  fum  of  one  or  more  hun- 
dred pounds,  of  which  fuch  bill  or  bills,  together 
with  the  intereftfo  marked,  (hall  confift,  until  the 
feveral  intire  fums  of  one  or  mor^  hundred  pounda, 
for  which  fuch  certificates  arc  to   be  made  forth, 
ihall  amount  together  to  one  million  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  and  alfo  one  other  certificate  for 
the  fractional  part  of  one  hundred  pounds,  bemg 
the  remainder  of  fuch  bill  or  bills  ;  and  the  perfons 
who  ihall  be  poircfTed  of  fuch  firft-mentioned  cer- 
tificates, of  the  intire  fum  of  one  or  more  hundred 
pounds,  ihall,  upon  delivery  thereof  to  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  be  entitled  with  refpetS: 
of  the  fame,  to  the  annuities  hereafter  mentioned  : 
that   is  to  fay  ;    for  two  fifth  parts  of  the  lums 
therein  mentioned,  to  an  annuity,  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds,  per  cent,  redeemable  by  parlia- 
ment, and  transferrable  and  paid  at  the   bank  of 
England :  for    two  other  fifth  parts  thereof,  to  a 
proportional  number  of  tickets  of  the  value  of  ^ 
ten   pounds,    in   a   lottery,  to  confift  of  60,000 
tickets,  every  blank   to  be  of  the   value  of  fix 
pounds,  the  blanks  and  prizes  to  be  attended  with 
the  like  three  per  cent,  annuities  -,  and,  for  the  re^ 
maining  one  fifth  part,  to  a  like  annuity,  after  the 
rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  with  liberty  to  con- 
vert the  fame  into  an' annuity  for  life,  after  the 
faiDC  r^te,  with  bepefic  pf  furvivorlhip,  in  manner 

following : 
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following  :  that  is  to  fay ;  that  every  perfon  who 
fhall  become  pofTefTed,  in  right  of  one  hundred 
pound  capital  flock,  of  an  annuity  of  three  pounds 
in  luch  laft  mentioned  annuities,  and  fhall  produce, 
on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April  iy66^  a  certifi- 
cate thereof,  attefted  by  the  caQiier  of  the  bank  of 
England^  to  the  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Exchequer,  fhall  in  lieu  thereof,  be  intitled, 
from  the  faid,  5th  day  of  Aprils  1766,  during  the 
life  of  the  nominee  whom  he  fhall  appoint,  to  a 
life  annuity  of  three  pounds  payable  at  the  Exche- 
quer, out   of  the  finking  fund  ;  and  the  feveral 
nominees,  to  be  appointed  in  refped  to  fuch  life 
annuities,  to  be  divided  into  clafTes,  the  whole  an- 
nuity belonging  to  each  clafs  not  to  be  lefs  than 
.one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  if  life  annuities 
to  that  amount  fhall  be  fo  fubfcribed  ;  and,  upon 
the  death  of  every  nominee,  the  annuity,  fo  fal- 
len in,  to  be  diflributed  among  the  furvivors  of 
the  fame  clafs  :  and  the  annuities,  in  rcfpe6t  of 
the  faid  firfl  two  fifth  parts,  fhall  be  immediately 
added  to,  and  made  a  part  of,  the  joint  flock  of 
annuities,  reduced    from  four  to  three  per  cent. 
and  confolidated,  purfuant  to  certain  a6ls  of  par- 
liament, made  in  the  25th  and  26th   years  of  his 
late  Majefly  ;  and  the  annuities  attending  the  faid 
lottery,  together  with  fuch  ofthe  annuities  in  refpedl 
of  the  faid  one  fifth  part  as  fhall  not  be  exchanged 
for  annuities  on  lives,  with  the  benefit  of  furvivor- 
fnip,  in  manner   above  mentioned,  fhall  alfo   be 
added  to,  and  made  a  part  of  fuch  joint  flock, 
from    the   5th    day    of    April    176b;    and    all 
the  faid  annuities,  rransferrable  and  paid  at   the 
bank,  fhall  commence,  from  the  faid  5th  day  of 
April  lybc^^  and  be   payable   half-yearly,   on  the 
loth  day  oi  October ^  and   the   5th  day  o^  April  m 
every  year,  out  of  the  finking  fund  ;  but,   in  cafe 
the   feveral  intire  fums  of  one  or   more  hundred 
pounds,  for  which  certificates  are  to  be  granted 

.by 
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by  the  treafurer  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  or  his  pay- 
mafter,  or  cafhier,  in  refpedt  of  fuch  bills  fo  to  be 
delivered  in,  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  this  in- 
ftant  March^  and  of  the  intereft  marked  thereon, 
fhall  not  then  amount  in  the  whole  to  the  fum  of  one 
million  ^wq  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  all  perfons 
poflefled  of  the  abovementioned  certificates  for 
the    fradional    parts    of   one   hundred    pounds,  » 

or  of  navy,  vidualling,  or  tranfport  bills,  which 
were  made  out  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  JuTjey 
1764,  and  do  not  amount,  together  with  the  in- 
tereft thereupon  computed  to  the  6th  day  of  Jpril 
next,  to  one  hundred  pounds,  may,  on  or  before 
the  5th  of  April  next,  after  having  had  the  in- 
tereft upon  fuch  bills  marked  in  fuch  manner  as 
is  before  mentioned,  bring  the  fame  to  the  office 
of  the  treafurer  of  his  Majefty*s  navy,  and  (liall 
have,  in  exchange  for  the  fame,  from  fuch  trea- 
furer, or  his  pay-mafter  or  caftiier,  a  certificate  to 
the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  for  the  fums  contained  in  fuch  certificates, 
and  for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  intereft  of 
which  fuch  bills  ftiall  confift-,  and,  upon  delivery 
thereof,  and  payment  of  fo  much  money  to  the 
faid  governor  and  company  as  fhall,  with  the  fum 
fo  certified,  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds,  ftiall 
be  entitled  to  the  annuities  and  advantages  before 
mentioned :  and  if  ^ny  fuch  certificates  for  frac- 
tional parts  ftiall  not  be  delivered  in,  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  as  aforefaid,  on  or  before  the  faid  5  th  day  of 
Jpril  ntxt,  they  fliallbe  paid  according  to  the  courfe 
of  the  navy,  in  fuch  order  as  the  bills  in  part  of 
which  they  were  granted  were  payable-,  and  fuch 
of  them,  as  were  granted  in  part  of  bills  bearing 
intereft,  ftiall  from  the  faid  5th  day  of  Jpril  next, 
carry  the  like  intereft  to  which  fuch  bills  were  in- 
titled. 

.   2.  That  there  be  granted  to   his  Majefty,  an 

additional  duty  of  four  ftiiUings,  for  every  chaul- 

'  dron 
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dronftf  coals,  Newcafile  meafurc,  which  fliall  be 
ihipped  for  exportation  to  any  part  beyond  the 
feas,  except  to  Ireland^  the  Ijle  of  Man,  or  the 
Britijh  dominions  in  America  \  and  at  the  fame  rate 
for  any  greater  lefTer  quantity. 

3.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  upon 
all  wrought  filk.  Bengals,  ahd  fluffs,  mixed  with 
filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufafture  of  Perfia,  China, 
or  Eafi  India,  and  upon  all  callicoes,  printed,  dyed, 
painted  or  Gained  there,  which  fhali  be  exported 
trom  this  kingdom,  exceptvto  Jfrica  or  \.\\t  Britijh 
dominions  in  /imerica^  2l  fubfidy  of  poundage,  af- 
ter the  rate  of  twelve  pence  for  every  twenty  fhil- 
lings  of  the  value  of  fuch  goods,  according  to  the 
grofs  price  at  which  they  were  fold  at  the  public 
fales  thereof. 

4.  That  upon  the  exportation  from  this  king- 
dom of  any  fort  of  white  callicoes  or  muflins,  ex- 
cept to  Africa  or  the  £nVi/??  dominions  in  America, 
there  be  retained,  befides  the  one  half  of  the  rate  or 
duty  comjnonly  called  the  Old  Subfidy,  which  now 
remains,  and  is  not  drawn  back  for  the  fame,  the 
further  fum  of  two  pounds  for  every  hundred 
pounds  of  the  true  and  real  value  of  fuch  goods, 
according  10  the  grofs  price  at  which  they  were 
fold  at  the  fale  of  the  united  company  of  merchants 
trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  but  that  iuch  callicoes, 
which  fliall  firil  have'  been  printed,  ftained,  paint- 
ed, or  dyed,  in  Great  Britain,  fhall  not  be  fubjedt 
to  the  faid  duty  of  two  pounds,  to  be  retained  as 
aforefaid. 

5.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a  ftamp 
duty  of  two  pence,  for  every  fkin  or  piece  of  vel- 
lum or  parchment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  paper,  on 
which  fhall  be  ingrofled,  written,  or  printed,  any 
policy  of  affurance,  which  fhall  be  made  or  entered 
into,  within  the  cities  of  London  or  M^ejlr/iinfter,  or 
eifewhere  within  the  limits  of  the  v^eekly  bills  of 
mortality,  over  and  above  all  other  duties. 

6.  That 


A.  1765.        DEBATE  S.  jt 

6.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  a 
(lamp  duty  of  two  fhillings  and  fix  pence,  for  eve- 
ry fkin,  or  piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  fheen 
or  piece  of  paper,  on  which  fhall  be  ingrofled, 
written,  or  printed,  any  policy  of  affurance,  which 
Ihall  be  made  or  entered  into  Great-Britairty  over 
and  above  all  other  duties. 

7.  That  the  faid  dudes  be  carried  to,  and  made 
part  of,  the  finking  fund,  towards  making  good 
the  payment  of  the  faid  annuities. 

8.  That  a  (lamp  duty  of  fix  pence,  impofed  by 
an  act  made  in  the  twelfth,  year  of  the  reign  of 
Q^ieen  Anney  and  the  additional  (lamp  duty  of  one 
(hilling  impofed  by  an  ad  made  in  the  30th  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  lid, 
upon  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  containing 
any  indenture,  leafe,  bond,  or  other  deed,  be  de- 
clared to  extend  to  every  (kin  or  piece  of  vellum 
or  parchment,  or  (beet  or  piece  of  paper,  on  which 
(hall  be  ingro(red,  written,  or  printed,  in  Great 
Britain^  any  policy  of  affurance  or  charter-party. 

March  25. 

That  authority  be  given  to  permit  the  importa- 
tion into  this  kingdom  from  the  IJle  of  Man,  un- 
der proper  limitations  and  reflridions,  of  any 
coarfe  printed  callicoes  and  other  goods  of  the 
produd  or  m.anufadure  of  the  Eafl  Indies,  or 
or  other  places  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
which  are  prohibited  to  be  worn  and  ufed  in  this 
kingdom,  and  which  were  brought  into  the  faid  ille 
before  the  firft  of  March,  1765,  upon  payment  of 
one  half  of  the  old  fubfidy  only  for  fuch  goods. 
March  28. 

I. That  the  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer 
on  the  10th  of  O^cher,  1764,  for  the  difpofition 
of  parliament,  which  had  then  arifen  of  furplufTes, 
cxce(res  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues 
of  the   fund,  commonly  called  the  finking  fund, 

be 
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be  iflued   and  applied,  amounting  to  the  fum  of 

2.  1  hat  out  o^  fuch   monies  as  fhall  or  may 
arife  of  the  furplulTcs^  exceflcs,  or  overplus  mo- 
nies and  othep  revenues  compofing  the  laid  fund, 
there  be  ifllied  and  applied  the  fum  of  2,100,000/. 
Jpril  4. 

I.  That,  in  cafe  the  monies,  for  which  certifi- 
cates have  been  or  fhall  be  granted,  in  purfuance 
of  a  refolution  of  this  houfe,  of  the  14th  day  of 
March  lad,  by  the  treafurer  of  his  Majefly's  navy, 
or  his  pay-mafter  or  cafhier,  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  for  and  in  refpedl: 
of  navy  vidualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  made  out 
on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  June  iy6^,  and  for 
and  in  refpedl  of  fuch  fradional  parts  of  the  faid 
bills,  as  remained  above  the  entire  fums  of  one  or 
more  hundred  pounds,  together  with  the  fums 
paid  and  payable  at  the  bank  of  Englandy  with  the 
certificates  for  fuch  fradlional  parts,  and  for  fuch 
of  the  faid  bills,  as,  together  with  the  intereft 
computed  thereupon,  do  not  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  fhall  not,  on  the  5th  day  of  this  in- 
flant  yf  r;7,  make  up  the  full  fum  of  1500,000/, 
the  monies  which  fhall  be  fo  wanting  to  complete 
the  faid  fum  of  1,500,000/.  to  be  rai fed  by  con- 
tribution?, to  be  received  at  the  bank  of  England, 
in  entire  fums  of  one  or  more  hundred  pounds,  to 
be  paid  to  the  cafhier  or  calhiers  of  the  faid  gover- 
nor and  company,  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of 
this  inflant  April,  and  that  the  contributors  be 
intitled  for  the  monies  fo  by  them  refpectively 
advanced,  to  fuch  annuities,  benefits,  and  advan- 
tages, as  are  mentioned  in  the  faid  refolution,  to 
be  allowed  to  the  proprietors  of  certificates,  grant- 
ed in  exchange  for  fuch  navy,  victualling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  as  Qiall  have  been  delivered  on  or 
b'sfore  the  refpedlivc  days  therein  limited. 

2.  That 


A.  1763.         DEBATES.  . 

2.  That  the  money  remaining  in  the  exche- 
quer, which  was  granted  in  the  laft  feflion,  upon 
account,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
cloathing  of  the  mihtia  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  ■25th  of  March^  1764,  be  ifllied  and  appHed 
towards  railing  the  lupplies  granted  this  ieffion, 
amounting  to  the  ium  of  80,000/. 
April  20. 

1.  That  there  be  raifcd  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  grant- 
ed in  the  next  feffion  \  and  fdch  exchequer  bills, 
if  not  difcharged  with  intereil  thereupon,  on  or 
before  the  5th  day  oi  Aprils  1766,  to  be  exchang- 
ed and  received  in  payment,  in  fuch  manner  as 
exchequer  bills  have  ufually  ,been  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  800,000/. 

2.  That,  of  the  monies  arifen  or  to  arife,  ouc 
of  fuch  of  the  duties  granted  or  continued,  by  an 
ad  of  lail  feffions  as  were  thereby  referved  to  be 
difpofed  of  by  parliament,  towards  defraying  the 
neceflary  expence  of  defending,  protedting,  and 
fecuring  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  ia 
America^  there  be  applied  towards  making  good  the 
fupply  granted  for  maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces 
and  garrifons  in  the  plantations  -,  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  I^orth  America^  Nova  Scotia^  New- 
foundland^ and  the  ceded  iQands  for  1765  •,  60,000/. 

3.  That  a  duty  of  fix  pence  be  laid  upon  every 
hundred  weight  of  gum  Senega,  or  gum  Arabick, 
iniported  into  this  Idngdom,  over  and  above  all 
duties  now  payable  thereupon. 

4.  That  a  duty  of  goj.  be  laid  upon  every  hun- 
dred weight  of  gum  Senega,  or  gum  Arabick,  ex- 
ported out  of  this  kingdom,  over  and  above  all 
duties  now  payable  thereupon. 

April  25. 

That  the  monies  which  have  been,  or  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  bank,  in  purfuance  of  the  refolutidns 
ofthishoufe,  of  the  •  4th  of  March  lail   and  4th 

Vol.  VIL  D  inftant; 


34  Parliamentary     A.  1765; 

inftant,  be  applied  towards  difcharging  bills  pay- 
able in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  or  vidualling  offices, 
or  for  tranfports,  which  were  made  out,  on  or  be- 
fore the  30th  oijune^  1764. 

April  30.    . 

1.  That  the  bounties  and  drawbacks,  now  paid 
tipon  the  exportation,  from  this  kingdom,  of  re- 
fined fugars  and  ground  fugar,  be  difcontinued. 

2.  That,  upon  the  exportation  from  this  king- 
dom of  refined  fugar  in  the  loaf,  compleat  and 
wbole^  being  nett,  that  is  to  fay,  of  one  uniform 
tvhltenefs  throughout,  and  which  has  gone  through 
the  operation  of  three  clays  at  the  leaft,  and  been 
properly  and  thoroughly  dried  in  the  ftove,  accor- 
ding to  the  prefent  practice  of  refining,  a  bounty 
be  allowed  after  the  rate  of  14J.  6i.  for  every  hun- 
dred weight  thereof. 

3.  That  upon  the  exportation  from  this  king- 
dom of  refined  fugar  called  baftard,  and  of  ground 
and  powdered  refined  fugar,  and  of  refined  loaf 
fugar  broke  irj  pieces  (the  faid  fligar  having  been 
twice  clayed,  and  properly  dried  in  the  ftove)  a 
bounty  or  drawback  be  allowed,  after  the  rate  of 
6s,  4^.  for  every  hundred  weight  thereof. 

4.  That  liberty  be  granted  for  a  limited  time, 
to  carry  rice  from  the  province  of  North  Carolina^ 
diredlly  to  any  other  part  of  America^  fouthward 
oi  South  Carolina  and  Georgia^  fubjedl  to  fuch  duty 
as  is  now  payable  upon  rice,  carried  from  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia^  to  any  pare  of  America^  to 
the  fouthward  thereof. 

5.  That  the  duties,  which  fhall  arife  in  refped 
of  rice,  fo  carried  from  North  Carolina^  and  the 
duties  which  (l^iall  arifc  in  purfuance  of  an  ad  made 
in  the  laft  fefilon  of  parliament,  intituled,  An  a5i 
for  granting^  for  a  limited  time^  a  liberty  to  carry 
ricefrom^  Qc.  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  exchequer,  and  there  referved  to  be  from 
time  to  time,  diipofed  of  by  parliament,  towards 

further 
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further  defraying  the  neceflary  expences  of  defend- 
ing, protedling,  and  fecuring  the  Britijh  dominions 
in  America. 

6.  That  bounties  be  granted  upon  the  impor- 
tation of  deals,  planks^  boards,  and  timber,  into 
this  kingdom,  from  the  Britijh  dominions  in  North 
America^  for  the  term  of  nine  years,  in  manner 
following  •,  that  is  to  fay,  during  the  firil  three 
yearSj  for  every  hundred,  containing  fix  fcore  of 
found  merchantable  deals,  planks,  and  boards, 
not  lefs  than  ten  feet  long,  ten  inches  broad,  and 
one  inch  and  one  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  20^. 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater  length, 
and  for  any  greater  thicknefs,  not  exceed- 
ing four  inches,  and  for  every  load  containing  for- 
ty cubic  it^x..,  of  found  merchantable  fquared  tim- 
ber of  all  kinds  (the  timber  not  to  be  lefs  than  ten 
inches  fquare)  12^.  and  during  the  next  three 
years,  for  every  hundred  of  fuch  deals,  planks, 
and  boards,  155.  and  for  every  load  of  fuch  timber, 
8i-.  and  during  the  laft  three  years,  for  every  hun- 
dred of  fuch  deals,  planks,  and  boards,  \qs,  and 
for  every  load  of  fuch  timber,  5^. 

7.  That  the  additional  inland  duty  of  \s,  grant- 
ed  by  an  ad  made  in  the  thirty-fecond  of  his  late 
Majefty  upon  every  pound  weight  avoirdupois 
of  cotfee,  fold  in  Great  Britain^  do  ceafe  and  de- 
termine. 

8.  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Majeily,an  addi- 
tional inland  duty  of  6J.  upon  every  pound  weight 
avoirdupois  of  coffee,  not  being  of  the  growth  and 
produd  of  the  Britijh  plantations  in  America^  which 
fliall  be  fold  in  Great  Britain.  ' 

9.  That  the  faid  additional  inland  duty  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  ufes,  to  which  the  faid  duty  of 
is.fer  pound  weight  was  made  applicable, 

20.  That  the  allowances  direded  by  law,  to  be 
Irak  in  refpedl  of  hard  foap,  wjich  fhall  be  re- 
frcihed  or  made  nev/,  be  difcontinued, 
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1 1.  That  in  lieu  thereof,  t}ie  duties  upon  one 
pound,  in  every  ten  pounds  weight  of  fuch  foap, 
be  allowed  to  the  makers  thereof. 

12.  That  all  linen  cloth  and  diaper  of  Rujfta^ 
which  are  not  at  preferit  particularly  rated  in  any 
a6l  of  parliament,  -or  book  of  rates,  be,  upon  the 
importation  thereof  into  this  kingdom,  rated  m 
manner  following;  that  is  to  fay,  all  fuch  cloth 
and  diaper,  being  in  breadth  more  than  22  t  and 
not  exceeding  31  t  inches  at  4/.  and  being  iix 
breadth  more  than  31  ^  inches,  and  not  exceed- 
ing 45  inches,  at  6/.  and  exceeding  45  inches  in 
breadth,  at' 10/.  for  every  120  Englifh  ells  thereof 
refpedtively,  and  fo  in  proportion  for  any  greater 
or  lefier  quantity;  and  that  the  full  amount  of 
the  feveral  duties  now  required  by  law  to  be  paid, 
for  every  20J.  of  the  value  of  the  faid  goods,  be 
raifed  and  coilecled  according  to  the  faid  refpedivc 
rates. 

13.  That  no  drawback   or  bounty  be  allowed 
upon  the  exportation  of  any  goods,  from  this  king- 
dom, to  any  of  the  iilands  of  Faro, 
May  6, 

1.  That  every  inftrument,  letter,  entry,  minutes^, 
memorandum,  or  other  writing  whereby  any  ofr 
ficer  is  admitted,  in  any  court  whatfoever,  to  ferve 
or  to  hold  fuch  office,  as  is  charged  with  any  (lamp 
duty  within  the  meaning  of  the  afts  5.  W.  and 
M.  9  W.  III.  and  12  A.  whereby  the  feveral  du- 
ties of  40^.  are  impofed  upon  every  piece  of  vel- 
lum, parchment,  or  paper,  on  which  any  admit- 
tance of  fuch  officer  is  ingrofled  or  written,  fhall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  an  admittance  of  fuch 
officer. 

2.  That  the  prefent  ftamp  duty  upon  the  ad* 
miilion  into  any  corporation  or  company  be  re- 
pealed. 

g.  That  inftead  thereof  a  (lamp  duty  of  2s.  be 
charged  upon  the  entry,  minute,  or  memorandum, 
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made  of  fuch  admittance,  in   their  court  book, 
i'oll,  or  record. 

4.  That  the  prefent  allowance  for  prompt  pay- 
ment at  the  (lamp  office  Iqe  repealed. 

5.  That  inftead  thereof  an  allowance  at  the  rate 
of  4/.  per  cent,  per  an?t.  be  for  the  future  made. 

6.  That  an  additional  {lamp  duty  of  20J.  be 
charged  upon  every  policy  of  alTurance,  in  which 
the  properties  of  more  ^han  one  perfon,  in  any 
fiiip  cargo,  or  both,  or  more  than  a  particular 
number  of  perfons  in  partnerfhip,  or  more  than 
one  body  politic,  to  a  greater  amount  in  the  whok 
than  100/.  fliail  be  affured. 

7.  That  of  the  monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  a 
convention,  between  his  Majefty  and  the  French 
King,  concluded  and  figned  at  London^  the  27th 
oi February  laft,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  late 
French  prifoners  of  war  there  be  applied  ;i  fum  not 
exceeding  308000/. 

May  7, 

1.  That  out  of  the  monies  which  lliall  arife 
from  the  produce  of  the  duties  laid  in  this  feflion, 
upon  the  importation  and  exportation  of  Senega 
and  gum  Arabick,  there  be  ifTued  and  applied  z 
fum  not  exceeding  12000/. 

2.  That  the  %s.  (lamp  duty  to  be  impofed  by 
the  third  refolution  of  yefterday,  be  applied  to  the 
Vifes,  to  which  the  flamp  duty  repealed  by  the 
fecond  refolution  of  yefterday  was  applicable. 

3.  That  the  additional  ftamp  duty  of  los.  im- 
pofed by  the  fixth  refolution  of  yefterday  be  ap- 
plied to  the  like  ufes  to  which  the  duties  upon 
policies  of  affdrance  are  at  prefect  applicable. 

4.  That  the  fame  bounties  be  allowed  upon  all 
linens  to  be  made  in  the  Ijle  of  Man^  and  import- 
ed into  Great  Britain^  which  ftiall  be  exported  from 
thence,  as  are  now  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
Briti(h  or  Irijh  linens,  and  under  the  fame  rcftric- 
tions  and  limitations. 
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5.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  TJle  of  Man  may- 
import  into  any  lawful  port  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land^ the  beftials,  or  any  other  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandizes,  of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manu- 
fadture,  of  the  faid  IJle^  except  woollen  manufac- 
ture, beer  and  ale,  without  paying  any  cuftom, 
fubfidies,  or  duties,  for  and  in  refpecl  thereof  (ex- 
cept fuch  excife  or  other  duty,  as  is  now,  or  Ihall 
J  hereafter  for  the  time  being,  be  due  and  payable 

for  the  like  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  of  the 
growth,  produce,  and  manufadlure  of  Great  Bri- 
tain) liable  to  certain  limitations  and  reftridions. 
May  9. 

1.  That  towards  making  good  and  fecuring 
the  payment  of  the  fums  of  money  direded  by  an 
a6t  of  32  Geo.  JI.  to  be  applied  in  augmentation 
of  the  falaries  of  the  judges  and  juflices  therein 
mentioned,  in  England  and  Wales^  there  be  grant- 
ed an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  4/.  upon  every 
piece  of  vellum  or  parchment,  or  iheet  or  piece  of 
paper,  upon  which  any  admifiion  into  any  of  the 
four  inns  of  court  fhall  be  ingroffed  or  written  j 
and  an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  6/.  upon  every 
fuch  piece,  on  which  fhail  be  ingroffed  or  written, 

'  any  regifter,  entry,  teflimonial,  or  certificate,  of 
the  degree  of  utter  barrifter,  taken  in  any  of  the 
four  inns  of  court. 

2.  That  out  of  any  of  the  furplufles  which  lliall 
arife  upon  the  funds  eftabiifhed  for  payment  of  the 
faid  augmentation,  and  upon  the  faid  additional 
ftamp  duty,  after  the  payments  charged  there- 
upon, are,  from  time  to  time,  fatisficd,  a  fum 
not  exceeding  3625/.  be  applied  in  augmentation 
of  the  falaries  of  the  faid  judges,  and  juitices, 
from  the  5th  o\  January  to  the  5rh  oijuly^  ^759^ 
according  to  the  proportions  appointed  by  the  faid 
a6l,  v^ith  refpedt  to  the  augmentation  therein 
mentioned. 

5  3-  T^at 
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3.  That  out  of  any  of  the  duties  and  revenues 
in  Scotland^  which  by  an  ad  of  10  Anne  were  charg- 
ed, or  made  chargeable,  with  payment  of  the  fees, 
falaries,  and  other  charges  allowed,  or  to  be  al- 
lowed, by  her  Majefty,  her  heirs,  or  fuccelTors, 
for  keeping  up  the  courts  of  feflion  and  judiciary, 
and  exchequer  court  in  Scotlajtd^  a  Turn  not  ex- 
ceeding iiool.  be  applied  in  augmentation  of  the 
falaries  of  the  judges  in  the  courts  of  feflion  and 
exchequer  there,  from  the  5th  of  January  to  the 
5th  of  July,  1759,  according  to  the  proportions 
appointed  by  the  faid  ad  of  32  Geo.  II.  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  augmentation  thereby  granted  of  the 
falaries  of  the  faid  judges; 

Total  of  the  liquidated  fums 
provided  for  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means         -  7783068  4     11 

Excefs  provided  by  the  faid 
committee  more  than  granted 
by  the  committee  of  fupply, 
omitting  the  fr^dlions  as  they 
are  very  near  equal         -  1^9977   '^   ^i 

To  this  we  ought  to  add 
the  fum  provided  as  well  as 
granted  by  the  fecond  refolu- 
tion  of  April  fecond  of  the 
committee  of  fupply,  being  251740  2     7  | 

Total  excefs  -*        t  271787  14  6  I 

On  the  4th  of  March  Nicholfon  Calvert^  Efq-, 
moved  that  part  of  an  adl,  made  in  the  i6th  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I,  intitled,  An  a^  for 
regulating  the  Privy -council^  and  for  taking  away 
the  Courts  commonly  called  the  Star-Chamber^  might 
be  read  :  and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly, 
he  again  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  relief  of  his  Majefly's  fubjeds,  touching 
informations  in  the  court  of  King's-bench,  by  and 
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in  the  name  of  his  Majefty's  Attorney  general. 
He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Hewitt  (after- 
wards Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland)  but  it  pafifed 
in  the  negative. 

On  the  6th  oi  March ^  it  was  refolved,  that,  for 
the  further  and  more  effedually  preventing  the 
mifchiefs  arifmg  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  ^nd  Ireland,  from  the  illicit  and  clan- 
delline  trade  to  and  from  the  IJle  of  Man^  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  veil  in  the  Crown,  upon  a  proper  com- 
penfation  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  faid 
ifland,  the  IJle,  Caftle^  and  Peek  of  Man^  and  ali 
rights,  jurifdiclions,  and  interefls,  in  and  over  the 
faid  ifland,  and  all  its  dependencies,  holden  by  the 
faid  proprietors,, under  the  feveral  grants  thereof, 
or  under  any  other  title  whatfoever,  excepting 
only  their  landed  property,  with  all  their  rights  in 
and  over  ih^  foil,  as  Lords  of  the  manor,  with  all 
courts  baron,  rents,  fervices,  and  other  incidents, 
to  fuch  courts  belonging  •,  their  waftes,  commons, 
and  other  lands,  inland  waters,  fxfheries,  and 
mills,  and  all  mines,  minerals,  and  quarries,  ac- 
cording to  their  prefent  rights  therein,  felons 
goods,  deodands,  waifs,  eftrays,  and  wrecks  at 
fea,  together  with  the  patronage  of  the  bifhopric, 
and  of  the  other  ecclefiaftical  benefices  in  the  faid 
ifland,  to  which  they  are  now  in  titled.     And 

That  the  fum  of  70,000/.  may  hQ  proper  to  be 
paid,  as  a  full  compenfation  to  the  faid  proprietors, 
according  to  the  propofal  contained  in  the  letter 
from  the  faid  proprietors,  dated  the  27th  day  of 
February^  1765^  to  the  commiiTioners  of  the  trea- 
fury. 

,  An  abflrad  of  the  clear  revenue  of  the  ifland; 
was  laid  before  parliament,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy. 
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His  Majefty  having  been  indifpofed  in  the 
month  o{  April,  J765,  the  idea  of  a  regency  was 
fuggefted  :  Accordingly  as  foon  as  his  recovery 
was  efFeded,  he  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on 
the  24th  of  Jpril,  and  made  the  following  fpeech 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

THE  tender  concern,  which  I  feel  for  my 
faithful  fubjecls,  makes  me  anxious  to  pro- 
vide for  every  pofTible  event,  which  may  affed 
their  future  happinefs  or  fecurity. 

My  late  indifpofition,  though  not  attended 
with  danger,  has  led  me  to  confider  the  fituation, 
in  which  my  kingdoms,  and  my  family,  might 
be  left,  if  it  fliould  pieafe  God  to  put  a  period  to 
my  life,  whilft  my  fuccefTor  is  of  tender  years. 

The  high  importance  of  this  fubjed  to  the 
public  fafety,  good  order,  and  tranquillity  ;  the 
paternal  affedtion,  which  I  bear  to  my  children, 
and  to  all  my  people  j  and  my  earned  define,  that 
every  precaution  fhould  be  taken,  which  may  tend 
to  preferve  the  conilitution  of  Great  Britain  undK- 
turbed,  and  the  dignity  and  luftre  of  its  crown  un- 
impaired ;  have  determined  me  to  lay  this  weighty 
bufinefs  before  my  parliament :  and  as  my  health, 
by  the  blefTing  of  God,  is  now  reftored,  I  take 
the  earlieil  opportunity  of  meeting  you  here,  and 
of  recommending  to  your  mod  ferious  delibera- 
tion the  making  fuch  provifion,  as  would  be  ne- 
cefiary,  in  cafe  any  of  my  children  fhould  fucceed 
to  the  throne,  before  they  fhall  refpedlively  attain 
the  age  of  eighteen  years. 

To  this  end,  I  propofe  to  your  confideration, 
whether,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  it  will 
not  be  expedient  to  veft  in  me  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing, from  time  to  time^  by  inftruments  in 
writing,  under  my  fign  manual,  either  the  queen, 
or  any  other  perlbn  of  my  royal  family  ufually 
refiding  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  the  guardian  of 

the 
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the  perfon  of  fuch  fucceflbr,  and  the  regent  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  until  luch  iticccfibr  (hall  attain 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  •,  fubjedl  to  the  like  re- 
ftridions  and  regulations,  as  arc  fpecified  and  con- 
tained in  an  adl,  pafied  upon  a  fimilar  occafion,  in 
the  24th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  my 
royal  grandfather :  the  regent  fo  appointed  to  be 
affifted  by  a  council,  compofed  of  feveral  perfons, 
who,  by  reafon  of  their  dignities,  and  offices,  are 
conftituted  members  of  the  council  ellablifhed  by 
that  afV,  together  with  thofe  whom  you  may 
think  proper  to  leave  to  my  nomination. 

As  foon  as  the  commons  had  returned  to  the 
houfe,  this  fpeech  was,  as  ufual,  read  to  the  houfe 
by  Mr,  Speaker,  and  prefently  after  it  was  read, 
they  received  a  meflage  from  the  Lords,  to  defire 
that  they  would  continue  fitting  for  fome  time  ; 
which  they  agreed  to  do  >,  and  in  the  mean  time 
went  upon  fome  other  bufmefs  then  depending 
before  the  houfe,  until  they  received  another  mef- 
fage  from  their  Lordlliips  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Juilice  FraU  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Parker^ 
to  acquaint  them  that  the  Lords  had  agreed  upon 
an  addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  which 
their  Lordfhips  defired  the  concurrence  of  that 
houfe,  which,  after  reading  the  addrefs,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  blank  therein  being  filled 
up  with  the  words  "  and  Commons,"  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  ordered  to  carry  the 
faid  addrefs  to  the  Lords,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
the  houfe  had  agreed  to  the  fame,  which  he  accor- 
dingly did,  and  reported,  that  he  had  left  the  ad- 
drefs with  their  Lordfhips. 

The  next  day  they  received  a  meiTage  from  the 
Lords,  to  acquaint  them,  that  his  Majefty  had 
appointed  to  be  attended  with  the  addrefs  of  both 
houfes,  that  day  at  one  of  the  clock,  at  his  palace 
of  St.  James,  and  their  Lordfhips  intended  to  be 
there  at  that  time  :  upon  this  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons 
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mons  about  twelve  o'clock  adjourned  their  houie 
till  two  o'clock  that  afternoon,  and  at  one  o'clock 
his  Majcfty  was  accordingly '  attended  by  both 
houies  vvith  their  faid  addrds,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign^ 

We,  your  Majefty's  inofl:  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjeds,.  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
Commons,  in  parliament  affembled,  prefume  to 
approach  your  facred  perfon,  with  our  warmefl  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  peculiar  goodnefs  expreffed 
in  your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  humbly  intre'at  your  Majefly's  acceptance 
of  our  heartieft  congratulations  upon  your  recove- 
ry from  your  late  indifpofuion.  Your  Majelty's 
return  to  your  parliament  has  difilpated  all  thofe 
anxious  fenfations,  which  the  occafion  of  your  ab- 
fence  had  excited :  and  as  the  re-eilablilhment  of 
your  invaluable  health  is  an  objed:  to  your  faith- 
ful people  of  the  fincereil  joy  and  exultation,  your 
Majelly  has  fhewn  a  moft  afredionate  regard  to 
their  fatisfadion,  in  condefcending  to  take  the 
earliell  opportunity  of  giving  thern  fo  pleafing  a 
proof  of  it. 

This  great  mark  of  your  Majefty's  attention 
niuft  demand  our  moil  fmcere  and  dutiful  thanks : 
but  we  have  before  us  a  dill  more  engaging  in- 
fi:ance  of  your  watchful  ibllicitude  for  our  future 
fecurity  and  happincfs. 

The  conilant  tenor  of  your  juft  and  conilitu- 
tional  government,  diftinguifhed  and  'endeared  to 
'  your  kingdoms  by  an  unwearied  apphcation  to 
the  advancement  of  their' intereft  and  profperity^ 
had  already  filled  our  minds  with  a  moft  cordial 
fenfe  of  gratitude.  The  new  proof,  which  your 
Majeily  is^now  pleafed  to  give  us,  of  your  truly 
paternal  tendernefs,  by  extending  your  concern 
for  the  liability,  dignity,  and  luftre  of  your  crown^ 
with  all  the  happy  efFefts  of  your  love  to  your 

2  royal 
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royal  children,  and  to  your  faithful  fubjedls,  be- 
yond the  period  of  your  own  continuance  among 
them,  muft  infpire  us  with  ftill  higher  degrees,  if 
poffible,  of  reverence  and  affedion. 

Whilft  we  contemplate,  with  admiration,  that 
magnanimity  which  enables  your  Majelly  to  look 
forward,  with  a  cool  compofure  of  thought,  to  an 
event,  which,  v/henever  it  fhould  pleaie  God  to 
permit  it,  mud  overwhelm  your  loyal  fubjeds 
with  the  bittereft  diftra6lion  of  grief;  we  cannot' 
but  be  deeply  affected  with  that  compaffionate 
fentiment  of  your  'royal  heart,  which  fuggells  a 
provifion  for  their  comfort  under  fo  ievere  an  af- 
flidion. 

May  it  pleafe  the  divine  providence  to  exempt 
us  from  the  fatal  neceflity  of  fuch  a  confolation  ! 
your  Majefly  has  fhewn,  from  the  firfl  day  of 
your  aufpicious  reign,  fo  confcientious  a  regard  to 
the  laws  and  liberties,  the  religious  and  civil  rights, 
of  your  kingdoms,  that  we  fhould  be  infenfible 
and  unworthy  the  happinefs  we  ourfelves  enjoy, 
if  we  did  not  ardently  wifh  tO/.  tranfmit  it  under 
the  fame  gracious  care  and  protedlion  to  our  chil- 
dren. 

Yet,  feeling,  as  v^e  do,  the  infinite  importance 
of  every  meafurc  that  may  tend  to  the  perpetuating, 
in  all  events,  our  happy  conditution  -,  in  deference 
to  your  Majefly's  recommendation,  and  under  a  full 
convidlion  of  that  confummate  prudence,  and  be- 
neficent intention,  v>/hich  were  the  motives  of  it, 
we  will  not  fail  to  apply  ourfelves  to  the  imme- 
diate difcufiion  of  tho  high  and  momentous  ob- 
jed,  which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  pro- 
pofe  to  our  confideration. 

Our  deliberations  concernincrit  will  be  anim.ated 
by  the  hopes  of  fecuring  to  our  poiterity,  under 
the  biefi^ng  of  almighty  God,  and  in  concurrence 
with  your  Majefty's  falutary  defigns,  the  in- 
cilimable  blefling  of  a  legal  proccftant  fuccefTion  to 

the 
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the  Crown  of  thefe  realms  in  your  royal  family  ; 
and  will  be  influenced  by  a  jull  confidence  in 
your  princely  wifdom,  and  paternal  concern  for 
your  people. 

We  (hall  go  into  this  confultation  with  a  fen- 
fible  anxiety,  arifing  from  the  fubjed  of  it  ^  but 
we  humbly  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  con- 
clude it  with  all  the  difpatch  compatible  with  its 
fmgular  importance ;  repeating  at  the  fame  time 
our  earneft  fupplications,  that,  through  the  mercy 
of  God  upon  this  proteftant  church  and  nation,  a 
precaution  fo  expedient  in  profpe6l,  may  become 
ufelefs  in  the  event,  by  your  Majefty's  living  to 
form  under  your  own  inftrudlion,  a  fucceffor,  wor- 
thy to  inherit  the  allegiance  and  affe61:iQns  of  a 
free  people,  by  a  long  and  mature  attention  to  the 
example  of  your  royal  virtues. 

To  this  addrefs  his  Majefty  anfwered. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Tour  affe5iionate  congratulations  upon  my  recovery^ 

and  the  fenfe  which  you  exprefs  of  your  happinefs  un- 

'    der  my  government^  give  me  the  greatefi  fatisfa^iion. 

Be  ajfured^  I  have  not  a  moreftncere  concern^  or  a 
more  earneft  defire^  than  to  fecure  to  my f elf  and  faithful 
people^  both  now  and  hereafter  the  religious  and  civil 
bleffings  of  our  invaluable  conftitution. 

As  the  Lords  had,  in  purCuance  of  his  Maje- 
lly*s  fpeechj  ordered  a  bill  to  b^  brought  in,  to 
provide  for  the  adminiftration  of  governmmt^  in  cafe 
the  crown  fljoiild  defend  to  any  of  the  children  of  his 
Majefty^  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen  y ear s^  and 
for  the  care  and  guardianfhip  of  their  perfons  •,  no- 
thing was  done  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  after 
the  report  of  his  Majefty's  faid  anfwer  to  the  joint 
addreis  of  the  two  houfes,  until  the  6th  of  May^ 
when  the  Houfe  received  a  meffage  from  the 
Lords,  by  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Pratt  and  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  Parker^  that  their  Lordfliips 
had.  palled  a  bill,  intitled^  as  above-mentioned,  to 

v/hich 
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which  they  defired  the  concurrence  of  that  hodfe, 
and  the  bill  having  been  carried  up  to  the  table, 
as  foon  as  the  meifengers  were  withdrawn,  it  was 
read  a  firft  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time  the   next  morning ;  but  before  that  order 
was  next  day  read,  a  motion  was  made,  that  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  hum- 
bly  to  acknowledge   his  Majefly's    great  good- 
nefs,    in   propofmg  to   fecure    the  future  quiet 
and  peace  of  thefe  kingdoms,  by  making  a  fettled 
provifion  for  a  regency  and  for  the  guardianfhip 
of  his  children,  in   cafe   (which  God  avert)  thefe 
kingdoms  Ihould  be  deprived  of  the  bleiTing  of  his 
Majefly's   moft  invaluable  life,  before  his   royal 
fucceffor  fhall  have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  ;  and  humbly  to  intreat  his  Majefty,  out  of 
his  tender  and  paternal  regard  for  his  people,  that 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  name  the  perfon, 
or  perfons,  whom  in   his  royal   wifdom,  he  fhall 
think  fit  to  propofe  to  the  confideration  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the  execution  of  thofe  high  trufts  j  this 
houfe  apprehending  it    not  warranted   by  prece- 
dent, nor  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  this  free 
conftitution,  to  veft   in   any  perfon,  or   perfons, 
not  particularly  named  and  approved  of  in  parlia- 
ment, the  important  offices  of  regent  of  thefe 
kingdoms  and  guardian  of  the  royal  offspring, 
heirs  to  the  crown.     It   paffed  in   the   negative. 
And  then  the  bill  being  read  a  fecond  time,  it  was 
committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  for 
the  9th,  after  which  a  motion  v/as  made,  for  ha- 
ving the  bill  printed  ^  which  was  likewife  carried 
in  the  negative. 

Upon  the  9th  as  foon  as  this  order  of  the  day 
was  read,  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  on  the  24th  of  y^m/,  was  ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  faid  committee  y  and  the  houfe 
then  having  refolved  itftlf  into  the  fame  •, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Morton  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to 
infert  in  the  bill,  after  the  Queen,  ker  royal  highnefs 
Augufta  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales  *. 

The 

*  This  extraordinary  motion  requires  a  little  explanation.     It 

came  from  the  Earl  of  Bute.  The  following  fliort  nairative,  ex- 
tra61ed  from  a  well-known  book,  will  render  it  more  intelligible* 
The  King  having  in  his  fpeech  which  introduced  this  bufinefs 
particularly  afl<.ed,  Whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  veil  in 
hia  Majefty,  the  power  of  appointing  theQii^een,  or  any  other  per - 
fonof  the  Royal  Family ^  iilually  redding  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  Re- 
gent of  thele  kingdoms,  and  guardian  cf  his  fuccellbr,  until  he 
flio.uld  he  eighteen?  The  bill  was  brought  in,  giving  fuch  power  j 
but  a  doubt  arifing  concerning  the  extent  of  the  explanation  of 
the  words,  or  any  other  of  the  Royal  Family,  it  was  -affirmedj  that 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  were  only-  defcended  from  the  late 
King.  The  royal  conltruftion  of  thofe  words  was  aiked  ;  and  it 
was  underftood  from  authority,  and  the  belt  public  authority 
of  the  time,  that  that  conftrudion  and  the  previous  affirmation 
were  the  fame.  The  bill  pafled  the  upper  Houfe,  declaring  the 
Royal  Family  to  be  only  the  defcendents  of  the  late  King  :  which 
excluded  the  P.  D.  who  was  of  another  Family.  The  admini- 
iiration,  to  whom  the  bill  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  agreeable, 
are  fpoken  of  as  confidering  this  a  kind  of  viSlory  over  the  Fa- 
vourite, whofe  particular  views  were  thought  to  be  dedroyed  by 
this  excluilon,  which  was  accompliflied  without  a  manifeft  oppo- 
tion  to  the  bill.  But  when  it  came  into  the  Commons,  a  motion 
was  made  and  fupported  by  the  friends  of  the  favourite,  to  in- 
fert her  Royal  Highnefs's  name  j  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 
And  with  tiiis  amendment  it  went  back  to  the  Lords,  where  it 
met  with  no  fecond  oppofition.  But  the  following  fpeech  was 
faid  to  have  been  intended  to  be  fpoken  upon  this  occafion. 

A  fpeech  intended  to  have  been  fpohen  <v:hen  the  Commons  returned  the 
Regency  Billy  ivitb  an  amendment  refpeSiing  the  Princefs  Do'wager, 

My  Lords y 

*  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  find  no  difficulty  in  difagreeing 

*  with    the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  regard  to  this  extraordinary 

*  amcnr>ment.     I   call  it  extraordinary,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the 

*  refolution,  which  your  Lordlliips  came  to  upon  this  claufe  in 

*  the  bill,  was  founded  upon  an  implied,  and  (as  your  Lordfliips 

*  ..onfidered  it)  an  authentick  requeit  from  the  Crown,  delivered 

*  to  this  Houfe  by  one  of  the  firft  minifters  of  his  Majefty  j  to 

*  which  your  Lordfliips  did  accordingly  give  an   immediate  and 

*  ferious  attention,  and  a  moft  unanimous  approbation. 

*  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  perfons  who  moved  for  this  al- 

*  teration  in   the  other  Houfe,  were  men   of  undoubted  loyalty, 

*  and  therefore  I  will  not  inquire  into  the  date  or  complexion  of 
'  their  loyalty.  "But  I  cannot  comprehend, 'my  Lords,  what  un- 
'intelligible  and  unoftcnfibl?  influence  could  tuin  the  hearts  of 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was  ordered  to  be 
made  next  morning.  Upon  this  amendment  the 
houfe  divided,  167  were  for  it,  and  37  againft  it. 
With  this  amendment  the  bill  was  fent  to  the 
Lords  who  agreed  to  it. 

*  that  great  sflembly  as  the  heart  of  one  man,  and  call  upon  them 

*  to  rcjeft  an  article  of  the  bill,  fo  properly  founded  upon  a  de- 

*  claratioii  of  his  Msjefty's  inclinations,  and   fo  unanimoufly  af- 

*  fented  toby  your  Lordfhips.  Was  it  becaufe  they  were  better 
«  acquainted  and  more  imprefled  with  the  virtues  of  the  Royal 

<  perfon,  who  is  the  obje6l  of  this  amendment  ?  Your  Lordihips, 

*  I  fuppofe,  will  not  give  way  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  do- 

*  ing  all  the  juftice  to  the  character  of  this  great  Princefs  j  moft 

*  certainly,  my  Lords,  the  King  hirafelf  will  not  be  behindhand 

*  with  the  body  of  his  fubje6ts,  in  fhewing  every  proper  mark  of 

*  affeftion  to  his  royal  mother. And  yet,  my  Lords,  both  the 

*  King  and  your   Lordfnips  faw  very   wife  reafons  for  what  you 

*  did;   your  Lord  ftiips  treated  the  matter  To  circumftaRced,  with 

<  a  fteadinefs,  which  became  you  ;  with  the  utmofl  deiicacy,  and 
without  any  improper  explanations  upon  fb  nice  a  fubjedh 

*  I  think  there  was  no  undutiful  intimation  contained  in  tliis 

*  methq,d  of  proceeding.  But  it  feems  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
«  were  determined   to   uncover  the  veil. — If  they  did  it  to  ihow 

<  their  fuperior  regard  to  his  Majefty,  they  are  contradicled  by 
«  the  only  public  evidence  of  his  royal  inclinations. — If  they  did 
«  it  to  Ihew  their  contempt  of  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  minillers,  as 

<  fit  in  this  houfe,  they  aded   (at  lead,  as  I  think)  not  a  very 

<  wife  part,  becaufe  not  a  reconciling  part  ;  but  ytt  fach  a  one, 

<  as  the  freedom  of  that  great  and  refpeftable  affembly  has    ever 

*  entitled,  and  I  hope  in  God  will  ever  entitle  them  to.  But  in 
-<  the  midftof  this  ftrange  and  unaccountable  fiuduation  of  things, 

«  what  will  the  wife  and  the  honePc  part  of  the  world  Vv-ithout  doors 

<  think  of  this  unfortunate  country  ?  What  can  they  think,  my 
c  Lords,  but  that  we  have  really  and  truly  no  Minifters  at  all? 
t  And  that  every  thing  is  done  and  undone  (even  in  the  higheft 

<  and  moft  important  concerns  of  this  kingdom)  by  the  hint  or 

<  the  whifper  of  fome  idol  in  a  corner  ? — If  fuch  a  one  there  be, 

<  my  Lords,  I   hope  he  will  be  found  out ,  in  due  time,  and  be 

<  treated,  I  will  not  fay  as  he  deferves,  but  configned  to  fome 

<  inoffenfive  fituation,  where  he  may  be  at  liberty  to  contemplate 

*  the  folly  and  vanity  of  his  ambition,  as  it  may  affe^l  his  owa 

<  perfon,  and  the  danger  and  wickednefs  of  it,  as  it  may  afFe6l: 
*^the  t-rue  and  lading  intereft  of  his  royal  gracious  mafter. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  my  Lords,  I  think  we  cannot  better  (hew 

*  our  duty  to  the  King,  and  our  regar.i   to   the   dignity   of  this 

*  Houfe,  than  by  difagreeing  with  the  Commons  in  this  amend- 

*  ment."" 

Ir  is  proper  to  obferve  that  the  oftenfihie  Miniders  of  the  day, 
were  not  entruded  with  the  management  of  thh  family  hujlnf.fs. 

Vol.  VIL         \        E  LIST 
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LIST  of  the  ACTS  paiTcd  this  Seffion. 

AN  Ad,  to  permit  the  importation  of  fait  ed  pro- 
viftons  from  Ireland,  for  a  Utnited  tirae, 

A  n  A  61,  For  a  land  tax  at  4 j. 

An  Ad,  For  a  duty  on  malt. 

An  Aet,  Fo  punifo  mutiny  and  defer tion. 

An  A6t,  'To  allow  a  further  time  for  the  impart ation 
of  goods  from  the  ceded  iflands. 

An  A61,  Fo  indemnify  perfcns  who  have  omitted  qua^ 
lifying  themfehes  for  offices. 

An  Ad,  For  the  better  regulation  of  his  Majefiy^s 
marine  forces. 

An  Ad,  For  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts  at  Black- 
heath,  Bromley,  ^c. 

An  Ad,  For  the  recovery  of  fmall  debts  in  the  hun- 
dred of  Chippenham,  l£c,  in  Wilts, 

An  Ad,  For  permitting  the  free  iynport ation  of  cat- 
tle from  Ireland. 

An  Ad,  For  providing  a  public  reward  for  perfons 
who  fjjall  dif cover  the  longitude. 

An  Ad,  For  laying  a  fiamp  duty  in  the  Britifh  colo-' 
7ties  in  America, 

An  Ad,  For  lighting.,   cleanflng^   and  paving   the 
Jlreets,  &c,  in   Weitminfter,   a7jd  for   coUeEiing 
certain  tells  on  Sundays. 

An  Ad,  For  rebuilding  the  parlfh  church  of  All- 
hallows,  London  Wall. 

An  Ad,  To  enlarge  the  times  limited  for  executing 
certain  a^s  of  this  feffions. 

An  Ad,  to  encourage  the  growth  of  madder. 

An  Ad,  For  preferving  ffh  in  ponds ^  and  rabbets 
i£c,  in  warrens. 

An  Ad,  To  rebuild  the  parlfh  church  <?/Tetbury. 

An  Ad,  To  provide  for  the  adminifir  ation  of  govern* 
ment  in  cafe  of  the  demife  of  the  King, 

An  Ad,  For  raifing  the  revenue  in  America  j?y 
certain  ft  amp  duties. 

An 
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An  ad,  '^0  veft  the  IJle  of  Man  in  the  crown. 

An  acl,  I'o  encourage  the  growth  end  cultivation  of 

madder  in  E n glan d . 
An  ad,  For  the  harbour  of  Ramfgate,  and  haven 

d?/ Sandwich. 
An   ad,  For  vejling  the  glebe  lands  of  the  re^ory 

of  St.    Chriftophcr,   London,    in  the  Bank    of 

England,  ^c. 
An  ad.  For  regulating  the  poftage  of  letters^  ^c. 

[By  ihis  ad,  the  following  regulations  take 
place  in  America. 

A  fingle  letter  from  England  to  America^  and 
from  America  to  England  is  to  pay  one  fhilling,  a 
double  letter  two  iliillings,  a  treble  letter  three 
ihillings,  an  ounce  four  fhiliings,  and  packets, 
heavier  than  an  ounce,  more  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion. 

A  fingle   letter  by  fea,  from  any  one  port  in 
America^  to  any   other,  is   to  pay  four  pence,  a 
double  one  eight-pence,  a  treble   one    a  fhilling,    > 
an  ounce,  one  fhilling  and  four-pence,  l£c. 

A  fingle  letter,  by  land,  through  the  in- 
terior part  of  the  country,  for  any  diftance  not 
more  than  fixty  miles,  four  pence,  a  double  one 
eight-pence  ;   and  fo  on,  as  above. 

For  .any  diftance  more  than  (ixty  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  miles,  6  pence,  &c. 

For  any  diftance  more  than  one  hundred  miles, 
and  lefs  than  two,  8  pence,  &c. 

For  every  hundred  miles  above  two  hundred, 
each  fingle  letter  is  to  pay  two-pence,  every  dou- 
ble one  four-pence,  ^c. 

In  Ireland  2Lnd  Scotland.']  A  fingle  letter  for  the 
firft  poft  ftage,  from  the  office  v/here  it  is  put  in, 
is  to  pay  one  penny,  a  double  one  two-pence,  a 
treble  one  three-pence,  and  an  ounce  four-pence. 
The  poftage  of  letters  beyond  the  firft  ftage  to  be 
paid  as  before. 

E  2 
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In  England.]  A  Tingle  letter  from  the  firll  poll 
flage  to  the  oflice  where  it  is  to  be  put  in,  is  to 
pay  one  penny,  a  double  one  two-pence,  and  fo 
pn,  as  above.  A  fingle  letter  for  the  two  firft 
pod  Irages  is  to  pay  two-pence,  a  double  one  four- 
pence,  and  fo  on. 

The  poftage  of  letters  beyond  the  fecond  fta^e 
to  be  paid  as  before. 

This  ad:  does  not  alter  or  affed  the  penny-poft 
already  eftabliihed,  but  it  empowers  the  poft-maf- 
ter-general  to  eftablifh  penny  poft-offices  in  any 
city  or  town  where  it  (hall  be  thought  necelTary  of 
convenient.] 

An  acl.  For  repealing  the  dutks  on  rawftlk. 
An  acSt,  For  repairing  roads  from  KatclifF  Highway 

thro^  Cannon -ftreet,  &c. 
An  aft,  For  rendering  more  effeBual  in  Americ% 

the  aUfor  puniJJoing  mutiny  and  defer tion. 
An  ad.  For  appointing  additional  commiff oners  of 

land-tax. 
An  adt,  For  providing  a  public  reward  for  difcover-^ 

ing  the  longitude. 
An  a6l.  For  ohliging  agents  to  account  for  un  claims 

ed  monies. 
An  didi^  For  encouraging  the  herring  fifhery. 
An  ad:,  For  laying  additional  duties  on  the  import a^ 

tion  ofjilks  and  velvets.,  ^c. 
An  2ict^  For  granting   duties  on  the  exportation   of 

coals^  ^c. 
An  ad:,  For  fupplying   the  export  trade  to  Africa^ 

with  coarfe  callicoes^  ^c. 
An  acl,  For  encouraging  the  importation  of  bugles. 
An  ad:.  For  granting  annuities^  and  a  lottery  out  of 

the  Sinking  Fund. 
An  ad:.  For  augmenting  the  income  of  mafters   in 

Chancery.,  U'c, 
An  ad:,.  For  repealing  the  laws  relating  to  width  and 
length  of  woollen-doth:,  &c. 

An 
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A-n  a6t,  For  granting  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund^  for  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 
An  aft,  '^0  amend  the  laws  relati?ig  to  the  militia. 
An  a6l,  I'd  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  ma- 

nufa5iured  ftlk  ftockings^  gloves,  and  mitts. 
An  a6t,  'To  prevent  the   inconveniences  arifing  from 
the  prefent  method  of  iffuing  notes  and  bills  in 
Scotland. 

[By  this  ad  no  bank  or  banker  can  ifTue  notes 
after  the  15th  of  iW^jy,  iy66,  containing  option- 
al claufes,  but  fuch  optional  notes  as  are  then  in 
the  circle  rii ay  freely  pafs  from  hand  to  hand 
during  any  after-period,  and  are  as  good,  and  in- 
titled  to  as  ready  payment  as  If  they  were  payable' 
on  demand. 

That  ail  notes  after  the  pafTing  of  this  aft  are 
liable  to  the  fame  diligence,  if  not  either  paid  or 
marked  immediately  on  prefenting,  as  if  they 
were  bills  of  exchange  ;  and  that  one  fingle  pro- 
ttft  narrating  the  numbers,  dates,  and  fums  of 
each  note,  with  a  copy  of  one  note,  is  fufficient 
,  to  raife  a  horning  or  diligence,  for  the  whole 
fum. 

That  no  bank  or  banker  can  iiTue  notes  under 
20s.  after  the  firil  of  June  next.  But  fuch  of 
thefe  as  are  then  on  the  circle  may  freely  pafs 
from  hand  to  hand,  until  the  firft  of  June  1766, 
and  are  intitied  to  as  ready  payment  as  if  they 
were  for  larger  fums,  during  any  time  thereafter. , 
Hence,  thofe  who  confider  any  fmali  notes  as 
of  fervice  to  themfelves  or  benefit  to  the  country, 
will  circulate  them  fo  as  they  do  not  return  upon"' 
the  i-ffuer  •,  becaule  they  can  never  afterwards  be 
fent  back  to  the  circle.] 

An  aft,   To  alter  the  duties  on  gum  Senega  and  gum 
Arabick,    to  confine  the  import  to  Great-Britain, 
and  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  exportation  thereof 
An   aft,  For  better  prcferving  the    public    roads 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

E  3  An 


£j4  Parliamentary        A..   1765. 

An  a61:,  ^0  amend  the  aBs  for  faving  the  city  and 

liberties  of  We  Pc  qi  i n  fter. 
An  a6l.  For  regulating  the  woollen   manufaElory  in 

Yorkihire. 
An  a6V,  For  relief  cf  infclvent  dshtors. 

[From  the  ending  of  the  former  adl,  to  the 
commencement  of  this,  there  is  an  interval  of  no 
more  than  one  year,  three  quarters,  and  fix  days ; 
the  ihortefb  period  between  the  paillng  two  infol- 
vent  ads  ever  known  in  this  kingdom.] 
An  a6l,  "To  enable  his  majefiy  with  a  confent  of  the 

privy  council^  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  corn^ 

during  the  recefs  of  parliament. 
An  a6l,  'To  allow  the  free  importation  of  corn^  and 

to  difcontiftue  the  bounty  on  corn  exported. 
An  act,  To  redeem  one  fourth  part  of  certain  annul' 

ties. 
An  ad,  To  enlarge  the  fund  for  paying  the  judges 

falaries. 

On  the  2  5th  of  May  his  majefiy  put  an  end  tQ 
the  fefTion  with  the  following  fpeech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^  ^T^  ^  E  difpatch  which  you  have  given   with 

*  X     fo  much  zeal  and  wifdom   to  the  public 

*  buiinefs,  enables  me  now  to  put  a  period  to  this 

*  feffion  of  parliament. 

'  No  alteration  in  the  flate  of  foreign  affairs  has 

*  happened  fmce    your   meeting  to  diflurb  the 

*  general  peace  -,  and  it  is  with  pleafure  that  I 
^  inform  you,  that  the  prefent  difpolitions  of  the 

*  feveral  powers  of  iE//r^/»^  pro mife  the  continuance 

*  of  this  blelling. 

'  I  have  feen  with  the  mofl  perfedt  approbation, 

*  that  you  have  employed  this  feafon  of  tranquil- 

*  lity  in  promoting  thofe  objeds,  which  I  had 
'  recommended  to  your  attention,  and  in  framing 
^  fuch  regulations  as  may  bell  inforce  the  jufl 

'  authority 
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'  authority  of  the   legiflature,  and,  at  the  fame 

*  time,  fecure  and  extend  the  commerce,  and 
'  unite  the  interefts  of  every  part  of  my  dominions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons y 

'  The  chearfulnefs    and   prudence  which  you 

*  have    fhewn  in  providing  for  the  neceilary' ex- 

*  pences  of  the  prefent  year,  deferve  my  parti- 
'  cular  acknowledgments.  The  many  bills 
'which  you  have  formed  for  the   improvement 

*  and  augmentation  of  the  revenue  in  its  feve- 
'  ral  branches,    and  the  early  care     v/hich    you 

*  have  takeij  to  difcharge  a   part  of  the  national 

*  debt,  are  the  mofl:    effedlual    methods    to   efta- 

*  blifh  the  public  credit  upon  the  fureft  founda- 
:*  tions,  and  to  alleviate  by  degreesj  the  burthens 
f  of  my  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^  The  provifions  which   have  been  made  for 

*  the  adminiflration  of  the  government,  in  cafe 
■^  the   crown   fhould   defcend  to  any  of  my  chil- 

*  dren    under  the    age  of  eighteen  years,  whilll; 

*  they  add  fl:r:ength  and  fecurity  to  our  prefent 
reftablifhment,  give  me  the  kindefb  and  moil 
'convincing    proof    of    your   confidence:     the 

*  fenfe  which  I  have  of  the  important  truil  re- 
'  pofed  in  me,  and  my  defire  to  repay  this  mark 
'  of  your  affedion,  by  difcharging  my  part  a- 
'  greeably  to  your  intentions  in  the  manner  mod 

*  beneficial  to  my  people,  have  concurred  to 
'  make  me  execute,  without  delay,  the  powers 
'  with  which  you  have  entrufted  me.  This  is 
'already done  ;  and  you  may  be  affured,  that  as 
^  Far  as  it  depends  upon  me,  thofe  falutary  provi- 
'  fions  fhall  never  be  ineffcdual.  It  is  my  ardent 
f  wiih,  and  (hall  be   my  conftant  endeavour,  on 

E  4  '  thi^', 
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'  this,   and  every  other  occafion,    to  perpetuate 
'  the  happinefs  of  my  fubjeds,  and   to  tranfmtt 

*  to  pofterity  the  bleliings  of  our  invaluable  con- 

*  flitution.' 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament  the  king  chan- 
ged his  minifters.  The  marques  of  Rockingham  w^s 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury.  Mr.  Dow- 
defwell  was  made  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Gen.  Ccnway  and  the  Duke  of  Grafton^  fecretary 
of  flate,  &:c.  &c. 


The 
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The    F  I  F  T  H     SESSION 
OF    THE 

Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain^ 


^his  Seffion  was  opened  at  Weflminfter,  on  thefeven^ 
ieenlb  day  cf 'December,  1765,  hy  the  King^  with 
the  following  fpeech  from  the  T^hrone, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  T*^H  E  prefent  general  Hate  of  tranquillity  in 

*  i     Europe  gave  me  hopes,  that  it  would  not 
«  have  been  necelTary  to  alfemble  my  parliament 

*  fooner  than  is  ufual  in  times  of  peace. 

*  But  as  matters  of  importance  have  lately  oc- 
/  curred  in  fome  of  my  colonies  in  Ar/ierica^  which 

*  will  demand  the  mofl  ferious  attention  of  parlia- 

*  ment  j  and  as  further  informations  are  daily  ex- 

*  pe6led  from  differents  parts  of  that  country,   of 

*  which  I  fhall  order  the  fulieft  accounts  to  be  pre- 

*  pared  for  your  conlideration  ;  I  have  thought  fit 

*  to  call  you  now  together,  in  order  that  oppor- 
'  tunity  may  thereby  be  given,  to  ifTue  the  necef- 

*  fary  writs  on  the  many  vacancies  that  have  hap- 
'  pened  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fince  the  laft  fef- 

*  fion ;  fo  that  the  parliament  may  be  full,  to  pro- 

*  cecd,  immediately  after  the  ufual  recefs,  on  the 
'  confideration  of  fuch  weighty  matters  as  will 
t  then  come  before  you.' 


The 
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The  Commons  agreed  to  the  following  addrefs : 
Moji  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  We  your  Majedy's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 

*  jefls,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parlia- 

*  ment  afTembled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  Maje- 

*  fty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  moft  gra- 

*  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne  :  and  to  afTure  your 

*  Majefly,  that  we  will  not  fail,  when  this  houfe 

*  ihail  be  fupplied  with  its  members,  to  apply  our- 

*  ielves  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  attention  to 

*  thofe  important  occurrences  in  America^  which 
'  your  Majefty  recommends  to  our  confideration, 

*  and  to  exert  our  mofl  zealous  endeavours,  for 

*  the  honour  of  your  Majeily's  government,  and 

*  the  true  intereft  of  your  people  in  all  parts  of 
'  your  extended  empire. 

*  Permit  us  at  the  fame  time  to   congratulate 
,              *  your  Majeily  on  the  late  encreafe  of  your  royal 

*  family,  by  the  birth  of  a  Prince.  Your  Maje- 
^  fty's  happinefs  and  that  of  your  people  are  one ; 
^  and  every  encreafe  of  your  Majeily's  illuflrious 
f  family  is  confidered  by  your  faithful  Commons, 
^as  a  further  fecurity  to  that  religion,  and  thofe 

*  liberties  we  enjoy  under  your  Majefly's  mod  au- 

*  fpicious  government, 

'  We   alfo  beg  leave  to   offer    to    your   Ma- 

*  jelly,  our  fmcere  condolance  on  the  great 
'  lofs,  v^^hich  your  Majefty  and  this  kingdom  have 

*  fuftained  by  the  death  of  his  late  Royal  High- 
'  nefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  whofe  private  and 

*  public  virtues,  whofe  duty  and  affedion  to  your 

*  Majefty,    and  whofe    diftinguiflied   merits,  and 

*  fervices  to  this  country,  as  they  made  his  perfon 
^  dear  to  this  nation  while  he  lived,  fo  they  can- 

*  not  fail  to  render  his  memory  facred  to  the  lateft 

*  pofterity.* 
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To  which  addrefs  the  King  returned  the  follow- 


ing anfwej:^ 


Gentlemen^ 


I  return  you  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 

^he  fatisfa5iion  you  exprefs  in  the  increafe  of  my  fa- 
mily^ and  the  affectionate  fhare  you  take  in  the  great 
lofs  I  have  fuliained  by  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland, are  frefh  -proofs  of  your  zeal  and  loyalty. 

Tour  refolution  at  the  fame  time  to  fupport  the  ha^ 
nour  of  my  government^  and  to  provide  for  the  true 
inter  eft  of  all  my  people^  cannot  hut  be  moft  acceptable 
to  me.  My  condu^  fJoall  always  JJoew,  that  I  confider 
their  inter  eft  as  infeparable  from  my  own. 

The  writs  being  ifTued,  the  Parliament  adjourn- 
ed to  the  14th  oi  January  y   if 66, 

On  that  day  the  Parliament  met  again,  and  the 
King  being  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  made 
the  following  fpeech  to  both  Houfes  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

«  TTTHEN  I  met  you  lad,  T  acquainted  you, 

*  VV    ^hat  matters  of  importance  had  happen- 

*  ed  in  America^  which  would  demand  the  moft 
«  ferious  attention  of  parliament, 

'  That  no  information,  which  could  ferve  to  dt- 
<  red:  your  deliberations  in  fo  interefting  a  concern, 
'  hnight  be  wanting,  I  have  ordered  all  the  papers, 

*  that  give  any  light  into  the  origin,  the  progrefs, 

*  or  the  tendency  of  the  aifturbances  which  have 

*  of  late  prevailed  in  fome  of  the  northern  colonies, 

*  to  be  immediately  laid  before  you. 

'  No  time  has  been  loft,  on  the  firft  advice  of 

*  thefe  difturbances,  to  iiTue  orders  to  the  gover- 
^  nors  of  my  provinces,  and  to  the  commanders 
^  of  my  forces  in  America^  for  the  exertion  of  all 

•  the 
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'the  powers  of  govern  men  r  in  the  ruppreffion  of . 
'  riots  and  tumult,  and  in  the  efFedual  fupport  of 

*  lawful  authority. 

'  Whatever  remains  to  be  done  on. this  occafion, 

*  I  commit  to  your  wifdom  •,  not  doubting,  but 
*.your  zeal  for  the  honour  of  my  crown,  your  at- 

*  tention  to  the  juft  rights  and  authority  of  the 

*  Britijh  legiflature,  and  your  afFedion  and  con- ; 
*.cern   for  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  all  my 

'  people,  will  guide  you  to  fuch  Ibund  and  pru^ 
*.dent  refolutions,  as  may  tend  at  once  to  preferve 
^  thofe  conftitutional  rights  over  the  colonies,  and 

*  to  reftore  to  them  that  harmony  and  tranquillity^ 
f  which  have  lately  been  interrupted  by  riots  and 

*  diforders  of  the  moil  dangerous  nature* 

.*  If  any  alterations   fliould   be  wanting  in   the 

*  commercial  cEConomy  of  the  plantations,  which 

*  may  tend  to  enlarge  and  fecure  the  mutual  and 

*  beneficiarintercourfe  of  my  kingdoms  and  colo- 

*  nies,  they  will  deferve  your   moil  ferious  con-c 

*  fideration.     In   effectuating  parpofes  fo  worthy 
^       'of  your  wifdom  and  public  fpirit,  you  may  de- 

*  pend  upon   my    mofl   hearty    concurrence  and 

*  fupport.     The  prefent  happy  tranquillity,  now 
*fubfi(ling  in  Europe,  will  enable  you  to  purfue 

*  fuch  objeds  of  our  interiour  policy  with  a  more 

*  uninterrupted  attention* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

*  I  have  ordered  the  proper  edimates  for  the 

*  current  fervice  of  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you  : 

*  fuch  fa pplies  as  you  may  grant  fhall  be  duly  ap- 

*  plied  with  the  urmoft  fidelity,  and  fhall  be  dif- 
'  penfed  with  the  Uridefl  oeconomy. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  earneflly  recommend  to  you^  to  proceed  iii 
^  your  deliberations  with  temper  and  unanimity, 

'  The 
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«  The   time  requires,  and  I  doubt  not  but  your 
*'  own  inclination  will  lead  you  to  thole  lidutary 

*  difpofitions.     I   have   nothing  at  heart,  but  the 
'  aiTeruon  of  legal  authority,  the  prefervation  of 

*  the  liberties  of  all  my  fubjeds,  the  equity  and 
«  cTOod  order  of  my  government,  and  the  concord 

*  and  profperity  of  all  parts  of  my  dominions/ 

An  addrefs,  as  ufual,  was  moved,  upon  which  a 
long  debate  enfued. 

The  gentlemen  in  flippbrt  of  the  motion  fpokc 
very  tenderly  of  the  difturbances  raifed  in  America^ 
in  oppofition  to  the  (lamp  act,  terming  them  only 
occurrences  ;  which  gave  great  offence  to  the  friends 
of  the  late  Minifler,  by  whom  that  ad  had  been 
projeded. 

Mr.  Nugent^  now;  Lord  Clare,  infided,  '  That 

*  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom,  obliged 

*  us  to  compel  the  execution  of  the  ftamp  ad, 
'  except  the  right  was  acknowledged,  and  the  re- 

*  peal  follicited  as  a  favour.   He  computed  the  ex- 
^  pence  of  the  troops   now  employed  in  America 

*  for  their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to  amount  to 
'  nine  pence  in  the  pound  of  our  land  tax  ;  while 

*  the  produce  of  the  Stamp-aCl  would  not  raifea 
'  fhilling  a  head  on  the  inhabitants  o'i  America-,. 

*  but  that  a  pepper-corn,  in  acknowledgment  of 

*  the  right,  was  of  miore  value,  than  millions  with- 

*  out.     He  expatiated  oii  the  extreme  ingratitude 

*  of  the  colonies;  and  concluded,  with  charging 

*  the  miniftry  with  encouraging  petitions  to  Parlia- 

*  ment,  and  inllrudions  to  members  from  trading 

*  and  manufaduring  towns,  againil  the  ad.' 

Mr.  Fitt  (now  Lord  Chatham)  fpoke  next.  As 
he  always  begins  very  low,  and  as  every  body  was 
in  agitation  at  his  firft  rifmg,  his  introdudion  was 
iiot  heard,    'till  he  faid,    '  I  came  to  town   biic 

*  to-day  \  I  was  a  ilranger  to  the  tenor, ot  his  Ma-' 

4  'jefty's 
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jefty's  fpeech,  and  the  propofed  addrefs,  'till  I 
heard  them  read  in  this  houfe.  Unconnected 
and  unconiulted,  I  have  not  the  means  of  infor- 
mation 'y  I  am  fearful  of  offending  through  mif- 
take,  and  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a 
fecond  reading  of  the  propofed  addrefs.'  The 
ddrefs  being  read,  Mr.  Fin  went  on  : — '  He 
commended  the  King's  fpeech,  approved  of  tKe 
addrefs  in  anfwer,  as  it  decided  nothing,  every 
gentleman  being  left  at  perfe6t  liberty  to  take 
fuch  a  part  concerning  America^  as  he  might 
afterwards  fee  fit.  One  word  only  he  could  not 
approve  of,  an  early,  is  a  word  that  does  not 
belong  to  the  notice  the  Miniflry  have  given'  to 
Parliament  of  the  troubles  in  America,  In  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance,  the  communication 
ought  to  have  been  immediate  :  I  fpeak  not 
with  refpedi-  to  parties  \  I  Hand  up  in  this  place 
fingle  and  unconne6ted.  As  to  the  late  Miniflry, 
(turning  himfelf  to  Mr.  Grenvilky  who  fat  within 
one  of  him)  every  capital  meafure  they  have 
taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong  ! 
'  As  to  the  prefent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  at  leafl: 
whom  I  have  in  my  eye  (looking  at  the  bench 
where  Mr.  Conway  fat,  v/ith  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury)  I  have  no  objedcion  j  I  have  never 
been  made  a  facrifice  by  any  of  them.  Their 
charadlers  are  fair  ;  and  I  am  always  glad  when 
men  of  fair  charader  engage  in  his  Majefty's 
fervice.  Some  of  them  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  afk  my  poor  opinion,  before  they  would 
engage.  Thefe  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  own, 
I  advifed  them  to  engage ;  but  notwithftanding 
— I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give  them  my 
confidence;  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing 
to  the  Miniflry)  confidence  is  a  plant  of  flow 
growth  in  an  aged  bofom  :  youth  is  the  feafon  of 
credulity  •,  by  comparing  events  with  each  other, 
reafoning  from  effed:s  to  cau fes,   inethinks,  I 

*  plainly 
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*  plainly  diicover  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling  in- 

*  fiuence. 

*  There  is  a  daule  in  the  ad  of  fettlement,  to 

*  oblige  every  Minilter  to  fign  his  name  to  the 

*  advice  which  he  gives  his  Sovereign.  Would 
•it    were  obferved  1 — I   have  had   the  honour  to 

*  ferve  the  Crown,  and  if  I  could  have  fubmitted 

*  to  influence,    I    might   have  dill    continued  to 

*  ferve  -,  but  I  would  not  be  refponfible  for 
'  others. 1  have  no  local  attachments :    it  is 

*  indifferent  to  me,  vv'hether  a   man  was  rocked 

*  in  his  cradle  on  this  fide  or  that  lide  of  the  Tweed, 
i  — I  fought  for  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be 
«  found.— It  is  my  boa(l,  that  I  was  the  firft  Mi* 

*  nifter  who  looked  for  it,  and  I  found  it  in  the 

*  mountains  of  the  north.     I  called  it  forth,    and 

*  drew  it  into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  intrepid 

*  race  of  men  !    men,  who,  when   left  by    yonr 

*  jealoufy,   became  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  your 

*  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned 

*  the  flate,    in    the   war  before  the  lad.     Thele 

*  men,  in  the  iafl  war,  were  brought  to  combat 

*  on  your  dde :  they  ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they 

*  fought  with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you  in 

*  every  part  of  the  world  :  deteded  be  the  national 
'  refledions  againft  them  !-- — -they  are  unjuft, 
'  groundlefs,  illiberal,  unm.anly.  When  I  ceafed 
'  to  ferve  his  Majeity  as  a  Miniiter,  it  was  not  the 

*  country  of  the  man  by  which  I  was   moved — 

*  but  tbe  man  of  that  country  v/anted  ivifdom^  and 
'  held  principles  incompatible  with /r^^/^^;^. 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,   fmce  I  have 

*  attended  in   Parhament.     When   the  refolutica 

*  was  taken  in  the  houle  to  tax  America,  I  was  ill 

*  in  bed.     If  I  could  have  endured  to  have  been 

*  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great  was  the  agitation 
'  of  my  mind  for  the  confequences !  I  would  have 

*  follicited  fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down 
I  on  this  fioor,  to  have  borne  my  tcftimony  againft 

'  it. 


64  Parliamentary     A.  176  * 

'  it.     It  is  now  an  a6t  that  had  pafTed — I  would 

*  fpeak  with  decency  of  every  ad  of  this  Hoiife, 
*•  but  I   mull  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe 

*  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom. 

'  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  appointed  to  con- 

*  fider   the   ftate   of  the  nation,  with   refpedl   to 

*  America.—!  hope,  gentlemen  will  come  to  this 
'  debate  with  all  the  temper  and  impartiality  that 

*  his  majefty  recommends,  and  the  importance  of 

*  the  fubje^l  requires.     A  fubjed  of  greater  im- 

*  portance  than  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this 

*  Houfe !  that  fubjed  only  excepted,  when,  near 

*  a  century  ago,  it  was  the  queilion,  whether  you 

*  yourfeives  were  to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the 
'  mean  time,    as  I   cannot   depend   upon   health 

*  for  any  future  day,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  my 

*  infirmities,    I  will  beg  to   fay  a  few  words  ac 

*  prefent,    leaving   the  juilice,   the   equity,    the 

*  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  ad,  to  another 
'  time.  I  will  only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point 
^  which  feems  not  to  have  been  generally  under- 

*  flood — I  mean  to  the  right.     Some  gentlemen 

*  (alluding  to  Mr.  Nugent)  feem  to  have  confi- 

*  dered   it   as   a   point  of  honor.     If  gentlemen 

*  confider  it  in  that  light,  they  leave  all  meafures 
"  of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow  a  delufion  that 
'  may  lead  to  deilrudion.     It  is  my  opinion  that 

*  this  kingdpm  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the 

*  colonies.     At  the   fame  time,   I  affert  the  au- 

*  thority  of  this  kingdom  over  the  colonies,  to  be 

*  fovereign  and  fupreme,   in   every  circumflance 

*  of  government  and  legiflation   whatfoever. > 

'  They  are  the  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  equally 

*  entitled  with  yourfeives   to  all  the  natural  rights 

*  of  mankind  and  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Eng- 
'  lijhmen.     Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally 

*  participating  of  the   conilitution    of   this  free 

*  country.     The  Americans  are  the  fons,  not  the 

*  baftards,   of  England,     Taxation  is  no  part  of 

'  the 
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*  the  governing  or. legiOative  power. — The  taxes 
'  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant  of  the  Cooimons 

*  alone.     In  legiflation    the  three  eftates  of  the 
«  realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence 

*  of  the  Peers  and  the  Crown  to  a  tax,  is  only 
'  neceffary  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  a  law.     The 

*  gift   and    grant  is  of  the  Commons  alone.     La 

*  antienc    days,    the    Crown,     the  Barons,    and 
«  the  Clergy  polTefled  the  lands.     In  thofe  days, 

*  the  Barons   and   the  Clergy  gave  and  granted  to 

*  the  Crown.     They  gave  and  granted  what  wa5 

*  their  own.     At  prefent,   fince  the  difcovery  of 

*  America^    and  other   circumftances  permitting, 

*  the  Commons    are  became  the    proprietors  .of 

*  the  land.     The  Crown  has  divefted  itfelf  of  its 

*  great  eftates.     The  Church  (God  blefs  it)  has 

*  but  a  pittance.     The  property  of  the  Lords, 

*  compared  with  that  of  the  Commons,  is  as  a 
'  drop   of  water  in  the  ocean  :  and  this  Houfe 

*  reprefents  thofe  Commons,  the  proprietors  of 

*  the  lands  ;   and  thofe  proprietors  virtually  re- 

*  prefent  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  When, 
'  therefore,  in  this  Houfe  we  give  and  grant,  we 

*  give  and  grant  what  is  our  own.     But  in  an 

*  American  tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  your  Ma- 
'  jelly's  Commons  of  Great-Britain^  give  and 
'  grant  to  your  Majefly,    what  ?    Our  own  pro- 

*  perty  ? No.     We   give   and    grant    to   your 

*  Majefty,  the  property  of  your  Majefty's  Com- 

*  mons  of  America. — It  is  an  abfurdity  in  terms. — 

*  The  diftindlion  between  legiflation  and  taxa- 

*  tion    is   eflentially   neceffary   to  liberty.      The 

*  Crown,  the  Peers,  are  equally  legiflative  powers 

*  with   the  Commons.     If  taxation   be  a  part  of 

*  fimple  legiflation,  the  Crown,    the  Peers  have 

*  rights  in   taxation  as  well  as  yourfelves  :  rights 

*  which  they  will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife, 

*  whenever  the   principle   can  be   fupported   by 

*  power. 

Vol.  VII.  F  *  There 
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*  There  is  an  idea  in  feme,  that  the  colonies 

*  are  virtually  reprefented  in  this  Houfe.    I  would 

*  fain  know  by  whom  an  American  is  reprefented 

*  here  ?   Is  he  reprefented  by  any  Knight  of  the 

*  (hire,  in  any  county  in  this  kingdom  ?  JVould 

*  to  God  that  refpeSfahle  reprefentation  was   oug- 
'  mented  to  a  greater  number  I  Or  will  you  tell  him 

*  that  he  is  reprefented  by  any  reprefentative  of  a 
'  borough — a  bwough,  which  perhaps  no  man 

*  ever  faw— This  is  what  is  called^  the  rotten  part 

*  of  the  conftitution,—At  cannot  continue   the 

*  century — If  it  does  not  drop,  it  muft  be  am- 

*  putated. — The  idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation 

*  of  America  in  this  Houfe,   is   the   moft   con- 

*  temptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head 

*  of  a  man — It  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refuta- 
*^tion. 

*  The  Commons  of  America,  reprefented  in 
«  their  feveral  affemblies,  have  ever  been  in  pof- 
<  fefiion  of  the  exercife  of  this,  their  conftitu- 
t  ttonal  right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
4  money.  They  would  have  been  (laves  if  they 
i  had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
«  kingdom,  as  the  fupreme  governing  and  legif- 

*  lative  power,  has  always  bound  the  colonies  by 
t  her  laws,  by  her  regulations,  and  reftridlions  in 
c  trade,  in  navigation,  in  manufactures — in  every 
i  thing,  except  that  of  taking  their  money  out  of 
«  their  pockets  without  their  confent. 

*  Here  I  would  draw  the  line, 

*  ^am  ultra  citraque  mquit  conffjlere  re5fum,* 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and  tone, 
but  fo  low  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  diflinguilh  what 
he  faid.  A  confiderable  paufe  enfued  after  Mr. 
Pitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  got  up.     He  faid,  *  he 
!lly.^°"'   *  had  been  waiting  to  fee  whether  any  anfwer 

*  wouldi 
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*  would  be  given  to  what  had  been  advanced  by 

*  the  right  honourable  gentleman,   referving  him- 

*  fclf  for  the  reply  :  but  as  none  had  been  given ^ 

*  he  had  only  to  declare,  chat  his  owri  fentiments 

*  were  entirely  conforrhable  to  thofe  of  the  right 

*  honourable  gentleman — That  they  are  \o  con- 

*  formable,  he  faid,  is  a  circumftance  that  afFeds 

*  me  with  mod  fenfible  pleafure,   and  does  me 

*  the  greateft  honour.     But  two  things  fell  from 

*  that  gentleman,  which  give  me  pain,  as^  what- 

*  ever  falls  from  that  gentleman,   falls  from  fd 

*  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep  impreflion.— 

*  I  muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.— It  was  objedted^ 
'  that   the    notice   given   to   Parliament  of    the 

*  troubles  in  America  was  not  early.     I  can  afllire 

*  the  Houfe,  the  firft  accounts  were  too  vagu6 

*  and  imperfect  to  be  worth  the  notice  of  Parlia- 

*  meat.     It  is  only  of  late  that  they  have  been 

*  precife  and  full.     An  over-ruling  influence  has 

*  alfo  been  hinted  at.     I  fee  nothing  of  it— 1  feel 

*  nothing  of  it — I  difclaim  it  for  mylelf,  and  (as 

*  far  as    my  difcernment  can  reach)   for  all  the 

*  reft  of  his  Majefty*s  Minifters.' 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Conway^  *  The  Mr.  Pitt, 

*  excufe  is  a  valid  one,  if  it  is  a  juft  one.     That 

*  muft  appear  from  the  papers  now  before  the  ^  ' 

*  Houfe.'     Mr.   Grenville  next  ftood   up.      He  Mr.  Cren- 
began  with  cenfuring  the  Miniftry  very  fevere- ^^^^^* 

ly,  for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  Par- 
liament of  the  difturbances  in  America,  He 
faid,  *  They  began  in  July^  and  now  we  are  in    . 

*  the  middle  of  January  \    lately  they  were  only 

*  occurrences,  they  are  now  grown  to  difturbances, 

*  to  tumults  and  riots.     I  doubt  they  border  on 

*  open  rebellion ;  and  if  the  dodrine  I  have  heard 

*  this  day  be  confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lofe  that 

*  name  to  take  that  of  revolution.     The  govern- 

*  ment  over  them  being  diftblved,  a  revolution 
\  will  take  place  in  America,     I  cannot  underfland 

Fa  *  th@ 
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*  the  difference    between   external   and    internaL 
«  taxes.     They  are  the  fame  in  efFed,  and  only 
'differ   in    name.     That   this  kingdom   has   the 
'  fovereign,    the  fupreme  legiflative  power  over 

*  America^  is  granted.     It  cannot  be  denied  ;  and 

*  taxation  is  a  part  of  that  fovereign  power.     It 

*  is  one  branch  of  the  legiflation.     It  is,  it  has 

*  been   exercifed,  over  thofe  who  are   not,    who 

*  were  never  reprefented.     It  is  exercifed  over  the 

*  India  company,  the  merchants  of  London^  the 
^  proprietors  of  the  flocks,  and  over  many  great 

*  manufaduring  towns.     It  was  exercifed  over  the 

*  palatinate   of  Chejler^    and    the    bilhoprick   of 

*  Durham,    before    they  fent  any  reprefentatives 

*  to  Parliament.     I  appeal  for  proof  to  the  pre- 
-    *  ambles  of  the  Ads    which    gave  them   repre- 

*  fentatives  :  the  one  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

*  itiQ  other  in  that  of  Charles  II.'  Mr.  Grenvilh 
then  quoted  the  Acls,  and  defired  that  they  might 
be  read  •,  which  being  done,  he  faid  :  ^  When  I 

*  propofed  to  tax  America,  I  afked  the  Honfe,  if 

*  any  gentleman   v/oiild  objed   to  the  right ;   I 

*  repeatedly  afl^ed  it,  and  no  man  would  attempt 
'  to  deny  it.  Protedion  and  obedience  are  reci- 
'  procal.    Great -Britain  protedts  America  \  America 

*  is  bound  to  yield  obedience.  If  not,  tell  me 
•=  where  the  Americans  were  emancipated?   When 

*  they  want  the  prote£tion  of  this  kingdom,  they 
'  are  always  very  ready  to  afl^  it.     That  prote6lion 

*  has  always  been  afforded  them  in  the  moft  full 
'  and  ample  manner.     The  nation  has  ran   itfelf 

*  into  an  immenfe  debt  to  give  them  their  protec- 

*  tion  ♦,  and  now  they  are  called  upon  to  contri- 

*  bute  a  fmall  fhare  tov/ards  the  public  expence, 

*  an  expence  arifing  from  themfelves,  they  re- 
,  *  nounce  your  authority,  infult  your  officers,  and 

*  break  out,  I  might  almoft  fay,  into  open  rebel- 

*  lion.     The  feditious  fpirit  of  the  colonies  owes 

*  its  birth  to  the  factions  m  this  Houfe.    Gentle- 

*  meft 
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*  men  are   carelefs   of  the  confequences  of  what 
*■  they  fay,    provided  it  anfwers  the  purpofes  of 

*  oppofition.     We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender 
'  ground ;   we  were   bid  to  expecl  difobedience. 

*  What   was  this,   but   telling  the  Americans  to 

*  ftand  out  againft  the  law,    to  encourage   their 

*  obftinacy  with  the  expectation  of  fupport  from 
'  hence  ?    Let   us  only   hold  out   a  little,    they 

*  would  fay,  our  friends  will  foon  be  in  power. 

*  Ungrateful  people  of  America  !  Bounties  have 

*  been  extended  to  them.  When  I  had  the  honour 
'  of  ferving  the  Crown,  while  you  yourfelves  were 

*  loaded  with  an  enormous  debt,  you  have  given 

*  bounties  on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron,  their 
^  hemp,  and  many  other  articles.     You   have  re- 

*  laxed,  in  their  favour,  the  ad  of  navigation, 
'  that  palladium  of  the  Britijh  commerce ;    and 

*  yet  I  have  been  abufed  in  ail  the  public  papers 

*  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America,     I  have 

*  been   particularly  charged   with   giving  orders 

*  and  inftrudions  to  prevent  the  Spanijh  trade^ 

*  and  thereby  Hopping  the  channel,  by  which 
^  alone  North  America  ufed  to  be  fupplied  with 

*  cafh  for  remittances  to  this  country.  I  defy 
^  any  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inflruc- 
'  tions.     I  difcouraged    no   trade  but  what    was 

*  illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  a6l  of  Parliament.  ' 
^  I  defire  a  Weji-Jndia  merchant,   well  known  in 

*  the  city  (Mr.  Long)  a.  gentlernan  of  charadler, 
^  may  be  examined.  He  will  tell  you,  that  I 
f  offered  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  ad- 
f  vance  the  trade  of  America.  I  was  above  giving 
'  ah  anfwer  to  anonymous  calumnies  ;    but  in  this 

*  place,  it  becomes  one  to  wipe  off  the  afper- 
«  fion.' 

Here  Mr.  Grenvilk  ceafed.     Several  members  Mr.  Pitt. 

got  up  to  fpeak,  but  Mr.  Pitt  feeming  to'  rife, 

the  Houfe  was  fo  clanrprous  for  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr. 

Pin,  that  the  Speaker  was  obliged  to  call  to  order. 

F  3  After 
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After  obtaining  a   little  quiet,  he  faid,  '  Mr. 

^  Pi// was  np  v    who  began  with  informing  thp 

Houfe,    ^  That  he  did  not  mean    to  have  gone 

'  any  further  upon  the  fubjcdt  that  day  ;  that  hp 

*  had  only  defigned  to  have  tl^rown  put  a  few 
5  hints,  which,  gentlemen  who  were  fo  cpnfideni: 

*  of  the  right  of  this  kingdom  tp  fend  taxe3  to 
'  America^  Height  confider ;  mighty   perhaps,  re- 

*  fle6l,  in  a  cooler  Tpoment,  that  the  right  was  at 

*  lead  equivocal.     But  fincp  the  gentleman,  who 

*  fpoke  lad,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  but 

*  had  gone  into  the  whole ;  intp  the  juftice,   the 
*r  equity,  the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  Stamp- 

*  Ad,  as  well  as  into  the  right,  he  would  follov^ 

*  him  through  the  whole  field,  and  ppf|ibat  his 
'  arguments  on  every  point.' 

Id  Strange.  He  was  gpiHg  on,  Y/hen  Lord  Strange  got  up, 
and  called  both  the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Piit^  and  Mr. 
Grenvilky  tp  order.  He  faid^  '  they  had  both 
*^  departed  from  the  matter   before   the    Houfe, 

*  which   was  the  King's  fpeech ;   and  that  Mr. 

*  PiU  was  going  to  fpeak  twice  on  the  fame  de- 

*  bate,  although  the  Houfe  was  not  in  a  com- 

*  mittee.' 

Mr.  Onflow  Mr.  Gcorge  Onflow  anfwered,  *  That  they  were 
5  both  in  order,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but 
f  what  was  fairly  deducible  from  the  King's 
f  fpeech  V  and  appealed  to  the  Speaker.  The 
Speaker  decided  in  Mr.  Onjloiixj^  favour. 

Mr.  Pitt.        Mr.  Pitt  faid,  *  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  fpeak- 

*  ing  twice  :  1  did  exprefsly  referye  a  part  of  my 

*  fubjecl,  in  order  to  fave  the  time  of  this  Houfe, 

*  but  I  am  compelled  to  proceed   in   it.     I  dp 

*  not  fpeak  twice  ;   I  only  finiflied  what  I  defign- 

*  edly  left  imperfeft.     But  if  the  Houfe  is  of  a 

*  different  opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge 

*  a  wifH  of  tranfgrcilion,    againfl  order.     I  am 
^  content,  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be  filent.' — 

'3  Here 
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Here  he  paufed- — The  Houfe  rcfounding  with, 

*  Go  on,  go  on ;'  he  proceeded  : 

*  Gentlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker)  I  have  been 

*  charged  with  giving  birth  to  fedition  in  America, 
«  They  have  fpoken  their  fentinjents  with  frce- 

*  dom,  againft  this  unhappy  adt,  and  that  freedom 

*  has  become  their  crime.     Sorry  I  am  to  hear 

*  the  liberty  of  fpcech  in  this  Houfe,  imputed  as 

*  a  crime.     But  the  imputation  fhall  not  difcou- 

*  rage  me.     It  is  a  liberty   I  mean  to  exercife. 

*  No  gentleman  ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercife  it.  It 

*  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentleman  who  calum- 

*  niates  it  might  have  profited.     He    ought  to 

*  have  profited.     He  ought  to  have  defifted  from 

*  his  projedt.     The  gentleman  tells  us,  America  is 

*  obftinate;    America  is  almoft  in  open  rebellion. 

*  I    rejoice   that    America   has    refifted.      Three 

*  millions  of  people,  fo  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of 

*  liberty,  as  voluntarily  to  fubmit  to  be  flaves, 

*  would  have  been  fi.t  inftruments  to  make  flaves 

*  of  the  reft.     I   come   not    here    armed   at  all 

*  points,  with  law  cafes  and  a6ls  of  parliament, 

*  with  the  ftatUte  book  doubled  down  in  dogs» 

*  ears,  to  defend  the  caufe  of  liberty  :  if  I  had, 

*  I   myfelf   would  have  cited  the   two   cafes  of 
<  Chefter  and  Durham.     I  would  have  cited  them, 

*  to  have  (hewn,  that,  even  under  any  arbitrary 

*  reign?.  Parliaments  were  alhamed  of  taxing  a 

*  people  without  their  confent,  and  allowed  them 

*  reprefentatives.     Why  did  the  gentleman  con^ 

*  fine  himfelf  to  Chefter  and  Durham  ?  He  might 

*  have  taken  a  higher  example  in  JVales  \   IVales^ 

*  that  never  was  taxed  by  Parliament,  'till  it  was 

*  incorporated.     I  would  not  debate  a  particular 
*-  point  of  law  with  the  gentleman  :  I  know  his 

*  abilities,     I  have  been  obliged  to  his  diligent 

*  refearches.     But,  for  the  defence  of  liberty  upon 

*  a  general  principle,  upon  a  conftitutional  prin- 

*  ^iple,  it  is  a  ground  on  which  I  ftand  firm  ;  on 

f  4  •  which 
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*  which  I  dare  meet  any  man.     The  gentleman 

*  tells   us  of  many  who  are  taxed,   and  are   not 

*  reprefented— The  India  company,    merchants, 

*  ilock-holders,  manufadurers.  Surely  many  of 
"^  thcfe   are    reprefented    in    other   capacities,    as 

*  owners  of  land,    or   as  freemen   of  boroughs. 

<  It  is  a  misfortune  that  more  are  not  adtually 
«  reprefented.  But  they  are  all  inhabitants,  and, 
^  as  fuch,  are  virtually- reprefented.     Many  have 

*  it   in    their   Option   to   be  adually   reprefented. 

*  They  have  connexions   with  thofe   that  eledt, 

*  and  they  have  influence  over  them.  The  gen- 
«  tleman  mentioned  the  flock-holders  :  I  hope  he 
'does  not   reckon   the  debts  of  the  nation  as  a 

*  part  of  the  national  eflate.     Since  iho,  acceflion 

*  of  King    William^     many   miniilers,    fome   of 

*  great,  others  of  more  moderate  abilities,  have 
'  taken  the  lead  of  government.' 

He  then  went  through  the  lift  of  them,  bring- 
ing it  down  'till  he  came  to  himfelf,  giving  a  fhort 
fl^etch  of  the  characters  of  each  of  them.     ^  None 

*  of  thefe,  he  faid,  thought,  or  ever  dreamed, 
'  of  robbing  the  colonies  of  their  conftitutional 

<  rights.     That  was  referved  to  mark  the  ^ra  of 

*  the  late  adminiftration  :    not   that   there  were 

*  wanting  fome,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 

*  his   Majefly,    to  propofe  to    me   to  burn    my 

*  fingers  with  an  American  Stamp- Adl.  With 
'  the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  our  bayonets  at 

*  their  breafts,  in  the  day  of  their  diftrefs,  per- 

*  haps  the  Americans  would  have  fubmitted  to 
'  the  impofition  ;  but  it  would  have  been  taking 

*  an   ungenerous,    and   unjuft-  advantage.      The 

*  gentleman   boafts  of  his  bounties  to  America ! 

*  Are  not  thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for  the 

*  benefit  of  this  kingdom  ?  If  they  are  not,  he 

*  has  mifapplied  the  national  treafures.    I  am  no 

*  courtier  of  America^  I  fland  up  for  this  king- 
"  dom.    I  maintain,   that  the  Parliament  has  a 
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*  right  to  bind,  to  rellrain  AnMrka,    Our  legifla- 

*  tive  power  over  the  colonies,  is  fovereign  and 

*  fuprenne.  When  it  ceafes  to  be  fovereign  and 
.*  fupreme,  J  would  advife  every  gentleman  to  fell 
'  his  lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark  for  that 
'  country.    When  tv/o    countries  are  conneded 

*  together,  like  £";^^/^W  and  her  colonies,  without 
'  being  incorporated,    the  one  muft    neceflarily 

*  govern  %  the  greater  muft  rule  the  lefs ;  but  fo^ 

*  rule  it,   as   not  to  contradid   the  fundamental 

*  principles  that  are  common  to  both. 

'  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underfland  th© 
'difference  between  inrternal  and  external  taxes^ 
'  I  cannot  help  it ;  but  there  is  a  plain  diftinclion 

*  between  taxes  levied  for  the  purpofes  of  raifing 

*  a  revenue,  and  duties  impofed  for  the  regula- 

*  tion  of  trade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
>  fubjed ;    although,  in  the  confequences,  fome 

*  revenue  might  incidentally  arife  from  the  latter. 

'  The  gentleman  alks,  when  were  the  colonies 
^  emancipated  ?  But  I  defire  to  know,  when  they 

*  were  made  flaves  ?  But  I  dwell  not  upon  words. 
^  When  I  had  the  honour  of  ferving  his  Majefty, 
'  I  availed  myfelf  of  the  means  of  information, 

*  which  I  derived  from  my  office:    Lfpeak  there- 

*  fore  from  knowledge.     My  materials  were  good. 

*  I  was  at  pains  to  colled,  to  digeft,  to  confider 

*  them  ;  and  I  will    be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the 

*  profits  to  Great  Britain  from  the  trade  of  the 
<  colonies,  through  all  its  branches,  is  two  mil- 

*  lions  a  year.     This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you 

*  triumphantly  through  the  laft  war.     The  eftates 

*  that  were  rented  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 

*  threefcore    years    ago,    are   at    three  thoufand 

*  pounds  at  prefent.     Thofe  eftates  fold  then  froni  ^ 

*  fifteen  to  eighteen  years   purchafe ;    the  fame 

*  may  be  now  fold  for  thirty.     You  owe  this  to  - 

*  America,  This  is  the  price  that  America  pays 
_^  you  for  her  prote<51^on^     And  fhall  a  miferable 

'  financier 
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*  finaucicr  come  with  a  boaft,  that  he  can  fetch 

*  a  pepper-corn  into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  lofs 

*  of  n^illions  to  the  nation  !  I  dare  not  fay,  how 

*  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be  augmented. 

*  Omitting  the  immenfe  increafe  of  people,   by 
'  natural  population,    in  the  northern  colonies, 

*  and  the  migration  from  every  part  of  Europe^ 

*  I  am  convinced  the  whole  commercial  fyftcm  of 

*  America   may  h^  altered   to  advantage.     You 

*  have  prohibited,  where  you  ought  to  have  en- 

*  couraged  ;  and  you  have  encouraged  where  you 

*  ought  to  have  prohibited.     Improper  reftraints 

*  have  been  laid  on  the  continent,  in  favour  of 

*  the  iflands.     You  have  but  two  nations  to  trade 

*  with  in  America.     Would  you  had  twenty  !  Let 

*  adVs  of  parliament  in   confequence  of  treaties 

*  remain,  but  let  not  an  Englijh  minifter  become 
*a  cuftom-houfe  officer  for  Spain^    or  for  any 

*  foreign  power.     Much  is  wrong,  much  may  be 

*  amended  for  the  general  good  of  the  wholes 

*  Does  the  gentleman  complain  he  has  been 

*  mifreprefented  in  the   public  prints  ?    It  is   a 

*  common  misfortune.     In  the  Spanijh  affair  of 

*  the  laft  war,    I    was   abufed  in  all  the   news- 
^'  papers,  for  having  advifed  his  Majelly  to  violate 

*  the  law  of  nations  with  regard  to  Spain,     The 
'  abufe  was  induftrioufly  circulated  even  in  hand- 

*  bills.    If  adminiftration  did  not  propagate  the 

*  abufe,    adminijlration   never    contradiiied    it,     I 

*  will  not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  King. 

*  My   advice  is   in  writing,    figned    by    myfelf, 

*  in  the  pofTelTion  of  the  Crown.     But  I  will  fay, 
^  what  advice  I  did  not  give  to  the  King :  I  did 

*  not  advife  him  to  violate  any  of  the  laws  of 
,*  nations. 

'  As  to  the  report  of  the  gentleman's  prevent- 
ing in  fome  way    the  trade  for   bullion  with 

*  the  Spania^ds^  it  was  fpoken  of  fo  confidently, 

^  that 
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*  that  I  own  I  am  one  of  thofe^who  did  believe  it 
^  to  be  tri^e. 

'  The  gentleman  mufl  not  wonder  he  was  not 

*  contradicted,  when,  as  the  miniftcr,  he  aflerted 
f  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America  I  know 
?  not  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modefty  in  this 
^  Houfe  ^yhich   does   not   chufe  to  contradict  4 

*  minifter.  I  wi(h  gentlemen  would  get  the 
f  better   of  this  modefl:y.     If  they  do  nor,  per-^ 

*  haps,  the  collective  body  may  begin  to  abate 
f  of  its  refpeCJ:  for  the  reprefentative.  Lord  Bacon 
^  had  told  me,  that  a  great  queftion  would  not 
^  fail  of  being  agitated  at  one  time  or  another.  I 
^  was  willing  to  agitate  that  at  the  proper  feafbn, 

*  the  German  war :  my  German  war,  they  called 
^  it.  Every  fefpons  I  called  out,  has  any  body 
^  any  objections  to  the  German  war  ?  No  body 
^  would  objeCt  to  it,  one  gentleman  only  excepted, 

*  fince  removed  to  the  upper  Houfe,  by  fuccef- 
f  (ion  to  an  ancient  barony/  (meaning  Lord 
le  Defpenc^r^  formerly  Sir  Francis  Dajhwood^) 
^  he  told  me,  ^'  he  did  not  like  a  German  war."  I 
f  honoured  the  man  for  it,  and  was  forry  when  he 

*  was  turned  out  of  his  poft. 

*  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without  doors,  of 
?  the  po\yer,  of  the  ftrength  of  America,  It  is  a 
f  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautioufly  meddled  with. 

*  In  a  good  caufe,  on  a  found  bottom,  the  force 

*  of  this  country  can  crufh  America  to  atoms.  I 
?  know  th^  valour  of  your  trpops.  I  know  the 
'  Ikill  of  your  officers.     Thpre  is  not  a  company 

*  of  foot  that  has  fervcd  in  America^  out  of  which 
^  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of  fufficient  knowledge^ 
Vand  experience,  to  make  a  governor  of  a 
'  colony  there.  But  on  this  ground,  on  the 
^  Stamp- Act,  when  fo  many  here  will  think  it  a 
^  crying  injuflice,  I  am  one  who  will  lift  up  my 
\  hands  againft  it,        ' 

""■    '     -^ '  '  *In 
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*  In  fuch  a  caufe,  your  fuccefs  would  be  hazard- 

*  ous,— America^  if  fiie  fell,  would  fall  like  the 

*  ftrong  man.  ,  She  would  embrace  the  pillars  of 
'  the  Hate,  and  pull  down  the  conliitution  along 
^  with  her.     Is  this  your  boailed  peace  ?  Not  to 

*  ilieath  the  fword  in  its  fcabbard,  but  to  flieath 

*  it  in  the  bowels  of  your  countrymen  ?  Will  you 

*  quarrel  with  yourfelves,  now  the  whole  Houfe 
•'  of  Boiirhon  is  united  againft  you  ?  While  France 
.^  difturbs   your    fiiheries    in  Newfoundland^   em- 

*  barrafles,  your  flave  trade  to  Africa^  and  with- 

*  holds  from  your  fubjeds  \n  Canada^  their  pro- 

*  perty  ftipulated  by  treaty;    while  the  ranfom 

*  for  Manillas  is  denied  by  Spain^  and  its  gallant 
^  conqueror  bafely  traduced  into  a  mean  plun- 
^  derer,    a  gentleman,    (Colonel  Draper)    whofe 

*  noble  and  generous  fpirit  would  do  honour  to 

*  the  proudeit  grandee  of  the   country.      The 

*  Americans  have  not  a6ted  in  all  things  with  pru- 

*  dence  and  temper.     They  have  been  wronged. 

*  They  have  been  driven  to  madnels  by  injuftice. 

*  Will  you  punidi  them  for  the  madnefs  you  have 
^  occafioned  ?    Rather  Jet  prudence  and  temper 

*  come  firft  from  this  fide.     I  will  undertake  for 

*  America^  that  fhe  will  follow  the  example.  There 
'  are  two  lines  in  a  ballad  of  Prior^s,  of  a  man's 

*  behaviour  to  his  wife,  fo  applicable  to  you  and 
'  your  colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  repealing 
?  them ; 

*  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  hlin^d  '; 

*  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind, 

'  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the 

*  Houfe  what  is  really  my  opinion.    It  is,  that 

*  the  Stamp- A61  be  repealed  ahfoluiely^  totally^  and 

*  immediately.     That  the  reafonfor  the  repeal  be 

*  affigned,  becaufe  it  was  founded  on  ^n  erro- 

*  neous  principle.  At  the  fame  time,  let  the 
!  ibvereign  authority  of  this  country  over  the 

4  *  colonies^ 
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*  colonies,  be  afferted  in  as  flrong  terms  as  can 

*  be  devifed,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every 
'  point  of  legiflation  whatfoever.  That  we  may 
'  bind  their  trade^  confine  their  manufa5fures^  and 

*  exercife  tv^ry  power  whatfoever,  except  that  of 

*  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets  without 

*  their  confent  V — 

The  addrefs  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion  ; 
as  follows  : 

Mojl  gracious  Sovereign^ 

*  TT  r  E  your  Majeily's  mod  dutiful  and  loyal 

*  VV  fubje6ts,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain^ 
'  in  Parliament  afiembled,    return  your  Majefty 

*  our  mod  humble  thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  - 

*  fpeech  from  the  Throne. 

*  It  is  with  the  higheft  fenfe  of  your  Majedy's 

*  goodnefs  we  acknowledge  that  care  for  the 
'  welfare  of  your  people,  and  that  confidence  in 

*  the  loyalty  and  aifeftion  of  your  faithful  Com- 

*  mons,  which  your  Majefty  lliev^^s  in  the  early 
'  communication,  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed 

*  to  order,  of  the  necefTary  informations  relative 

*  to  the  diilurbances  in  America.     Your  reliance 

*  on  the  wifdom  and  duty  of  your  Parliament  in 

*  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance,  and  the  atten- 
'  tion  fhewn  by  your  Majeily,  in  referving  to  our 

*  deliberation  and  advice,  the  joint  concern  of 
'  ypur   Majefty's  royal  authority,    the  rights  of 

*  your   Parliament,    and   the   happinefs  of  your 

*  fubjedls,  are  at  once  objedls  of  our  higiieil 
'  admiration  and  gratitude. 

'  It  is  our  dut'y,   as  it  ihall  be  our  care,   to 

*  imitate  that  temper  and  equanimity  which  ap- 
^  pears  in  your  Majefty's  conduct,  by  mixing 
«  with  our  zeal  for  the  honour  of  your  Majefty's 

*  goyernment,  and  with  our  juft  regard  for  the 
^  ^  !  dignity 
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*  dignity  and  authority  of  Parliament,  the  utmoft 
'  attention  to  the  important  obje6ts  of  the  trade 

*  and   navigation    of  thefe   kingdoms,    and   the 

*  tendered  concern  for  the  united  intereft  of  all 

*  your  Majefty's  people. 

*  It  is  with  inexpreflible  grief  we    are  again 

*  called  upon  to  condole  with  your  Majefty,  on 

*  the  death   of  another    Prince    of  your    royal 

*  family,    whofe  amiable  difpofition,   and  whofe 

*  early  virtues    in   the  firft  dawn  of  life,   while 
^  they  (hew  him  worthy  of  the  illuftriou*  race 

*  he  fprung  from,    mufl  now  double  our  regret 

*  for  his  untimely  lofs. 

*  The  general  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  fo 

*  happily  reigning   in  all  parts  of  Europe^  muft 

*  give  the  greateft  fatisfadion,  to  every  one,  who 

*  has  any   concern   for  the  true  intereft  of  this 

*  country,  or  who  feels  for  the  general  happinefs 

*  of  mankind. 

'  Our  afliftance  fhall  not  be  wanting  to  aid 

*  your  Majefty  with  our  advice,  and  to  ftrengthen 

*  your   authority,    for   the  continuation  of  that 

*  harmony,    fo  happily  preferved  by  the  wifdom 

*  of  your  Majefty's  councils,  and  the  influence  of 

*  your  mild  aufpicious  government. 

*  We  aflure  your  Majefty  that  we  fliall,   with 
•the  greateft  chearfulnefs,    grant  your  Majefty 

*  the  fupplies    necefiary  for  the  current  fervice 

*  of  the  year,  having  the  firmeft  reliance  on  the 

*  promife  your  Majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
'  make,  of  feeing  them  duly  applied,  with  that 

*  oeconomy  which  your  own  wifdom  will  direct, 

*  and  which  the  circumftances  of  this  country  fo 

*  ftrongly  demand. 

'  The  unanimity    and   difpatch,    which    your 

*  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  recommend,  we  ftiall  from 

*  motives  both  of  duty  and  inclination,   endca- 

*  vour  to  make  the   rule  of  our   proceedings  5 

*  being   fenfible  that  nothing  can  more  imme- 

«  diately 
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«  diately  tend  to  add  weight  to  the  deliberations 

•  of  Parliament,  or  efficacy  to  their  refolutions. 

*  And  as  the  conftant  tenor  of  your  Majefty's 

•  condud,  fhews  that  the  happinefs  and  prolperity 

•  of  your  people,   are  the  fole  objedts  of  your 

•  concern,  we  (hould  be  equally  wanting  in  duty 

•  to  our  Sovereign,  and  care  of  our  own  honour, 
^  did  we  a  moment  negledb  our  part,  in  promoting 

•  all  fuch  wife  and  falutary  meafures  as  may  tend 

•  to   refled  dignity, on  your  Majefty's   govern- 

•  ment,   and  fix  the  welfare  of  your  people  on 

•  the  moil  folid  foundations.* 

Copies  of  fome  of  the  moft  material  letters  and  papirs 
relative  to  the  difturbances  in  America,  which  Mr, 
Secretary  Conway,  by  his  Majefifs  command^  this 
day  laid  before  the  Houfe, 

■Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,   Secretary  Conway,  to  Lieut, 
Gov,  Faquier. 

SepU  14.  1765. 
SIR, 

It  is  with  the  greateft  pleafurel  received  his  Majefty's 
commands  to  declare  to  you  his  moft  gracious  approba- 
tion of  your  conduct.  His  Majefty  and  his  fervants  art 
fatisfied,  that  the  precipitate  refolutions  you  fent  home 
did  not  take  their  rife  from  any  remiflners  or  inat* 
tention  in  you  i  nor  is  his  Majefty  at  all  incHned  tofup^ 
pofe,  that  any  inftance  of  diffidence  or  diffatIsfa£lion 
could  be  founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  his  antient 
and  loyal  colony  of  Virginia  ;  the  nature  of  the  thing  and 
your  reprefentations  induce  a  perfuafion,  that  thofe  ill- 
advifed  refolutions  owed  their  birth  to  the  violence  of 
forae  individuals,  who  talcing  the  advantage  of  a  thin  af- 
fembly,  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publifti  their  own  unform- 
ed opinions  to  the  world  as  the  fentiments  of  the  colony. 
But  his  Majefty,  Sir,  will  not,  by  the  prevalence  of  a 
few  men,  at  a  certain  moment,  be  perfuaded  to  change 
the  opinion,  or  leffen  the  confidence,  he  has  always  en- 
tertained of  the  colony  of  Virginia ;  which  has  always 
experienced  the  prote£tion  of  the  crown.  Flis  Majefty's 
fervants,  therefore,  with  entire  reliance  on  your  prudence, 

and 
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and  on  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of  the  colony  entrufted  to 
ytjur  care,  perfuade  themfelves,  that  when  a  full  aflem- 
bly  ihall  calmly  and  maturely  deliberate  upon  thofe  refo- 
iutions,  they  will  fee,  and  be  themfelves  alarmed  at,  the 
dangerous  tendency  and  mifchievous  confequences  whicW 
they  might  be  productive  qf,  both  to  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  colonies,  which  are  the  equal  obje6^s  of  his 
Majefty's  parental  care  ;  and  whofe  mutual  happinefs  and 
profperity  certainly  require  a  confidential  reliance  of  the 
colonies  upon  the  mother  country. 

Upon  thefe  principles.  Sir,  and  upon  your  prudent 
management,  and  a  proper  reprefentation  to  the  wife  and 
fober  part  of  the  people,  how  earneft  his  Maj^fty  is  to 
extend  the  happy  influence  of  his  fatherly  care  over  eve- 
ry part  of  his  dominions,  it  is  expected  that  a  full  affem- 
bly  will  form  very 'different  refolutions,  fuch  as  may  ce- 
ment that  union,  which  alone  can  eftabli{h  the  fafety 
and  profperity  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mother  coun- 

try.  - 

As  there  is  no  Intention  in  the  crown  to  attempt,  nor 
in  the  King's  fervants  to  advife,  any  incroachments  on 
the  real  rights  and  liberties  of  any  part  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds  ;  fo  neither  will  his  Majefty  undoubtedly  fubmit, 
or  fervants  advife,  under  any  circumftances,  that  the  re- 
fpe£l  which  is  due  to  parliament,  and  which  is  necefla- 
ry  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  Britijb  empire, 
fhould  any  where  be  made  a  facrifice  to  local  and  dan- 
gerous prejudices. 

As  this  important  matter  is,  however,  now  before  his 
Majefty's  privy  council,  as  well  as  the  other  confider^- 
tion  of  the  dangerous  riot  and  mutinous  behaviou^ 
of  the  people  on  the  frontiers,  /  Jhall  not  pretend  to  give 
any  advice  or  inJiruSfions  on  thefe  fuhjeds  j  not  doubting, 
but  you  will  foon  have  the  fullefl:  from  the  wifdom  of  that 
board,  in  all  thofe  things,  in  which,  by  your  laft  ac- 
counts, the  moil  eflential  interefts  of  the  colony  arc  fo 
deeply  concerned. 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean  time,  be  very  atten- 
tive, by  every  prudent  meafure  in  your  power,  at  once 
to  maintain  the  juft:  rights  of  the  Britlfo  government,  and 
to  preferve  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  provinces 
committed  to  your  care. 

But  as  thefe  appear  to  me  matters  of  government  fit 
for  his  Majefty's  more  immediate  notice  and  information^ 
I  rr^uft  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  traufmit  to  me  fuch  occur- 
rences^ 
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ences,   from  time  to  time^  on  thefe  heads,  as  you  fnsiy 
deem  of  impbrtance  in  the  light  I  mention. 
I  am,  &c. 

H.    S.    CONWAY. 

ExtraSf  of  a  LetUr  from  Mr,  -  Secretary  Conway,  to  Major 
General  Gage* 

0^ober2&^i  !'](>$• 
SIR, 

It  is  with  the  gre^teft  concern,  that  his  Majefty 
learns  the  difturbances  which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the 
North  American  -colonies :  thefe  events  will  probably 
create  application  to  you,  in  which  the  utmoft  exertion 
of  your  prudence  may  be  necefTary  ;  fo  as  juftly  to  tem- 
per your  condu6t  between  that  caution  and  coolnefs, 
which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fituation  may  demand  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  vigour  neceflary  to  fupprefs  outrage 
and  violence  on  the  other.  It  is  impoilible,  at  this  dis- 
tance, to  affift  you  by  arty  particular  or  pofitive  inflruc- 
tion,  becaufe  you  will  find  yourfelf  neceflarily  obliged  to 
take  your  refolution  as  particular  circumftances  and 
emergencies  may  require. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expeded,  that  this  want  of  con- 
fidence in  the  juftice  and  tendernefs  of  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can  only 
have  found  place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of 
the  people.  The  better  and  wifer  part  of  the  colonies 
will  know,  that  decency  and  fubmiffion  may  prevail, 
not  only  to  redrefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and 
favour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expe6t 
nothing  but  feverity  and  chaftifement.  You,  and  all 
his  Majefty's  fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and 
love  of)  your  country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  en- 
courage thefe  fentiments. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods^  you  can  contribute 
to  reftore  that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  provinces,  on 
which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a 
moft  acceptable  and  eflential  fervice  to  your  country  : 
but  having  taken  £Very  fiep  which  the  utmofl  prudence  and 
lenity  can  dictate ^  in  compailion  to  the  folly  and  ignorance 
of  fome  mifguided  people,  you  will  not,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  your  affiftance  may  be  wanted  to  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  fail  to  concur  in  every  proper 
meafure  for  its  fupport,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of 
force,  as  may  be  neceiTary  to  repel  a6ts  of  outrage  and 
Vol.  VII.  G  violence. 
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Violence,  and  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
and  good  order  in  the  provinces. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  to  Governor 
Bernard. 

OBoher  24,  1765. 

SIR, 

Your  letters  of  the  15th,  i6th,  22d,  and  31ft  of 
Augujl^  have  been  received  5  the  three  former  not  till 
yefterday. 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  his  Majefly  learns  the 
difturbances  which  have  lately  arifen  in  your  province, 
the  general  confufion  that  feems  to  reign  there,  and  the 
total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in  your  government, 
to  exert  itfelf  with  any  dignity  or  efficacy,  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  tumults,  which' feem  to  ftrike  at  the  very  be- 
ing of  all  authority  and  fubordination  among  you.  Hi$ 
Majefty  cannot  but,  with  the  greateft  furprize,  hear  of 
the  refufal  of  your  council  to  call  for  the  aid  of  any  re- 
gular force  to  the  fupport  of  the  civil  magiflracy,  at  a 
time  when,  it  feems,  you  had  reafon  to  think,  there  was 
no  other  power  capable  of  providing  for  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ill-advifed  and  in- 
tern pei  ate  condu61:  held  by  a  party  in  your  province, 
which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the  removal  of  any 
real  grievance  they  might  labour  under,  but  may  tend  to 
obftru£l  and  impede  the  exertion  of  his  Majefty*s  bene* 
volcnt  attention  to  the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  Well  as  tlie 
welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expeded,  that  this  want  of  confidence 
fn  the  juftice  and  tcndernefs  of  the  mother  country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can  only  have  foun^ 
place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  people  ; 
the  better  and  more  wife  part  of  the  colonies  will  know, 
that  decency  and  fubmiffion  may  prevail,  not  only  to  re- 
drefs  grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the 
outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expe6l  nothing  but  fe- 
verity  and  chaftifement.  Thefe  fentiments,  you,  and 
all  his  Majefty's  fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to, 
and  love  of,  your  country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and 
encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  particular  manner,  call 
upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe  defperate  ;  you  will, 
in  the  ftrongeft  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful 
confequences  that  mufl  inevitably  attend  the  forcible  and 

violeftg 
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violent  refiftance  to  ads  of  the  Brki/h  Parliament,  and 
the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftradlion  to  both  countries, 
infeparable  from  fuch  a  condu6l. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,  you  can  con- 
tribute to  reftore  that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  pro- 
vinces, on  which  their  welfare  and  happinefs  depend, 
you  will  do  a  rrfoft  acceptable  and  eflential  fervice  to 
your  country ;  but  having  taken  every  flep  which  the 
utmoft  prudence  and  lenity  can  dictate,  in  compaflion  to  ^ 

the  folly  and  ignorance  of  fome  mifguided  people,  you 
will  not,  on  the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft 
power  for  repelling  all  a6ls  of  outrage  and  violence,  and 
to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of  force,  as 
the  occafion  may  require  ;  for  which  purpofe,  you  will 
make  the  proper  applications  to  General  Gage^  or  Lord 
Colvii,  commanders  of  his  Majefly's  land  and  naval 
forces  in  Jmerlca :  for  however  unwillingly  his  Maje- 
fty  may  confent  to  the  exertion  of  fuch  powers  as  may 
endanger  the  fafety  of  a  fmgle  fubje(3:,  yet  can  he  not 
permit  his  own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the  BritiJI} 
legifiature,  to  be  trampled  on  by  force  and  violence,  and 
in  avowed  contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  decorum. 

If  the  fubjedl  is  aggrieved,  he  knows  in  what  manner 
legally  and  conftitutionally  to  apply  for  relief :  but  it  is 
not  fuitable,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity  of  the  Britijh 
empire,  that  any  individuals,  under  the  pretence  of  re- 
dreffing  grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violate  the  public 
peace, 

I  am,  ^c. 

H.  S.  CONWAY. 

P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will  carry  orders  to 
Lord  Colvll^  and  to  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia ^  to 
fend  to  your  affiftance  any  force  which  may  be  thought 
necefjTary  fro'm  thence,  and  which  that  province  can 
fupply. 

Copy  of  Mr,  Secretary  Conway's  Circular  Letter  to  theGo^ 
vernors  in  North  America. 

OSlohcr  24,  17 65, 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern,  that  his  Majefty 
learns  the  difturbances  which  have  arifen  in  fome  of  the 
l>^orth  A/nerican  colonies :  if  this  evil  fhould  fpread  to  the 

G  a  govern- 
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govermnent  of  -~— »  where  you  prefide,  the  utmoft  ex- 
ertion of  your  prudence  will  be  neceflary,  fo  as  juftly  m 
temper  your  condu£l  between  that  caution  and  coolnefs 
which  the  delicacy  of  fuch  a  fituation  may  demand,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  vigour  iieceflary  to  fupprefs  out- 
rage and  violence,  on  the  other.  It  is  rmpoffible,  at  this, 
diftance,  to  affill  you^  by  any  particular  or  positive  in- 
flru6^ioii  j  becaufe  you  will  find  yourfelf  rieceffarily 
obliged  to  take  your  rcfolution,  as  particular  circum- 
flances  and  emergencies  may  i-equire. 

His  Majefty,  and  the  fervants  he  honours  with  his 
tonfidence,  cannot  but  lament  the  ill-advi'fed  intempe- 
rance fhewn  already  in  fome  of  the  provinces,  by  taking 
up  a  conduft,  which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  the  re- 
moval of  any  real  grievance  they  might  labour  under, 
i)ut  may  tend  to  obftru£t  and  impede  the  exertion  of  hi& 
Majefty's  benevolence  and  attention  to  theeafe  and  com- 
fort, as  well  as  the  welfare,  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected,  that  this  want  of  confidence 
in  the  juftice  and  tendernefs  of  the  mother  country,  and 
this  open  refiftance  to  its  authority,  can  only  have  found 
place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  people. 
The  better  and  wifer  part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  that 
decency  and  fubmilHon  may  prevail,  not  only  to  redrefs 
grievances,  but  to  obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  th« 
outrage  of  a  publrc  violence  can  expe6t  nothing  but  fe- 
verity  and  chaftifemeht.  Thefe  fentiments  you,  and  aH 
his  Majefty's  fervants,  from  a  fenfe  of  your  duty  to,  and 
love  of,  your  country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  en^ 
courage. 

You  will  all,  in  a  particular  manner,  call  upofl  them 
not  to  render  their  cafe  defperate.  You  will,  in  the 
Itrongeft  colours,  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences  that  muft  inevitably  attend  the  forcible  and  vio- 
lent refiftance  to  a£ts  of  the  5r//(/^  Parliament,  and  the 
fcene  of  mi fery  and  calamity  to  themfelves,  and  of  mu- 
tual weaknefs  and  diftra6!:ion  to  both  countries,  infe- 
parable  from  fuch  a  condu6l. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,  you  can  contri- 
bute to  reftore  that  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  provinces, 
on  which  depend  their  welfare  and  hstppinefs,  you  will 
do  a  moft  acceptable  and  elTential  fervice  to  your  coun- 
try :  but. having  taken  every  ftep  which  the  utmoft  pru- 
dence and  lenity  can  dictate,  in  compaftion  to  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  ibme  mifguided  people>  you  will  not» 

an 
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on  the  other  hand,  fail  to  ufe  your  utmoft  power,  fgr 
repelling  all  a£ls  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the 
province,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of  force  as  the  oc- 
cafion  may  require  5  for  v^rhich  purpofe,  you  will  make 
the  proper  applications  to  General  Gage^  or  Lord  Col" 
vi/y  commanders  of  his  Majefty's  land  and  naval  fojces 
in  Jmerica.  For  however  unwiiiiiii^giy  his  Majefty  may 
confent  to  the  exertioa  of  fuch  powers  as  may  endanger 
the  fafety  of  a  fingle  fubje6t ;  yet  can  he  not  permit  hia 
own  dignity,  and  the  authority  of  the  Br jtijh  legiflature, 
to  be  trampled  on  by  force  and  violence,  and  in  avowed 
contempt  of  all  order,  duty  and  decorum. 

If  the  fubje6t  is  aggrieved,  he  knows  in  what  man* 
ner  legally  and  conftitutionally  to  apply  for  relief;  but 
it  is  not  fuitable,  either  to  the  fafety  or  dignity  of  the 
Britijh  empire,  that  any  individuals,  under  the  pretence 
of  redrefling  grievances,  fhould  prefume  to  violajLC  the 
public  peace. 

H.   S.   CONWAY, 

P.  S.  To  Gqvernor  Wilmot. 
You  will  probably  receive  application  from  Governor 
Bernard^  to  fend  him  part  of  the  force  which  may  be 
within  your  government.  Lord  Colvil  has  command 
to  tranfport  them ;  and  you  will  be  very  attentive^ 
that  the  public  fervice  fhould  fuffer  no  impediment 
from  any  delay  in  you,  when  fuch  application  is 
made, 

pKiraSf  of  a  Letter  from  Mr,  Secretary  Conway,  to  Ai^^ 
jor  General  Gage. 

Decemhr  15,  17  65, 

I  had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the  4th5  8th,  and 
^th  of  November  laft,  by  which  I   learn,  with  the  ut-s- 
moft  concern,  the  difordered  ftate  of  the  Province  wher?    . 
you  refide,  and  the  very  riotous  and  outrageous  behavi- 
our of  too  many  of  the  inhabitants. 

I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  difpatches,  together  with 
thofe  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Cglderiy  before  hjs  Majefty, 
who,  though  highly  provoked  by  fuch  an  inifult  offered 
to  his  Governor  there,  is  however  pleafed  to  hear,  that 
matters  were  not  pu^ied  to  fuch  extremity,  as  might  have 
eoft  the  lives  of  itjany  of  his  fubjedls,  and  perhaps  have 

G  3  tended. 
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tcnelecrj  as  you  feem  apprehenfive,  to  the  great  detri- 
ment,  if  not  ruin,  of  the  town  oi  New -York -y  particular- 
ly if  the  fort  had  fired  on  that  infolent  and  infatuated 
mob  which  fo  provokingly  approached.  The  temper 
fliewn,  as  well  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Golden^  as  by 
the  officers  there,  is  highly  to  be  commended.  Flis  Ma- 
jefty  is  willing  to  fuppofe,  that  both  yourfelf  and  Go- 
vernor Coldm  have  ad;ed  on  principles  of  duty  to  his 
fervice,  in  the  advice  and  refolution  formed  to  put  the? 
ftampt  paper  into  the  hands  of  the  magiflrates  of  New- 
York  ;  which,  however,  unlefs  the  neceility  for  it  ap- 
peared very  preffing,  mufl  certainly  be  looked  upon  as  a 
flep  greatly  humiliating  and  derogating  to  his  Majefty*s 
government. 

if  the  poft  was  not  tenable,  or  the  papers  infecure 
there,  it  fhould  feem  much  preferable  to  hav&  put  thern 
on  board  the  man  of  war,  as  was  propofed  :  nor  doej 
there  appear  any  good  reafon,  why  Captain  Kennedy  re- 
fufed  to  take  them.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance,  to 
judge  with  the  fame  propriety  of  the  conduct,  to  be  held' 
on  occafions  of  fuch  difficulty  and  importance,  as  on  the 
fpot.  Had  the  perfonal  fafety  of  thofe  in  the  fort  alone 
been  confidered,  I  am  perfuaded,  there  would  not  have 
been  a  moment's  hefitation  about  the  defence  of  it,  a- 
gainft  any  attack  that  might  rafhly  have  been  attempted  : 
■  nor  can  his  Majefty  fuppofe  any  want  of  refolution  for 
his  fervicejin  thofe  who  have,  in  their  different  ftations, 
given  fo  many  proofs  of  their  regard  to  it.  It  fhould 
otherwife  feem,  that  the  reality  of  the  mobs  being  arm- 
ed and  prepared  for  an  a£lual  attack,  fliould  have  beeii 
;  well  afcertained  before  the  papers  were  given  up.  * 

■  ,  The  fcep  you  have  thought  fit  to  take,  in  drawing  to- 

gether fuch  forces  as  their  fituation  allowed,  was  cer- 
tainly prudent,  and  could  not  be  too  foon  determined,  on 
any  pofitive  grounds,  to  fufpedt  an  infurredtign ;  and 
efpeciaily  in  regard  to  the  fecuring  his  Majefty's  ftores,  a 
circumftance  which  will  ftill  demand  your  greateft  atten- 
tion ;  and  particularly  thofe  arms,  which  may  be  feized 
by  the  mob  for  their  own  mutinous  purpofes. 

Your  fituation  is  certainly  delicate  and  difficult ;  it  re- 
quires both  prudence  and  firmnefs  in  the  condudt  of  all 
employed  in  his  Majefly's  fervice  there  j  efpeciaily,  con- 
fidering  what  you  fay  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather  impof- 
fibility,  of  drawing  any  confiderable  number  of  men  to- 
gether, and  of  the  impr^dlicability  cf  attempting  any 

thing 
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thing  by  force,  in  the  prefent  difpofitipn  of  the  people, 
without  a  refpeflable  body  of  troops. 

You  feem  to  think  there  are  ftill  hopes,  that  as  the 
fpirits  of  thofe  unhappy  people  have  time  to  cool,  the» 
will  be  more  fubmiffion  fljewn  ;  you  will  not  fail,  I  am 
|?crfuaded,  in  your  ftation,  to  avail  yourfelf  of  every  fa- 
vourable fymptom  for  the  improvement  of  fuch  favour- 
able difpofitions,  any  mor-e  than  to  exert  yourfelf,  where 
^he  necellity  of  the  cafe  may  require,  in  fupport  of  the 
honour  of  government,  and  for  fuppreffing  any  riotous 
or  rebellious  refiftance  offered  to  the  laws,  or  thofe  ma- 
giftrates  who  have  the  execution  of  them. 

I  hope  my  former  letters  are  come  fafe,  as  they  will 
have  conveyed  to  you  his  Majefty's  fentiments  and  com- 
mands for  your  conducSt,  on  the  firft  notice  Qf  thefe  dif- 
turbances, 

f^opy  of  ^  LetUr  fro^  Mr,  Secretary  Conway,  to  Lieur 
tenmii  Governor  Cold  en. 

December  15,  17650 

SIR, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  November 
by  Major  James,  and  that  of  the  9th  of  the  fame  month 
;by  the  pacquet,  with  the  minutes  of  the  council  oi  New- 
Tor  k,  from  the  31ft  of  O£fober  to  the  6th  of  November, 
i^c.—Yvom  your  laft  letter,  I  have  hopes  that  time  will 
produce  ^  recollediion,  which  may  lead  thefe  unhappy 
people  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty;  and  that,  in  the 
•mean  time,  every  proper  and  pra6ticable  meafure  will  be 
taken  to  awe  that  licentious  fpirit,  which  has  hurried  them 
to  thofe  adisof  outrage  and  violence,  equally  dangerous 
to  the  fober  and  well-difpoied  part -of  the  people,  the  eafe 
and  quiet  of  the  city,  and  fubverfive  of  all  order  and  au- 
thority among  them. 

Sir  Henry  Moore  will  certainly  be  arrived  before  this 
reaches  you  ;  it  i^  expedled,  therefore.  Sir,  from  your 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  people,  that  you  fhould 
inform  the  new  governor  of  every  thing  neceffary  for  his 
knowledge,  as  well  refpe£iing  the  ftate  of  things,  as  the 
•chara6lers  and  difpofitions  of  men  in  that  country.  He 
will  fee  that,  by  his  inftru£i:ions,  he  is  empowered  to  fuf- 
pend  members  of  the  council,  and  officers  pf  the  lav/, 
who  fhall  appear  to  defire  it;  being,  in  that  cafe,  only 
pbliged  to  fend  home  immediately  the  reafons  and  caufes 
of  fuch  fufpenfion.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  fuch 
'      G  4  tlrnt^ 
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times  as  thefe  may  require  the  exercife  of  that  power  5 
as  it  is  not  doubted  the  governor  will  ufe  it  with  difcre- 
tion,  fo  it  is  expelled  he  fiiould  not  want  lirmnefs  to 
ufe  it  boldly,  whenever  it  may  feepn  ufeful  to  the  King's 
fcrvice  and  the  publice  peace. 

i^opy  of  the  Refolutlomofthe  Houfe  of  Burgejfes  in  Virginia, 
in  confequence  of  a  motion  made  (May  29,  1765,)  to  take 
into  confid^rdtion  thp  late  aSf  for  levying  a  duty  upon 
JIamps, 

Refolved^  That  the  lirft  adventurers  and  fettlers  of 
his  Majcfty^s  colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia  brought 
with  them,  and  tranfmitted  to  their  pofterity,  and  all 
other  his  Majefty's  fubje<£ls  llnce  inhabiting  in  this  his 
Majefty's  faid  colony,  all  the  liberties,  privileges,  fran- 
chifes^and  imipunities,  that  have  at  any  time  been  held 
and  enjoyed,  and  poffelTed  by  the  people  of  Great-Britain, 

Rejohed^  That,  by  two  royal  charters  granted  by 
King  famei  I.  the  colonies  aforefaid  are  declared  entitled 
to  all  liberties,  privileges  and  immunities  of  denizen^ 
and  natural  fubjecSts,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  if 
they  had  been  abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, 

Refolved^  That  the  taxation  of  the  people,  by  them- 
felves,  or  by  perfons  chofen  by  themfelves  to  reprefent 
them,  who  can  only  know  what  taxes  the  people  are 
able  to  bear,  or  the  eafieft  method  of  raifing  them,  and 
muft  themfelves  be  afFeded  by  every  tax  laid  on  the  peo- 
ple, is  the  only  fecurity  againft  a  burthenfome  taxation, 
and  the  diftinguifhing  charafleriftic  of  Britijh  freedom, 
without  which  the  antient  conftitution  cannot  exift. 

Refolved,  That  his  Majefty's  liege  people  of  this  hi§ 
moft  antient  and  loyal  colony  have,  without  interrup- 
tion, enjoyed  the  ineftimable  right  of  being  governed  by 
fuch  laws,  refpefting  their  internal  polity  and  taxation, 
as  are  derived  from  their  own  confent,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  their  fovereign,  or  his  fubftitutes,  and  that  the 
fame  hath  been  conftantly  recognized  by  the  King  a^c| 
people  of  Great  Britain, 
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oa.  1, 1765, 

Qopy  of  a  reprcfent(itlQn  of  the'  Lords  Commijfioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations^  touching  the  proceedings  and  refolutions 
of  the  Houfe  sf  Reprefeniatives  ^MalTachufet's  Bay,  with 
refpe6i  to  the  a6lfor  levying  a  duty  uponjiamps  /« America, 
(ind  to  other  aSts  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain. 

to   the    KIN  G'j  Moji  Excellent  Majejiy. 
May  it  pleafe  your  Majejiy^ 

I'he  Houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  your  Majefly^s  ^ra*  / 
\ince  of  MaJ/achufefs  Bay  h?Lv'mg,  1  aft  year,  printed  and 
publifhed,  in  the  journals  of  th^ir  proceedings,  a  letter 
from  ^  gommittee  of  that  houfe  to  their  agent  here ;  in 
which  letter  the  a<5ls  and  refolution^  of  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  were  treated  with  the  molt  indecent  dif- 
refpedt,  and  principles  tending  to  a  denial  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  levy  taxes  upon  your  Majefty's  fubjeds  in 
the  colonies,  were  openly  avowed  ;  our  predeceffors  ia 
office  thought  it  their  duty  to  tranfmit  this  tranfadion 
to  your  Majefty's  confideration,  to  the  end  that  fuch  di- 
yedtions  might  be  given,  as  the  nature  and  importance 
pf  the  matter  fhould  appear  to  require. 

Since  this,  and  fince  the  palling  the  a(5t  of  Parliament 
for  levying  a  ftamp  duty  in  America^  the  grounds  of  , 
which  acSt  gave  rife  to  the  reflexions  contained  in  the 
^bove-mentioned  letter,  the  fame  fpirit  that  dictated  the 
fentiqients  it  exprelfes,  has  appeared  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  faid  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  \ 
Upon  the  elecSion  of  counfellors,  who,  by  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  colony,  are  annually  chofen  by  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives,  the  ftrongeft  endeavours  .were  ufcd  toi 
prf elude  your  Majefty's  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  has  al- 
ways been  a  member  of  the  council,  from  his  feat  at  that 
board  j  and  this,  as  your  Majefty's  governor  reprefents, 
merely  on  account  of  his  having  received  an  appointment 
(unfolicited)  to  be  a  diftributor  of  theftamps:  and  the 
motion  made  in  that  houfe,  to  difcontinue  the  annual 
falary  allowed  for  the  fupport  of  your  Majefty's  governor, 
Vpon  which  proceeding  we  have  this  day  made  a  feparate 
yeprefentation  to  your  Majefty,'  feems  to  have  arifen  from 
the  fame  motives. 

Thefe,  however,  being  only  attempts  of  individuals 
in  the  community,  would  not  either  have  required  or  de- 
ferved  your  Majefty's  attention,  in  the  light  in  which  we 
view  them  ;  but  it  further  appears,  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe  af  reprefentatives  in  their  laft  feffion,  that  this 
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ajemhfyy  having  thought  ft  to  make  the  propriety  andescpedi- 
mcy  of  the  Jiamp-aSi^  and  of  other  aSis  of  Parliament^  a 
JubjeSt  of  open  quefiion  and  difcuJ]iony  came  to  feveral  refo- 
lut'ions  and  proceedings  thereupon,  v/hich  they  kept  fe- 
cret  till  the  laft  day  of  their  fellion,  when  they  pubiiflied 
them  in  their  printed  journals. —Then  follow  the  refolu- 
tions — Then  the  board  of  trade  proceeds  thus  :  the  ob- 
ject of  the  refolutions  and  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives  ^MafTachufet'^  ^^;?,  is  to  recommend  to,  and 
induce,  the  reft  of  your  Majefty's  colonies  in  America^  tp 
join  in  a  general  congrefs  of  committees  from  the  feveral  a f- 
femhlies^  independent  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legijlature^ 
end  without  any  previous  application  to  your  Majejiy^  to  con- 
ftder  and  deliberate  upon  the  aBs  of  the  Parliament  of  this 
fsingdom*  As  this  appears  to  us  to  be  the  firft  inftance  of 
a  general  congrefs,  appointed  by  the  affemblies  of  the 
colonies  without  the  authority  of  the  crown  ;  a  meafure 
which  we  conceive  of  dangerous  tendency  in  itfelf,  and 
more  efpecially  fo,  when  taken  for  the  purpofes  exprefied 
in  the  above-mentioned  refolution,  and  conne<Sled  with 
the  fpirit  that  has  appeared  throughout  the  whole  con- 
du61:  of  this  particular  affembly ;  we  therefore  think  it 
our  indifpenfible  duty  to  fubmit  this  matter  to  your  Ma- 
jefty's  confideration,  for  fuch  dire<Sl:ions  as  your  Majefty, 
with  the  advice  of  your  council,  may  think  proper  and 
expedient  to  give  thereupon. 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted,  ^c, 
Whitehall^  OB,  i.  1765. 

Copy  of  a  reprefentation  from  the  Board  of  Trade ^  r dative  t9 
the  outrageous  behaviour  of  the  people  at  the  town  ^/^Bofton, 
in  oppofttion  to  the  (lamp-duty  aSf.     Dated  Od:  10,  1 765. 

To  the  KIN  G's  Mojl   Excellent   Majefiy, 
May  itpleafe  your  Majejiy^ 

Since  our  humble  reprefentation  to  your  Majefty  of 
tlie  firft  inftant,  in  confequence  of  fome  al^raning  pro- 
ceedings of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in  ^he  province 

^i  Maffachufet\  bay,  we  have  received  letters  fr<^m *, 

giving  an  account  of  a  riot  of  a  moft  id^ngerous  tendency, 

which 

♦  Some  blanks  have  been  left  to  prevent  an  improper  difcovery  of  per- 
icns.  It  is  hoped  this  will  be  excufed  when  the  reafon  is  given  in  the  words 
•of  one  of  the  writers  of  intelligence  to  the  miniftry,  upon  this  fubjeft.  He 
<ays,  **  I  fhall  communicate  things  asthey  happen,  although  at  the  rifk  mi 
**  my  life;  for  the  party,  by  their  tools,  frequently  give  out,  that  if  they 
•*  knew  the  man  that  wai'ld  fo  far  afllft  Great-Britain,  as  to  inforin 
«•«  againft  any  aian,  ia  this  Or  any  other  profir.ce,  Jae  ihould  nut  live  saafli^ 
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which  had  arlfen  in  the  town  of  Bo/ion,  and  whieh,  di- 
fe6ling  its  fury  againft  the  houfes  and  perfons  of  the 
Lieutenant-governor,  and  other  principal  oiEcers  of  go-f 
vernment,  continued  with  repeated  a6ls  of  extraordinary 
violence,  from  the  15th  o^  Auguji  to  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month ;  at  which  period  the  tumult  feemed  fufpended, 
rather  than  allayed. 

In  whatever  light  thefe  difturbances  may  be  viewed, 
whether  in  refpedl  of  the  avowed  ofejecSt,  which  the  per- 
petrators apd  abettors  of  them  declare  to  be  a  general  re- 
folution,  to  oppofe  and  prevent  the  execution  of  an  a^ 
pf  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain^  or  in  refpe£tofthe 
ilate  cf  government  and  magiftracy  there,  which  ■»  » 
reprefents  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  refifting  or  fuppref- 
fmg  thefe  tumults  and  diforders,  they  feem  to  us  of  fuch 
high  importance,  that  we  lofe  no  time  in  laying  the  let- 
ters and  papers  relating  thereunto  before  your  Majefty, 
that  your  Majefty  may  dire(Sl  fuch  meafures  to  be  purfued, 
as  your  Majeily,  with  the  advice  of  your  council,  ihall 
think  moft  prudent  and  effectual. 
'    Which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted,  l^c* 

^xtra£i  of  a  letter  from  -^ — ,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway. 
'  New-Tork^  Sept.  23,   1 765. 

The  refolves  of  the  aflembly  of  Virginia^  which  yoii 
will  have  feen,  gave  the  fignal  for  a  general  out-cry 
over  the  continent ;  and  though  I  do  not  find,  that  the 
aflembly  of  any  other  province  has  yet  come  to  refolu- 
tions  of  the  fame  tendency,  they  have  been  applauded  as 
the  prote£lors  and  aflertor s  of  American  liberty ;  and  all 
perfons  excited  and  encouraged  by  writings  in  the  publie 
papers,  and  fpeeches,  without  any  referve,  to  oppofe  the 
execution  of  the  adi: :  the  general  fcheme  concerted 
throughout  feems  to  have  been,  firft,  by  menace  or  force, 
to  oblige  the  ftamp-officers  to  refign  their  employments, 
in  which  they  have  generally  fucceeded ;  and  next,  to 
deftroy  the  ftampt  papers  upon  their  arrival ;  that,  having 
jio  ftamps,  neceffity  might  be  an  excufe  for  the  difpatch 
of  bufmefs  without  them  ;  and  that,  before  they  could 
be  replaced,  the  clamour  and  outcry  of  the  people,  with 
addrefles  and  remonftrances  from  the  aflemblies,  might 
procure  a  repeal  of  the  aiSt.  The  populace  of  Bojfon  took 
the  lead  in  the  riots,  and  by  an  alTault  upon  the  houfe  of 
the  ftamp  officer,  forced  him  to  a  refignation.  The  lit- 
tle turbulent  colony  of  Rhode-IJIand  raifed  their  mob 
likcwifcj  wh9  wefciiot  content  only  to  force  a  promife 
4  Mm 
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from  the  perfon  appointed  to  diftribute  the  ftamps,  that 
he  would  not  a6l  in  that  employment,  but  alfo  aflaulted 
and  deftroyed  the  houfes  and  furniture  of  MefT.  Howard 
and  Moffatt^  and  obliged  them  to  fly  for  fafety  on  board 
a  fhip  of  war:  the  firft,  a  lawyer  of  reputation,  had 
ivrote  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain  to  lay  taxes  upon  the  colonies  ;  the  other  a  phyfician, 
who  ha<l  fupported  the  fame  in  his  converfations.  The 
neighbouring  provinces  feemed  inclined  to  follow  thefe 
examples,  but  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  general  re- 
fjgnation  of  the  ftamp  officers.  The  Bofion  mob,  raifed 
^rft  by  the  inftigation  of  many  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, allured  by  plunder,  rofe  fhortly  after  of  their  own 
accord ;  attacked,  robbed,  and  deftroyed  feveral  houfej, 
and  amongft  others,  that  of  the  Lieutenant-governor, 
and  only  fpared  the  Governor's,  becaufe  his  effects  had 
be^n  reiyioy^d.  People  then  began  to  be  terrified  at  the 
,  fpirit  they  had  raifed ;   to  perceive  that  popular  fury  was 

pot  to  be  guided,  and  each  individual  feared  he  might  be 
the  next  victim  to  their  rapacity.  The  fame  fears  fpread 
through  the  other  provinces,  and  there  has  been  as  much 
pains  taken  fmce^  to  prevent  infurre^iions  of  the  people^  a^ 
before  to  excite  them, 

fixtra^  of  a  flat  e  of  the  province^  contained  in  a  letter  to'A^r, 
Conwaj^,  dated^  Dec.  13,  1765. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  law  make  the  fecond  clafs. 
In  which  are  properly  included  both  the  bench  and  the 
bar ;  both  of  them  aft  on  the  fame  principles,  and  arc 
of  the  moft  djftinguifhed  families  in  the  policy  of  the 
province. 

The  merchants  make  the  third  cbfs  ;  many  of  them  have 
fuddenly  rofe  from  the  low^fi  rank  of  the  people  to  conftderahla 
fortunes^  and  chiefly  in  the  lafl  %juar^  by  illicit  trade ;  they 
abhor  every  limitation  of  trade  and  duties^  and  therefore 
gladly  ^0  into  every  tneafure^  whereby  they  hope  t9  have  trads 
free. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  law,  both  the  judges,  and  th^ 
principal  pra6titioners  at  the  bar,  are  either  owners,  or 
ilrongly  connedted  in  family  intereft  with  the  proprietors 
in  general. — The  gentlemen  of  the  law,  fome  years  fince, 
entered  into  an  aflbciation,  with  intention  among  other 
things,  to  affume  the  direction  of  government  ypon  them» 
by  the  influence  they  had  in  the  afiemblyjj-gaiiied  by 
their  family  ^onne^lion,  and  by  the  profeifibn  of  the  law, 

wfeereby 
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whereby  they  are  unavoidably  in  the  fecrcts  of  many  fa- 
milies. Many  court  their  friendfliip,  and  all  dread  their 
hatred  ;  by  thefe  means,  though  few  of  them  are  mem- 
bers, they  rule  the  houfe  of  the  aflembly,  in  all  matters 
of  importance  ;  the  greateft  number  of  the  afTembly  be- 
ing common  farmers,  who  know  little  of  men  and  things^ 
and  are  eafily  deluded  and  feduced. 

By  thisaflociation,  united  in  intereft  and  family  connec- 
tions with  the  proprietors  of  the  great  tracks,  a  domina?- 
tion  of  lawyers  was  formed  in  this  province,  which,  far 
fome  years  paft,  has  been  too  ftrong  for  the  executive 
powers  of  government. — Befides  what  is  before  related, 
it  is  ncceflary  to  obferve,  that,  for  feveril  years  paft,  the 
aflembly  grants  the  fupport  of  power  only  from  year  to 
year ;  they  increafe  and  leflen  the  falaries  of  all  the  of- 
ficers at  their  pleafure;  and  the  bill  pafled  in  the  houfe 
of  alFembly  (the  author  means  the  Houfe  of  Commons)  in 
thelafl:  feflions  of  Parliament,  laying  internal  taxes  on  the 
colony,  and  paying  all  the  oificers  of  government,  as  ic 
is  fuggefl:ed  they  may  intend  to  do,  will  deftroy  the  great 
and  undue  influence,  which  the  aflembly  has  gained  over 
the  adminiflration,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  Majefl:y's 
prerogative  in  the  colonies  5  and  it  is  chiefly  for  this  reafon 
that  the  popidar  leaders  fo  violently  oppofe  the  a^l  for  laying  a 
Jiamp  duty. 

Extras  of  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade ^  dated  AugufI 
15,  1766. 
Yeflerday  morning,  at  break  of  day,  was  dlfcovered 
hanging  upon  a  tree,  in  a  fl:reet  in  the  town,  an  efiigy, 
with  infcriptions,  (hewing,  that  it  was  intended  to  re- 
prefent  Mr.  Oliver  the  fecretary,  who  had  lately  accepted 
the  office  of  flamp  diftributor.  Some  of  the  neighbours 
oiFered  to  take  it  down,  but  they  were  ^iven  to  know, 
that  would  not  be  permitted.  Many  gentlemen,  efpe- 
cially  fome  of  the  council,  treated  it  as  a  boyilh  fport, 
that  did  not  deferve  the  notice  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil. However,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  as  chief juftice, 
directed  the  Sheriff  to  order  bis  officers  to  take  down  the 
tSigy  5  and  a  council  was  appointed  to  meet  in  the  after- 
noon, to  confider  what  (hould  be  done,  if  the  Sheriff's 
officers  were  obftru6ted  in  removing  the  effigy. 

Before  the  council  met,  the  Sheriff  reported,  that  his 
officers  X*d  endeavoured  to  take  down  the  effigy,  but 

could 
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^  could  not  do  it  without  imminent  danger  of  their  Jives<* 
The  council  met,  reprefented  this  tranfadion  as  the  be- 
ginning of  much  greater  commotions^  and  defired  their 
advice  what  (hould  be  done  upon  this  occafion.  A  majo- 
rity of  the  council  fpoke  in  form  againft  doing  any  thing;, 
but  upon  very  different  principles  :  fome  faid  it  was  a 
trifling  bufmefs,  which,  if  let  alone,  would  fubfide  of 
itfelf ;  but  if  taken  notice  of,  would  become  a  feriou8 
affair.  Others  faid,  it  was  a  ferious  affair  already  :  that 
It  was  a  preconcerted  bufinefs,  in  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  town  was  engaged  :  that  there  was  no  force 
to  oppofe  it,  and  making  an  oppofition  to  it,  vviihout  a 
power  to  fupport  the  oppofition,  would  only  enflame  the 
people,  and  be  a  means  of  extending  the  mifchief  to 
perfons  not  at  prefent  the  objecSls  of  it. — The  Sheriff 
was  ordered  to  affemble  the  peace-officers,  and  prefervc 
the  peace ;  a  matter  of  form,  rather  than  real  fignifi- 
cance. 

It  now  grew  dark ;  when  the  mob,  which  had  been 
gathering  all  the  afternoon,  came  down  to  the  town- 
houfe,  bringing  the  effigy  with  them  ;  and,  knowing 
that  they  were  fitting  in  the  council-chamber,  they  gave 
three  huzzas,  by  way  of  defiance,  and  paffed  on.  From 
thence  they  went  to  a  new  building,  lately  erc<Sbed  by 
Mr.  Oliver  to  let  out  for  (hops,  and  not  quite  finifhed  : 
this  they  called  the  Itamp-office,  and  pulled  it  down  to 
the  ground  in  five  minute?.  From  thence  they  went  ta 
Mr.  Oliver  s  houfe,  before  which  they  beheaded  the 
effigy,  and  broke  all  the  windows  next  the  ftreet.  Then 
they  carried  the  effigy  to  Fort  Hill-,  near  Mr.  Oliver's 
houfe,  where  they  burnt  the  effigy  in  a  bonfire,  made  of 
the  timber  they  had  pulled  down  from  the  building. 
Mr.  Oliver  had  removed  his  family  from  his  houfe,  and 
remained  hinifdf  with  a  few  friends,  when  the  mob  re- 
turned to  attack  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Oliver  was  prevailed  upon  to  retire,  and  his  friends 
kept  poffeffion  of  the  houfe ;  the  mob  finding  the  door 
barricaded,  broke  down  the  whole  fence  of  the  garden 
towards /brf  H/7/;  and  coming  on,  beat  all  the  doors 
and  windows  of  the  garden  front,  and  entered  the  houfe, 
the  gentlemen  there  retiring.  As  foon  as  they  had  got 
poffeffion,  they  fearched  about  for  Mr.  Oliver,  declaring^ 
they  would  kill  him.  Finding  that  he  had  left  the  houfe, 
a  party  fet  out  to  fearch  two  neighbouring  houfes,  in  one 
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of  which  Mr.  Oliver  W2is  i  but,  happily,  they  were  di- 
verted from  this  purfuit  by  a  gentleman  telling  them, 
that  Mr.  Oliver  was  gone  with  the  Governor  to  the 
caftle  ;  otherwife  he  would  certainly  have  been  murder- 
ed. After  eleven  o'clock,  the  mob  feeming  to  grow 
quiet,  the  Lieutenant-governor,  Chief  Juflice,  and  the 
Sheriff,  ventured  to  go  to  Mr.  Oliver's  houfe,  to  endea- 
vour to  perfuade  them  to  difperfe  :  as  foon  as  they  began 
to  fpeak,  a  ringleader  cried  out,  '«  The  Governor  and 
the  Sheriff! — to  your  arms,  my  boys  ;"  prefently  after,  a 
volley  of  ftones  followed,  and  the  two  gentlemen  nar- 
rowly efcaped,  through  favour  of  the  night,  not  with- 
out fome  bruifes,  I  fhould  have  mentioned  before,  that 
a  written  order  was  fent  to  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  militia,  to  beat  an  alarm  :  he  anfwered,  that  it  would 
fignify  nothing,  for>  as  foon  as  th^drum  was  heard,  the 
drummer  would  be  knocked  down,  and  the  drum  broke  i 
he  added,  that  probably  all  the  drummers  of  the  regi- 
ment were  in  the  mob.  Nothing  more  being  to  be  done, 
the  mob  were  left  to  difperfe  at  their  own  time,  whicb 
they  did  about  twelve  o'clock.— Whilft  I  am  writing, 
I  faw  a  bonfire  burning  oa  Fort  Hill^  by  which  I  under- 
ftand  the  mob  is  up,  and  probably  doing  mifchief ;  I 
fhall  therefore  difcontinue  this  letter  till  I  can  receive  ra- 
formation  of  what  is  done  this  night. 

Auguft  16. 

In  the  afternoon  of  yeilerday,  feveral  gentlemen  apF- 
plied  to  Mr.  Oliver^  to  advife  him  to  make  a  public  de- 
claration, that  he  would  refign  the  office,  and  never  a<3: 
in  it ;  without  which  they  faid  his  houfe  would  be  im- 
mediately deftroyed,  and  his  life  in  continual  danger : 
upon  which  he  was  obliged  to  authorize  fome  gentlemen 
to  declare  in  public,  that  he  would  immediately  apply  for 
leave  to  refign,  and  woald  not  a6t  in  the  office  (as  in- 
deed it  was  impoHible  for  him  to  do)  until  he  received 
further  orders*. 

Augufl  22, 

I  come  now  to  purfue  the  fubje£t  of  my  letter,  dated 
the  15th  and  i6th  inftant.— It  is  difficult  to  conceive  the 
fury,  which  at  prefent  pofTefTes  the  people  oi  Bojlon^  of 
all  orders  and  degrees  of  men  :  if  a  j^entleman,  in  com- 
mon converfation,  figrlifies  his  difapprobation  of  this  in* 
furredlion,  his  perfon  is  immediately  in  danger.  A  gen- 
tleman having  faid,   that,    notwithftanding  what  was 

pafTed, 
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pafTed,  he  would  accept  of  the  ftamp-office,  a  d^y  was 
£xed  for  pulling  down  his  houfe;  it  was  prevented  not 
without  difficulty.  Another  gentleman  having  mention- 
ed his  expciStation,  that  fome  regular  forces  would  be 
fent  into  town,  was  obliged  to  make  interceflion  to  pre- 
vent his  being  mobbed.  A  Minifter  of  the  church  of 
England  havings  in  his  fermon,  obliquely  condemned 
thefe  proceedings,  has  been  threatened  with  the  refent- 
ment  of  the  people*  On  the  other  hand,  a  Minifter  of 
one  of  the  principal  meetings  told  Mr.  Oliver^  that 
,  though  he  was   for ry  this  mifchief  had  fell  upon  him, 

yet  it  was  a  very  proper  and  necelftry  proceeding,  and  he 
quite  approved  of  it.  Another  congregational  Minifter, 
well  known  by  his  late  polemical  writings,  has,  as  I 
have  been  told  by  feveral  perfons,  juftified  this  proceed- 
ing in  his  fermon,  and  prayed  for  its  fuccefs  :  but  there 
are  congregational  Minifters,  I  doubt  not,  (and  I  know 
fome)  who  condemn  it,  but  they  dare  not  fpeak  out, 
which  is  the  cafe  of  every  one  who  does  not  approve  of 
it.— I  would  not  willingly  aggravate  matters,  but  I  rcal^ 
Jy  fear  much  worfe  to  come  than  is  pafled  :  the  Sheriff"  of 
this  county,  a  prudent  and  refolute  man,  has  told  me^ 
that  he  was  applied  to  by  fome  friends,  who  would  have 
perfuaded  him  to  refign  his  office,  for  it  would  foon  be- 
come dangerous  for  a  civil  officer  to  appear ;  and  that 
both  his  deputies  at  Bofion  had  applied  to  refign.  The 
firft  oi  November  is  appointed  for  a  grand  jubilee  j  when, 
Ifuppofe,  there  will  be  much  milch  ief  done,  and  ven- 
geance wrecked  upon  thofe  who  remain  friends  to  go- 
vernment. 

It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern,  that  1  am  obliged  to 
continue  the  fubjeiSt  of  my  laft  letters  of  the  15th  and 
i6th,  and  of  the  22d  inft.  the  diforders  of  the  town  har- 
ving  been  carried  to  much  greater  lengths  than  what  I 
have  informed  your  Lordfhips  of. 

After  the  demolition  of  Mr.  Oliver^s  houfe  was  found 
fo  pra6ticable  and  eafy,  and  that  the  government  was 
obliged  to  look  on,  v/ithout  being  able  to  take  any  one 
ftep  to  prevent  it,  and  the  principal  people  of  the  town 
publickly  avowed  and  juftified  the  a6l,  the  mob,  both 
great  and  fmall,  became  highly  elated,  and  all  kinds  of 
ill-humours  were  fet  on  foot ;  every  thing  that,  for 
years  paft,  had  been  the  caufe  of  any  unpopular  difcon^ 
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tent,  was  revived  ;  arid  private  refentments  againft  per- 
fons  in  office  worked  themfelves  in,  and  endeavoured  to 
exert  themfelves  under  the  mafk  of  the  public  caufe. 

On  Monday^  ^^g^ft  26,  there  was  fome  fmall  rumour, 
that  mifchief  would  be   done  that  night;  but   it  was  irt 
general  difregarded.     Towards   evening,  fome  boys  be- 
gan to  light  a  bonfire  before  the  town-houfe,  which  is 
an  ufual  fignal  for  a  mob.     Before  it  was  quite  dark,  a 
great  company  of  people  gathered  together,  crying,  Li- 
berty and  Property  \  which   is   their   ufual  notice  of  their 
intention  to  plunder   and    pull   down  an  houfe.     They 
went  firfl:  to   Mr.  Paxian's  houfe,  who  is  marihal  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  furveyor  of  the  port ;  and  find- 
ing before  it  the  owner  of  the  houfe  (Mr.  Paxton  being 
only  a  tenant)   he  alFured    them,  that   Mr.  Paxton  had 
quitted  the  houfe  with  his  beft  efFeds,  and  that  the  houfe 
was   his  ;  that  he  had  never  injured  them,  and   finally, 
invited  them   to  go  to   the  tavern   and  drink  a  barrel  of 
punch  :  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  fo  that  houfe  was 
faved.     As  foon  as  they  had  drank  the  punch,  they  went 
to  the  houfe  of  Mr.   Storey,  regifter-deputy  of  the  admi- 
ralty, broke  into  it,  and  broke  it  all  to  pieces,  and  took  out- 
all'the  books  and  papers,  among  which  v/ere  all  the  re- 
cords of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  carried  them  to  the 
bonfire,  and  there  burnt  them  :  they   alfo  looked  about 
for  him  with   an  intention  to  kill  him.     From  thence 
they  went  to  Mr.  HoUozueU's^  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms, 
broke  into  his  houfe,  and  deftroyed  and  carried  oS  every 
thing  of  value,  with    about  thirty  pounds,  fterling,  in 
cafh.     This  houfe  was  lately  built  by  himfelf,  and  fitted 
and  furnifhed  with  great  elegance.     But  the  grand  mif- 
chief of  all  was  to  come. 

The  Lieutenant-governor  had  been  apprized,  that 
there  was  an  evil  fpirit  gone  forth  againfi:  him  ;  but,  be- 
ing confcious  that  he  had  not  in  the  leaf!;  deferved  to  be 
made  a  party,  in  regard  to  the  ftamp  a61:  or  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  he  refted  in  full  fecurity  that  the  mob  would  not 
attack  him  ;  and  he  was  at  fupper  with  his  family  when 
he  received  advice  that  the  mob  was  coming  to  him. 
He  immediately  fent  away  his  children,  and  determined 
to  ftay  in  the  houfe  himfelf:  but,  happily,  his  eldefi: 
daughter  returned,  and  declared  (he  would  not  ftir  from 
the  houfe,  unlefs  he  went  vvith  her  ;  by  which  means 
fhe  got  him  away,  which  was  undoubtedly  the  occafion 
Vol.  VII.  H  of 
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of  faving  his  life.  For,  as  foon  as  the  mob  had  got  into 
the  houie,  with  a  moft  iriefiflible  fury,  they  immediate- 
ly looked  about  for  him,  to  murder  him,  and  even  made 
diligent  enquiry  whither  he  was  gone.  They  went  tO' 
woric  with  a  rage  fcarce  to  be  exemplified  by  the  moll: 
favage  people.  Every  thing  moveable  was  deftroyed  in 
the  moft  m.inute  manner,  except  fuch  things  of  value  as 
were  worth  carrying  ofF;  among  which  were  near  looo/. 
ilcrling,  in  fpecie,  befides  a  great  quantity  of  family 
plate,  i^c.  But  the  lofs  to  be  moft  lamented  is,  that 
there  was  in  one  room,  kept  for  that  purpofe,  a  large 
and  valuable  collecSiion  of  manufcripts  and  original  pa- 
pers, which  he  had  been  gathering  all  his  life-time,  and 
to  which  all  perfons,  who  had  h^tn  in  polTeilion  of  valu- 
able papers  of  a  public  kind,  had  beerf  contributing,  as 
to  a  public  mufeum.  As  thefe  related  to  the  hiftory  and 
policy  of  the  country,  from  the  time  of  its  fettlement  to 
the  prefent  time,  and  was  the  only  collection  of  its  kind,, 
the  lofs  to  the  public  is  great  and  irretrievable,^  as  it  is  to 
himfelf,  the  lofs  of  the  papers  of  a  family,  which  had 
made  a  figure  in  this  province  for  a  hundred  and  thirty 
years.  As  for  the  houfe,  which,  from  its  ftrudure  and 
infide  finiftiing,  feemed  to  be  from  a  defign  of  Inigo  Jones ^ 
or  his  fucceffor,  it  appears,  that  they  were  a  long  while 
lefolved  to  level  it  to  the  ground  :  they  worked  three 
hours  at  the  cupola  before  they  could  get  it  down,  and 
they  uncovered  part  of  the  roof;  but  I  fuppofe,  that  the 
thicknefs  of  the  walls,  which  were  of  very  fine  brick- 
work, adorned  with  ionic  pilaPrers  worked  into  the 
wall,  prevented  their  com  pleating  their  purpofe,  though 
they  Vi^orked  at  it  till  day-light.  The  next  day, 
the  ftreets  were  found  fcattered  with  money,  plate,. 
gold  rings,  ^"c.  which  had  been  dropt  in  carrying  ofF. 
'The  whoie  lofs  in  this  houfe  is  reckoned  at  3000/.  fter- 
ling.— It  was  now  becoming  a  war  of  plunder,  of  gene- 
ral levelling,  and  taking  away  the  diftin6tion  of  rich  and 
poor  :  To  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  had  promoted  and 
approved  the  cruel  treatment  of  Mr.  Oliver^  became  novsr 
as  fearful  for  themfelves  as  the  moft  loyal  perfon  in  the 
town  could  be. — When  firft  the  town  took  this  new 
turn,  I  was  in  hopes  that  they  would  have  difavowed  all 
the  riotous  proceedings  ;  that  of  the  firft  night,  as  well 
as  the  laft.  But  it  is  no  fuch  thing  ;  great  pains  are  taken 
to  feparate  the  two  riots  ;  wh^t  was  done  againft  Mr. 

Oliver 
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Oliver  is  ftill  approved  of,  as  a  neceflary  declaration  of 
their  refolution  not  to  fubmit  to  the  ftamp-adtj  and 
even  the  cruel  treatment  of  him  and  his  family  is  jufti- 
fied  by  its  confequences,  the  frightening  him  into  a  re- 
fignation  :  and  it  has  been  publickly  hinted,  that  if  a 
line  is  not  drawn  between  the  firft  riot  and  the  laft,  the 
civil  power  will  not  be  fupported  by  the  principal  people 
of  the  town,  as  it  is  aflured  it  fhall  be  now. — So  that 
the  prefent  authority  of  the  government  is  only  exercifed 
upon  condition,  and  with  prefcribed  limitations. 

Philadelphia.  In  Jjjembly,  Sept.  21.  1 7 65,  A.M. 
The  houfe  taking  into  confideration,  that  an  adl  of 
Parliament  has  lately  pafTed  in  England^  for  impoiing  cer- 
tain ftamp-duties,  and  other  duties,  on  his  Majefty*3 
fubj€(51s  in  America^  whereby  they  conceive  fome  of  their 
moft  eflential  and  valuable  rights  as  Britifn  fubjeif^s  to  be 
deeply  afFedted,  think  it  a  duty  they  owe  to  themfelves 
arid  their  pofterity,  to  come  to  the  following  refolutions, 
'vi%, 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  aflemblies  of  this  pro- 
vince have,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  requifitiom  have 
been  made  hy  his  Majejlyfor  carrying  on  military  operations  for 
the  defence  of  America^  moft  chearfully  and  liberally  con- 
tributed their  full  proportion  of  men  and  money  for  thofe 
fervices. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  whenever  his  Majefty's  fer-' 
vice  fhall,  for  the  future,  require  the  aids  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  province,  and  they  Jl: all  he  called  upon  for  that 
purpofe  in  a  conjiitutional  way^  it  will  be  their  indlfpenfible 
duty,  moft  chearfully  and  liberally  to  grant  to  his  Alaje- 
fty  their  proportion  of  men  and  money,  for  the  defence, 
fecurity,  and  other  public  fervices  of  the  Britijh  Ameri^ 
can  colonies. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince are  entitled  to  all  the  liberties,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges of  his  Majefty's  fubjecSts  in  Great-Britain  or  elfe- 
where  ;  and  that  the  conft-itution  of  government  in  this 
province  is  founded  on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind, 
and  the  nobie  principles  o'i  Englifo  liberty,  and  therefore 
is,  or  ought  to  be,  perfectly  free. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  intereil,  birthright, 

and  indubitable  privilege  of  every  Britijo  fubjedl,  to  be 

taxed  only  by  his  own  confent,  or  that  of  his  legal  re- 
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prefentatives,  in   conjun(Slion  with  his  Majefty,  or  his 
fubftitutes. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  only  legal  reprefentatives  of 
the  inhahitants  of  this  province  are  the  per  fans  they  annually 
eleSl^  to  ferve  as  members  of  ajjembly. 

Refolved  therefore,  new.  con.  That  the  taxation  of  the^ 
people  of  this  province^  by  any  other  per fons  what fo ever  than 
fuch  their  reprefentatives  in  affembly^  is  unconfiitiitional^  and 
fuhverfive  of  their  moft  valuable  rights. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  laying  taxes  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province  in  any  other  manner,  being 
manifejlly  fubverfive  of  public  liberty^  muft,  of  neceffary 
corl'fequence,  be  utterly  deftrudlive  of  public  happinefs, 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  the  refting  an  authority,  in 
the  courts  of  admiralty,  to  decide,  in  fuits  relating  to 
the  (lamp  duties,  and  other  matters,  foreign  to  their 
proper  jurifdisf^ion,  is  highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  his  Majefty's  American  fubjecSts,  contrary  to  Magna 
Charta  ;  the  great  charter  and  fountain  of  £;2^///^  liberty, 
and  defl:ru(Sl:ive  of  one  of  their  moft  darling  and  acknow- 
ledged rights,  that  of  trials  by  juries. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
houfe,  that  the  reftraints,  impofed  by  feveral  late  a£l:s  of 
parliament,  on  the  trade  of  this  province,  at  a  time 
"when  the  people  labour  under  an  enormous  debt,  muft, 
of  neceflity,  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences  ;  not  only  to  this  province,  but  to  the  trade  of 
our  mother  country. 

Refolved,  nem.  con.  That  this  houfe  think  it  their 
duty  thus  firmly  to  afiert,  with  modefly  and  decency.,  their 
inherent  rights,  that  their  pofterity  may  learn  and  know 
that  it  was  not  with  their  confent  and  acquiefcence,  that 
any  taxes  jhould'  he  levied  on  them  by  any  perfon^  but  their  ozvn 
reprefentatives ;  and  are  defirous,  that  thefe  their  refolves 
Ihould  remain  on  their  minutes,  as  a  teftimony  of  the  zeal 
?^A-\d  ardent  defire  of  the  prefent  houfe  of  alFembly,  to 
preferve  their  ineftimable  rights,  which,  as  Englijhmen^ 
they  have  pofielTed  ever  fmce  this  province  was  fettled, 
and  to  tranfmit  them  to  their  lateft  pofterity. 

On  the  1  y i\i  oi  Jamia'ry^  ^7^^^  was  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  and  read  a  petition  of  the  merchants 
of  London^  trading  to  North  America.,  fetting  forth, 
''  that  the  petitioners  had  been  long  concerned  in 
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carrying  on  the  trade  between  this  country  and  the 
Britijh  colonies  on  the  continent  oi North  America ; 
and    that  they  had  annually  exported  very  large 
quantities  of  Britijh   manufadures,  confiding  of 
woollen  goods  of  all  kinds,  cottons,  linens,  hard- 
ware, fhoes,  houfhold  furniture,  and  alrnofl  with-   \ 
out  exception,  of  every  other   fpecies  of  goods 
manufadured  in  thefe  kingdoms,  befide  other  ar- 
ticles   imported  from  abroad,    chiefly  purchafed 
with  our  manufadures  and  with  the   produce  of 
our  colonies  ;  by  all  which,  many  thoufand  manu- 
facturers, fearaen  and  labourers,  had  been  employ- 
ed, to  the   very  great  and  increaung  benefit  of 
this  nation ;  and  that,  in  return  for  thefe  exports, 
the  petitioners   had  received  from    the  colonies, 
rice,  indico,  tobacco,  naval  ftores,  oil,  vv^hale  fins, 
furrs,  and  lately  potafh,  with  other  commodities, 
befide  remittances  by  bills  of  exchange  and  bul- 
lion obtained  by  the  colonifls  in  payment  for  ar- 
ticles of  their  produce,  not  required  for  the  Britijh 
market,  and  therefore  exported  to  other  places; 
and  that  from  the  nature  of  this  trade,  confiding 
ot  5nVi/^  man ufadlu res  exported,  and  of  the  im- 
port of  raw  materials  from  Ar/ierica^  many  of  them 
ufed  in  our  manufadlures,  and  all  of  them  tend- 
ing  to  leflen  our  dependence    on    neighbouring 
ftates,  it  muft  be  deenied  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance in  the  commercial  fyllem  of  this  nation  ;  and 
that  this  commerce  fo  beneficial  to  the  (late,  and 
fo  neeefiary  for  the  fupport  of  multitudes,  then 
lay  under  fuch   difficulties   and  difcouragements, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  its  utter  ruin  was  apprehend- 
ed, without  the  immediate  interpofition  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  the  trade  be- 
tween   the    colonies    and  the    mother   country, 
as  eftabliflied  and  as  permitted  for  many  years, 
and    of    the    experience    which    the    petitioners 
had  long  had  of  the  readinefs  of  the  Americans  to 
make  their  juft  remittances,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
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real  ability,  they  had  been  induced  to  make  and 
venture  fuch  large  exportations  of  Britijh  manu- 
fadiires,  as  to  leave  the  colonies  indebted  to  the 
merchants  of  Great  Britain  in  the  fum  of  feveral 
millions  flerling;  and  that  now  the  colonifts, 
when  preiTed  for  payment,  appeal  to  paft  experi- 
ence, in  proof  of  their  willingnefs  ♦,  but  declare  it 
is  not  in  their  power,  at  prefent,  to  make  good 
their  engagements,  alledging  that  the  taxes  and 
reilridions  laid  upon  them,  and  the  extenfion  of 
the  jurifdidion  of  vice-admiralty  courts  eftabhlhed 
by  fome  late  adls  of  parliament,  particularly  by  an 
ad  palled  in  the  4th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britiflj  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America^  and  by  an  a6t  pafled 
in  the  5th  year  of  his  prefent  Majclly,  for  grant- 
ing and  applying  certain  ftamp  duties,  and  other 
duties  in  the  Britip  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America^  with  feveral  regulations  and  reftraintSs 
which  if  founded  in  afls  of  Parliament  for  defined 
purpofes,  they  reprefent  to  have  been  extended  in 
luch  a  manner  as  to  difturb  legal  commerce  and 
harrafs  the  fair  trader,  and  to  have  fo  far  interrupted 
the  ufual  and  former  mod  fruitful  branches  of  their 
commerce,  reftrained  the  fale  of  their  produce, 
thrown  the  fcate  of  the  feveral  provinces  into  con-r 
fufion,  and  brought  on  fo  gixat  a  number  of  ac- 
tual bankruptcies,  that  the  former  opportunities  and 
means. of  remittances  and  payments  were  utterly 
loft  and  taken  from  them  \  and  that  the  petitioners 
were  by  thefe  unhappy  events,  reduced  to  the  ne- 
^efTKy  of  applying  to  the  houie,  in  order  to  fecure 
themfelves  and  their  families  from  impending  ruin  \ 
to  prevent  a  multitude  of  manufacturers  from  be- 
coming a  burthen  to  the  community,  or  elfefeeking 
their  bread  in  other  countries,  to  the  irretrievable 
Jofs  of  this  kingdoni  ;  and  to  preferve  the  ftrength 
of  this  nation  intire,  its  commierce  fiouriihing,  the 
revenues  increafmg,  our  navigation,  the  bulwark 

of 
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of  the  kingdom,  in  a  ftate  of  growth  and  extcri^ 
fion,  and  the  colonies,  from  inclination,  duty  and 
intereft,  firmly  attached  to  the  mother  country ;  , 
and  therefore  praying  the  confideration  of  the  pre- 
mifes,  and  intr^ating  fuch  relief  as  to  the  houfe 
Ihould  feem  expedient." 

This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  as  were  alfo  the  following  petitions, 
viz.  Of  the  maftcr,   wardens,  and    commonalty^ 
of  the  fociety  of  merchants  venturers  of  the  city 
of  Brijiol,  under  their  common  feal ;  of^  the  mer- 
chants, tradefmen  and  manufadiurers  of  the  fame 
city  ;  of  the  merchants  of  Liverpook,  trading  to 
and  from  America  and  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;    of 
the    merchants,     tradefmen     and    manufafturers 
of  the  town  and  parifh  of  Halifax ;  ot  the  mer- 
chants and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Leeds^ 
trading  to  the  feveral  colonies  of  North  America^ 
.and  of  the  manufa6lurers  of  broad  woollen  cloth, 
.and  fundry   other  aflbrtments  of  woollen  goods^ 
manufadtured  for  fupplying  the  North  American 
.markets  ;  of  the  merchants  of  Lancafler  trading 
to  and  from  !Norrh  America  ^  of  the  merchants, 
manufadurers,  and  traders  of  the  town  of  Man- 
khejier^  and  neighbourhood  thereof  i  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  town  and  county  of  Leicefler ;  and 
of  the  clothiers   and   manufadiurers  of  fuperfine 
broad  cloth,  in  the  town  of  Bradford  m  IViUfhire -, 
z\\  complaining  of  a  great  decay  in  the  trade  to 
the  North  American  colonies,  owing  to  the  late 
iobflrudlions  and  embarraifments  laid  thereon,  and 
praying  relief. 

And  afterwards  there  were  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  and  read,  and  referred  to  the  fame  com- 
mittee, the  following  petidons,  'uiz.  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Frome-,  of  the  mer- 
chants, fadlors,  and  manufadurers  of  Birmingham ; 
of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonalty,  of  the 
^ity  of  Coventry^  and  the  principal  tradefmen  and 
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manufaclurers  of  filk  ribbands  and  worfted  goods, 
in  and  near  the  faid  city,  whofe  common  feal  and 
names  are  thereunto  refpedively  affixed,  in  behalf 
of  themfelves    and  others  concerned    in   the  faid 
mannfadures  ;  of  the    merchants  and   dealers  in 
the    filk,  mohair,    and  button  manufa6lures,  re- 
ading in  the  town  of  Macclesfield-,  of  the  mer- 
chants, traders,    and   manufadturers    of    Wolver- 
hampton •,  of  the   merchants,  traders,  and  manu- 
fa6turers    of  Stourbridge  \  of  the  merchants    and 
manufadurers  of  Dudley  ;  of  the  tradefmen,  ma- 
nufadurers,  ^c.  of  the  borough  of  Minehead%  of 
the  mayor,  aldermen,    burgelTes,  principal  inha- 
bitants, and  traders  in  the  woollen  manufactory  in 
Taunton  ;  of  the  mailer,  wardens,  and  commonalty 
of  blanket  weavers  in  Witney-,  of  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, aldermen,  IherifF,  and  commonalty  of  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town   of  Newcafik  upon 
Tyne  ♦,  of  the    merchants  of  Glafgow   trading  to 
North  America  ,  of  the   bailiff  and    burgefles  of 
Chippenham  ;  and  of  the  principal  tradefmen,  manu- 
fadurers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  oi'Notting- 
ham  -,    all  containing   much   the  fame   complaint 
as  in  the  former  petitions,  and  concluding  v/ith 
the  fame  prayer. 

In  giving  this  lift  of  petitions  we  have  been  the 
more  particular,  as  it  not  only  fhews  how  much 
the  people  even  of  this  kingdom  were  interefled  in 
this  affair,  but  alfo  it  {hews  how  diligent  the  mer- 
chants and  fadors  of  London  had  been  in  procuring 
petitions  upon  this  occafion  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  •,  which  fhews  how  cautious  minifters 
fhould  be  of  adopting  any  fcheme  or  meafure  which 
may  affed  the  immediate  intereft  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  particular  men. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1766,  the  Houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  conlidcr  of  the  petitions  and  papers;  and  on 
ihat  day,  the  29th,  and  31ft  of  January,  and  on 
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the  3d,  5th,  7th,  loth,  nth,  12th,  I3l:h,  17th, 
i8th,  and2ift,  of  February^  on  fome  of  which 
days  the  committee  continued  fitting  till  after  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  During  this  time  great 
numbers  of  other  petitions,  letters  and  papers  were 
laid  before  the  houfe  •,  particularly  a  petition  of 
Stephen  Fuller^  Efq;  agent  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
fetting  forth  that  in  the  year  1760,  there  brokej 
out  two  rebellions  in  the  faid  iQand,  which  threaten-^ 
ed  not  only  the  deftruclion  of  the  inhabitants,' 
but  the  lofs  of  that  valuable  colony  to  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  that  after  the  faid  rebellions,  the  affem-' 
bly  of  the  faid  ifland  thought  proper,  in  order  to' 
defray  the  expence  that  increafed  on  account  there- 
of, to  lay  a  tax  by  way  of  (lamps,  which  tax  was 
laid  in  the  year  1760,  and  continued  till  December 
1763,  when  thaf  law  was  fulFered  to  expire,  on 
account,  as  the  petitioner  is  informed,  and  be- 
lieves, of  its  being  unequal  and  burthenfome,  as 
it  certainly  was  in  a  high  degree  •,  and  that  the 
petitioner  moll  humbly  conceiving,  that  the  act 
for  impofing  certain  ilamp  duties,  in  the  Britijh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America^  will  be  attend- 
ed with  the  fame  inconveniences,  if  not  greater 
(on  account  that  the  forfeitures  and  penalties  in- 
curred may  be  fued  for  and  recovered  in  any  court 
of  record,  or  in  court  of  admiralty  or  vice  admiral- 
ty in  the  ifland,  at  the  eledion  of  the  informer  or 
profecutor)  prayed  fuch  relief  in  the  premifes,  as 
to  the  houfe  fhould  feera  meet. 

There  had  alfo  on  the  ^\^oi  January  been  pre- 
fented  and  read  a  petition  of  Edward  Montagu^ 
agent  for  the  colony  of  Virginia^  and  a  petition  of 
William  Knox^  agent  for  the  province  of  Georgia^ 
reprefenting  the  inability  of  thefe  provinces  to  pay 
the  (lamp  duty;  which  three  petitions  were  the 
only  petitions  prefented  this  feffion  in  the  name  of 
^ny  of  the  colonies, 
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The  Houfe,  in  committee,  not  only  examined 
the  petitions  and  papers  laid  before  th^m,  but 
alfo  feveral  perfbns  whom  they  ordered  to  attend  ; 
and  among  them  was  Do6lor  Benjamin  Franklin  ; 
whofe  examination  being  curious  and  interefling, 
it  is  here  inlerted  from  an  accurate  copy. 

Q^  What  is  your  name,  and  place  of  abode  ? 

A.  Franklin^  of  Philadelphia, 

Q^  Do  the  .Americans  pay  any  confiderable 
taxes  among  themfelves  f 

A.  Certainly  m.any,  and  very  heavy  taxes. 

Q^  What  are  the  prefent  taxes  mPennfyhani^y 
laid  by  the  laws  of  the  colony  ? 

A.  There  are  taxes  on  all  eftates  real  and  per- 
fonal,  a  poll-tax,  a  tax  on  all  offices,  profefTions, 
trades  and  bufmeffes,  according  to  their  profits; 
an  excife  on  all  wine,  rum,  and  other  fpirits  ; 
and  a  duty  of  ten  pounds  per  head  on  all  negroes 
imporfed,  with  fome  other  duties. 

Q.^  For  what  purpofes  are  thofe  taxes  laid  ? 

A."  For  the  fupport  of  the  civil  and  military 
^ftabiifhments  of  the  country,  and  to  dilcharge 
iht  heavy  debt  contra6ted  in  the  lafl  war. 

Q^  How  lon^g  are  thofe  taxes  to  continue? 

A.  Thofe  for  difcharging  the  debt  are  to  con- 
tinue till  1772,  and  longer,  if  the  debt  fhould 
not  be  then  all  difcharged.  The  others  muft 
always  continue. 

Q^  Was  it  not  expe6led  that  the  debt  would 
have  been  fooner  difcharged  ? 

A.  It  was,  when  the  peace  was  made  with 
France  and  Spain^-^wt  a,  frelh  war  breaking  out 
with  the  Indians,  a  frefh  load  of  debt  was  in- 
curred, and  the  taxes,  of  courfe,  continued 
longer  by  a  new  law. 

Q^  Are  not  all  the  people  very  able  to  pay 
thofe  taxes  ? 

A.  No. 
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A.  No.  The  frontier  counties,  all  along  the 
continent,  having  been  frequently  ravaged  by 
the  enemy,  and  greatly  impoverifhed,  are  able  to 
pay  very  little  tax.  And  therefore,  in  confi- 
deration  of  their  diftreffes,  our  late  tax  laws  do 
exprefsly  favour  thofe  counties,  excufmg  the  fuf- 
ferers  j  and  I  fuppofe  the  fame  is  done  in  other 
governments. 

Q^  Are  not  you  concerned  in  the  management 
of  the  pofb-oHice  in  America? 

A.  Yes;  I  aa-i  Deputy  Poll-Mafler  General 
of  North-America. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  the  diftribution  of  ilamps, 
by  poft,  to  all  the  inhabitants,  very  pradicable, 
if  there  was  no  oppofieion  ? 

A.  The  pofts  only  go  along  the  fea-coafts  •,  they 
do  not,  except  in  a  few  inftances,  go  back  into 
the  country  ;  and  if  they  did,  fending  for  ftamps 
by  poft  would  occafion  an  expence  of  poflagc, 
amounting,  in  many  cafes,  to  much  more  than 
that  of  the  ftamp::;  themfelves. 

Q^  Are  you  acquainted  with  Newfoundland  ? 

A.  I  never  was  there. 

Q^  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any  poft- 
roads  on  that  ifland  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  that  there  are  no  roads  at  all; 
but  that  the  communication  between  one  fettle- 
ment  and  another  is  by  feaonly. 

Q^  Can  you  difperfe  the  flamps  by  poft  in 
Canada  f 

A.  There  is  only  a  poft  between  Montreal  z.'Ci^ 
^ehec.  The  inhabitants  live  fo  fcattered  and 
remote  from  each  other,  in  that  vaft  country, 
that  pofts  cannot  be  fupported  among  them,  and 
therefore  they  cannot  get  ftamps  per  poft.  The 
Englijh  colonies  too,  alor/g  the  frontiers,  are 
very  thinly  fettled. 

Q^  From  the  thinnefs  of  the  back  fettlements, 
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would   not  the  ffamp-a6t  be  extremely  inconve- 
nient to  the  inhabitants  if  executed  ? 

A.  To  be  fure  it  would  ;  as  many  of  the  in- 
habitants could  not  get  ftamps  when  they  had 
occafion  for  them,  without  taking  long  journeys, 
and  fpending  perhaps,  three  or  four  pounds,  that 
the  Crown  might  get  fix  pence. 

Qt  Are  not  the  colonies,  from  their  circum- 
flances,  vere  able  to  pay  the  ftamp  duty  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not  gold  and  filver 
enough  in  the  colonies  to  pay  the  itamp  duty  for 
one  year. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  that  the  money  arifing 
from  the  ilamps  was  all  to  be  laid  out  in  Ame- 
rica ? 

A.  I  knovNT  it  is  appropriated  by  the  adl:  to  the 
American  fervice  ♦,  but  it  will  be  fpent  in  the  con- 
quered colonies,  where  the  foldiers  are,  not  in 
the  colonies  that  pay  it. 

Q^  Is  there  not  a  balance  of  trade  due  from 
the  colonies  where  the  troops  are  polled,  that 
will  bring  back  the  money  to  the  old  colonies  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  I  believe  very  little  would 
come  back.  1  know  of  no  trade  likely  to  bring 
it  back.  1  think  it  would  come  from  the  colo- 
nies where  it  was  fpent  diredly  to  England  \  for  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  in  every  colony  the 
more  plenty  of  means  of  remittance  to  England^ 
.  the  more  goods  are  fent  for,  and  the  more  trade 
with  Englafid  carried  on. 

(^  What  number  of  white  inhabitants  do  you 
think  there  are  in  Pennfyhania? 

A.  1  fuppofe  there  may  be  about  1 60,000, 

Q^  V/hat  number  of  them  are  Quakers  ? 

A.  Perhaps  a  third. 

Q^  What  number  of  Germans  ? 

A.  Perhaps  another  third  •,  but  I  cannot  fpeak 
with  certainty. 

Q^Have 
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Q^  Have    any   number  of  the   Germans  ^ttn 
fervice,  as  foldiers,  in  Europe  ? 

A.  Yes,'— many  of  them,  both  in  Europe  and 
America. 

Q^  Are  they  as  much  difiatisfied  with  the 
flamp-duty  as  the  Englijh  ? 

A.  Yes,  and  more ;  and  with  reafon,  as  their 
{lamps  are,  in  many  cafes,  to  be  double. 

Q^  How  many  white  men  do  you  fuppofe 
there  are  in  North- America  ? 

A.  About  300,000,  froQi  fixteen  to  fixty  years 
of  age. 

(^  What  may  be  the  amount  of  one  year's 
imports  into  Pennfylvama  from  Britain  ? 

A.  I  have  been  informed  that  our  merchants 
compute  the  imports  from  Britain  to  be  above 
500,000  pounds. 

Q^  What  may  be  the  amount  of  the  produce 
of  your  province  exported  to  Britain  ? 

A.  It  mull  be  fmall,  as  we  produce  little  that 
is  wanted  in  Britain,  I  fuppofe  it  cannot  exceed 
40,000  pounds. 

(^  How  then  do  you  pay  the  balance  ? 

A.  The  balance  is  paid  by  our  produce  car- 
ried loiht  Weft- Incites y  and  fold  in  our  own  iilands, 
or  to  the  French^  Spaniards^  Da?ies  and  Dutch  -, 
by  the  fame  carried  to  other  colonies  in  North- 
America,  as  to  New-England^  Nova-Scotia^  Nsw^ 
foundland^  Carolina  and  Georgia  %  by  the  fame 
carried  to  different  parts  of  Europe^  as  Spain^ 
Portugal  and  Italy.  In  all  which  places  we  receive 
either  money,  bills  of  exchange,  or  commodi- 
ties  that  fuit  for  remittance  to  Britain  ;  which, 
together  with  all  the  profits  on  the  induftry  of 
our  merchants  and  mariners,  arifmg  in  thofe  cir- 
cuitous voyages,  and  the  freights  made  by  their 
fliips,  center  finally  in  Britain  to  difcharge  the 
balance,  and  pay  for  Britifb  manufadlures  conti- 
nually ufed  in  the  province,  or  fold  to  foreigners 
by  our  traders,  Q^  Have 
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Q^  Have  you  heard  of  any  difficulties  lateJy 
laid  on  the  Spanijh  trade  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  that  it  has  been  greatly 
obftruded  by  fome  new  regulations,  and  by  the 
Englip  men  of  war  and  cutters  ftationed  all  along 
the  coafb  va  America, 

Q^  Do  you  think  it  right,  that  America  fhould 
be  prote61:ed  by  this  country,  and  pay  no  part  of 
the  expence  ? 

A.  That  is  not  the  cafe.  The  colonies  raifed, 
cloathed  and  paid,  during  the  lail  war,  near 
25,000  men,  and  fpent  many  millions. 

Q^  Were  you  not  reimburfed  by  parliament  ? 

A.  We  were  only  reimburfed  what,  in  your 
opinion,  we  had  advanced  beyond  our  proportion, 
or  beyond  what  might  reasonably  be  expeded 
from  us ;  and  it  was  a  very  fmall  part  of  what  we 
fpent.  Pennfylvania^  in  particular,  difburfed 
about  500,000  pounds,  and  the  reimburfements, 
in  the  whole,  did  not  exceed  60,000  pounds. 

Q.  You  have  faid  that  you  pay  heavy  taxes  in 
Pennjylvania  ;  what  do  they  amount  to  in  the 
pound  ? 

A.  The  tax  on  all  eftates,  real  and  perfonal, 
is  eighteen  pence  in  the  pound,  fully  rated  j 
and  the  tax  on  the  profits  of  trades  and  profef- 
fions,  with  other  taxes,  do,  1  fuppofe,  make  full 
half  a  crown  in  the  pound. 

Q^  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  rate  of 
exchange  in  Pennjylvania^    and   whether   it  has 
fallen  lately  ? 

A.  It  is  commonly  from  170  to  175.  I  have 
heard  that  it  has  fallen  lately  from  175  to  162 
and  a  half,  owing,  I  fuppole,  to  their  lelTening 
their  orders  for  goods  •  and  when  their  debts  to 
this  country  are  paid,  I  think  the  exchange  will 
probably  be  at  par. 

Q^  Do  not  you  think  the  people  of  America 
would  fubmit  to  pay  the  ftamp-dury,  if  it  was 
moderated  ?  A.  No, 
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A.  No,  never,  unlefs  compelled  by  force  of 
arms. 

Q^  Are  not  the  taxes  in  Pennfylvania  laid  on 
unequally,  in  order  to  burden  the  Englt[h  trade, 
particularly  the  tax  on  profeffions  and  bufinefs  ? 

A.  It  is  not  more  burthenfome  in  proportion 
than  the  tax  on  lands.  It  is  intended,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  take  an  equal  proportion  of  profits. 

Q^  How  is  the  affembly  compofed  \  Of  what 
kinds  of  people  are  the  members,  landholders  or 
traders  ? 

A.  It  is  compofed  of  landholders,  merchants 
and  artificers. 

Q^  Are  not  the  majority  landholders  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  are. 

Q.  Do  not  they,  as  much  as  pofTible,  fhift  the 
tax  off  from  the  land,  to  eafe  that,  and  lay  the 
burthen  heavier  on  trade  ? 

A.  I  have  never  underftood  it  fo.  I  never 
heard  fuch  a  thing  fuggefted.  And  indeed  an 
attempt  of  that  kind  could  anfwer  no  purpole. 
The  merchant  or  trader  is  always  (killed  in 
figures,  and  ready  with  his  pen  and  ink.  If  un- 
equal burthens  are  laid  on  his  trade,  he  puts 
an  additional  price  on  his  goods;  and  the  con- 
fumers,  who  are  chiefly  landholders,  finally  pay 
the  greatell  part,  if  not  the  whole. 

Q^  What  was  the  temper  of  America  towards 
Great-Britain  before  the  year  i  '^^'i,  } 

A.  The  bell  in  the  world.  They  fubmitted 
willingly  to  the  government  of  the  Crown, ^  and 
paid,  in  all  their  courts,  obedience  to  a6ls  of 
Parliament.  Numerous  as  the  people  are  in  the 
feveral  old  provinces,  they  cod  you  nothing  in 
forts,  citadels,  garrifons  or  armies,  to  keep  them 
in  fubjedtion.  They  were  governed  by  this 
country  at  the  expence  only  of  a  little  pen,  ink 
and  paper.  They  were  led  by  a  thread.  They 
had  not  only  a  refped,  but  an  aiTedion  for  Great- 
5  Britain^ 
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Britain,  for  its  laws,  its  cuftoms  and  manners, 
and  even  [a  fondnefs  for  its  fafhions,  that  greatly 
increafed  the  commerce.  Natives  of  Britain  were 
always  treated  with  particular  regard ;  to  be  an 
Old-England-man  was,  of  itfelf,  a  charader  of 
fome  refpedl,  and  gave  a  kind  of  rank  among  us. 

Q;_  And  what  is  their  temper  now  ? 

A.  O,  very  much  altered. 

Q^  Did  you  ever  hear  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment to  make  laws  for  America  queftioned  till 
lately  ? 

A.  The  authority  of  Parliament  was  allov/ed 
to  be  valid  in  all  laws,  except  fuch  as  fhould  lay 
internal  taxes.  It  was  never  difputed  in  laying 
duties  to  regulate  com.merce. 

Q4_  In  what  proportion  hath  population  in- 
creafed in  America  ? 

A.  I  think  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  provinces 
together,  taken  at  a  medium,  double  in  about 
25  years.  But  their  demand  for  5n7i/^  manu- 
fadures  increafes  much  fatter,  as  the  confumption 
is  not  merely  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  but 
grows  with  the  growing  abilities  of  the  fame 
numbers  to  pay  for  them.  In  1723,  the  whole 
importation  from  Britain  to  Pennjylvania^  was  but 
about  15,000  pounds  llerling  ^  it  is  now  near 
half  a  million. 

Q^  In  what  light  did  the  people  of  America  ufe 
to  confider  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  ? 

A.  They  confidered  the  Parliament  as  the 
great  bulwark  and  fecurity  of  their  liberties  and 
privileges,  and  aKvays  fpoke  of  it  wirh  the  utm.oft 
refped  and  veneration.  Arbitrary  minifters,  they 
thought,  might  poffibly,  at  times,  attempt  to 
opprefs  them ;  but  they  relied  on  it,  that  the 
Parliamient,  on  application,  would  always  give 
redrefs.  They  remembered,  with  gratitude,  a 
ftrong  inflance  of  this,  when  a  bill  was  brought 
into  'Parliament,    with  a   claufe,    to  make  royal 
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jnftruftiorts  laws  in  the  colonies,  which  the  Houfe 
of  Connmons  would  not  pafs,  and  it  was  thrown 
but. 

Q^  And  have  they  not  flill  the  fame  refpefl  for 
Parliament  ? 

A.  No  ;  it  is  greatly  leflened. 

Q^  To  what  caufes  is  that  owing  ? 

A.  To  a  concurrence  of  caufes ;  the  reftraihts 
lately  laid  on  their  trade,  by  which  the  bringing 
of  foreign  gold  and  filver  into  the  colonies  was 
prevented ;  the  prohibition  of  making  paper 
money  among  thtmfelves  •  and  then  demanding 
a  new  and  heavy  tax  by  ftamps  *,  taking  av/ay  at 
the  fame  time,  trials  by  juries,  and  rcfufing  to 
receive  and  hear  their  humble  petitions. 

Q^  Don't  you  think  they  would  fubmit  to  the 
ftamp-ad:,  if  it  was  modified,  the  obnoxious  parts 
taken  out,  and  the  duty  reduced  to  fome  parti- 
culars, of  fmall  moment  ? 

A.  No  •,  they  will  never  fubmit  to  it. 

Q^  What  do  you  think  is  the  reafofl  that  the 
people  of  America  increafe  fader  than  in  England  ? 

A.  Becaufe  they  marry  younger,  and  more 
generally. 

Q.  Why  fo  ? 

A.  Becaufe  any  young  couple  that  are  induf- 
trious,  may  eafily  obtain  land  of  their  own,  on 
which  they  can  raife  a  family. 

Q^  Are  not  the  lower  rank  of  people  more  aft 
their  eafe  in  America  than  in  England? 

A.  They  may  be  fo,  if  they  are  fober  and  dili- 
gent, as  they  are  better  paid  for  their  labour. 

Q!^  What  is  your  opinion  of  a  future  tax,  irti- 
pofed  on  the  fame  principle  with  that  of  the 
ftamp-ad: ;  how  would  the  Americans  receive  it  ? 

A.  Juft  as  they  do  this.  They  would  not 
pay  it. 

Q^  Plave  not  you  heatd  of  the  refolutions  of 
this  Houfe^  and  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  affertifig 
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the  right  of  Parliament  relating  to  America^  in- 
cluding a  power  to  tax  the  people  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  of  fuch  refolutions. 

Q^  What  will  be  the  opinion  of  the  Ameri- 
cans on  thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  They  will  think  them  unconflitutional  and 
"unjuft. 

Q^  Was  it  an  opinion  in  America  before  1763, 
that  the  Parliament  had  no  right  to  lay  taxes 
and  duties  there  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  objection  to  the  right 
of  laying  duties  to  regulate  commerce;  but  a 
right  to  lay  internal  taxes  was  never  fuppofed  to 
be  in  Parliament,  as  we  are  not  reprefented 
there. 

Q^  On  what  do  you  found  your  opinion,  that 
the  people  in  America  made  any  fuch  diilindion  ? 

A.  1  know  that  whenever  the  fubjed  has 
occurred  in  converfation  where  I  have  been  pre- 
fent,  it  has  appeared  to  be  the  opinion  of  every 
one,  that  we  could  not  be  taxed  in  a  Parliament 
where  we  were  not  reprefented.  But  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  laid  by  a6l  of  Parliament,  as  re- 
gulations of  commerce,  was  never  difputed. 

Q^  But  can  you  name  any  ad  of  aiTembly,  or 
publick  ad  of  any  of  your  governments,  that 
made  fuch  diftindion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  5  I 
think  there  was  never  an  occafion  to  make  any 
fuch  ad,  till  now  that  you  have  attempted  to  tax 
us;  that  has  occafioned  refolutions  of  aflembly, 
declaring  the  diftindion,  in  which  I  think  every 
aflembly  on  the  continent,  and  every  member  in 
every  affembly,  have  been  unanimous. 

(^  What  then  could  occafion  converfations  on 
that  fubjed  before  that  time  .^ 

A.  There  was  in  1754,  a  propofition  made 
(I  think  it  came  from  hence)  that  in  cafe  of  a 
war,  which  was  then  apprehended,  the  governors 

of 
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of  the  colonies  fhould  meet,  and  order  the  levy- 
ing of  troops,  building  of  forts,  and  taking- 
every  other  necelTary  meafure  for  the  general  de- 
fence ;  and  fhould  draw  on  the  treafury  here,  for 
the  fums  expended^  which  were  afterwards  to  b& 
raifed  in  the  colonies  by  a  general  tax,  to  be  laid 
on  them  by  ad  of  Parliament.  This  occ^fioned 
a  good  deal  of  converfation  on  the  fubjea,  and 
the  general  opinion  was,  that  the  Parliament 
neither  would,  nor  could  lay  any  tax  on  us,  till 
we  were  duly  reprefented  in  Parliament,  becaufe 
it  was  not  juft,  nor  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  aa 
Englijh  conllitution. 

Q^  Don't  you  know  there  was  a  time  in  New- 
Tork^  when  it  was  under  confideration  to  make 
an  application  to  Parliament  to  lay  taxes  on  that 
colony,  upon  a  deficiency  arifing  from  the  a0em- 
bly's  refufing  or  negleding  to  raife  the  necefTary 
■  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  There  was  fuch  an  application  under  con- 
fideration in  New-Tork ;  and  do  you  apprehend 
they  could  fuppofe  the  right  of  Parliament  to  lay 
a  tax  in  America  was  only  local,  and  confined  to 
the  cafe  of  a  deficiency  in  a  particular  colony, 
by  a  refufal  of  its  alTembly  to  raife  the  necefTary 
fupplies  ? 

A.  They  could  not  fuppofe  fuch  a  cafe,  as  that 
the  aifembly  would  not  raife  the  necefTary  fup- 
plies to  fupport  its  own  government.     An  alTem- 
bly that   would  refufe  it,    muft  want  common 
fenfe,  which  cannot  be  fuppofed.     I  think  there 
was  never  any  fuch  cafe  at  New-Tork^  and  that' 
it  muft  be  a  mifreprefen ration,  or  the  fad  muft 
be  mifunderftood.     I  know  there  have  been  fon^ 
attempts,  by  minifterial  inftru6lions  from  hence^v 
to  oblige   the    afTemblies    to    fettle   permanent 
falaries  on  governors,  which  they  wifely  refufed 
to  do  j  but  1  believe  no  afTembly  of  New-2^orky 
I  2  or 
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of  any  other  colony,  ever  refufed  duly  to  fup- 
port  government  by  proper  allowances,  from 
time  to  time,  to  public  officers. 

Q^  But  in  cafe  a  governor,  ading  by  inftruc- 
tion,  fhould  call  on  an  aflembJy  to  raife  the 
neceflary  fupplies,  and  the  aflembly  fhould  refufe 
to  do  it,  do  you  not  think  it  would  then  be  for 
the  good  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  as  well 
as  neceflary  to  goV-ernment^  that  the  Parliament 
fhould  tax  them  ? 

A.  t  da  not  think  it  would  be  neceflary.  If 
^n  aflembly  could  poflibly  be  fo  ablurd  as  to 
refufe  raiflng  the  fupphes  requiflte  for  the  main- 
tenance of  government  among  them,  they  could 
not  long  remain  in  fuch  a  fituation  ;  the  diforders 
and  confuflon  occafloned  by  it,  mull  foon  bring 
them  to  realbn. 

Q^  If  it  fhould  not,  ought  not  the  right  to  be 
in  Great-Britain  of  applying  a  remedy  ? 

A.  A  right  only  to  be  ufed  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I 
Ibould  have  no  objedion  to,  fuppoflng  it  to  be 
ufed  merely  for  the  good  of  the  people  of  the 
colony. 

(^  But  who  is  to  judge  of  that,  Britain  or  the 
colony  ? 

A.  Thofe  that  feel  can  beft  judge. 

Q^  You  fay  the  colonies  have  always  fub- 
mitted  to  external  taxes,  and  objeft  to  the  right 
of  Parliament  only  in  laying  internal  taxes  ;  now 
can  you  fliew  that  there  is  any  kind  of  difference 
between  the  two  taxes  to  the  colony  on  which 
they  may  be  laid  ? 

A.  I  think  the  difference  is  very  great.  An 
external  tax  is  a  duty  laid  on  commodities  im- 
ported ;  that  duty  is  added  to  the  firft  cofl:,  and 
other  charges  on  the  commodity,  and  when  it  is 
offered  to  fale,  makes  a  part  of  the  price*  If 
the  people  do  not  like  it  at  that  price,  they 
refufe  it  5  they  are  not  obliged  to  pay  it.    But  »n 
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Internal  tax  is  forced  from  the  people  without 
their  confent,  if  not  laid  by  their  own  rcpre- 
fentatives.  The  ftamp-ad:  fays,  we  fhall  have  no 
commerce,  make  no  exchange  of  property  with 
each  other,  neither  pnrchafe  nor  grant,  nor  recover 
debts  J  we  (hall  neither  marry  nor  make  our  wills, 
ynlefs  we  pay  fuch  fums,  and  thus  it  is  intended 
to  extort  our  money  from  us,  or  ruin  us  by  tht 
confequences  of  refufing  to  pay  it. 

Q.  But  fuppofing  the  interjial  tax  or  duty  to 
be  laid  on  the  necelTaries  of  life  imported  intp 
your  colony,  will  not  that  be  the  famte  thing  io 
its  effeds  as  an  internal  tax  ? 

A,  I  do  not  know  a  fingle  article  imported 
into  the  northern  colonies,  but  what  they  ^cari 
either  do  without,  or  make  themfelves. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  cloth  from  Englmi  abfo;- 
lutely  neceffary  to  them  I 

A.  No,  by  no  means  abfolutely  n^eeflary; 
with  induftry  and  good  management,  they  may 
very  well  fupply  themfelves  with  all  they  want.   . 

Qj^  Will  it  not  take  a  long  time  to  cllablilh 
that  manufadlure  among  them  ;  and  mud  ^  they 
I30t  in  the  mean  while  fuffer  gready  ? 

A.  I  think  not.  They  have  made  a  fur- 
prifing  progrefs  already.  And  I  am  c^  opinion, 
that  before  their  old  clothes  are  worn  out,  they 
will  have  new  ones  of  their  own  making. 

Q^  Can  they  poffibly  find  wopl  enough  ia 
North-America  ? 

A.  They  have  taken  fleps  to  increafe  the  wool. 
They  entered  into  general  combinations  to  eat 
no  more  lamb,  and  very  few  lambs  were  killed 
Jaft  year.  This  courfe  perfifted  in,  will  foon 
make  a  prodigious  difference  in  the  quantity  of 
wool.  And  the  eftablifhing  of  great  manufac- 
tories, like  thofe  in  the  clothing  towns  here,  isnQt. 
nccefTary,  as  it  is  where  the  bufinefs  is  to  be  carried 
Qn  for  the  pu.rpofes  of  trade.     The  people  will 
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all  fpin,  and  work  for  themfelves,  in  their  owu 
houfes. 

Q^Can  there  be  wool  and  manufadlure  enough 
in  one  or  two  years  ? 

A.  In  three  years,  I  think,  there  may. 

Q^  Does  not  the  feverity  of  the  winter,  in  the 
northern  colonies,  occafion  the  wool  to  be  of  bad 
quality? 

'a.  No-,  the  wool  is  very  fine  and  good. 

Q^  In  the  more  fouthern  colonies,  as  in  Vir- 
ginia, don't  you  know  that  the  wool  is  coarfe, 
and  only  a  kind  of  hair  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  it.  I  never  heard  it.  Yet  I 
have  been  fometimes  in  Virginia,  I  cannot  fay 
I  ever  took  particular  notice  of  the  wool  there, 
but  I  believe  it  is  good,  though  I  cannot  fpeak 
pofitively  of  it-,  but  Virginia^  and  the  colonies 
fouth  of  it,  have  lefs  occafion  for  wool ;  their 
winters  are  fhort,  and  not  very  fevere,  and  they 
can  very  well  clothe  themfelves  with  linen  and 
cotton  of  their  own  raifing  for  the  reft  of  the 
year. 

Q^  Are  not  the  people  in  the  more  northern 
colonies  obliged  to  fodder  their  fheep  all  the 
winter  ? 

A.  In  fome  of  the  mod  northern  colonies  they 
may  be  obliged  to  do  it  fome  part  of  the  winter. 

Q^  Confidering  the  refolutions  of  Parliament, 
as  the  right,  do  you  think,  if  the  ftamp-acl  is 
repealed,  that  the  North- Americans  will  be  fatit 
•Ified?  \       '       ^  ' 

A.  I  believe  they  will. 

Q^  V7hy  do  you  think  fo  I 

A.  I  think  the  refolutions  of  right  will  give 
them  very  little  concern,  if  they  are  never  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  into  praftice.  The  colo- 
nies will  probably  confider  themfelves  in  the 
fame  fituation,  in  that  refpedl,  with  Ireland-,  they 
|cnow  you  claim  the  fame  right  yMilh  regard  to 
Ireland^ 
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Ireland^  but  you  never  exercife  it.  And  they 
may  bvelieve  you  never  will  exercife  it  in  the 
colonies,  any  more  than  in  Ireland^  unlefs  on 
fome  very  extraordinary  occafion. 

Q^  But  who  are  to  be  the  judges  of  that  ex- 
traordinary occafion  ?  Is  not  the  Parliament  ? 

A.  Though  the  Parliament  may  judge  of  the 
occafion,  the  people  will  think  it  can  never  exer- 
cife fuch  right,  till  reprefentatives  from  the  colo- 
nies are  admitted  into  Parliament,  and  that 
whenever  the  occafion  arifes,  reprefentatives  will 
be  ordered. 

Q^  Did  you  never  hear  that  Maryland,  during 
the  laft  war,  had  refufed  to  furnifli  a  quota  tOr 
wards  the  common  defence  ? 

A.  Maryland h^is  been  much  mifreprefented  in 
that  matter.  Maryland^  to  my  knowledge,  never 
refufed  to  contribute,  or  grant  aids  to  the  crown,. 
The  affemblies  every  year,  during  the  war, 
voted  confiderable  fums,  and  fornied  bills  to 
raife  them.  The  bills  were,  according  to  the 
conftitution  of  that  province,  fent  up  tQ  the 
council,  or  upper  houfe,  for  concurrence,  that 
they  might  be  prefented  to  the  governor,  in 
order  to  be  ena&ed  into  laws.  Unhappy  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  houfes,  arifing  from  the 
defedls  of  that  conftitution  principally,  rendered 
all  the  bills  but  one  or  two,  abortive.  The  pro- 
prietary's council  reje&d  them.  It  is  true, 
Maryhfid  did  not  contribute  its  proportion,  but 
it  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  fault  of  the  govern- 
ment, not  of  the  people. 

Q^  Was  it  not  talked  of  in  the  other  province$ 
as  a  proper  meafure  to  apply  to  Parliament  to 
compel  them  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  fuch  difcourfe  %  but  as  it  was 
well  known,  that  the  people  were  not  to  blame, 
no  fuch  application  was  ever  made,  nor  any  flep 
taken  towards  it. 

I  4  Q.  Was 
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Q^  Was  it  not  propofed  at  a  public  meeting  ?' 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q^  Do  you  remember  the  abolifhing  of  the 
paper  currency  in  New-England,  by  ad  /of  af- 
fembly  B 

A.  1  dp  remember  its  being  aboliflied,  in  the 
JWafachi/eli's  Bay. 

Qi  \Vas  not  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutchinfon 
principally  concerned  in  that  tranfadtion  i  ' 

A.  1  have  heard  iq. 

Q^  Was  it  not  at  that  time  a  very  unpopular 
law  ? 

.,  A-  I  believe  it  might,  though  I  can  fay  little 
aboi]t  it,  ^3  I  lived  at  a  diftance  from  that  prq- 
vince. 

Q^  Was  not  the  fcarcity  of  gold  and  filver  an 
argument  ufed  againft  abolifhing  the  paper  I' ' 

A»  i  fuppofe  it  was. 

Q;  What  is  the  prefent  opinion  there  of  that 
law  ?  Is  it  as  unpopular  a?  it  was  at  firft  ? 

A.  I  think  it  is  not. 

Q^  Have  not  inftru6lions  from  hence  beei^ 
fome times  fen t  over  to  governors,  highly  pppref- 
five  and  unpolitical  I       -  ^ 

A.  Tes. 

Q^  Have  not  fome  governors  difpenfed  with 
jthem  for  that  reafon  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  have  heard  h, 

Q^  Pid  the  Amermns  ever  difpnte  the  con- 
trouling  power  of  parliament:  to  regulate  the  com* 
iperce  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Can  any  thing  lefs  than  a  military  forc^  ca^- 
ry  fhe  ftarpp-ad  into  execution  ? 

A.  I  do  not  fee  how  a  military  force  can  be  ap* 
plied  to  that  purpofe. 
'    Qi  Why  may  it  not  ? 

A.  Suppofe  a  military  force  fent  into  America^ 
*  '  '  they 
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they  will  find  nobody  in  arms  j  what  are  they 
then  to  do  ?  They  cannot  force  a  man  to  take 
flamps  who  chufes  to  do  without  them.  They 
will  not  find  a  rebellion  5  they  may  indeed  make 
one. 

Q^  If  the  a6l  is  not  repealed,  whatdoyouthinJc 
will  be  the  confequences  ? 

A,  A  total  lols  of  the  refpedt  and  afFedlion  the 
people  of  America  bear  to  this  country,  and  of  all 
the  commerce  that  depends  on  that  refpeft  and  af- 
fection. 

Q^  How  can  the  commerce  be  affeded  ? 

A.  You  will  find,  that  if  the  ad  is  notrepeale^t 
they  will  take  very  little  of  your  manufaftures  in  a 
ihort  time. 

Q^  is  it  in  their  power  to  do  without  them  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  very  well  do  without  them. 

Q;^  Is  it  their  intereft  not  to  take  them  ? 

A.  The  goods  they  take  from  Britain  are  either 
neceflaries,  mere  conveniences,  or  fuperfluities. 
The  firft,  as  cloth,  &c.  with  a  little  induftry  they 
can  make  at  home  •,  the  fecond  they  can  do  with- 
put,  till  they  arc  able  to  provide  them  among 
themfelves ;  and  the  lafl,  which  are  much  the 
greateft  parr,  they  will  flrike  off^  immediately. 
They  are  mere  articles  of  fafhion,  purchafed  and 
confumed,  becaufe  the  fafhion  in  a  refpeded 
country,  but  will  now  be  detefted  and  rejeded. 
The  people  have  already  ftruck  ofi^,  by  general 
agreement,  the  ufe  of  all  goods  faihionable  in 
mournings,  and  many  thoufand  pounds  worth 
are  fentback  as  unfaleable. 

Q.  Is  it  their  intereft  to  make  cloth  at  home  ? 

A.  I  think  they  may  at  prefent  get  it  cheaper 
from  Britain,  I  mean  of  the  fame  finenefs  and 
neatnefs  of  workmanQiip  ;  but  when  one  confiders 
pther  circumftances,  the  reftraints  on  their  trade, 
fjnd  the  difficulty  of  making  remittances,  it  is 
their  interefl:  to  make  every  thing. 
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Q*^  Soppofe    an   a6t   of    internal    regulations 
connected  with  a  tax,  how  would  they  receive  it  ? 

A.  I  think  it  would  be  objefted  to. 

Q^  Then  no  regulation   with  a  tax  would  be 
iubmitted  to  ? 

A.  Their  opinion  is,  that   when  aids  to   the 
crown  are  wanted,  they  are  to  be  afked  of  the 
feveral  aflemblies,  according  to  the  old  eftablifhed 
ufage,  who  will,  as  they  always  have  done,  grant 
themfreely^     And  that  their  money   ought   not 
to  be  given  away,  without  their  confent,  by  per- 
ibns   at  a  diftance,  unacquainted  with  their  cir- 
j:umftances  and  abilities.     The  granting   aids   to 
the  crown,  is  the  only  means  they  have  of  recom- 
mending themfelves  to  their  fovereign,  and  they 
think  it  extremely  hard  and  unjuft,  that  a  body  of 
men,  in  which  they  have  reprefentatives,  fhould 
make  a  merittoitfelf  of  giving  and  granting  what 
is  not  its  own,  but  theirs,  and  deprive  them  of  a 
right  they  efteem  of  the  utmoft  value  and  import- 
ance, as  it  is  the  fecurity  of  all  their  other  rights. 

Q^  But  is  not  the  poft-office,  which  they 
have  long  received,  a  tax  as  well  as  a  regulation  ? 
A.  No  ;  the  money  paid  for  the  poftage  of  a 
letter  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  tax;  it  is  merely  a 
quantum  meruit  for  a  fervice  done  •,  no  perfon  is 
compellable  to  pay  the  money,  if  he  does  not 
chufe  to  receive  the  fervice.  A  man  may  ftill,  as 
before  the  adb,  fend  his  letter  by  a  fervant,  a  fpe- 
cial  mefienger,  or  a  friend,  if  he  thinks  it  cheaper 
and  fafer. 

Q^  But   do    they  not    confider    the   regula- 
,         tions  of  the  poft-office,  by  the  ad  of  iaft  year  as  a 
tax  ? 

A.  By  the  regulations  of  Iaft  year  the  rate  of 
poilage  was  generally  abated  near  thirty  per  cent, 
through  z\\  America  \  they  certainly  cannot  confi- 
,_der  fuch  abatement  as  a  tax. 

Q^  if  an  excife  was  laid  by  parliament,  which 

they 
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they  might  likewife  avoid  paying,  by  not  confum- 
ingthe  articles  excifed,  would  they  then  not  ob- 
jefi  to  it  ? 

A.  They  would  certainly  objed  to  it,  as  an  ex- 
cife  is  unconneded  with  any  lervice  done,  and  is 
merely  an  aid  which  they  think  ought  to  be  afked 
of  them,  and  granted  by  them,>  if  they  are  to  pay 
it,  andean  be  granted  for  them,  by  no  others 
whatfoever,  whom  they  have  not  impowcred  for 
that  purpofe. 

Q^  You  fay  they  do  not  objed  to  the  right  of 
parliament,^  in  laying  duties  on  goods  to  be  paid 
on  their  importation  •,  now,  is  there  any  kind  of 
difference  between  a  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  goods,  and  an  excife  on  their  confump- 
tion  ? 

A.  Yes ;  a  very  material  one  ;  an  excife,  for 
the  reafons  I  have  juft  mentioned,  they  think  you 
can  have  no  right  to  lay  within  their  country.  But  - 
the  fea  is  yours  ;  you  maintain,  by  your  fleets, 
the  fafety  of  navigation  in  it,  and  keep  it  clear  of 
pirates ;  you  may  have  therefore  a  natural  and 
equitable  right  to  fome  toll  or  duty  on  merchan- 
dizes carried  through  that  part  ot  your  dominions, 
towards  defraying  the  cxpence  you  are  at  in  fhips 
to  maintain  the  fafety  of  that  carriage. 

Q^  Does  this  reasoning  hold  in  the  cafe  of  a  duty 
laid  on  the  produce  of  their  lands  exported  ? 
And  would  they  not  then  object  to  fuch  a  duty  ? 

A.  If  it  tended  to  make  the  produce  fo  much 
dearer  abroad  as  to  leffen  the  demand  for  it,  to 
be  fure  they  would  objed  to  fuch  a  duty  •,  not 
to  your  right  of  laying  it,  but  they  would  com-  - 
plain  of  it  as  a  burthen,  and  petition  you  to  light- 
en it. 

Q^  Is  not  the  duty  paid  on  the  tobacco  export- 
ed a  duty  of  that  kind  ? 

A»  That,  I  think,  is  only  on  tobacco  carried 
f  coaft- 
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coaflwife  from  one  colony  to  another,  and  appro- 
priated as  a  fund  for  fupporting  the  college  at 
Willi amjhurghy  in  Virginia, 

Q^  Have  not  the  afien-iblies  in  the  ^^y?-/;f- 
/^/>j  the  fame  natural  rifi-hts  with  thofe  m' North- 
America  r 

A.  Undoubtedly, 

Qj^  And  is  there  not  a  tax  laid  there  on  their  fu- 
gars  exported  ? 

A.  1  am  not  much  acquainted  with  the  IVefi- 
Indiesy  but  the  duty  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  fugars  exported,  was,  I  believe,  granted  by 
^heir  own  affemblies, 

Q^  How  much  is  the  poll-tax  in  your  province, 
laid  on  unmarried  men  ? 

A.  It  is,  I  think,  fifteen  fbiilings,  to  be  paid 
by  every  fingle  freeman,  upwards  of  twenty-one 
year$  old. 

^Ql  What  is  the  annual  amount  of  all  the  taxes 
in  Fennfyhania  ? 

A.  1  fuppofe  about  2,05000  pounds  flerling. 

Q^  Suppofing  the  ftamp-a6l  continued,  and  en- 
forced, doyou  imagine  that  ill-humour  will  induG/C 
the  Americans  to  give  as  much  for  worfe  manufac- 
tures of  their  own,  and  ufe  them,,  preferably  to 
better  of  ours  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  fo.     People  will  pay  as  freely 
'     to  gratify  one  paflion  as  another,  their  refentment 
as  their  pride. 

Q^^  Would  the  people  at  Bojion  difcontinuc 
their  trade  ? 

A.  The  merchants  arc  a  very  fmall  number, 
compared  with  the  body  of  the  people,  and  mud 
difcontinue  their  trade,  if  nobody  wijl  buy  their 
goods. 

Q^  What  are  the  body  of  the  people  in  the 
colonies  ? 

A.  They  are  farmers,  hufbani^men  or  plar^- 
|ers. 

Q;WQl^lc]i 


A.  1766.         DEBATES.  laj 

Q^  Would  they  fufferthcproduceof  their  lands 
to  rot  ? 

A.  No  ;  but  they  would  not  raife  fo  much. 
They  would  manufacfture  more,  and  plough  lefs. 

Q:_  Would  they  live  without  the  adminifiration 
of  ju (lice  in  civil  matters,  and  fufFer  all  the  in- 
conveniences of  fuch  a  fituation  for  any  conlider- 
able  time,  rather  than  take  the  (lamps,  fuppo- 
fing  the  (lamps  were  prote6led  by  a  fufficient 
force,  where  every  one  might  have  them  ? 

A.  I  think  the  fuppofition  impradicable,  that 
the  (lamps  fhould  be  fo  protected  as  that  every  one 
might  have  them.  The  ad  requires  fub-diftribti- 
tors  to  be  appointed  in  every  county  town,  diirrid 
and  village,  and  they  would  be  necefTary.  But 
the  principal  diftributors,  who  were  to  have  had. 
a  confiderabie  profit  on  the  vv'hole,  have  noc 
thought  it  worth  while  to  continue  in  the  office, 
and  I  think  it  impolTible  to  find  fub-diftributors 
fit  to  be  truded,  who,  for  the  trifling  profit  that 
mud  come  to  their  (liare,  would  incur  the  odium, 
and  run  the  hazard  that  would  attend  it  ;  and  if 
they  could  be  found,  I  think  it  impradicable  to 
proted  the  (lamps  in  fo  many  diftant  and  remote 
places. 

Q^  But  in  places  where  they  could  be  proteded, 
would  not  the  people  ufe  them  rather  than  remain 
in  fuch  a  fituation,  unable  to  obtain  any  right,  or 
recover,  by  law,  any  debt  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  fay  what  they  would  do.  I 
can  only  judge  what  other  people  will  think,  and 
how  they  will  ad,  by  what  I  feel  within  myfeif. 
I  have  a  great  many  debts  due  to  me  in  America^ 
and  I  had  rather  they  Oiould  remain  unrecoverable 
by  any  law,  than  fubmit  to  the  (lamp-ad.  They 
will  be  debts  of  honour.  It  is  my  opinion  the 
people  will  either  continue  in  that  fituation,  or  find 
fome  way  to  extficate  thcmfelvcs,  perhaps  by  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  agreeing  to  proceed  in  the  courts  without 
ftamps. 

Q.  What  do  you  think  a  fufficient  military 
force  to  proted  the  diftribution  of  the  ftamps  in 
every  part  o^  America  ? 

A.  A  very  great  force-,  I  can't  fay  what, 
if  the  difpofition  of  America  is  for  a  general  re- 
fiftance. 

Q^  What  is  the  number  of  men  in  Anerica  able 
to  bear  arms,  or  of  difciplined  militia  ? 

A.  There  are,  I  fuppofe,  at  leaft . 

\^efiion   ohje5ied  to.     He  withdrew.     Called    in 
again.'] 

Q^  Is  the  American  ftamp-ad  an  equal  tax  on 
that  country  ? 

A.  I  think  not. 

Q^  Why  fo  ? 

A.  The  greateft  part  of  the  money  muft  arife 
from  law-fuits  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  and  be 
'  paid  by  the  lower  fort  of  people,  who  were  too 
poor  eafily  to  pay  their  debts.  It  is  therefore  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  poor,  and  a  tax  upon  them  for 
being  poor. 

Q^  But  will  not  this  increafe  of  expence 
be  a  means  of  lelTening  the  number  of  law- 
fuits  ? 

A.  I  think  not  ;  for  as  the  cofts  all  fall  upon 
the  debtor,  and  are  to  be  paid  by  him,  they  would 
be  no  difcouragement  to  the  creditor  to  bring  his 
adion. 

Q^  Would  it  not  have  the  effedt  of  excellive 
ufury? 

A.  Yes,  asanopprefiionof  the  debtor. 

Q^  How  many  fhips  are  there  laden  annually  in 
North-America  with'  flax-feed  for  Ireland  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to.  the  number  of  fhips,  but 
I  knov/ that  in  1752,  10,000   hogfheads  of  flax- 
feed,  each  containing  7    bufhels,    were  exported 
,         from  Philadelphia  to  Ireland.     I  fuppofe  the  quan- 
tity 
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tity  is  greatly  increafed  fince  that  time  ;  and  it  is 
iinderftood  that  the  exportation  from  New-Tork  is 
equal  to  th^t  from  Philadelphia, 

Q^  What  becomes  of  the  flax  that  grows  with 
that  flax-feed  ?  ^ 

A.  They  maniifa^lure  fome  into  coarfe,  and 
Ibme  into  a  middling  kind  of  linen. 

Q^  Are  there  any  flitting- mills  in  yf/;^m^^  .? 
A.  I  think  there  are  three,  but  I  believe   only 
one  at  prefent  employed.     I  fuppofe  they  will  all 
be  fet  to  work,  if  the  interruption  of  the  trade 
continues. 

Q^  Are  there  any  fulling  mills  there  ?  '      ; 

A.  A  great  many. 

Q.  Did  you  never  hear  that  a  great  quan- 
tity of  (lockings  were  contra6led  for,  for  the 
army,  during  the  w'ar,  iind  manufadtured  in  Pbi- 
ladelphia  ? 

A.  1  have  heard  fo.  ^ 

Q^  If  the  ftamp-ad  fliould  be  repealed,  would 
not  the  Americans  think  they  could  oblige  the 
parliament  to  repeal  every  external  tax-law  now 
in  force  ? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  anfwer  queftions  what  people 
at  fuch  a  difl:ance  will  think. 

Q^  But  what  do  you  imagine  they  will  think 
were  the  motives  of  repealing  the  adt  ?       ' 

A.  I  fuppofe  they  will  think  that  it  was  repealed 
from  a  convidibn  of  its  inexpediency ;  and  they 
will  rely  upon  it,  that  while  the  fame  inexpe- 
diency fubflfts,  you  will  never  attempt  to  make 
fuch  another. 

Q^  What  do  you  mean  by  its  inexpediency  ? 
A.  I  mean  its  inexpediency  on  feveral  accounts  5 
the  poverty  and  inability  of  thofe  who  were  to  pay 
the  tax  V  the  general  difcontent  it  has  oe- 
cafloned  ;  and  the  impradicabiiity  of  enfor- 
cing it. 

Q^  If  the  ad  (hould  be  repealed^  and  the  legi- 

flature 
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flature  fhould  Ihcw  its  refentment  td  the  oppoferS 
of  the  flamp-ad:,  would  the  colonies  acquiefce  m 
the  authority  of  the  legiflature  ?  What  is  your  opi* 
mon  they  would  do  ? 

A.  I  don*t  doubt  at  all,  that  if  the  legiflaturfe 
repeal  the  ftamp-adb,  the  colonies  will  acquiefce 
in  the  authority. 

Q^  But  if  the  legiflature  fhould  think  fit  to  af- 
certain  its  right  to  lay  taxes,  by  any  ad  laying  a 
fmall  tax,  contrary  to  their  opinion,  would  the^ 
fubmit  to  pay  the  tax  ? 

A.  The  proceedings  of  the  people  in  America 
have  been  confidered  too  much  together.  The 
proceedings  of  the  afiemblies  have  been  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  the  mobs,  and  Ihould  be 
diitinguifhed,  as  having  no  connexion  with  each 

other. -The  affemblies  have  only  peaceably  re- 

folved  what  they  take  to  be  their  rights  -,  they  have 
not  built  a  fort,  raifed  a  man,  or  provided  a  grain 

of  ammunition,  in  order  to  fuch   oppofition. • 

The  ringleaders  of  riot  they  think  ought  to  be 
punifhed  ;  they  would  punifh  them  themfclves, 
if  they  could.  Every  Ibber,  fenfible  man  would 
wifh  to  fee  rioters  punifhed,  as  otherwife  peaceable 
people  have  no  fecurity  of  perfon  or  cftate.  But 
as  to  an  internal  tax,  how  fmall  foever,  laid  by 
the  legiflature  here  on  the  people  there,  while 
they  have  no  reprefentatives  in  this  legiflature,  I 
think  it  will  never  be  fubmitted  to. — They  will 
oppofe  it  to  the  laft.' — They  do  not  confider  it  as 
at  all  neceflfary  for  you  to  raifc  money  on  them  by 
your  taxes,  becaufe  they  are,  and  always  have 
been,  ready  to  raife  money  by  taxes  among  them- 
felvcs,  and  to    grant  large   fums,  equal  to  their 

abilities,  upon  requifition  from  the  crown. — ^ 

They  have  not  only  granted  equal  to  their  abili- 
ties, but,  during  all  the  laft  war,  they  granted 
far. beyond  their  abilities,  and  beyond  their  pro- 
portion with  this  country,  you  yourfelves   being 

judges. 
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judges,  to  the  amount  ot  many  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  and  this  they  did  freely  and  readily,  only 
on  a  fort  of  promife  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
that  it  fhould  be  recommended    to  parliament   to 
make  them  compenfation.     It  was  accordingly  re- 
commended to  parliament,  in  the  moil  honourable 
manner,    for   them.     America   has    been   greatly 
mifreprefented  and  abufed   here,  in    papers,  and 
pamphlets,  and  fpeeches,  as  ungrateful,  and  un- 
reafonable,  and  unjuft,  in  having  put  thi^  nation 
to  immenfe  expence  for  their  defence,  and   refu- 
fing  to  bear  any  part  of  that  expence.     The  colo- 
nies raifed,  paid,  and  clothed,  near   25000   men 
during  the  laft  war,  a  number  equal  to  thofe  fent 
from  Britain^  and  far    beyond  their   proportion ; 
they  went  deeply  into  debt  in  doing  this,  and  all 
their  taxes  and  eftares  are  mortgaged,  for   many 
years  to  come,  for  difcharging   that    debt.     Go- 
vernment here  was  at  that  time   very  fenfible  of 
this.     The  colonies  were  recommended  to  parlia- 
ment.    Every  year  the   king   fent  down   to    the 
houfe  a  written  melTage  to  this  purpofe,  that   his 
majefty,  being   highly   fenfible  of   the  zeal  and 
vigour  with  which  his  faithful  fubjedts  in   North- 
America  had  exerted   themfelves,  in  defence  of 
his  majefty's  juft  rights   and  pofTeffions,  recom- 
mended it  to  the  houfe  to  take  the  fame  into  con-  ^ 
fideration,  and  enable  him  to  give  them  a  proper 
compenfation.     You  will  find  thofe  melTages  on 
your  own  journals  every   year  of  the   war  to  the 
very  laft,  and  you  did   accordingly  give  200,000 
pounds  annually  to  the   crown,  to  be  diftributed 
in  fuch  compenfation  to  the  colonies.     This  is  the 
ftrongeft  of  all  proofs  that  the  colonies,  far  from 
being  unwilling  to  bear  a    fhare   of  the  burthen, 
did  exceed  their  proportion  ;  for  if  they  had  done 
lefs,  or  had  only  equalled  their  proportion,  there 
would  have  been  no  room  or  reafon  for  compenfa- 
tion.— Indeed  the  fums  reimburfed  them,  were  by 
Vol.  VII.  K  m 
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no  means  adequate  to  the  expence  they  incurred 
beyond  their  proportion ;  but  they  never  mur- 
mured at  that-,  they  efteemed  their  fovereign^s 
approbation  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  the  ap- 
probation of  this  houfe,  far  beyond  anyother  kind 
of  compenfatibn  ;  therefore  there  was  no  occafion 
for  this  ad,  to  force  money  from  av/illing  people  5 
they  had  not  refufed  giving  money  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  ad  -,  no  requifition  had  been  made ; 
they  were  always  willing  and  ready  to  do  what 
could  reafonably  be  expeded  from  them,  and  in 
this  light  they  wiili  to  be  confidered. 

Q^  Butfuppofe  Greal-Britain  Qiiould  be  engaged 
S  .  in  a  war  in  Europe^  would  North-America   contri- 

bute to  the  fupport  of  it  ? 

A.  I  do  think  they  would,  as  far  as  their  cir- 
cumftances  would  permit.  They  confider  them- 
felves  as  a  part  of  the  Britijh  empire,  and  as  hav- 
ing one  common  interefl  with  it;  they  may  be 
looked  on  here  as  foreigners,  but  they  do  not 
coniider  themfelves  as  fuch.  They  are  zealous 
for  the  honour  and  profperity  of  this  nation,  and, 
while  they  are  well  ufed,  will  always  be  ready  to 
fupport  it,  as  far  as  their  little  power  goes.  In 
1739  ^^^y  "^^^^  called  upon  to  aifift  in  the  expedi- 
tion again  ft  C^^r/^/^^^;/^,  and  they  fent  3000  men 
to  join  your  army.  It  is  true  Carthagena  is  in 
America^  but  as  remote  from  the  northern  colonies 
as  if  it  had  been  in  Europe.  They  make  no  dif- 
tindion  of  wars,  as  to  their  duty  of  aflifting  in 
them.  I  know  the  laft  war  is  commonly  fpoke  of 
here  as  entered  into  for  the  defence,  or  for  the 
fake  of  the  i^^o'^X^  oi  America.  I  think  it  is  quite 
mifunderftood.  It  began  about  the  limits  between 
Canada  and  Nova-Scotia^  about  territories  to 
which  the  crown  indeed  laid  claim,  but  were  not 
claimed  by  zny  Britijh  colony,  none  of  the  lands 
had  been  granted  to  any  colonift;  we  had  there^ 
fore  no  particular  concern  or  intereft  in  that  dif- 

pute 
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pure.  As  to  the  Ohio^  the  conteft  there  began 
about  your  right  of  trading  in  the  Indian  country, 
a  right  you  had  by  the  treaty  oiUtrecht^  which  the 
French  infringed  ,  they  feized  the  traders  and  their 
goods,  which  were  your  manufadlures ;  they  took 
a  fort  which  a  company  of  your  merchants,  and 
their  fadors  and  correfpondents,  had  ereded  there, 
to  fecure  that  trade.  Braddock  was  fent  with  an 
army  to  re-take  that  fort  (which  was  looked  on 
here  as  another  incroachment  on  the  king's  terri- 
tory) and  to  prote6t  your  trade.  It  v/as  not  till 
after  his  defeat  that  the  colonies  were  attacked. 
They  were  before  in  perfed  peace  with  both 
French  and  Indians ;  the  troops  were  not  therefore 
fent  for  their  defence.  The  trade  with  the  /;7^/^;?j, 
though  carried  on  in  America^  is  not  an  American 
intereft.  The  people  of  America  are  chiefly  far- 
mers and  planters  J  fcarce  any  thing  that  they 
raife  or  produce  is  an  article  of  commerce  with 
the  Indians.  The  Indian  trade  is  a  Britijh  intereft ; 
it  is  carried  on  with  Britijlo  manufactures,  for  the 
profit  of  Britijh  merchants  and  manufacturers  ; 
therefore  the  war,  as  it  commenced  for  the  defence 
of  territories  of  the  crown,  the  property  of  no 
American^  and  for  the  defence  of  a  trade  purely 
Britijh^  was  really  a  Britijh  war — and  yet  the  peo- 
ple of  ^4";;?^^^  made  no  fcruple  of  contributing 
their  utmoft  towards  carrying  it  on,  and  bringing 
it  to  a  happy  conclufion. 

Q.  Do  you  think  then  that  the  taking  poiTef- 
Tion  of  the  king's  territorial  rights,  and  ftreng- 
thening  the  frontiers,  is  not  an  American  intereft  ? 

A.  Not  particularly,  but  conjointly  a  Britiflo  and 
an  American  intereft. 

Q^  You  will  not  deny  that  the  preceding  war, 
the  war  with  ^ain^  was  entered  into  for  the  fake 
of  America  \  was  it  not  occafioned  by  captures 
made  in  the  American  feas  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  captures  of  ftiips  carrying  on  the 
K  2  Britijh 
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Britijlo  trade  there,  with  Britijh  manufadtnres. 

Q^  Was  not  the  late  war  with  the  Indians^ 
fince  the  peace  with  France^  a  war  for  America 
only  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  was  more  particularly  for  America 
than  the  former,  but  it  was  rather  a  confequence 
or  remains  of  the  former  war,  the  Indians  not  hav- 
ing been  thoroughly  pacified,  and  the  Americans 
bore  by  much  the  greateft  Qiare  of  the  ex- 
pence.  It  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  army  under 
general  Bouquet  •,  there  were  not  above  300 
regulars  in  that  army,  and  above  1000  Pennfyl- 
vanians, 

Q.  Is  it  not  necefiary  to  fend  troops  to 
America,  to-  defend  the  Americans  againfl  the  In- 
dians ? 

A.  No,  by  no  means  ;  it  never  was  neceflary. 
They  defended  themfelves  when  they  were  but  an 
handful,  and  the  Indians  much  more  numerous. 
They  continually  gained  ground,  and  have  driven 
the  Indians  over  the  mountains,  without  any 
troops  fent  to  their  afliftance  from  this  country. 
And  can  it  be  thought  neceflary  now  to  fend  troops 
for  their  defence  from  thofe  diminifhed  Indian 
tribes,  when  the  colonies  are  become  fo  populous, 
and  fo  flrong  ?  There  is  not  the  leaft  occa- 
fion  for  it;  they  are  very  able  to  defend  them- 
felves. 

Q^  Do  you  fay  there  were  no  more  than 
300  regular  troops  employed  in  the  late  Indian 
war  ?     ' 

A.  Not  on  the  Ohio,  or  the  frontiers  of  Fenn-^ 
fylvania,  which  was  the  chief  part  of  the  war 
that  >affe6ted  the  colonies.  There  were  garrifons 
at  Niagara,  Fort  Detroit,  and  thofe  remote  pofts 
kept  for  the  fake  of  your  trade;  I  did  not  reckon 
them,  but  I  believe  that  on  the  whole  the  nu  iber 
o^  Americans,  or  Provincial  troops,  employed  in 

the 
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the  war,  was  greater  than  that  of  the  regulars.     I 
am  not  certain,  but  I  think  fo. 

Q^  Do  you  think  the  affemblies  have  a  right 
to  levy  money  on  the  fubjed  there,  to  grant  to  the 
crown  ? 

A.  I  certainly  think  fo;  they  have  always 
done  it. 

Q^  Are  they  acquainted  with  the  declaration  of 
rights  ?  And  do  they  know  that  by  that  ftatute, 
money  is  not  to  be  raifed  on  the  fubje^t  but  by  con- 
fent  of  parliament  ? 

A.  They  are  very  well  acquainted  with  it. 
Q^  How  then  can  they  think  they  have  a  right 
to  levy  money  for  the  crown,  or  for  any   other 
than  local  purpofes  ? 

A.  They  underftand  that  claufe  to  relate  to 
fubjefts  only  within  the  realm  •,  that  no  money  can 
be  levied  on  them  for  the  crown,  but  by  confent 
of  parliament.  The  colonies  are  not  fuppofed  to 
be  within  the  realm  •,  they  have  afiemblies  of  their 
own,  which  are  their  parliaments,  and  they  are, 
in  that  refpedt,  in  the  fame  fituation  with  Ireland: 
When  money  is  to  be  raifed  for  the  crown  upon 
the  fubjed  in  Ireland^  or  in  the  colonies,  the  con- 
fent is  given  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  or  in  the 
afiemblies  of  the  colonies.  They  think  the  pariia- 
ment  of  Great-Britain  cannot  properly  give  that 
confent  till  it  has  reprefentatives  from  America  ; 
for  the  petition  of  right  exprefsly  fays,  it  is 
to  be  by  common  confent  in  parliament,  and 
the  people  of  America  have  no  reprefentatives 
in  parliament,  to  make  a  part  of  that  common 
confent. 

Q^  If  the  ftamp-ad  fliould  be  repealed,  and  an 
a6V  ihould  pafs,  ordering  the  afiemblies  of  the 
colonies  to  indemnify  the  fufferers  by  the  riots, 
would  they  obey  it  ? 

A.  That  is  a  quefl:ion  I  cannot  anfwer. 
(^  Snppofe  the  king  fiiould  require  the  colo- 
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nies  to  grant  a  revenue,  and  the  parliament  fhould 
be  againft  their  doing  it,  do  they  think  they  can 
grant  a  revenue  to  the  king,  without  the  confent 
of  the  parliament  o^  Great -Britain? 

A.  That  is  a  deep  queilion.— — -As  to 
my  own  opinion,  I  fhould  think  myfelf  at  li- 
berty to  do  it,  and  ihouid  do  it,  if  I  liked  the  oc- 
calion. 

(3^  When  money  has  been  raifed  in  the  colo- 
nies, upon  requifitions,  has  it  not  been  granted  to 
the  king? 

A.  Yes,  always ;  but  the  requifitions  have 
generally  been  for  fome  fervice  exprelTed,  as 
to  raife,  clothe  and  pay  troops,  and  not  for  mo- 
ney only. 

Q^  If  the  a6l  fhould  pafs,  requiring  the  ^;;^m- 
^^/^aifemblies  to  make  compenfation  to  the  fuf- 
ferers,  and  they  lliould  difobey  it,  and  then  the 
parliament  ibould,  by  another  aft,  lay  an  internal 
tax,  would  they  then  obey  it  ? 

A.  The  people  will  pay  no  internal  tax ;  and 
I  think  an  aft  to  oblige  the  afTemblies  to  make 
compenfation  is  unneceifary,  for  I  am  of  opinion^ 
that  as  foon  as  the  prefent  heats  are  abated, 
they  will  take  the  matter  into  confideration,  an4 
if  it  is  right  to  be  done,  they  will  do  it  of  them? 
felves. 

Q^  Do  not  letters  often  come  into  the  pofl-of- 
fices  in   America^  direfted   to  fome  inland  town 
"   where  no  poll  goes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  Can  any  private  perfon  take  up  thofe  letters, 
and  carry  them  as  direfted  ? 

A.  Yes  \  any  friend  of  the  perfon  may  do  itj 
paying  the  poftage  that  has  accrued. 

Q^  But  mud  not  he  pay  an  additional  poftage 
for  the  dillance  to  fuch  an  inland  town  ? 

A-  No. 

Q^  Can     the   ppft-mafler   anfwer    delivering 

th^^ 
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the  letter,  without  being  paid  fuch  additional  pof- 
tage  ? 

A.  Certainly  he  can  demand  nothing,  where  he 
does  no  fervice. 

Q^  Suppofe  a  perfon,  being  far  from  home, 
finds  a  letter  in  a  poft-ofEce  direded  to  him,  and 
he  lives  in  a  place  to  which  thepoft  generally  goes, 
and  the  letter  is  dire6led  to  that  place,  will  the 
pofl-mafter  deliver  him  the  letter,  without  his  pay- 
ing the  pollage  receivable  at  the  place  to  which  the 
letter  is  direded? 

A.  Yes ;  the  office  cannot  demand  poftage  for 
a  letter  it  that  does  not  carry,  or  farther  than  it 
does  carry  it. 

Q^  Are  not  ferrymen  in  America  obliged,  by 
a£lof  parliament,  to  carry  over  the  pods  without 
pay? 
A.  Yes. 

Qj^  Is  not  this  a  tax  on  the  ferrymen  ? 
A.  They  do  not  confider  it   as  liich,  as  they 
have  an  advantage  from  perfons  travelling  with  the 
poft. 

Q^  If  the  ftamp-ad  Ihould  be  repealed  and 
the  crown  fhould  make  a  requifition  to  the 
colonies  for  a  fum  of  money,  would  they 
grant  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  would. 
Q^  Why  do  you  think  fo  ? 
A.  I  can  fpeak  for  the  colony  I  live  in  ;  I  had  it 
in  inflrudion  from  the  aiTembly  to  alture  the  mini- 
ftry,  that  as  they  always  had  done,  fo  they  Ibould 
always  think  it  their  duty  to  grant  fuch  aids  to 
the  crown  as  were  fuitable  to  their  circumftances 
and  abilities,  whenever  called  upon  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  ufual  conftitutional  manner  ;  and 
I  had  the  honour  of  communicating  this 
inflruclion  to  that  honourable  gentleman  then 
minifcer. 

Q^  Would  they  do  this  for  a  Britijh  concern  ;  as 
K.  4  ,  fuppofe 
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fuppofe  a  war  in  fome  part  of  Europe,  that  did  not 
affeft  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  for  any  thing  that  concerned  the  gene- 
ral in  tereil.  They  confider  themfelvesasapartof 
the  whole. 

Q^  What  is  the  ufual  conftitutional  manner  of 
calling  on  the  colonies  for  aids  ? 

A.  A  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
Q.  Is  this  all  you  mean,  a  letter  from  the  fecre- 
tary of  (late  ? 

A.  I  mean  the  ufual  way  of  requifition,  in  a 
circular  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  by  his 
majefty's  command,  reciting  the  occafion,  and  re- 
commending it  to  the  colonies,  to  grant  fuch  aids" 
as  became  their  loyalty,  and  were  fuitable  to  their 
abilities, 

Q.  Did  the  fecretary  of  flate  ever  write  for  mo- 
ney for  the  crown  ? 

A.  The  requifitions  have  been  to  raife, 
clothe  and  pay  men,  which  cannot  be  done  without 
money. 

Q.  Would  they  grant  money  alone,  if  call'^ 
ed  on  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  they  would,  money  as 
well  as  men,  when  they  have  money,  or  can 
make  it. 

Q.  If  the  parliament  Ihould  repeal  the  ftamp- 
a6i:,  will  the  affembly  of  Pennjylvania  refcind  their 
refolutions  ? 
A.  I  think  not. 

Q^  Before  there  was  any  thought  of  the  fiamp- 
ad,  did  they  wifli   for   a   reprefentation  in  par- 
liament? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  there  is,  in  the  Penn- 
fylvania  charter,  an  exprefs  refervation  of  the  right 
of  parliament  to  lay  taxes  there  ? 

A.  I    know    there   is    a   claufe    in   the  char- 
ier, by  which    the   king    grants  that    he    will 
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levy  no  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  it  be 
with  the  confent  of  the  aflcmbly,  or  by  an  a6l  of 
parliament. 

(^  How  then  could  the  afTembly  of  Pennfyhan'm 
afTert,  that  laying  a  tax  on  them  by  the  ftamp-adt 
was  an  infringement  of  their  rights? 

A.  They  underftand  it  thus;  by  the  fame  char- 
ter, and  otherwife,  they  are  intitled  to  all  the  pri- 
vileges and  liberties  of  Englijhmen ',  they  find  in 
the  great  charters,  and  the  petition  and  declaration 
of  rights,  that  one  of  the  privileges  oiEngliJh  fub- 
jecls  is,  that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their 
common  confent ;  they  have  therefore  relied  up- 
on it,  from  the  firfl  fettlement  of  the  province, 
that  the  parliament  never  would,  nor  could,  by 
colour  of  thatclaufe  in  the  charter,  affume  a  right 
of  taxing  them,  till  it  had  qualified  itfelf  to  exer- 
cife  fuch  right,  by  admitting  reprefentatives  from 
the  people  to  be  taxed,  v/ho  ought  to  make  a  part 
of  that  common  confent. 

Q^  Are  there  any  words  in  the  charter  that  juf- 
tify  that  conftru6tion  ? 

A.  The  common  rights  of  Englijhmen^  as  de^ 
clared  by  Magna  Chart a^  and  the  petition  of  right, 
all  juftify  it. 

Q^  Does  the  diftindlion  between  internal 
and  external  taxes  exift  in  the  words  of  the 
charter  ? 

A.  No,  I  believe  not. 

Q^  Then  may  they  not,  by  the  fame  interpre- 
tation, objedlto  the  parliament's  right  of  external 
taxation  ? 

A.  They  never  have  hitherto.  Many  arguments 
have  been  lately  ufed  here  to  fhew  them  that  there 
is  no  difference,  and  that  if  you  have  no  right  to 
tax  them  internally,  you  have  none  to  tax  them 
externally,  or  make  any  other  law  to  bind  them* 
At  prefent  they  do  not  reafon  fo,  but  in   time 

tjiey 
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they  may  poffibly  be   convinced  by   thefe  argu- 
ments. 

Q^  Do  not  the  refolutions  of  the  Pennfylvannia 
afTemblies  fay  All  taxes  ? 

A.  If  they  do,  they  mean  only  internal  taxes  5 
the  fame  words  have  not  always  the  fame  meaning 
here  and  in  the  colonies.  By  taxes  they  mean 
internal  taxes;  by  duties  they  mean  cuftoms  ;  thefe 
are  their  ideas  of  the  language. 

Q^  Have  you  not  feen  the  refolutions   of  the 
Majfachufefs  Bay  ailembly  ? 
A.  I  have. 

Q^  Do  they  not  fay,  that  neither  external 
nor  internal  taxes  can  be  laid  on  them  by  parlia- 
ment ? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  they  do  -,  I   believe  not, 

Q^  If  the   fame  colony     fhould    fay     neither 

tax  nor   impofition  could  be  laid,  does  not  that 

province  hold  the  power   of  parliament   can   lay 

neither  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  that  by  the  word  impofition, 
they  do  not  intend  to  exprefs  duties  to  be  laid 
on  goods  imported,  as  regulations  of  com- 
merce. 

Q^  What  can  the  colonies  mean  then  by  im* 
poficion  as  diftin^l  from  taxes  ? 

A.  They  may  mean  many  things,  as  impref- 
fmg  of  men,  or  of  carriages,  quartering  troops  on 
private  houfes,  and  the  like  •,  there  may  be  great 
impofitions  that  are  not  properly  taxes. 

Q^  Is  not  the  poft-oflice   rate  an  internal   tax 
laid  by  acl  of  parliament  ? 
A.  I  have  anfwered  that. 
Q^  Are  ail  parts  of  the  colonies  equally  able  to 
pay  taxes  ? 

A.  No,  certainly,  the  frontier  parts,  which 
have  been  ravaged  by  the  enemy,  are  greatly  dif- 
abled  by  that  means,  and  therefore,  in  fuch  cafes, 
are  ufuaily  favoured  in  our  tax-laws. 
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■  Q^  Can  we,  at  this  diftance,  be  competent 
judges  of  what  favours  are  neceffary  ? 

A.  The  parliament  have  fuppofed  it,  by  claim- 
ing a  right  to  make  tax-iaws  ior  America?  I  think 
it  impoflible. 

Q^  Would  the  repeal  of  the  flamp-a6l  be  any 
difcouragement  of  your  manufasflures  ?  Will 
the  people  that  have  begun  to  manufacture  de^ 
cline  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  they  will  ;  efpecially  if,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  trade  is  opened  again,  fo  that  re- 
mittances can  be  eafily  made.  I  have  knovvn  fe- 
veral  inftances  that  make  it  probable.  In  the  war 
before  iail,  tobacco  being  low,  and  making  little 
remittance,  the  people  of  F/r^f,^/'^  went  generally 
into  famjly  manufadlures.  Afterwards,  when 
tobacco  bore  a  better  price,  they  returned 
to  the  ufe  of  Britijh  manufadures.  So  fulling- 
mills  wer"e  very  much  difufed  in  the  laft  war  in 
Fennfylvanta^  becaufe  bills  were  then  plenty,  and 
remittances  could  eafily  be  made  to  Britain  for 
Englijh  cloth  and  other  goods. 

Q^  If  the  ftamp-ad  fliould  be  repealed,  would 
it  induce  the  afiemblies  oi  America  to  acknowledge 
the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  them,  and  would 
they  erafe  their  rcfolutions  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Is  there  no  means  of  obliging  them  to  erafe 
thofe  refolutions  ? 

A.  None  that  I  know  of;  they  will  never  do  it, 
vjnlefs  compelled  by  force  of  arms. 

Q^  Is  there  a  power  on  earth  that  can  force 
them  to  erafe  them  ? 

A.  No  power,  how  great  foever,  can  force  men 
to  change  their  opinions. 

Q^  Do  they  confider  the  pofl-office  as  a  tax,  or 
^s  a  regulation  ? 

A,  Not  as  a  tax,  but  as  a  regulation  and  con- 
yeniency-,  every  aflembly  encouraged  it,  andfup- 

port^d 
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ported  it  in  its  infancy,  by  grants  of  money, 
which  they  would  not^otherwife  have  done  -,  and 
the  people  have  always  paid  the  poftage. 

(^  When  did  you  receive  the  inftrudtions  you 
mentioned  ? 

A.  I  brought  them  with  me,  when  I  came  to 
England^  about  15  months  fince. 

Q^  When  did  you  communicate  that  inflru6lion 
to  the  miniiler  ? 

A.  Soon  after  my  arrival,  while  the  (lamping 
of  America  was  under  confideration,  and  before  the 
bill  was  brought  in. 

Q^  Would  it  be  moft  for  the  intereft  of  Great- 
Britain^  to  employ  the  hands  of  Virginia  in  to-' 
bacco,  or  in  manufadures  ? 

A.  In  tobacco,  to  be  fure. 

Q^  What  ufed  to  be  the  pride  of  iht  Americans? 

A.  To  indulge  in  the  faOiions  and  manufactures , 
of  Great-Britain, 

Q^  What  is  now  their  pride  ? 

A.  To  wear  their  old  cloaths  over  again,  till 
they  can  make  new  ones. 

withdrew. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  having  in 
a  great  meafure  finifhed  their  examination  of  per- 
fons  and  papers,  it  was  at  length  moved,  on  the 
2iftof  January y   I'jGG, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Houfe  be  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  an  acl-  pafled  in  the  laft 
felTion  of  parliament,  entituled,  An  AUt  for 
granting  and  applying  certain  fiamp-duties^  and 
other  duties  in  the  Britiih  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  towards  further  defraying  the  expences 
of  defending^  prote5iing^  and  fecuring  the  fame^ 
and  for  amending  fuch  parts  of  the  fever al  a5ls  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  trade  and  revenue^  of  the 

faid: 
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faid  colonies  and  plantations^  as  direB  the  manner  of 
determining  and  recovering  the  penalties  and  fcr^ 
feitures  therein-mentioned. 

It  was  afterwards  propofed,   to   leave  out  the 
word  repeal^  and  infert  explain  and  amend. 

Upon  which  there  enfued  a  debate. 

The   queftion   was   put,    whether     the   word 
repeal  fhould  ftand  ? 

Ayes     275 

Noes 167 

Then  the  queftion  was  put  and  agreed  to. 

A    LIST    of  the   MINORITY,    who  voted 
againji  the  repeal  of  the  AmQnc^in  famp-a^. 

J.  Abercrombie,  Efq-,  a  major-general,  and  colonel  of 

the  ^^th  regiment  of  foot,  —  Clackmannanfhire 

Edward  Bacon,  Efq;  «-  Norwich 

William  Baggott,  Efq;         StafFordfhire 

Sir  Richard  Warwick  Bamfylde,  Bart,  Devonfhire 
Lord  Barrington,/^ rr^/^rj  at  war      ^.—     Ply  mouth 
Lord  Bateman,  maft,  of  the  huckhounds     Woodftock 
Lord  Robert  Bertie,  a  lord  of  the  King's  bed- 
chamber,  a  lieutenant-general,  governor  of 
Cork,  and  colonel  of  the  jth  regiment  of  foot  Bofton 

Lord  Brownlow  Bertie         Lincolnfhire 

Peregrine  Bertie,  Efq;  Weftbury- 

William  Blackftone,  Efq;  folicit  or -general 

to  the  ^een,  — — -  Hindon 

Sir  Walter  Blackett,  Bart.      Newcaftle  upon  Tyne 
Richard  Wilbraham  Boocle,  Efq;     —       Chefter 

Thomas  Brand,  Efq;  — Gatton 

William  Bromley,  Efq;     "— ^ —     Warwicklhire 

Hon.  Robert  Brudenel,  Efq;  a  groom  of 
the  bed-chamber  to  the  duke  ^/ York,  and 
colonel  of  the  ^th  regiment  of  foot,  and, 
lately  made,    vice- chamberlain  to  the 

^een,         ■ •     Marlborough 

Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury^  Bart.  Suffolk 

Sir  Robert  Burdett,  Bart,        —  Tamworth 

Hon.  ' 
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Hon.  John  Burgoync,  Efq;  colonel  of  the 

i^th  regiment  of  dragoons         —         Midhurfi: 
William  Matt.  Burt,  Elq;         — -  Marlow 
Hon.  Charles  Sloane  Cadogan,Erq;yi/r- 
veyor  of  his  Majefifs  waters^  and  trea- 
furer  to  the  duke  of  York           Cambridge  town 
Right   Hon.  Lord    Frederick    Camp- 
bell                          Glalgow,  Renfrew,  &c. 

James    Campbell,    Efq;     governor  of 

Stirling  cafile  — Stirlingfhire 

Marquis  of  Carnarvon  —  Radnorfhire 

Lord  Carysfort         — — —  Huntingdonfhire 

Timothy  Cafwell,  Efq;  •  Hertford 

Earl  of  Catherlough  Grimfby 

Richard  Clive,  Efqj  —  Montgomery 

James  Edward  Colleton,  Efq-,     —      Leftwithiel 

Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton      * Cambridgefhire 

James  Courts,  Efqj  —  Edinburgh  city 

Tho.  Coventry,   Efq;  a  director  of   the 

.     South-fea  company  « — • Bridport 

Patrick  Crauford,  Efq;         —  Renfrewihirc 

iifheton  Cuzfon,  Efq;       —  Clitheroe 

Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  Bart,  —  Dunbar,  &c. 
Sir  James  Dafhwood,  Bart.  —  Oxfordihire 
Sir  John  Huffey  Delaval,  Bart.  Berwick 

John  Dickfon,  Efq;  — '        Peebleihire 

Sir  James  Douglafs,  adm,  of  theWhlteOrkney^  &c. 
Archibald  Douglafs,   Efq;   a  lieutenant- 
general,  and  col.  of  the  j  o^th  regiment 
of  dragoons         -  -  .  Dumfries-fhire 

William  Drake,  Efq;  _  -  -  Amerfham 
Thomas  Erie  Drax,  Efq;  -  -  Warcham 
Sir  Lawrence  Dundafs,Bart.  Newcaftle  under  line 
Thomas  Dundafs,  Efq;       -      -  Richmond 

Thomas  De  Grey,   Eiq;  -         -        Norfolk 

Jeremiah  Dyfon,    Efq;   one  of  the  lords 

of  trade         _       -         -         Yarmouth,  Hants 
John  Eames,  Efq;  one  of  the  mafiers  in 
'    Chancery  -  -  Yarmouth,  Hants 

5  Archibald 
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Archibald  Edmonftone,  Efq^         Dumbartonflnre 
Right  Hon.  Gilbert  Elliot,    Efqj  trea- 

furer  of  the  chamber  -  -  Roxburgh  fhire 
Right  Hon.  Welbore  Ellis      -      -  Aylelbury 

Simon  Fanfhawe,  Efq;   a  comptroller  of 

the  hoard  of  green  cloth  -  -  Grampound 
Sir  Charles  Farnaby,  Bart.  -  -^  Eaft  Grinllead 
Earl  of  Farnhani  -        -         .  Taunton 

Thomas  Foley,  Efq-,         -  -        Droitwich 

Alexander  Forrefter,  Efq-,     -     -        Oakhampton 
Colonel  Frafer,  -  -  Invernefsfhire 

Lord  Garlics       -  -  -  Morpeth 

Bamber  Gafcoigne,  Efq;  •  :  -  Midhurft 

Thomas  Gilbert,  Efq-,  comptroller  of  the 

Kin^s  wardrobe  -  -  Mewcaftle  under  line 
Sir  John  Glynne,  Bart.  -  -  Flint  town 
Lord  Adam  Gordon,  colonel  of  the  66th 

regiment  of  foot     -  -  Aberdeenlhire 

The  Marquis  of  Granby,   majler  of  the 
ordnance^  and  colonel  of  the  royal  re- 
giment of  horfe-guards  blue      -     Cambridgefhire 
Sir  Alexander  Grant,  Bart.       -        Fortrofe,  &c. 
Charles  Gray,  Efq-,      -  -  Colcheiler 

David  Graeme,  ^.{c^'Jecretary  to  the  §ueen^ 
a  major-general^  and  colonel  of  the  ^(^th 
regiment  of  foot         -  -  Perthfhirc 

Rt.  Hon.  Geo.  Grenville,  Efq-,  Buckingham  town 
Thomas  Grofvenor,  Efq;        -  -         Chefler 

Howell  Gwynne,  Efq-,      -  -        X)ld  Sarum 

John  Hamilton,  ¥.{q;,mafter  of  the  Kings's  * 

works  in  Scoihnd     -  -       Wigtown,  &c. 

William  Gerrard  Hamilton,  Efq;  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  in  Irchnd      -     Pontefradt 
Hon.  Thomas  Hariey,  Efq;      -       -         London 
Sir  Henry  Harpur,  Bart.  -  Derbylliire 

James  Harris,  Efq;         -  -      Chriftchurch 

hliab  Harvey,  Efq;  King's  cotinfel      -      Dunwich. 
Edward  Harvey,  Efq;    a  major-general^ 
colonel  of  the  o^d  regiment  of  light  horfe^ 
and  adjutant -general  in  North  America     Gatton 

George 


J44  Parliamentary     A.  1766. 

George  Hay,  L-.  L.  D.  dean  of  the  arches 
courts  and  jud^e  of  the  prerogative 
cour^  of  QdLVMtihuvY        -  -         Sandwich 

Edward  Herbert,  Efq,         -  -         Ludlow 

Lord  Hinchinbrooke  -  -  Brackley 

Hon.  George  Hobart,  Efq;     -      -         Beeralfton 
Francis  Hoibourne,  Eiq^  vice-admiral  of 

the  red        -         -  -      Dumferling,   &c. 

Rowland  Holt,  Efq;  -  -  Suffolk 

Jacob  Houblon,  Efq;         -         -      Hertfordfliire 
Hon.  Thomas  Howard,  Efq;         -     Caftle  Rifing 
Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  Efq;        -         Winchelfea 
Charles  Jenkinfon,    Kiq',  auditor  of   ac- 
compts  to     the  Princefs  Dowager    of 
Wales  -  -  Cockermouth 

John  Jolliffe,  Efq;  Peters-field 

Robert  Jones,  Efq;  -        -         Huntingdon 

Anthony  James  Keck,  Efq;  -  Leicefler 

Edward  Kynafton,  Efq;  Montgomerylhire 

Peter  Legh,  Efq; Ilchefter 

Marquis  of  Lome,  a  lieutenant- general^ 

and  colonel  of  the  if  regiment  of  foot  Dover 

Richard  Lowndes,  Efq;  -  Buckinghamfhire 
Sir  James  Lowther,  Bart.  -  Cumberland 
Sir  Herbert  Lloyd,  Bart.  -  -  Cardigan  town 
Simon   Luttreil,  Efq;  -  -  Wigaa 

William  Lynch,  Efq;     -  -  Weobly 

John  Rofs   Mackye,  Efq;  poftmafler  ef 

the  ordnance  -  -  Kircudbright 

Alexander  Mackay,  Efq;  coloJtel  of  the 

6-th  regiment  of  foot         -         Sutherlandiliire 
P.t.  Hon.  James  Stuart  Mackenzie, Efq;    Rofsfhire 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  colonel  of  the  ^d 
regiment  of  dragoons^   and  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Hull        -         Kingdon  upon  Hull 
John  Manners,   Efq;    Houfe-keeptr    at 

Whitehall  -  -  Newark 

Samuel  Marty n,   Efq;   ireafurer  to  the 

Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales         -       Camelford 

Paul 
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Paul  Methuen,  Efq;         -  -  Warwick 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Millar,  Efq;  Lord 

Advocate  for  S<zot\3ind  -  Anan,  Sanquhair,  &c. 
Thomas  Moore  Molyneux,  Efq;  a  cap- 
tain in  the  '^d  regiment  of  foot -guards  ■  HaQemere 
Hon.  Archibald  Montgomery,  Efq; 
equerry  to  ibe  ^een^ governor  of  Duta- 
barcon  caft!e^  and  deputy -ranger  of  St. 
JamesV  and  Hyde  parks  -  Alrfhlre 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  a  general  of  his 
Majejifs  forces ^  colonel  of  the  10th 
regiment  of  dragoons^  and  governor 
of  Sheernefs  -  Cockermouth 

Sir  Charles    Mordaunt,    Bart.     -    Warwickihire 
John  Morton,    Efq-,    Chief     Jufiice  of 

Cheiler  -  -  Abingdon 

John  Moilyn,  Efq;  groom  of   the  bed- 
chamber  to  the  King,  colonel  of  the  ifi 
regiment  of  dragoon  guards^  and  a  lieu- 
tenant-general -  -  Malton 
Lord  Mountftuart            -             »            Boffiney 
Richard  Neville  Neville,  Efq-,                  Taviilock 
Sir  Roger  Newdigate,  Bart.      Oxford  Univerfity 
Lord  North               -                -                 Banbury 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton             -             -  Wigan 
Right  Hon.  Robert  Nugent,  Efq-,  Briilol 
Edmund  Nugent,  Efq-,  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  King^  and  captain  in  the 
J  ft  regiment  of  foot -guards         -          St.  Maws 
Robert  Henley  Ongley,  Efq;      -      Bedfordiliire 
Lord  Orwell                           -                     Ipfwich 
Right  Hon.  James  Ofwald,  Yu^c];,  joint 

vice- treafurer  of  Ivchnd  -  -  Kinghorn,  &c. 
Earl  of  Panmure,    a   lieutenant-general^ 

and  colonel  of  the  2  ift  regiment  of  foot  Forfarfhire 
Armflead  Parker,  Efq;  -  -  Peterborough 
Thomas  Pitt,  Efq;        -  -  Old  Saruni 

Sir  George  Pococke,  ^i;^/r^/<?//^(?  ^/^^  Plymouth 
George  Prefcott,  Efq;        -        *         Stockbridge 
VoL.VIL  L  "  George 
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George  Rice  Efq-,  a  lord  of  trade  Carmarthenfliire 
John  Robinlbn,  £iq-,  -  Weftmoreland 

John  Lock  hart  Rofs,   a  captain  of  the 

royal  navy  -  -  Peebleslhire 

Lord  George   Sackville,  joint  vice-trea- 

furer  of  Ireland  -  Hythe 

Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  gro^m  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Duke  of  York,  and  a 
lieutenant-colonel        -  -      Wotton-BafTet 

Sir  John  Sebright,  Bart,  a  major-general^ 

and  colonel  of  the  \%th  regiment  of  foot  Bath 

Henry  Seymour,  Eiq;  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  King  -  -  Totnefs 
Fane  William  Sharpe,  Efq;  -  Callington 
Jennifon  Shaftc.,  Efq;"  -  Leominfter 
Henry  Shiflfner  Efq;  -  -  Minehead 
James  Shuttlev  orth,  Efq;  -  Lancafhire 
Coningfby  Sibthorpe,  Efq;  -  Lincoln 
Lord    Charles     Spencer,    verdurer    of 

Whichwood/6?r(?/?      -         -  Oxfordfhire 

Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley,  Efq;  governor 

of  the  ifle  of  Wight  -         Southampton 

Sir  Thomas  Stapleton,  Bart.  Oxford  city 

John  Stevenfon,  Efq;  a  direBor  of  the 

Eaft-India  company.  -  St.  Michael 

Sir  Simeon  Stuart,  Bart.  ^  chamberlain  of 

the  Eiccheqiter  -  -  Hampfliirc 

Lord  Strange,  Chancellor  of  the  dutchy 

of  Lancafter  -  -  Lancafliirc 

Lord  George  Sutton  -         -        Grantham 

Marquis  of  Taviilock      -  -        Bedfordihire 

Earl  of  Thomond  -  Minehead 

Thomas  Thoroton,  Efq;  fecretary  to  the 

mafier  of  the  ordnance  -  Newark 

John  Pugh  Pryfe,  Efq;         -  Cardiganfliire 

Edward  Thurlowe,  Efq;  King's  counfel   Tamworth 
Hon.  Henry  Fred.  Thynnc  -  Weobly 

Sir  John  Turner,  Bart.  -  King's  Lynn 

Sir  Charles  Kemys  Tynte        -         Somerfetfliirc 

Arthur 
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Arthur  Vanfittart,  Efqj  -  Berkfliire 

Richard  Vernon,  Efq^  -  Bedford 

John  Upton,  Eiq;  -  Weftmoreland 

Charles  Walcott,  Efq;  Weymouth  &  Melcomb 
Robert  Waller,  Eic];  Chipping  Wycomb 

John  Rolle  Walter,  Efq^  -  Exeter 

Henry   Wauchope,    Efq-,    deputy  privy- 

purfe  to  his  Majefiy  -  '      Bute  &  Caithnefs 

Hon.  John  Ward,  Efq;         -  VVorcellerihire 

Lord  Wark worth,   aid  de   camp  to   the 

King  -  -  Weftminfter 

Philip  Carteret  Webb,  Efq;  HaQemere 

Alexander   Wedderburn,    King's  coun- 

fel  -  -  Rothefay,  6cc. 

Thomas  Whately,  Efq;  -  Luggerfhall 

Hon.  1  homas  Willoughby,  Efq;  Nottinghamlhire 
Sir  Armine  Wodehoufe,  Bart.  Norfolk 

Robert  Wood,  Efq;  -         -  Brackley 

167  Thomas  Worfley,  ¥!(];,  fur vey or  of 

the  board  of  works  -  Orford 

168  Right    Hon.     Richard      Rigby, 

Efq;  teller  -  -  Taviftock 

The  committee  agreed  to  feveral  other'  refo- 
lutions,  which  were  ordered  to  be  reported  to 
the  Houfe  on  the  24th  of  February, 

On  that  day  Mr.  Fuller^  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  come  to  the 
following  refolutions. 

I  ft.  That  the  King's  Majefty,  by  and  with 
the  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  Commons  of  Great-Britain,  in  Parliament 
aflembled,  had,  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to 
have,  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws 
and  ftatutes  of  fufficient  force  and  validity  to  bind 
the  colonies  and  people  of  America,  fubjeds  of 
the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

2d,  That  tumults  and  infurredions  of  the 
moft    dangerous  nature  have   been    raifed,   and 

L  2  carried 
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carried  on,  in  feveral  of  the  Ncrth-American  co- 
lonies, in  open  defiance  of  the  powers  and  dig- 
nity of  his  Majefly's  government,  and  in  ma- 
nifeft  violation  of  the  laws  and  legiQative  atuho- 
rity  of  this  kingdom. 

3d,  That  the  faid  tumults  and  infurredions 
have  been  greatly  countenanced  and  inflamed 
by  votes  and  refolutions,  paffed  in  feverai  of  the 
affembiies  in  the  laid  provinces,  highly  injurious 
to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's  government,  and 
tending  to  deftroy  the  legal  and  conflitutional 
dependency  of  the  faid  colonies  on  the  Imperial 
crown  and  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

4th,  That  fuch  perfons,  v^ho,  on  account  of 
the  defire  which  they  have  manifefted  to  comjpiy 
with,  or  to  affift  in  carrying  into  execution,  any 
a6ls  of  the  legiilature  of  Great-Britain^  relating 
to  the  Britijh  colonies  in  North-America^  have 
fuffered  any  injury  or  damage,  ought  to  have  full 
and  ample  compenfation  made  to  them  for  the 
fame,  by  the  refpe6live  colonies  in  which  fuch 
injuries  or  damages  were  fuilaine^.  ' 

5th,  That  the  Houfe  be  moved  to  refolve  and 
declare,  that  all  his  Majefty's  fubjefls,  refiding 
in  the  faid  colonies,  who  have  manifelled  their 
defire  to  comply  with,  or  to  affifl;  in  carrying  into 
execution,  any  ads  of  the  legiflature  of  Great- 
Britain^  relating  to  the\Sri!V//^  colonies  m  North- 
America^  have  aded  as  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds, 
and  are  therefore  intitled  to,  and  will  afTuredly 
have,  the  protedion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
of  Great-Britain, 

6th,  That  all  perfons,  who,  by  reafon  of  the 
tumults  and  outrages  in  North-America^  have  not 
been  able  to  procure  ftamped  paper,  fince  the 
^  pafTing  of  the  ad  for  laying  certain  duties  of 
iftamps  in  the  colonies,  ought  to  be  indemnified 
from  -all  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  they 
may   have   incurred,  by   vvriting,  ingrofTing,    or 

/  printing. 
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printing,  on  paper,  velliim,  or  parchment,  not 
duly  ftamped,  as  reqir'-ed  by  the  faid  adt,  under 
proper  reftridions. 

7th,  That  the  Houil-  be  moved,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bil]  to  repeal  an  adl  pafTed  in 
the  lad  leffion  of  Parliament,  entitled,  An  a5t 
for  granting  and  applying  certain  ft  amp -duties,  and  , 
other  duties^  in  the  Britiili  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  towards  fiirther  defraying  the  expences 
of  defending,  prote^tingy  and  fecuring  the  fame  ; 
and  for  amending  fuch  parts  of  the  feveral  acls  of 
Parliament,  relating  to  the  trade  and  revenues  of 
the  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  as  dire5l  the  manner 
of  determining  and  recovering  the  pemdties  and  for^ 
feitures  therein  mentioned. 

The  fird  of  thefe  refoiLitions  being  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  a  motion  was  made  for  its  being  pod- 
poned ;  but,  after  a  debate,  the  queilion  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negaiive,  after  which 
the  refolution  was  agreed  to  -,  as  v^^ere  the  2d,  ^dp 
and  4th,  after  being  read  a  fecond  time,  without 
any  oppofition  ;  and,  after  the  5th  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  a  motion  being  made  accordingly, 
the  houfe  did  relblve  and  declare  in  the  terms 
thereby  propofed  •,  after  which  the  6th  was  read 
a  fecond  time,  and  agreed  to:  then  the  7th  and 
lad,  which  had  occafioned  a  debate  in  the  com- 
mittee, but  was  therein  agreed  to  by  275  to 
167  *,  ai~>d  now  upon  the  report,  as  foon  as  it  was 
read  a  fecond  time,  a  motion  was  made  for  its 
being  recommitted  -,  v^hereupon  fome  part  of  the 
aft  of  the  5th  of  Queen  Anne,  chap.  viii.  for 
an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Eng]and  and 
Scotland,  particularly  the  iSth  article  of  that 
famous  treaty,  was,  upon  motion,  read,  and  a 
debate  enfued,  but,  upon  the  quedion's  being 
put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  ;  confequently 
a  motion  was  in  courfe  made,  purfuant  to  the 
■feid  refolution,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  leave  be 
L  3  given 
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given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  an  ad  pafied 
in  the  laft  feffion,  for  granting  and  applying  cer- 
tain (lamp-duties,  &c. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  perfons  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  the  bill  do  make  efFedual. 
provifion,  in  the  faid  bill,  for  preferving  the 
jult  rights  and  authority  of  the  Britife)  legifia- 
ture,  by  diredling  all  votes  and  refolutions  of 
the  aiTemblies  of  any  of  the  American  colonies, 
repugnant  to  the  faid  rights  and  authority,  to 
be  erafed  and  expunged,  before  the  faid  repeal 
fliall  take  place  in  fuch  refpe£tive  colonies. 
This  brought  on  a  new  debate ;  but,  upon  the 
queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  ne- 
gative by  240  to  133,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
next  motion  j  which  was,  that  a  bill  or  bills  be 
brought  in  upon  the  firfl:  and  fixth  of  the  afore- 
faid  refolutions.  Then  it  was  ordered  that  the 
fad,  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  of  the  aforefaid  refolutions 
be  laid  before  his  Majefty,  and  it  was  refolved  to 
addrefs  his  majefty,  to  defire,  that  he  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  diredtions,  that  the 
faid  refolutions  be  tranfmitted  to  the  governors  of 
his  Majefly's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America^ 
to  be  by  them  communicated  to  the  aflemblies  of 
.  iheir  refpedlive  governments. 

The  houfc  having  now  continued  fitting  till 
after  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
they  adjourned  till  next  morning  the  26th,  on 
which  day  Mr.  Fuller  prefented  to  the  houfe  ac- 
cording to  order,  a  bill  for  the  better  fecuring  the 
dependency  of  his  majefty's  dominions  in  America^ 
upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
which  bill  was  then  read  a  firfl  time  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  the  next  morning:  and 
prefently  afterwards,  Mr.  Secretary  Conway  pre- 
fented to  the  Houfe,  according  to  order,  a  bill 
to  repeal  an  adt  made  in  the  laft  fefljon  of  parlia- 
ment, entitled,   An  a^  for  granting  and  applying 

certain 
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certain  Jiamp'duties^  and  other ^  &c,  which  bill  was 
then  read  a  fird  time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  le- 
cond  time,  alfo  the  next  morning.  Both  bills 
pafied. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March,  after  thefe  two  afls  had 
received  the   royal  aflent,  an   inftrudtion  was  or- 
dered to  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  appointed 
to   prepare  and   bring  in  a  bill,  purfuant  to   the 
faid   6th  refolution,  that  they  do  make   provifioa 
in   the  faid  bill,  for  making  valid  in   law  all  the 
writings,   ingrolTings,    and   printings,  wrote,  in- 
grofled,    or    printed,   in   America   upon    paper, 
vellum  or   parchment,  not  (lamped  according  to 
law  under  proper  reftridions*,  and  a    bill  having 
been  prepared  in  purfuance  of  the  faid   refolution, 
and  proper  claufes  added  in  purfuance  of  this  in- 
ItruAion,  Mr.   Fuller  prefented  the  bill  the  next 
day  to   the  Houfe,  being  then  entided,   A  hill  to 
indemnify  perfons  who  have  incurred^    or  May  incur y 
penalties  and  forfeitures^  hy  writing,   i^gr offings   or 
printing,  in  his  majejifs  dominions  in  America,  upon 
unjlamped  paper,  vellum,  or  parchment,  contrary  to  an 
a5i  pajfed  laji  fejfion  of  Parliament,  for  granting  and 
applying  certain  ji amp  duties,  and  other  duties,  in  the 
Britifh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America;  and 
for  making  good  and  valid  all  writings,  ingroffings^ 
and  printings,  wrote,  ingrojfed,  or  printed,  or  which 
Jhall  he  wrote,  ingrojfed,  or  printed,  upon  unjlamped 
paper,  which  by  the  faid  aH  would  have  been,  or  jhall 
be,  null  and  void  xy^ow  payment  of  certain  fums  of 
money.    This  was  the  title  of  the  bill  when  it  was 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  then  read  a  firft 
time  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  which 
it  was  on  the  25th,  and   committed  to   a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe  for  the  9th  of  April \ 
but  in  the  mean  time  an  obje<^ion  was  raifed  to 
the  bill   as  it  then  flood,  that  we  had  already  by 
an  ad  of  that  feflion  repealed  wholly,  abfolutely, 
*nd  unconditionally,  the  flamp-duty   ad  of  the 
L  4  preceding 
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preceding  feffion,  whereas  by  the  bill  then  de- 
pending before  the  Houie,  we  were  to  enacSt  that 
the  faid  adt  of  the  preceding  feffipn  fhali  be  re- 
pealed only  in  part  and  upon  condition. 
'  This  objedlion  had  fo  much  weight,  that  the 
"  order  for  committing  the  bill  was  trom  time  to 
time  put  off  until  the  i6th  of  May^  on  which  day 
'  the  Houfe  refolved  itfeif  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  faid  bill,  went  through  the 
fame  with  feveral  amendments,  and  ordered  the 
report  to  be  received  on  the  2 2d,  when  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  ingroiTed.  On  the  30th  it  was,  according 
to  order,  read  a  third  tim.e,  and  a  motion  made 
to  refolve,  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  which  after 
reading  the  above  mentioned  refolutions  of  the 
24th  of  February^  was  agreed  to,  and  as  all  re- 
llrir5i:ions  and  conditions  for  the  payment  of  any 
money  had  been  in  the  committee  left  out,  it  was 
refolved,  that  the  title  of  the  bill  ihould  be.  An 
G^  for  indemnifying  perfons  who  have  incurred  cer- 
tain penalties^  inflitled  by  an  alTt  of  the  laftfejjion  of 
Parliament^  for  granting  certain  flamp-duties^  in  the. 
Britifh  colonies^  and  plantations  in  America;  and 
for  making  valid  all  inftruments  executed  or  inr oiled 
there y  on  unjlamped  paper ^  vellum  or  parchment. 
And  Mr.  Fuller  was  t'hen  ordered  to  carry  the  bil} 
to  the  Lords. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  af- 
fairs of  the  colonies,  directed  their  chairman,  Mr. 
Ftdler^  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the  refolution$ 
they  had  come  to  fmce  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
a6t.  And  on  the  9th  of  May,  1766,  the  report: 
)yas  made. 

Refolution  lil.  That  the  duties  impofed  by  an 
a6l  or  aiSts  of  Parliament,  upon  melafles,  and 
fyrups,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufadure, 
of  any  foreign  American  colony  or  plantation, 
'  imported  into  any  Britifh  colony  or  plantation  i^ 
/Imcrica^  do  ceafe  and  determine. 

2d,  That 
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2d,  That  a  duty  of  one  penny,  fterling  money, 
per  gallon,  be  laid  upon  all  melafTes  and  fyrups, 
which  Hiall  be  imported  into  iuch  Britijh  co- 
lony or  plantation.  i 

2^d^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  duties  impofed  upon  fugars,  in  the  Britijb 
colonies  in  America^  by  an  ad  made  in  the  z^th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond,  for 
encouragement  of  the  Greenland  and  Eafiland 
trades,  and  better  fecuring  the  plantation  trade, 
do  ceale  and  determine. 

'4th,  That  the  duty  impofed  in  the  Britijh  co- 
lonies  and  plantations  in  America  by  an  adl,  made 
in  the  4th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  faid  colonies 
and  plantations,  and  for  other  purpofes,  upon 
wrought  filks.  Bengals,  and  (luffs  mixt  with  lilk, 
ox  herba,  of  the  manufadure  of  Perfia^  China,  or 
Eaft  India^  imported  from  Great  Britain  do  ceafe 
and  determine. 

5th,  That  the  duty  impofed  in  the  faid  co- 
lonies and  plan:ations,  by  the  faid  aft,  made  in 
the  fourth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign, 
upon  callicoes,  painted,  dyed,  printed,  or  fbained, 
in  Perfta^  China:,  or  Eaft -India,  imported  from 
Great-Britain^  do  ceafe  and  determine. 

6th,  That  the  duties  impofed  in  the  Britijh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  by  the  faid 
aft,  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty's  reign,  upon  foreign  linen  cloth,  called 
Cambrick,  and  upon  French  lawns,  imported 
from  Great-Britain,  do  ceafe  and  determine. 

7th,  That  a  duty  be  laid  upon  all  fuch  foreign 
linen  cloth,  called  Cambrick,  and  upon  French 
lawns,  which  fhall  be  exported  from  this  kingdom 
to  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

8th,  That  the  duties  impofed  by  the  faid  aft, 
inade  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
jreign,  upon  coffee  and  piemento,  of  the  growth 

and 
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and  produce  of  any  Britifi  colony  or  plantation 
in  America^  which  fhould  be  (hipped  to  be  car- 
ried out  from  thence,  do  ceafe  and  determine. 

9th,  That  a  duty  of  feven  fbillings,  fleriing 
money,  per  hundred  weight  averdupois,  be  laid 
upon  all  fuch  coffee  as  (hall  be  imported  into 
any  fuch  colony  or  plantation,  except  only  fuch 
coffee  as  Ihall,  upon  the  'inding  thereof,  be 
immediately  depofited  and  fecured  in  warehoufes, 
in  order  to  be  re-exported  under  proper  reftridions. 

loth,  That  a  duty  of  one  halfpenny,  fleriing 
money,  per  pound  weight  averdupois,  be  laid 
upon  all  fuch  piemento  which  (hall  be  imported 
into  any  fuch  colony  or  plantation,  except  only 
fuch  piemento  as  (hall,  upon  the  landing  thereof, 
be  immediately  depofited  and  fecured  in  ware- 
houfes, in  order  to  be  re-exported  under  proper 
reftridions, 

1  ith,  That  no  duties  be  paid  upon  fuch  foreign 
fugars,  coffee,  or  indico,  asr  (hall  be  imported 
into  any  Britijh  colony  or  plantation  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America^  and,  upon  the  landing  thereof, 
be  immediately  depofited  and  fecured  in  ware- 
houfes, in  order  to  be  re-exported  under  proper 
reftridlions. 

1 2th,  That  foreign  cotton,  wool,  and  indico, 
be  permitted  to  be  imported  by  Britijh  (hips,  na- 
vigated according  to  law,  into  any  Britijh  ifland, 
in  that  part  of  America  commonly  called  the 
WeJi'Indies^  free  from  the  payment  of  any  duty 
or  other  impofition  whatfoever. 

13th,  That  the  produce  of  fuch  of  the  faid 
duties,  to  be  raifed  in  the  faid  colonies  and  plan- 
tations, be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's 
exchequer,  and  there  referved  to  be,  from  time 
to  time,  difpofed  of  by  Parhament,  towards  de- 
fraying the  neceffary  expences  of  defending,  pro- 
leding,  and  fecuring,  the  faid  colonies  and  planta- 
tions. 

14th,  That 
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14th,  That  ic  will  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
trade,  navigation,  and  manufadures,  of  this 
kina;dom,  to  eftablifh  one  or  more  port  or  ports 
in  his  Majefty's  dominions  in  America^  for  the 
more  free  importation  and  exportation  of  certain 
goods  and  merchandizes  under  proper  regula- 
tions and  reftridlions. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  all  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  4th,  3th,  6th, 
and  7  th,  fhould  be  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means ;  and  that  a  bill  ihould  be 
brought  in  purfuarit  to  the  reft. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  then  read,  for  the 
honfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  it  was  feverally  ordered,  that  the  faid 
committee  do  confider    of  the  duties    payable 
upon  the  importation  into  this  kingdom  of  fu- 
gars  from  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  on 
the  continent  of  America  ;  of  the  proper  methods 
for   the  encouragement  of    the   importation    of 
cotton-wool  into  this  kingdom,  and  of  the  duties 
payable  in  this   kingdom    upon    wrought  filks. 
Bengals,  or  ftuffs,  mixed  with  filk  01  herba,  of 
the  manufadlure  of  Perfia^  China,   or  Eaft-lndia^ 
and  callicoes  printed,  dyed,  painted,  or  ftained 
there ;    the  confequence   of    which   inftru(5lions 
were  the  feven  refolutions  of  the  faid  committee 
agreed  to  on  the  loth  of  May ;  and,   as  foon  as 
they  were  agreed  to,  the  faid  4th,  5th,  and  6th, 
refolutions  of  the  American  papers  committee  be- 
ing upon  motion    read    again,  it  was    ordered, 
that  it  be   an  inftrudlion   to  the  gentlemen  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills 
purfuant  to  the  other  refolutions  of  that  com- 
mittee, that  they  do  make  provifion  in  the  faid 
bill,  or  in  one  of  the  faid  bills,  purfuant  to  the 
refolutions  then  again  read,   and  alfo  to  the  refo- 
lutions of  the  ways  and  means  committee,  that 
day  reported  and  agreed  to.     And  on  the  14th 
4  of 


156  Parliamentary     A.  1766, 

o£  May  it  was  ordered  to  be  an  indrnclion  to  the 
fame  gentlemen,  that  they  do  make  provifion  in 
the  faid  bill,  or  in  one  of  the  laid  bills,  purfuant 
to  the  two  lail  of  the  relbliitions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means^  that  day  reported  and 
agreed  to. 

In  purfuance  of  this  order  and  thefe  inflruc- 
tions,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the 
15th  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  bill  for  opening 
and  eftablilliing  certain  ports  in  the  iflands  of  J^- 
fnaica  and  Dominica^  for  the  more  free  importation 
and  exportation  of  certain  goods  and  merchandizes ; 
which  bill  v«^as  then  read  a  firfl  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time,  as  alfo  to  be  printed. 
On  the  fame  day,  after  reading  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  Ploufe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  it  was  ordered,  that 
it  be  an  inftrudlion  to  the  faid  committee,  that 
they  confider  (ift)  of  the  proper  method  for  raifmg 
money  to  defray  the  expences  of  carrying  into 
execution,  fuch  provifions  as  may  be  made  for 
opening  certain  ports  in  the  iflands  o^  Jamaica 
and  Do}ninka^  for  the  more  free  importation  and 
exportation  of  goods  and  merchandizes,  and  for 
maintaining^  fecuring,  and  improving  fuch  ports  5 
(2dly)  of  the  duties  to  be  paid  upon  the  impor- 
tation of  goods  into  this  kingdom,  from  fuch 
ports  in  the  ifland  of  Dominica -,  and  (3dly)  of  the 
duties  to  be  paid  upon  the  importation  of  goods 
into  the  ifland  of  Dominica.  Accordingly  the 
Houfl^  then  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  comimtttee 
of  ways  and  means,  and  came  to  thofe  refoiuiions, 
■which  were  reported  and  agreed  to  on  the  i6th  of 
May. 

But  before  thefe  refolutions  were  on  that  day 
reported,  the  laft  mentioned  bill  was  read  a  fe- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  for  the  26th-,  and  as  foon  as  thefe 
refolutions  were  reported  and   agreed  to,  it  was 

ordered, 
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ordered,  that  a  bill  fhonld  be  brought  in  upon 
them,  and  that  Mr.  Pateribn,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  &c. 
fhould  bring  in  the  fame.  Preiently  after  which, 
they  were  inftru6led  to  make  provifion  in  the 
faid  bill',  for  encouraging  the  importation  of 
goods  into  this  kingdom  from  the  ifland  of  Do- 
minica^ to  be  re-exported,  On  the  2 2d  they 
were  further  inftrudted  to  make  provifion  in  the 
faid  bill,  for  fecuring  the  duties  payable  in  refpedt 
of  goods  imported  into  the  BritiJJj  colonies  in 
America^  upon  fuch  goods  as  fhoulcT  be  imported 
there  from  the  ifland  oi  Dominica -,  znd.  on  the 
fame  day  Mr.  Paterfon,  in  purfuance  of  this  or-~ 
der  and  thefe  inftrudions,  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
a  bill  for  granting  duties  to  defray  the  expences 
of  opening,  maintaining,  fecuring,  and  imiproving 
certain  ports,  in  the  iilands  oi  Jamaica  and  D^- 
minica^  for  the  more  free  importation  and  expor- 
tation of  goods  and  merchandizes  5  for  afcer- 
taining  the  duties  to  be  paid  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  goods  from  the  faid  ifland  of  Dominica 
into  this  kingdom  -,  and  for  fecuring  the  duties 
upon  goods  imported  from,  the  faid  ifland  into 
any  other  Britijh  colony  •,  •  which  bill  was  then 
read  a  firfl  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
time,  as  it  accordingly  was  the  next  day,  and 
committed  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
to  whom  the  faid  former  bill  had  been  committed. 

On  the  26th,  thefe  two  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  made  into  one,  v/hich  was  accordingly  done^ 
and  next  day  carried  to  the  Lords. 

February  26th,  there  were  feverally  prefented  Cyder-a<a 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  petitions  from  the  coun- '■^^^^^^'^* 
ties  of  Hereford^  TVorcefter^  Gloucefter^  Devon^  So- 
merfet^  Cornwall^  Monmouth^  the  city  and  county 
of  Exeter^  the  city  of  Hereford^  and  from  feveral 
of  the  boroughs  in  thofe  counties,  reprefenting 
in  genera],  that  the  petitioners   were  fubjecl  to 

many 


158  Parliamentary     A.  1766. 

many  grievances,  by  fo  much  of  two  feveral  a6^s 
paflfed  in  the  3d  and  4th  years  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  Majeily,  which  lays  an  additional 
duty  on  cyder  and  perry,  both  with  refped  to 
the  tax  itfelf,  and  to  the  mode  of  coUedting  it 
tinder  the  power  of  the  excife-laws  ;  and  praying 
relief,  by  a  repeal  of  the  faid  afts,  fo  far  as  the 
fame  relate  to  the  laying  a  duty  on  the  makers  of 
cyder  and  perry,  or  in  fuch  other  manner  as  the 
rioufe  Ihali  think  meet.  Thefe  petitions  were 
feverally  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and  then 
feveral  accounts  relating  to  the  late  additional 
tax  upon  thefe  liquors  were  ordered  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  which,  with  an  alteration  as  to 
one  of  them,  v/ere  afterwards  accordingly  pre- 
fented  •,  and  on  the  5th  of  March  there  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read,  a  petition  to  the 
fame  effed  with  the  former  from  the  borough  of 
Weohly^  in  Hereford/hire, 

Though  all  thefe  petitions  againft  the  two  late 
cyder-adts  were  at  firll  only  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  table,  yet,  on  the  7th  of  March,  as  foon  as 
the  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  the  Houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
tioufe,  to  confider  further  of  ways  and  means 
for  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
after  an  inftru6lion  had  been  ordered  to  the  faid 
committee  to  confider  of  the  laws  relating  to 
cyder  and  perry,  all  the  faid  petitions,  and  alfo 
ail  the  accounts  relating  to  cyder  and  perry,  that 
had  been  called  for  and  prefented  in  this  fefllon, 
were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  fame  •,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  committee  came  to  the 
fix  refolutions  which  were  on  the  10th  reported 
by  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe*; 
whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  a  bill  be  brought 
in  upon  the  faid  refolutions,  and  that  Mr.  Corn- 
wall, 

4       *  See  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
this  feffion,  March  lo. 
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wall,    Mr    Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Lord 
John  Cavendilh,    Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  jun. 
Mr.  Onflow,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solli- 
citor  General,   and  Mr.  Cooper,  Ihould'  prepare     / 
and  bring  in  the  fame. 

According  to  this  order,  Mr.  Cornwall  the 
next  day  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  bill  for  re- 
pealing the  duties  granted  upon  cyder  and  perry, 
by  an  ad  made  in  the  third  year  of  his  prefent 
Majefty's  reign,  and  for  granting  certain  duties 
on  cyder  and  perry  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the 
more  effectual  fecuring  the  duties  on  cyder  and 
perry  impofed  by  feveral  former  a6ls  -,  when  the 
bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecond  timie,  which  it  was  the  day  following, 
and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  for  the  next  day.  And  fo  thoroughly  had 
many  gentlemen  changed  their  fentiments  with 
regard  to  this  tax,  or  -.i  lead  with  regard  to  the 
mode  of  raifmg  it,  ;  :at  this  bill  afterwards  pafTed 
through  both  houies  in  common  courfe,  and  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent  on  the  1  ith  of  Jpril,  with- 
out meeting  with  any  confiderable  oppolition  in 
any  part  of  its  progrefs. 

Supplies  granted  for  the  year  1766. 

January  %j,  /.         s.     d. 

1.  That  16000  men  .be  em- 
ployed for  the  fea-fervice  for 
I J  65,  including  42  8  7  marines 

2.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding 
/([.per  man  per  month  be  al- 
lowed for  maintaining  them  for 
thirteen  months, including  ord- 
nance for  fea-fervice      -      -         832000     o     a 

February  15.     - — - — ^ .^i. 

I.  That  a  number  of  land- 
forces,  including  2513  invalids, 
amounting  to  17306  efFedlive 
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men,.commifIion  and  non-com- 
miflion  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  year  1 766 

2.  That,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  this  number  for 
guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his 
Majefty's  land-forces  \n  Great 
Britain^  Guernfeyy   and   Jerfey^ 

1766,  there  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty  a  fum  not  exceeding      -        605608   12     9 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  ge- 
neral and  general  ftaff  officers 

in  Great-Britain  ^ox  1766  11291,   8     6  t 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations  and  Africa^  in- 
cluding thofe  in  garrifon  SLtMi- 
fiorca  and  Gibraltar^  and  for 
provifions  for  the  forces  in 
NorthrAmerica^  Nova-Scotia, 
Newfoundland,  Gibraltar,  the 
ceded  iilands,  and  Africa,  for 

1765  -         -  -^       3921S3     6     5  i 

5.  Towards  the  fame  fervice 
out  of  the  monies,  or  favings, 
remaining  of  the  grant  by  the 
third  refolution  of  April  20th, 

in  the  preceding  feffion  2321  13   10  f 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  difference  of  pay  be- 
tween the  Britifh  and  Irifh 
eftabliffiment  of  two  corps  of 
light  dragoons,  and  of  fiX' re- 
giments of  foot,  ferving  in  the 
IJle  of  Man,  at  Gibraltar,  Mi- 
norca,   and  the  ceded   iflands, 

for  1766,        -  *       *         7993  ^^     4 

7.  For 
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7.  For  paying  the  pennons 
to  the  widows  of  reduced  land 
and  marine  officers,  married  to 
them  before  the  25th  of  Decern- 

her^  1716,  for   1706.      -      -  1614     o     o 

8.  Upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced land  and  marine  ofiicers, 

for  1766.         -         -  -  13S674     o     o 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  full  pay  to  officers  reduced, 
with  the  tenth  company  of  feve- 
ral  battalions  reduced  from  ten 
to  nine  companies,  and  who  re- 
inainedon  half  pay  at  the  24th 

of  December^   1765,  for  1766.  57  iS     ^     § 

10.  Upon  account  towards 
defraying  the  charge  of  out  pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  hofpita',   for 

1766.         -         -         -         -        109S75   16     8 

11.  For  the  charge  of  the 
office  of  ordnance  for  land  fer- 

vice,  for  1766.         .         .       -      180445   19     3 

12.  For  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  fervices  performed  by 
the  office  of  ordnance,  for  land 
fsrvice,  and   not   provided  for 

by  parliament,  in  1765.         -  35061      6     2 

J  3.  Towards  enabling  the 
truftees  of  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the 
trufl:  repofed  in  them  by  parlia- 
ment        -         -         -  -  2000     o    o 


1492788 


February  i^, 

I.  For  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy,  including  half  pay  to  fea 
^nd  marine  officers,  for  176^,      412983     6     3 

Vol,  VII.  M  2.  Towards 
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2.  Towards  the  buildings, 
rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  his 
majefty's  lliips,  docks,  building 
Ihips,  wharfs,  and  (tore  houfes, 
for  1766.         - 


March  13. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expence  of  his 
majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred  to  the  24th  of 
January  1766,  and  not  provi- 
ded for  by  parliament 

2.  Out  of  the  monies,  or  fa- 
vings,  arifing  from  the  pay  of 
the  land  forces  in  the  hands 
of  the  pay-mafter-general,  to- 
wards defraying  the  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  his  Majefty's 
land  forces,  and  other  fervices, 
incurred  to  the  24th  oijanuary^ 
1766,  and  not  provided  for  by- 
parliament.         -  -         - 

3.  For  paying  of!  and  dif- 
charging  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  the  a6b4 
Geo,  III.  chap.  25.  and  charged 
upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be  granted 
by  parliament  for  1 7  66^     -     - 

4.  For  paying  off  and  dif- 
charging  the  Exchequer  bills 
made  out,  by  virtue  of  the  adl 
pafTed  in  the  preceding  feflion, 
chap.  19.  and  charged  upon 
the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in 
this  feflion. 


/. 
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277300    o    o 


690283     6    3 


404310  16     6  I 


74777  14    o 


I 000000    o    a 
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5.  To  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  Jike  fum  paid  out  of 
the  fame,  to  make  good  the  de- 
ficiency on  the  5ch  of  July^ 
iy6§^  of  the  feveral  rates  and 
duties  upon  offices  and  pen- 
fions,  &c.  which  were  made  a 
fund  by  the  ad  31  Geo.  II. 
chap.  22.  for  paying  annuities 
at    the    Bank,      in    refped   of 

5000000   borrowed  for   1758,      455^1     7   ^^  i 

6.  To  replace  to  ditto  the 
like  fum  iiTued  thereout,  for 
paying  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  4I,  per  cent^  for  the  year 
-ended  the  26th  of    September ^ 

1765,  which  were  granted,  in 
refped:  of  certain,  navy,  victu- 
alling, and  tranfport  bills,  and 
ordnance  debentures,  delivered 
in,  and  cancelled,  purfuant  to 
the  ad  3  G^d?.  III.  chap.  9.     -     ^3934^     2     4 

7.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  ilTued  thereout,  for 
paying  the  charges  of  manage- 
ment of  the  faid  annuities,  for 
two  years  and  one  half,    due 

2^t.h  of  September  ly  6^  -         4898   14     pi. 

8.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  film  paid  out  of  the  fame 
to  make  good  the  deficiency, 
on  the  lothof  O^^^^r  1765,  of 
the  feveral  additional  duties 
upon  wines  imported,  and  cer- 
tain duties  on  all  cyder  and 
perry,  which  were  made  a  fund, 
by  ad  3.  Geo.  III.  chap.  12, 
for  paying  annuities,  in  refped 

M  z  of   ' 
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of  3  50000 1,  borrowed  for  1763       29211    iz     0 

9.  Upon  account,  tor  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  civil 
eftablifhmenc   of    Nova   Scotia 

for  1766.  -  -         -  4866     3     5 

10.  Upon  account,  of  fun- 
dry  expences  for  tUe  fervice  of 
Nova  Scotia^  in  1750,  175 1, 
1752,  1762,  1763,  not  provi- 
ded for  by  parliament  -  8ocS   12     7 

1 1.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
eftabliihrnent  of  Georgia^  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending the  fame,  from  the  24th 
oijune  1765,   to  24th  of  June 

1^66         -  -  -         -         3p86     o     o 

12.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
cftablilb'menc  of  Eafi  Florida^ 

for  the  fanie  timiC  -  -         5250     o     d 

13.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
cilablifhment  of  Wejl  Florida^ 

for  the  fame  time  -  -  5300     o     o 

14.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  expence  attending 
general  furveys  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions    in    North  America 

for  1766         -  -  -  17^4    4     o 

15.  Upon  account,  for  de- 
fraying the  charges  of  the  civil 
^ikdhW^imcntoiSenegambia^  for 

1766  -  -  -  5550     o     o 


2,532,847     8     o| 
March 
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out,  to  dilcharge from  the  29th 
of  September  1765  to  the  23th  of 
jD^ir^;;2^6T  following,  the  annuit- 
ies attending  fuch  part  of  the 
joint  (lock,  eftablidied  by  ad  3 
G^o.  III.    chap.  9.  in  refpe d  of  . 

feveral  navy,  vi6tualling,  and 
tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance 
debentures  as  were  redeemed  in 
purfuance  of  the  a6l  of  lad  iti- 
fion  chap.  23.  8708   ly     71 

2.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
cloathing  of  the  militia,  for  one 
year,  beginning  the  25th  of 
March  1-/66  -         -         -        150,000     o     o 

^158708    17     JL 
■March  24.  — 

To  be  employed  in  maintain- 
ing and  fupporting  the  Britijh 
fo.ts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa^  under  the  di- 
redion  of  thecommitteeof  mer- 
chants trading  to  y^nV^^  '  -  IjOOO  o  o 
'  March  27. 

T.  Upon  account,  to  enable 
bis  Majeily  to  difcharge  fuch 
unfatisned  claims  and  demands 
for  expences  incurred  during 
the  late  v;ar  in  Germany^  as  ap- 
pear to  be  due  by  the  reports 
of  the  commifTioners,  appoint- 
ed by  his  Majeily,  for  examining 
and  ilatinsj  fuch  claims  and  de- 
mands  .  _  _  -  106043  13  8| 
M  3  2.  Upon 
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2.  Upon  account,  to  enable 
his  Majefly  to  compleat  the 
payment  of  the  money  ftipula- 
ted  by  treaty  to  be  paid  to  the 
landgrave  of  HeJJ'e  Caffel^  in  ex- 
tinction of  ail  demands,  under 
the  title  of  reafonable  fuccour, 

or  otherwife         -         ^         „  50000     o    o 

3.  Upon  account,  towards 
enabling  the  Foundling  Hofpital 
to  maintain  and  educate  fuch 
children,  as  were  received  into 
the  lame,  on  or  before  the  25th 
o^  March  1760,  from  the  31(1 
of  Decemhr  lyb^  exclufive,  to- 
3 1 11  1766,  inclulive,  to  be  iliu- 
ed  and  paid  for  the  faid  ufe, 
v/ithout  fee   or  reward,  or  any 

deduction  whatfoever  -  32,725     O     o 

4.  And  further  for  the  faid 
life  and  to  be  iflued  in  the  lame 
manner  upon  account,  the  mo^ 
nies  remaining  uniffued  of  thofe 
granted  in  the  lad  feffion,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  faid  iiofpital,  ar 

rpQunting  to  -         ^         -         1167   10     o 

189,936     3     8i 
April  10. 

1.  Towards  paying  off  and 
difcharging     the   debt   of    the 

navy  -  -  -  i,2CO,coo     o     Q 

2.  That  one  third  part  of 
the  remaining  capital  flock  of 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4L 
per  cent  per  cinniim^  granted  in 
refped:  of  certain  navy,  vid:ual- 
ling,  and  tranfport  bills,    and 

ordnance 


A,  1766.      DEBATES.  167 

/.  s.  d. 
ordnance  debentures,  delivered 
in  and  cancelled,  piirfuant  to 
an  adlof  G^i?.  III.  chap.  9,  be 
redeemed,  and  paid  off,  on  the 
25th  of  De^^w^^r  next,  after  dif- 
charging  the  intereft  then  pay- 
able in  refpedl  of  the  fame.  '  ' 

3.  To  enable  his  Majefty  to 
redeem,  and  pay  off,  one  third 
part  of  the  capital  flock  of  the 
laid  annuities  --  870,888551 

2,070,888     5     3^ 
Jpril  14. 
To  make  good  the  deficiency 
of  the  grants  for  the  fervice  of 
1765  -  -  -  292,828     o     41 

Sum    total   of  the    fupplies 

granted  in  this  feffion     -      8,273,280  11     i| 

IVays  and  means  for   1 7  66. 

January  31. 
That  the  ufual  temporary  duties  upon  malt,  &c. 
be  continued  from  the  23d  o^  June  iy6b,  to  the 
24th  of  7?i;«^  1767,— 750,000!. 

February  21. 

1.  That  the  ufual  land  tax  of  4s.  in  the  pound 
be  continued  for  one  year,  from  the  25th  oi  March 
1766,— 2,037,824!.   15s.   iid. 

2.  That  provifion  be  made,  to  remove  all 
doubts  concerning  the  afcertaining  of  the  duties 
payable  upon  the  importation  of  linen  clothofthe 
manufadlure  of  Ruffia^  in  purfuance  ofthea6lof 
lall:  feffion  chap.  43  and  for  fupplying  an  omiffion 
in  the  faid  a6t,  by  declaring  that  all  unrated  linen 
cloth  and  diaper  of  Rujfm,   being  in  breadth  more 

M  4      -  than 
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than  tv/enty  two  inches  and  a  half,  and  not  thirty    . 
one  and  a  half  inches,  were  by  the  faidadl  intend- 
ed to  be  rated  at  4I.  for  every    120  Englijh  ells 
thereof. 

March  to. 

1.  That  the  duties  granted  upon  cyder  and  per- 
ry by  the  a6l  of  Geo.  111.  chap.  12,  fliall  from  and 
after  the  5th  of  July  next  enfuing  ceafe,  deter- 
mine, and  be  no  longer  paid. 

2.  That,  from  and  after  the  faid  5th  of  July^ 
an  additional  duty  of  6s,  per  hogfliead,  be  laid 
upon  all  cyder  and  perry,  which  fhall  be  made 
within  this  kingdom,  and  fold  by  retail,  to  be 
paid  by  the  retailer  thereof. 

3.  That,  frooiand  after  the  faid  ^^h  o^July^  an 
additional   duty  of  3I.  per   ton,  be   laid  upon-  all   ' 
cyder  and  perry,  which  (liall  beimpurted  into  this 
kingdom. 

4.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  Ath  of  Jtih\  2l 
duty  of  i6s.  Sd.  per  hogihead,  be  laid  upon  all 
cyder  and  perry,  which  iliall  be  made  within'  thrs 
kingdom,  and  fent  or  configned  to,  and  received 
by,  any  fa6tor  or  agent,  to  be  fold  or.  difpofed  of, 
the  faid  duty,  to  be  paid  by  fuch  faftor  or  agent. 

5.  That,  from  and  after  the  faid  5th  of  July^  a 
duty  of  6s.  per  hogihead,  be  laid  upon  all  cyder 
and  perry,  made  for  fale  within  this  kingdom,  by 
dealers  in,  or  retailers  of  cyder,  or  perry,  from  . 
fruit  of  their  own  growth,  to  be  paid  by  fuch  deal- 
ers and  retailers. 

6.  That  the  faid  duties  be  appropriated  unto 
fuch  ufes  and  purpofes,  as  the  duties  granted  by 
the  faid  acf,  made  in  the  third  year  of  his  prefent 
Majeily's  reign,  were  thereby  made  applicable. 

March  18.' 

That  the  fumof  i,8oo,ocol.  be  raifed  by  loans, 

or   Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firlt 

aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  feiTion  of  parlininenr, 

and  fuch  Exchequer  billsj  if  not  dlfcharged,  vyith 

inierell 
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interell  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  of  ^pril 
.1767,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  inpayment, 
in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually 
been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment. 
Jpril  21. 
i.  That  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  the  fum  of  1,500,0001.  be  raifed  in  manner 
following  :  That  is  to  fay,  the  fum  of  900,000!.  by 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3!.  per  centum,  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  of  January  h\\.  :,  and  the  fum 
of  6  o,oool.  by  a  lottery,  to  confiil  of  60,000 
ticktts,  every  blank  to  be  of  the  value  of  61.  the 
blanks  and  prizes  to  be  attended  with  the  like  3 
per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of 
Ja.uary  yoj  \  and  that  all  the  faid  annuities  be 
transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  be  paid  half 
yearly,  on  the  5th  oijuly,  and  the  ^\}ciQ{  January^ 
in  every  year,  out  of  the  finking  fund,  and  be 
added  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  joint  (lock  ot  3I. 
per  cent,  annuities,  which  were  confolidated  at  the 
Ba-nk  of  England,  by  certain  a6ls,  made  in  the 
25th  and  ^Sch  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty,  and  feveral  fubfequent  ads,  fubjed  to  re- 
demption by  parliament.  That  every  contributor 
towards  the  faid  fum  of  900,000!.  after  his  making 
the  depofit  herein  a^ter-mentioned,  fhall,  in  re- 
fped  of  every  60I.  of  his  contribution  to  fuch  fum, 
be  entitled  to  receive  four  tickets  in  the  faid  lot- 
tery, upon  payment  of  lol.  for  each  ticket;  and 
that  every  contributor,  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
906,000!.  fltail,  on  or  before  the  8th  of  yk%  next, 
make  a  depoiit ,  with  the  cafhiers  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  of  15I.  per  centum,  in  part  of  the 
monies  fo  to  be  contributed,  as  a  fecurity  for 
making  the  future  payments  to  the  faid  caflbiers, 
on  or  before  the  times  herein  after-iimitcd  ^  that 
is  to  fay, 

On 
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f  On  the  900,000). 

lol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  8th  oijune  next ; 
lol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  oijuly  next  •, 
15I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1 5th  of  Augufi  next  5 
13I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  September 
next  -,  15I  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  of  OElo- 
her  next-,  20I  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  of 
]Sov ember  next : 

And  the  monies  to  be  contributed,  in  refpect 
of  the  faid  lottery,  Ihall  be  paid  to  the  cafhiers  on 
or  before  the  times  herein  after-limited  :  that  is 
to  fay, 

On  the  Lottery  : 

25I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  June  next ; 
^^\,  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  15th  oijuly  next  ; 
40I.  pr  cent,  on  or  before  the  15  th  oi  Sept  ember  :i 

And  that  all  the  monies,  received  by  the  faid 
cailiiers,  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty*s 
Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to  time,  to 
fuch  fervices  as  fliall  then  have  been  voted,  by  this 
houfe,  in  this  feffion  of  parliament,  and  not  q- 
therwife  \  and  that  every  contributor,  who  fhall 
pay  in  the  whole  of  his  contribution,  on  account 
of  his  fhare  in  the  annuities  attending  the  faid  fum 
of  90o,oocl.  at  any  time  on,  or  before,  the  13th 
oi  O^ober  next,  oronacconnt  of  his  fliare  in  the 
faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  14th  oi  July  next, 
fhall  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by  way  ofdifcount,  af- 
ter the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per  annum,  on  the 
fum  fo  completing  his  contribution  refpe6lively, 
to  be  computed,  from  the  day  of  completing  the 
fame  to  the  15th  oi  November  next,  in  regard  of 
the  fum  paid  on  account  of  the  firfl-mentioned  an- 
nuities, and  to  the  15th  oi  September  next,  in  re- 
,  fpect  of  the  fum  paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery. 

2.  That  the  feveral  rates  and   duties,  now  pay- 
able upon  houfes,  in   Great  Britain^  do  ceafe  and 
determine  from  and  after  the  lOth  of  O^ober  1766. 
3  3-  That 


A.  1766.        DEBATE  S.  171 

3.  That  from  and  after  the  lOth  of  OBoher^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  and  upon  every  dwell- 
ing-houle,  inhabited,  which  now  is  or  hereafter 
(liall  be  ere6led,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England^  the  yearly  fum  of  three- (hillings. 

4.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  of  October y 
ij6<o^  there  fhall  be  paid,  for  and  upon  every 
dwelling  houie,  inhabited^  which  now  is  or  here- 
after Ihall  be  eredtcd,  w^ithin  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  Scollajid,  the  yearly  fum  of  one 
ihilling. 

/^.  That  the  feveral  rates  and  duties,  now  pay- 
able for  windows  or  lights,  in  Great  Britain,  do 
ceafe  and  determine  from  and  after  the  faid  loth 
oiOficher^  1766. 

6.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  oi October ^ 
lj66,  there  fnali  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  dwelling  houfe,  inhabited,  or  to 
be  inhabited,  within  the  kingdom  of  Gr^^/jSri/^^/;/, 
which -Hiail  contain  feven  windows,  or  lights,  and 
no  more,  the  yearly  fum  of  2d,  for  each  window, 
or  light,  in  fuch  houfe. 

7.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  of  O^oheTj 
1766,  there  Ihall  sbe  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  dwelling  houfe,  v/hich  fhall  con- 
tain eight  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more,  the 
yearly  fum  of  6d.  for  each  window,  or  light,  in 
fuch  houfe. 

8.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  oi05lohery 
1706,  there  Ihall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dv/clling  houfe,  which  fhall 
contain  nine  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more,  the 
yearly  fum  of  8d.  for  each  window,  or  light,  in 
fuch  houfe. 

9.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  o^05!oher^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
Jight,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  fhall 
fonrain  ten  windows,  or  lights  and  no  more,  the 

yearly 
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yearly  fum  of  lod.  for  each  window,  or  light  in 
fuch  honfe. 

10.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  ofO^oher^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  Ihall 
contain  eleven  windows  or  lights  and  no  more, 
the  yearly  fum  of  is.  for  each  window  or  light  in 
fuch  houfe. 

1 1 .  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  of  O£foher^ 
ly 66,  there  fhali  be  paid  for  every  window  or 
light,  in  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  Ihall  contain 
twelve  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly 
fum  of  IS.  2d.  for  each  window  or  ligfit   in  fuch 

.  houfe. 

12.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  ofO^oher^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  windov/,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  fhall 
contain  thirteen  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more, 
the  yearly  fum  of  is.  4d*  for  each  window  or  light 
in  fuch  houfe. 

1 3.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  i  oth  oW5foher, 
1766,,  there  fliall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  (hall 
contain  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  or  19  windows,  or 
lights,  and  no  more,  the  yearly  fum  of  is.  6d.  for 
each  window  or  light  in  fuch  houfe. 

14.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  10th  o^05foher^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
ligiit,  in  every  fuch  ci welling- houfe,  which  fhall 
contain  twenty  windows,  or  lights,  and  no  more, 
the  yearly  fum  of  is.  7d.  for  each  window  or  light 
in  fuch  houfe. 

I  5.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  of  OEioler^ 
iy66,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  v/hich  fhall 
contain  tv/enty  one  windows,  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  the  yearly  fum  of  is.  8d.  for  each  window 


or  light  in  fuch  houfe. 


16.  That 
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16.  That  from  and  after  the faid  I oth  of  O^^i^^r, 
1766,  there  fliall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  fliall 
contain  twenty -two  windows,  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  the  yearly  fum  of  is.  9d.  for  each  window 
or  light  in  fuch  houfe. 

17.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  10th  of  O^^c^^r,^ 
1766,  there  fliall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  fhall 
contain  twenty  three  windows,  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  the  yearly  fum  of  is.  lod.  for  each  window 
or  light  in  fuch  houfe. 

1 8.  That  from  and  after  the  fald  loth  oiO^foler^ 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  fhall 
contain  twenty  four  windows,  or  lights,  and  no 
more,  the  yearly  fum  of  is.  iid.  for  each  window 
or  light  in  fuch  houfe. 

19.  That  from  and  after  the  faid  loth  oi05iohery 
1766,  there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  window,  or 
light,  in  every  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  which  Ihall 
contain  twenty-five  windows,  or  lights,  or  up- 
vvards,  the  yearly  fum  of  2S.  for  each  window  or 
light  in  fuch  houfe. 

20.  That  out  of  the  faid  rates  and  duties  there 
be  fet  apart  and  applied  to  the  general  or  aggregate 
fund,  the  yearly  fum  of  91,4851.  6d.  three  far- 
things, in  lieu  of  the  like  fum,  which,  by  an  adt 
made  in  the  20th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jefty,  was  directed  to  be  fet  apart  and  applied  to 
the  faid  fund,  out  of  the  faid  rates  and  duties  upon 
houfes,  and  windows  or  lights  thereby  granted. 

21.  That  there  be  aifo  fet  apart  out  of  the  faid 
rates  and  duties,  the  yearly  fum  of  93,2171.  los. 
id.  and  one  fixth  part  of  a  penny,  which  appears 
to  have  been  the  annual  produce,  upon  a  medium 
of  fix  years  laft  pad,  of  certain' rates  and  duties 
upon  houfes,  and  windows  or  lights,  granted  by 
an  ad  made  in  the  31ft  year  of  his  faid  lane  Ma- 

jelly's 
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jefty^s  reign  •,  and  that  fuch  yearly  fum  be  applied 
towards  payment  of  the  annuities,  eftablifhed  by 
the  laid  ad. 

22.  That  the  refidue  of  the  produce  of  the  faid 
rates  and  duties  be  carried  to  the  finking  fund,  in 
lieu  of  fuch  part  of  the  faid  duties  fo  to  ceafe  and 
determine,  as  were  applicable  to  fuch  fund,  and 
alfo,  fDr  making  good  to  the  fame,  the  payments 
to  be  made  thereout,  of  the  annuities  attending  the 
fum  of  1,500,0001. 

23.  That  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  there  be  ilTued  and  applied,  the  fum 
of  2,15000!.  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen, 
and  (hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furplus  monies ;  and 
other  revenues  compofing  the  fund,  commonly 
called  the  Sinking  fund. 

Jpril  2^, 

1.  That  the  fum  of  80000I.  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was  granted  to 
his  Majefty  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  upon 
account  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay  and 
cloathing  of  the  militia  for  one  year,  beginning 
the  25th  of  March^  ^I'^^S-*  be  ilTued  and  applied 
towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  in  this  feffion, 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  181, oool.  of  the 
monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  a  convention  betv/een 
his  Majefty  and  the  French  King,  concluded  and 
fignedat  London^  the  27th  q{  February^  ^7^5^  for 
the  maintainance  of  the  late  French  prifoners  of 
war,   be  applied  to  ditto. 

3.  That  fuch  of  the  monies,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  and  as  ftiall  be  paid  into  the  faid  re- 
ceipt on  or  before  the  5th  of  Jpril^  ^7^7)  of  the 
produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  an  ad:  made  in 
the  laft  feffion  of  parliament,  upon  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  gum  fenega  and  gum  Arabick, 
be  applied  to  ditto, 

4.  That 
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4.  Thatafum,  not  exceeding  60000I.  offuch 
monies  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer, 
for  the  difpofition  of  Parliament,  and  as  fhali  be 
paid  into  the  faid  receipt  on  or  before  the  5th  of 
Aprils  1767,  of  the  duties  granted  or  continued, 
by  an  acl  made  in  the  4th  year  of  his  Majefty's 
reign,  as  were  thereby  relerved  to  be  difpofed  of 
by  parliament,  towards  defraying  the  neceffary 
cxpences,  of  defending,  proceding,  and  fecuring 
the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America^  be 
applied  to  ditto  for  maintaining  his  Majefty's 
forces  ^nd  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  forces  in  North  Araerica^  Nova- 
Scotia^  Newfoundland  and  the  ceded  iflands,  for 
the  year  1766. 

5.  That  provifion  be  made,  for  declaring  that 
the  additional  duties  granted  by  an  adt  made  in 
the  3d  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  upon 
wines  imported,  were  by  the  faid  a6l,  intended, 
and  ought,  to  be  paid  without  anydifcount  or  de-. 
dudion  inwards,  or  drawback  on  re-exportation. 
May  5. 

1.  For  continuing  the  19th  claufe  of  a6b  9  and 
10  tVilL  III.  chap.  26,  and  the  provifo  in  the  5th 
claufe  of  thea6l  12  Anne^  ftat.  i.  chap,  18. 

2.  For  continuing  the  firft  twenty-four  claufes 
of  the  ad  8  Geo.  I.  chap.  15. 

3.  For  continuing  the  act,  2  Geo.  IL  chap.  35, 
as  amended  by  the  a6l  25  Geo,  II.  chap.  35. 

4.  For  continuing  the  ad  5  Geo.  II.  chap.  24  % 
except  fuch  part  thereof  as  relates  to  the  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  foreign  colieelnto  and  from 
the  Britijh  colonies  in  America. 

5.  For  continuing  the  ad  19  G^^.  II.  chap.  27, 

6.  That  liberty  be  granted  to  export  coals  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  iflands  of  Guernfey.,  Jerfey^  and 
Alderney,  annually,  free  of  the  duty  laid  upon  all 
coals  exported,  by  the  ad  of  laft  feffionchap.  35. 
viz.  to  Quernfey  any  quantity  of  coals  not  exceed- 
ing 
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ing  1000  chaldrons,  Newcajlle  meafure,  from  the 
port  o^  Newcaftlc^  and  150  fuch  chaldrons  from 
Szvanfey,  to  Jerfey  350  from  Newcaftle^  and  150 
from  Swanfey-y  and  lo  Alderney  no  from  New- 
cajile^  and  10  from  Swanfey. 
May  8. 

1.  That  provifion  be  made  for  declaring,  that 
the  power  granted  by  the  aft,  2  Geo.  Hi.  chap.  5. 
to  remove  fpirits  made  for  exportatibn  to  ware- 
houfes  for  home  confumption,  fliould  extend  to 
fuch  fpirits  only,  as  are  made  from  corn,  malt,  or 

-  nitlailes. 

2.  That  from  and  after  the  firft  of  Auguft^ 
1766,  there  be  paid  to  his  Majefty,  upon  every 
pound  weight  averdupois  of  Italian  wrought  fiiks, 
called  crapes  or  financies,  imported,  a  duty  of 
17s,  6d.  to  be  paid  by  the  importer,  over  and  a- 
bove  all  duties  now  payable  thereon  ;  and  that  the 
produce  of  the  faid  duty  be  carried  to  the  fmking 
fund. 

3.  That  a  quantity  not  exceeding  thirty  tons 
weight,  in  any  one  year,  of  gum  fenega  and  Ara- 
bic, be  allowed  to  be  exported,  free  of  duty,  under 

/  proper  regulations  and  reflrictions,  to  Ireland^  for 
the  ufe  of  the  manufactures  there. 

4.  That  authority  be  given  to  permjt,  under 
proper  limitations  and  reltriclions,  the  importa- 
tion into  this  kingdom,  from  the  IJle  of  Man^  of 
fuch  bugles  as  were  brought  into  the  laid  ifle  be- 
fore, the  iirft  of  March^  1 765,  on  payment  of  one 
half  of  the  old  fubfidy  only. 

May  10, 
I.  That  all  the  duties  now  payable  on  the  im- 
portation of  cotton  wool  into  this  kingdom  do 
ceafe  and  determine.  2.  That  a  duty  of  3s.  per 
piece  be  laid  upon  all  fuch  foreign  linen  cloth, 
called  cambrick,  and  upon  French  lawns,  which 
fhall  be  exported  into  this  kingdom  to  the  Britijh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America.     3,  That  the 

duties 
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duties  impofed  by  an  ad  made  in  the  lad  felTion 
of  parliament,  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom,  of  wrought  filks,  Bengals^  and  fluffs 
mixed  with  filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufadure  of 
Perjia,  Chi'na^  or  Eaft-India^  and  callicoes,  print- 
ed, dyed,  painted,  orflained  there,  do  ceafe  and 
determine.  (4.)  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  on  all  fuch  wrought  filks.  Bengals^  and  fluffs 
mixed  v/ith  filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufadlure  of 
Perfia^  China^  or  Eafi-India^  and  callicoes,  print- 
ed, dyed,  painted,  orflained  there,  as  fhall  have 
been  publickly  fold  in  this  kingdom,  on  or  before 
a  certain  day,  to  be  limited,  a  fubfidy  of  pound- 
age after  the  rate  of  is.  for  every  20s.  of  the  value 
of  fuch  goods,  according  to  the  grofs  price  at 
which  the  fame  were  originally  fold,  at  the  public 
fales  thereof,  fuch  fubfidy  to  be  paid  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  faid  goods.  (5.)  That  there  be 
granted  to  hisMajefty  a  like  fubfidy  upon  all  fuch 
wrought  filks,  ^  Bengals^  fluffs,  and  callicoes,  as 
fhall  be  publickly  fold,  on  or  after  fuch  day  to  be 
limited,  the  faid  fubfidy  to  be  pafd  by  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  for  fuch  of  the  faid  goods  as  fhall 
be  fold  at  their  public  fales,  and  by  the  buyer  of 
the  faid  goods,  at  any  other  public  iale.  (6.)  That 
thernonies  arifing  by  the  faid  fubfidies,  be  appro- 
priated in  like  manner  as  the  duties  granted  by  i\\q 
faid  ad  were  thereby  appropriated,  (7.)  That  all 
fugars  which  fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
from  any  Briti/h  colony  or  plantation,  on  the  con- 
tinent of  America.,  be  made  fubjed  to  the  like  duties 
as  are  now  payable  upon  the  importation  oi French 
fugars. 

May  14. 
I.  That  for  every  gallon  of  fmgle  brandy  fpirits 
or  aqua  viu^  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  be- 
yond the  leas,  not  being  the  produce  of  the  Britijh 
colonies  and  plantations,  there  be  paid  by  the  im~ 
Vol.  VII.  N  porter. 
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porter,  before  landing,  an  additional  duty  of  6d. 
2.  That  for  every  gallon  of  brandy  fpirits,  or 
aqua  vita^,  above  proof,  comn:ionly  called  double 
brandy,  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  beyond 
the  feas,  not  being  the  produce  of  the  faid  co- 
lonies and  plantations,  there  be  paid  by  the  im- 
porter, before  landing,  an  additional  duty  of  IS. 

3.  That  the  faid  duties  be  applied  to  the  fame 
ufes,  as  the  duties  laid  on  brandy  fpirits  and  aqua 
vit^by  the  ad  33  Geo,  IL  chap.  9.  are  now  ap- 
plicable. 

4.  That  for  encouraging  the  exportation  of 
hempen  cordage  manufadlured  in  Great  Britain^ 
from  hemp  imported  from  foreign  parts,  and  alfo 
from  hemp  of  the  growth  of  Great  BritaiUy  there 
be  allowed  upon  the  exportation  thereof,  a  bounty 
of  28.  4^.1  for  every  hundred  weight  of  fuch 
cordage  fo  exported ;  the  faid  bounty  to  be  paid 
iiponthe  exportation,  out  of  the  net  duties  which 
have  been,  or  Ihall  be,  paid  upon  the  importation 
of  all  foreign  hemp  into  this  kingdom. 

5.  That  for  encouraging  the  exportation  of 
hempen  cordage  manufadured  in  Great  Britain^ 
the  drawback  of  2s.  lod.  l  now  payable  on  all 
foreip-n  hemp  exported  from  Great  Britain  to 
foreipn  parts,  do  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  no 
longer  paid. 

6.  That  fuch  part  of  the  duties  laid  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  thishoufe,  of  the  loth  inftant  upon  fu- 
gars  imported  into  this  kingdom,  from  any  Bri- 
tiJhcolQuyov  plantation  on  the  continent  oi America^ 
as  fliall  arife  over  and  above  the  duties  now  pay- 
able upon  fugars  fo  imported,  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  and  referved   for  the 

.,difpofition  of  parliament. 

7.  That  the  duty  of  3s.  laid  by  a  refolution  of 
this  houfe,  of  the   faid  day  upon   every  piece  of 

cambrick 
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cambrick  and  French  lawns,  exported  from   this 
kingdom  to  the  Britijh  colonies  and  plantations  in 
America^  be  alfo  paid  into  the  faid  receipt,  and  re- 
ferved  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament. 
May  16. 
I.  That  a  duty  of  il.  los.  ilerling  be  paid  for 
every  negro,  which  ihall  be  exported   in  forejcrn 
vefTels  from    the  ifland  of  Jaynalca,     2.  That  a 
duty  of  il.  I  OS.   ilerling  be  paid  for  every   negro 
which  Ihall  be  imported  into  theiiland  oi  'Daminka, 
3.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  ilerling,   be  paid  for  every 
barrel  of  beef  and  pork,  which  Ihall  be  imported 
into  the  faid  ifland  oi'Dgmmca,     4.  That  a  duty 
of  6d.  fterling,  be  paid  for  every  firkin  of  butter, 
which  (hall  be  imported  into  the  faid  ifland.     5. 
That  a  duty  of  6d.  fl:erling,  br  paid  for  every  hun- 
dred weight  avoirdupois' of  fu gar,'  which  fhall  be 
imported  into  the  faid  ifland.     6.  That  a  duty  of 
2S.   fterling,  be  paid  for  every   hundred  weight 
avoirdupois  of  cocoa,  which  fliall  be  imported  in- 
to the  faid  ifland.     7.  That  a  duty  of  6d.  fterling, 
be  paid  for  every   hundred  gallons  of  melafles, 
which  fliall  be  imported  into  the  faid  ifland.     8. 
That  a  duty  of  6d.  fterling,  be  paid  for  every  hun- 
dred weight  avoirdupois  of  coffee,   which  fliall  be 
imported  into  the  faid  ifland.     9.  That  the  faid  du- 
ties fliall  be  applied  in  defraying  the   expence  of 
carrying  into  execution  fuch  diredlions  and  regu- 
lations, as  may  be  given  and  made  by  any   ad  in 
this  feflion  of  parliamerjt,  for  opening  and  eftab- 
lifliing  any  ports  in  the  faid  ifland,  for  the  more 
free  importation  and  exportation  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandize, and  for  maintaining,  fecuring,   and  im- 
proving,  fuch  ports.     10.  That  no  other  duties 
be  paid  upon  the  importation  of  any  foreign  Ame- 
rican ^qq^^^^  in  any  fuch  port  in  the  ifland  of  Z)^- 
7ninica,     11.  That  all  goods  of  American  produce, 
which  fliall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom,  from 
N  2  fuch 
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fuch  ports  as  may  be  lb  opened,  in  tlie  faid  ifland 
of  Dominica^  be  deemed  foreign,  and  be  made 
fubjed:  to  the  fame  duties  refpedlively,  as  are  now 
payable  upon  the  importation  of  the  like  goods, 
of  the  produce  of  the  French  plantations  in  America^ 
except  only  certain  quantities  of  fugars,  coffee, 
cocoa,  piemento,  and  giAger,  the  amount  of  the 
importation  whereof  fhall  be  limited,  under  pro- 
per regulations  and  reftridions,  in  refpedl  of  the 
produce  of  the  faid  goods,  within  the  faid  ifland. 
12.  That  the  faid  duties  be  appropriated  to  fuch 
ufes,  as  the  duties  upon  fuch  foreign  goods  are 
now  applicable  unto. 

Theie  are  all  the  refolutions  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  which,  in  this  fefTion,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  but  as  the  fums  to  be 
railed  by  many  of  them  cannot  be  known,  I  fhall 
therefore  add  a  lift  of  thofe  that  may,  as  follows  ; 

By  the  refolutions  of  January 
31         -         -         -  -  750000     o     o 

February  21  -  2037824  15   11 
-         -         -        March  18     -      1800000     o     o 

By  the  ifland  23d  relolution 
o^ April  21         -         -         -       3650000     o     G 

By  the  ifl,  2d  and  4th  refo- 
Kitions  of  y^/T/V  29         -      -         321000     o     o 

Sum  total  of  the  ways   and 
•    means  provided  by  this  fefTion      8558824  15  11 

Excefs  of  the  provifions      -  *  285544     4     91, 

January 

•  upon  orre  of  the  days  of  account,  a  circumftance  happened, 
rather  fingiilar  than  Important,  which  deferves  to  be  noted. 

Mr.  Dowdelwell,  as  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  having 
ilated  (oine  puhjic  accounts.  Debtor  and  Creditor  j  Mr.  Nichol- 
fon Calvert,  flood  up,  and,  with  infinite  humour,  faid,  "  he  to© 
would  flate  Ibme  public  accounts.  When  the  gentlemen,  npw 
in  office  were  in  oppofition,  they  engaged  to  perform  feveral 
things  whenever  they  came  into  power.  Let  us  turn  to  the  ac- 
count (puliing  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket)  here  it  is. 

«  DfiBTOR 
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January  15th,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
would  on  the  i7threrolve  itlelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houle,  coconfider  of  the  price  of  corn, 
on  which  day  there  wasprelented  to  the  houfe  and 
read,  a  petition  of  the  court  of  mayor  and  aider- 
men  of  the  city  o^ London:  this  petition  fays  that 
the  petitioners  thought  it  a  duty  they  owed  to  the 
pubiick,  in  the  exercife  of  this  great  truft,  hum- 
bly to  reprefent  to  the  houfe,  that  by  fuch  returns 
made  upon  oath  as  aforefaid,  it  appeared  to  them, 
that  the  price  of  wheat  fit  for  bread,  had  been  for 
three  months  pad,  from  39^.  to  423. /)^r quarter; 
and  that  the  petitioners  had  obferved,  that  not- 
wichftanding  thefe  high  prices,  a  large  quantity  of 
wheat  and  wheat  Hour  had,  within  the  aforefaid 
time,  been  exported  from  London  \  and  that  it  be- 
ing evident,  that  the  old  (lock  of  v^heat  was  nearly 
cxhauftcd  when  the  new  wheat  came  to  market, 
and  there  being  reafon  to  believe  that  the  con- 
fumption  of  the  new  v/heat  would  be  increafed,  in 
fome  parts  of  this  kingdom  by  the  almofl  general 
failure  of  the  laft  crop  of  barley,  the  petitioners 
begged  leave  to  exprefs  their  fears,  that,  if  the 
exportation  fhould  continue,  this  nation  might  be 
fo  drained  of  corn,  as  to  be  again  reduced,  as  in 
the  laft  fummer,  to  the  neceiTityof  having  foreign 
fupplies  ;  or,  at  Icaft,   that  the  price  of  bread  corn 
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**  Debtor  an 

General  warrants,  to  condemn 
Seizure  of  papers,     ditro 
Canada    bills,    to  procure   the 

payment  of 
Manilla  ranfom,     ditto. 
Cyder  tax  tor  repeal 


Mr.  Pitt,  never  toforfake 


The  kft  minifters,  to  impeach 


0  Creditor. 

not  done 
ditto 

not  paid 

ditto 
done  in  part  5    but  balanced 
by  a  inoft  black  and  impotent 
attempt  on  the  militia. 
Mr.  Pitt  is  ktrpt  out  by  his  beft 
friends  ;  and  advifed  to  It^y 
in  the  country  for  the   good 
of  his  health. 
The   lalt    miniltry    all  meiry» 
and  in  no  d-ang«r." 


N 
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would  greatly  advance,  to  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  manufactures  of  this 
city,  and  the  kingdom  in  general;  and  that  the 
petitioners  apprehend  that  the  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  wheat,  and  oiher  grain  and  flour,  for 
a  time,  might  be  a  means  of  preventing  this  evil ; 
and  therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  pre- 
mifes  into  confideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  relief 
therein,  as  to  the  houfe  lliould  feem  meet. 

Other  petitions  of  the  like  import  came  from 
Shefieldy    Norwich^   and  Scotland. 

Oil  the  20th  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid 
committee,whoferefolutions5  being  the  next  day  re- 
ported by  SAvJoJephMawbey^  their  chairman,  were 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  were  asfoUoweth  :  r(l. 
That  the  exportation  of  corn  and  grain,  malt, 
mea],  flour,  bread,  bifcuir,  and  ftarch,  be  pro- 
hibited for  a  limited  time.  2d.  That  the  import- 
ation of  corn  and  grain  from  his  Majefty's  colonies 
in  America^  into  this  kingdom,  be  allowed  duty 
ixz^.,  for  a  litjited  time.  Upon  this  it  was  ordered, 
that  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in  purfuant  to 
thefe  refolutions.  And  a  refolutio.n  was  afterv/ards 
'  agreed  to,  that  liberty  be  given  to  import  oats 
for  a  limited  time,  duty  free.  Upon  thefe  refo- 
lutions bills  v/ere  brought  in,  and  pafied. 

Leave  was  alfo  given,  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
force the  laws  againtl  foreftallers  of  cattle  and  pro- 
vifions.  The  bill  was  brought  in  by  Sir  George 
Tonge^  Bart,  and  read,  but  there  were  no  further 
proceedmgs  upon  it.  ^ 

Another  bill  was  brought  in  which  met  with 
the  fame  fate,  relative  to  the  great  queftion  of 
General  general  Warrants.  On  the  2 2d  of  y^n7,  the  houfe 
cojdemn'd.  was  movcd  that  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe  of 
the  14th  of  February,  1764,  in  relation  to  the 
quellion  propofed,  that  a  general  warrant  for  ap- 
prehending and  feizing  the  authors,  printers,  and 
publiihers,  of  a  feditious  libel,  together  with  their 

papers, 
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papers,  is  not  warranted  by  law ;  and  alfo  in  re- 
lation to  the  difcharge  of  the  complaint  againft 
Robert  Wood,  Efqi  Philip  Carteret  Webb,  hfq; 
members  of  this  houfe,  John  Money,  Robert 
Black  more,  and  James  Watfon,  for  a  breach  of 
privilege  of.  this  houfe,  might  be  read,  and  the 
lame  being  read  accordingly,  it  v/as  then  moved, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  the  17th  of 
the  fame  month,  when  the  houfe  refumed  the  de- 
bate upon  the  firft  part  of  the  preceding  motion, 
might  be  read  ;  and  the  fame  being  read  accord- 
ingly, a  motion  was  made  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  houfe  on  the  29th  of  7^?z^/^ry,  1765,  in  re- 
lation to  the  queftion  then  propofed,  that  a  general 
warrant  for  apprehending  authors,  printers,  and 
publifhers,  of  a  libel,  together  with  their  papers, 
is  not  warranted  by  law,  and  is  an  high  violation 
of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje61:  might  be  read,  and  the 
fame  being  read  accordingly,  a  motion  was  made, 
and  the  queftion  propofed-,  that  a  general  warrant 
to  apprehend  the  author,  printer,  or  publillier,  of 
a  libel  is  illegal;  and  if  executed  on  the  perfon  of 
a  member  of  this  houfe,  is  alio  a  breach  of  the  prir 
vilege  of  this  houfe.  Upon  this  quedion,  after  a 
long  debate,  the  previous  queftion  was  at  laft  put, 
which  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  main 
queftion  was  then  put,  and  likewife  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  and  accordingly  refolved -,  after  which 
the  following  refoiution  viras  moved  for,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  agreed  to,  viz.  That  the  feizing  or 
taking  away  the  papers  of  the  author,  printer,  or 
publifher,  of  alibel,  or  the  fuppofed  author,  prin- 
ter, or  publidier,  of  a  libel,  is  illegal,  and  that 
fuch  feizing,  or  taking  away  the  papers  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  houfe,  is  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of 
this  houfe. 

On  the  25th,  thefe  refolutions  being  again  read, 
an  amendment  was  propofed,  and  in  the  fame 
inanner  agreed  to^  whereupon  the  refoiution  then 

N  4     .  ftood 
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flood  as  follows,  viz.  That  a  general  warrant  for 
feizing  and  apprehending  any  perfon  or  perfons 
being  illegal,  except  in  cafes  provided  for  by  adb 
of  parliament,  is,  if  executed  upon  a  member  of 
this  houfe,  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  houfe. 
And  on  the  2Qth,  it  was  m.oved  and  ordered,  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  iifu- 
ing  of  any  warrant,  for  feizing  papers,  except,  in 
the  cales  of  treafon  or  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  under  certain  regulations  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Grenville^  Mr.  Wedderlurn^  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls, 
and  Mr.  P/7/,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  lame. 
Then  after  having  had  the  refolution  of  the  25th 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  to  declare  all  general  warrants,  for  feizing 
and  apprehending  any  perfon  or  perfons,  to  be 
illegal,  except  in  cafes  provided  for  by  adl  of  par- 
liament, agreeably  to  the  faid  refolution  -,  but  up- 
on the  queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative. 

In  purfuance  of  the  faid  order  of  the  29th,  Mr. 
GrcnviUe^  on  the  2d  of  May\  prefented  the  bill  to 
the  houfe,  when  it  v/as  received,  and,  upon  his 
motion,  being  then  near  four  o'clock,  it  was  read 
a  fird  time,  and  ordered  >to  be  read  a  fecond  time, 
and  to  be  printed.  On  the  6th  it  was  read  a  fe- 
cond time,  and  committed  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  for  the  9th,  on  which  day,  after  read- 
ing the  order  of  the  day,  a  motion  was  made  for 
refolving,  that  the  houfe  would,  on  that  day  two 
months,  relblve  itfeif  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  upon  the  faid  bill;  but,  upon  the 
queftion's  being  our,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive :  whereupon  Mr.  Bacon  was  ordered  to  take 
the  chair  of  the  faid  committee,  into  which  the 
houfe  then  refolved  itfclf,  as  it  did  again  on  the 
12  th-,  \^\\tn'WiT.  Bacon  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  gone  through  the  bill,  and 
iTiade  feveral  amendments  thereunto,  which  they 

had 
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had  direded  him  to  report,  when  the  houfe  would 
p'leafe  to  receive  the  fame  •,  and  the  report  being 
ordered  to  be  received  the  next  morning,  the  a- 
mendments  were  then  all  agreed  to,  one  of  which 
was  almoft  a  total  alteration  of  the  title ;  for  the 
biirwas  now  intitled,  A  bill  to  prevent  the  incon- 
veniencies  and  dangers  to  the  fubj eft  from  Search- 
ing for  and  feizing  papers,  by  edablilliing  proper 
regulations,  in  fuch  cafes  where  fearching  for  and 
feizing  papers  is  juftifiable  by  law.  This  being 
now  the  title,  the  bill,  with  the  amendments,  was 
then  ordered  to  be  engroffed  ;  and  on  the  14th  it 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafTed,  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  lords  -,  where  it  mifcarried^ 

When  the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  this  bill 
was  firft  made,  feme  of  thofe  who  fupported  the 
motion  had  an  intention  to  have  prohibited,  by 
exprefs  ftatute,  the  iifuing  of  a  general  fearch  war- 
rant in  any  cafe  whatfoever,    but  upon  more  ma- 
ture confiderarion  it  was  probably  thought,  that 
fuch  a  ftatute  would  give  encouragement  and  pro- 
ted  ion  to  feveral  forts  of  real  and  dangerous  crimes, 
and  a  new  ftatute  to  prohibit  the  iffuing  of  a  gene- 
ral warrant  by  a  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  be  executed 
by  his  melTengers,  againfl   the  authors,  printers, 
and  publifners  of  what  he  was  pleafed  to  call  a  fe- 
ditious  libel,   there  was  no  occafion  for,  becaufe 
the  iffuing  of  fuch  a  warrant  was  then  allowed  to 
be  illegal,  and  had  then  lately  been  not  only  de- 
clared to  be  fo,    but  feverely  punifhed   by  our 
courts  of  common  law.     It  may  in  general  befaid, 
that  no  general  fearch  warrant  can  legally  be  grant- 
ed,  unlefs  fome  fad  has  been  committed,   which 
is  already  declared  by  law  to  be  criminal,  or  an  in- 
formation upon  oath  of  a  well-grounded  fufpicion 
that  fuch  a  fad  has  been,  or  is  to  be  committed ; 
but  the  writing,  printing,  or  publiHiing  a  book, 
pamphlet,  or  paper,  is  not  furely  a  fad  as  yet  by 
our  la-vV  declared  to  be  criminal :  It  is  its  contents 

that 
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that  renders  the  writing  of  it  criminal ;  and  as  the 
printer  may  print  it,  and  the  bookfeller  may  pub- 
lilh  it,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  its  contents  % 
therefore  none  of  them  can  as  fuch  be  with  jultice 
punillied  for  printing  or  publifhing  it  in  the  way 
of  their  trade,  before  it  was  declared  to  be  cri- 
minal by  due  courfe  of  law,  unlefs  it  can  be  proved 
that  they  knew  of  its  being  fo,  and  had  due  no- 
tice thereof  before  it  was  by  them  printed  ,  and 
publifhed. 

A  LIST  of  the  ACT  S  paffed  ibis  SESS101<^. 

AN  A6i:,  ^0  prohibit  the  exportation  of  corn^  &c. 
An  ad,  To  allow  the  free  importation  of  oats. 

An  ad,  'To  continue  the  free  importation  of  Ivx^pro- 
vtf^ons. 

An  a6t,  To  make   a   navigable    canal  from  Little 
Gwendraeth  river  Caermarthenfhire. 

An  adc.  To  repair  the  roads  from  Tunbridge  in 
Kent. 

An  ad,  To  inclofe  Doddington  common^  in  Nor- 
thamptonfhire.     Andother  private  hills. 

An  ad,.  To  raife  1,8  00,000! .  by  loans  on  Exchequer ^ 
hills^  &c. 

An  ad,  For  repealing  the  duties  on  cyder ^  and  grant- 
ing other  duties  in  lieu. 

An  ad,  For  building  a  new  bridge  from  Chelfea  to 
Batterfea. 

An  ad.  For  the  improvement  of  tillage. 

An  ad.  For  prohibiting  foreign  mitts  and  gloves. 

An  ad.  For  fupporting  the  parifh  church  ^/Folk» 
ilone  in  Kent,  &c. 

An  ad.  For  better  regulating  the  poor  of  St,  Botolph 
Aldgate. 

An  ad.  For  continuing  the  duty  of  one  farthing  per 
chaldron  on  coals ^  for  repairing  the  piers  and  har- 
bour of  Whitby. 

An 
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An  adl,  For  punijhing  mutiny    and  defertion  in  thi 

Axnftnczn  colonies. 
An.  ad,  For  encouraging  the  leather  manufa^fory. 
An  aft,  For  the  improvement  of  tillage. 
An  ad.  For  better  regulating  and  employing  the  poor 

of  Richmond  in  Surry. 
An  a6t,  For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river 

Stort. 
An  ad,  For  pavings  lightings  ckanfing^  and  adorn* 

ing  Berkley-fquare. 
An. ad,  For  taking  down  certain  houfes  adjoining  to 

the  Bank. 
An  ad.  For  better  regulating  and  employing  the  poor 

^/^S/.  Mary,  Whitechapel.  " 
An  ad.  For  redeeming  certain  annuities  refpe5fing  the 

navy.,  vi^ualling  and  tranfport  bills. 
An  ad.  For  employing  the  fiim  granted  for  the  milk 

tia  to  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 
An  ad,  For  making  the  river  Soar  navigable. 
An  ad.  For  making  a  navigable  cut  from  Wildea 

Ferry  to  the  river  Mcrfey. 
An  ad.  For  making  a  navigable  cut  from  the  Severn, 

to  communicate  with  a  canal  intended  to  be  made  be^ 

tween  the  rivers  Trent  and  Merfey. 
An  ad.  For  better  pavings   lightings  and  cleanftng 

the  city  ^/  Lo n  do  n . 
An  3d,  For  opening  certain  new  ways  and  fire  ets  in 
.  the  city  of  "London. 
An  ad,  For  paving  Soinhwa.Tk, 
An  ad.  To  eftablifh  a  prop  of al  made  by  Wm.  Con- 

ftable,  Efq-,  to  the  governors  of  the  charity  for  poor 

widows  and  children^  in  relation  to  a  piece  of  land^ 

called  Cherry-Cubb  Sand  in  Yorkfhire. 
An  ad.  For  the  prefervation  of  fifJo  in  ponds ^  and, 

conies  in  warrens.,  /;/  L i  n  co  1  n  (h  i re . 
An  ad,  To  regulate  loading  fhips  with  coals  in  the 

ports  of  Sunderland  and  Newcaftle. 
An  ad,  To  prohibit    the    importation   of  foreign 

wrought  fJks  and  velvets  for  a  limited  time, 

4  An 
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An  3(51,  To  prevent  the  fraudulent  making  of  frame- 
V)ork  knitted fiockmgs. 

An  adl,  For  regulating  apprentices  md journeymen. 

An  ad,  -For  repealing  the  Amtncznftamp  a^. 

An  aft.  For  fecuring  the  dependence  of  America  on 
Great  Britain. 

An  ad.  For  preferving  timber  trees. 

An  ad,  For  eftablifhing  free  ports  in  //^^  Wefl-Indies. 

An  ad,  For  prohibiting  the  importation  of  IrlOi  Cat-. 
tie. 

An  ad,  i^^r  granting  his  Majejiy  a  certain  fum  out 
of  the  finking  fund. 

An  ad,  For  raiftng  i, 500,000!,  ly  annuities  and 
lottery. 

An  ad.  For  extending  the  duties  on  houfes^  windswSy 
&c. 

An  ad,  For  eftablifhing  four  free  ports  in  the  Weft- 
India  Iflands. 

An  ad,  For  repealing  certain  duties  on  goods  in  the 
colonies^  and  alfo  on  EaU-lndi^  goods  exported  from 
Great  Britain,  and  for  granting  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

An  ad,  For  laying  additional  duties  onfpirits. 

An  ad.  For  indemnifying  perfons  fcr  ufing  unflamped 
paper  in  the  American  colonies. 

An  ad,  For  amending  an  a 51  relating  to.  wines  im- 
ported^ and  for  fecuring  the  ft  amp- duties  for  copies 
of  court-rolls^  Sec. 

An  ad.  For  laying  an  additional  duty  on  the  import- 
ation offilk^  crapeSy  and  taffaties^  and  for  allow^ 
ing  the  cDcportaiicn  of  gums  to  Ireland. 

An  ad.  For  waking  the  mrr  Chelmer  navigable' 
from  Maiden  to  Chelmsford. 

An  ad,  For  allowing  the  exportation  of  fait  /rem 
Europe  to  Quebec. 

An  ad.  For  amending  the' a5f  for  regulating  build- 
ings,, and  preventing  fires. 

An  ad.  For  explaining  the  aM  to  prevent  frauds  in 
the  admcafunment  oj  coals. 
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An  ad,  For  regulating  the  poor^  cUanfing  and  light- 
ing  the  ftreets^  &c.  of  St.  AndrewV  Holborn, 
above  the  Bars. 

On  the  6th  o^Jttns,  1766,  the  King  put  an  end 
to  this  fefTion  with  the  following  fpeech : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  It  is  with  the  utmoft  fatjsfadion,  that  I  have 

*  obferved  the  wifdom  and  moderation  which  have 

*  uniformly  guided  you  through  the  many  im- 
'  portant  deliberations,  in  which  you  have  been 
'  engaged   during  the  courfe  of  this  long  and   in- 

*  terefting  felfjon  of  parliament.     I  perfuade  my- 

*  felf,  that  the  moft  faiutary  effedls  muft  be  the 
'  natural  refult  of  deliberations  conduded  upon 
'  fuch  principles. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonly 

*  I  thank  you  for  the  fupplies  which  you  hav6 

*  fo  chearfully  given  for  the  feveral  eilablifhments^ 

*  and  for  the  fupport  of  public  credit :  And  you 
'  may  reft  afTured,  that  noosconomy  will  be  want- 

*  ing  to  render  them  effedlual  for  the  purpofes  for 
'  which  they  were  granted. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  prefent  general  difpofition  of  all  the  pow- 

*  ers  of  Europe  feems  to  indicate  a  continuance  of 
'  peace :  And  it  is  my  earneft  defire  to  preferve  the 

*  general  tranquillity,  by  fulfilling  on  my  part,  all 

*  the  engagements  I  am  under  by  treaties.    And 

*  on  this  foundation,  I  may  reafonably  hope  and 

*  expect  the  fame  ftridt  performance  of  thofe  en- 

*  gagements,  which  other  powers  are  under  to  my 

*  crown. 

'  The  many  regulations  which  you  have  made 

*  for  extending  and  promoting  the  trade  and  ma- 
^  nufadures  of  Great  Britain^  and  foi;  fettling  the 

'  mutual 
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'  mutual  intercourfe  of  my  kingdoms  and   plan- 

*  rations,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  provide  for  the 

*  improvement  of  the  colonies,  on   a  plan  of  due 

*  fubordination  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  the 
'*  mother  country,  are  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  your 

*  equitable  and  comprehenfive  regard  to  the  wel- 
'  fare  of  all  my  dominions ;  and  objedts  truly  wor- 

*  thy  of  a  Britijb  parliament. 

'  It  fhall  be  my  endeavour,  that  fuch  care  be 
'  taken,  as  may  tend  to  fecurc  and  improve  the 

*  advantages  which  may  be  expeded  from  fuch 

*  wife  and  falutary  proviiions. 

*  I  have  nothing  further  to  recommend  to,  you, 
«  than  that  you  will  exert  your  befl  endeavours  m 
«  your  refpedive  counties,  to  enforce  the  execution 

*  of  the  laws,  and  to  promote  good  manners  and 

*  good  order  among  my  people;  whofe  true  and 

*  lading  happinefs  fhall  be  my  conftant  care,,  and 
-•  upon  whofe  affedtions  1  (hall  always  firmly  rely.' 

A  few  weeks  after  the  clofe  of  this  feffion,  the 
King  again  changed  hisminifters:  The  Marquis 
oi  Rockingham,  and  his  friends  were  removed ; 
and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  was  at  this  time  created  Earl  of 
Chatham,  was  introduced  with  a  new  itt  of  men 
in  moll  of  the  great  ofHces. 
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The     SIXTH     SESSION 


OF    THE 


Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 


On  the  nth  of  l^ovtmhtv^  iy66,  the  King  went  to 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  ^/ Weftminfler,  and  opened 
this  Seffion  with  the  following  Speech, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  rr^HE  high  price  of  wheat,  and  the  defe6live 

*  A     produce  of  that  grain  laft   harveft,   toge- 

*  ther  with  the  extraordinary  demands  for  the  fanfie 

*  from  foreign  parts,  have  principally  determined 
'  Me  to  call  you  thus  early  together,  that  I  might 

/  have  the  fenfe  of  parliament,  as  foon  as  conve- 

*  niently  might  be,    on   a  matter,  fo   important^ 

*  and  particularly  affecting  the  poorer  fort  of  my 

*  fubjedts.  . 

*  The  urgency  of  the  neceOity  called  upon  me, 
'  in  the  mean  time,  to  exert  my   royal  authority 

*  for  the  prefervation  of  the  public  fafety,  againft 

*  a  growing  calamity,  which  could  not  admit  of 
'  delay.     I  have  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice 

*  of  my  Privy  Council,  laid  an  embargo  on  wheat 

*  and  wheat  flour  going  out  of  the  kingdom,  un- 

*  til  the  advice,  of  my  Parliament  could  be  taken 
^  thereupon. 

*  If  further  provifions  of  law  be  requifite  or  ex-.. 

*  pedient  with  regard  to  the  dearneis  of  corn,  fo 

*  necelTary  to  the  fuftenance  of  the  poorer  forr, 

t  they 
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*  they   cannot  efcape  the  wifdom  of  Parliament, 

*  to  which  I   recommend   the   due  confideration 

*  thereof. 

*  At  the  fame  time  I  muft  v/ith  concern  take 

*  notice,  that,  notwithftanding   my   cares  for   my 

*  people,  a  Ipirit  of  the  moil  daring    infurreftion 

*  has  in  divers  parts  broke  forth  in  violences  of  the 

*  mod  criminal  nature. 

*  NecelTary  orders  have  been  given  for  bringing 

*  fuch  dangerous  offenders  to  condign  puniihmenr, 

*  and  fpeedy  juftice ;  nor  fhall    vigilance  and  vi- 

*  gour  on  my  part  be  wanting,  to  reflore  obe- 
'  dience  and  reverence  to  law  and  governm.ent. 

'  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  inform  you,  that, 

*  firice  I  lad  met  you,  I  have  concluded  a  treaty 

*  of  commerce  with  m.y  good  filler  the  Emprefs  of 

*  Rujfm^  whereby  that  con  fiderable  branch  of  trade 

*  is  fixed  on  a  juil  and  fatisfadory  footing. 

*  It  is  with  pleafure  that  1  alfo  acquaint  you, 

*  that  the  marriage  between  my  good  brother  the 

*  King  of  Denmark^   and  m.y  fifter  the  Princefs 

*  Caroline  Matilda   has  been   foiemnized,  and   the 

*  natural  alliance  between  the  two  crowns  happily 

*  Ilrengthened  by  an  additional  eye  of  fo  agreeable 
'  a  nature. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

'  I  have  ordered  the  proper  eflimates  for  the 

*  current  ferviceof  the  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
'  Such  fupphes  as  you  may  grant  iliall  be  duly  ap- 
'  plied  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  and  ilridleft  regan^ 
'  to  the  objeds  for  which  they  are  granted. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'  The  general  poflure  of  affairs  In  Europe  af- 
'  fords  no  occafion  to  lay  any  thing  new  before  you 

*  on  that  head.     My  purpofes  are  conftant  and 

2  *'  fixed, 

■    \ 
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'  fixed,  to  maintain,  on  my  part,  the  public  tran- 

*  quillity  inviolate,  and  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 

*  my  crown,  and  the  rights  of  my  fubjedts.     The 

*  juflice  and  wifdom  of  the  other  great   Powers  of 

*  Europe  leave  no  room  to  apprehend  any  intentions 

*  of  a  contrary  nature.' 

As  foon  as  the  Commons  had  returned  to  their 
houfe,  and  the  fpeech  had  been  read  to  them  as 
ufual,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
the  queftion  propofed,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefly 
the  thanks  of  this  houle  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  throne. 

To  exprefs  the  grateful  fen fe  we  entertain  of  the 
paternal  care  and  tender  regard  his  Majefty  has 
fliewn  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  by  laying  an 
embargo  on  y/heat  and  wheat-flour  going  out  of 
the  kingdom,  until  his  Majefty  fhould  have  the 
advice  of  Parliament  on  that  important  fubjed. 

To  alTure  his  Majeft/,  that  his  faithful  Com- 
mons will  not  fail,  agreeably  to  his  Majefly's  re- 
commendation, to  take  this  weighty  matter  into 
their  mod  feripus  conlideration,  in  order,  by  time- 
ly and  effectual  meafures,  to  purlue  the  two  great 
ends,  which  his  Majefty's  wifdom  has  pointed 
out,  of  providing  againftthe  many  evils  attending 
a  dearnefs  or  fcarcicy  .of  provifions,  efpecially  to 
the  poorer  fort  of  his  Majefty's  fubjecls ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  of  fuppreffing  that  daring  and  dan- 
gerous fpirit  of  riot,  which  has  of  late  too  gene- 
rally (hewn  itfelf  in  many  pai'ts  of  this  kingdom. 

To  aflure  his  Majefty  of  our  unfeigned  joy,  on 
the  fafeand  happy  delivery  of  her  Majefty,  and  on 
the  birth  of  a  princefs;  every  increafe  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's royal  family  being  a  frefn  pledge  of  the  fu- 
ture liberty  and  happinefs  of  his  people. 

To  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  the  folemniza- 
tion  of  the  marriage  of  his  Majefty's  fifter,  the 
princefs  Caroline  Matilda,  with  the  Kina:ofZ)^«- 

YoL.  VII.  O  ^     mark  -, 
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mark ;  by  which  the  union  with  that  ancient  and 
potent  ally  of  his  Majefty's  crown  is  eflabiiilicd, 
on  a  fixed  and  permanent  foundation. 

To  return  his  Majefty  our  thanks,  for  his  gra- 
•cious  comniiunication^  that  a  treaty  of  commerce 
has  been  lately  concluded  with  the  Emprefs  of 
RuJJia^  which,  while  it  gives  us  hopes  of  feeing 
that  important  branch  of  our  trade  continued  here- 
after on  a  folid  and  advantageous  footing,  is  a 
new  proof  of  his  Majefty's  conftant  regard  for  the  / 
true  intereft  of  this  commercial  nation.  / 

To  allure  his  Majefly,  that  his  faithful  Commons 
will  chearfully  grant  fuch  fuppiies,  as  (hall  be  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  fervice  of  the  year;  having  the  ut- 
moft  confidence  in  the  affurance  his  Majefty  is 
pleafed  to  give,  that  they  will  be  punctually  ap- 
plied to  thofe  purpofes  for  which  they  ftiall  be 
granted. 

To  exprefs  our  higheft  fatisfa6tion  in  the  pre* 
fent  happy  eftablifliment  of  the  public  tranquillity  ; 
and  the  well  grounded  hopes  we  entertain,  from 
the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  councils,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  his  example,  that,  while  he  wifely  unites 
with  the  refolution  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  his 
crown  and  the  rights  of  his  people,  a  true  zeal 
for  the  general  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind, 
_  the  fame  fpirit  of  equity  and  moderation,  which 
animates  his  Majefty's  condu6t,  will  dircd  the 
councils  of  the  other  great  powers  oi  Europe  to  the 
like  pacific  and  falutary  views. 

Upon  this  the  houfe  was  moved,  that  part  of 
the  aft  15  Charles  II.  chap.  7.  might  be  read, 
meaning,  claufe  the  fecond  of  that  ad;  the  houfe 
was  then  moved,  that  part  of  the  a6l  22  Charles  II. 
chap.  13.  might  be  read,  meaning,  the  firft  part 
of  claufe  the  firft  of  that  a6l ;  which  being  read  ac- 
cordingly, the  houfe  was  then  laftly  moved,  that 
part  of  the  acl  i  Will,  and  Mary^  fefT.  2.  chap.  2* 
might  be  read,  meaning  the  firft  article  of  the  de- 
claration 
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claration  of  our  rights  and  liberties  contained  in 
the  firft  claufe,  and  alio  the  fixth  claufe  of  that 
act;  and  the  fame  being  read  accordingly,  a  de- 
bate enfued  upon  the  firft  two  paragraphs  of  the 
addrefs. 

Before  we  give  the   arguments  made  ufe  of  in 
the  debate,  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  a  few  fads 
which  happened  during  the  recefs   of  Parliament. 
The  a61;  paiTed  laft  fefiion  prohibiting  the   export- 
ation of  corn,  expired  on  the  26th  oi  Augufl^  this 
year,  and  this  year's  crop  having  failed    in  many 
parts  -,  our  merchants  had   large  orders   to   fend 
corn    to  Spain^  Portugal^  Italy^  &c.   the  momenc 
the  prohibiting  lav/  fhould  expire :  this    alarmed 
the  lower  fort  of  people,  who  became  exceedingly 
riotous,    and   aiTembled  in   bodies,     at   different 
places  to  prevent  this  exportation.     Corn  rofe  to  a 
great  price,  and   government  feeing  the   matter 
likely  to  become  ferious,  iflued  a  proclamation  on 
the  26th  of  September^  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
outward   bound  fhips  laden   with  corn  or  flour* 
This  was  fufpending  the  law,  under  v^hich  the  ex- 
portation was  authorized  by  the  power  of  the  King 
only.     That  it  was  neceffary  to  ftop  the  exportation 
every  man  admitted,  but  many  faid,  Parliament 
ought  to  have  been  called,  and  to  have  been  made 
the  judges  of  the  neceffity  •,  and  if  it  was  neceffary 
to  fufpend  the  law,  it  ought  to  be  done  by  an  acSfc 
of  the  three  eftates,  and  not  by  the  King  alone. 
The  miniftry  defended,  and  attempted  to  juftify 
their  condudt  upon  the  principles  of  law  and  right. 
And    Mr.  Alderman  Beckford  afierted,    "  That 
"  whenever  the  public  is  in  danger,  the  King-has  a 
'■  difpenfing  power."  His  words  being  taken  down, 
he  was  called  upon  for  an  explanation,  which  he 
gave,  by  faying,    "  Whenever   the  Salus   Populi 
*'  requires  it."  The  argument  upon  this  greatand 
interefting  queftion  was  fully  ftated  in  a  pamphlet, 
publllhed  foon  after  the  Debates  upon  it,  entitled, 
O  2  A  Speech 
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j4  Speech  againft  the  fufpending  and  difpenfing  Prero- 
gative^ &c.  Though  the  pamphlet,  as  it  was  e- 
fleemed,  isj  no  doubt,  in  the  hands  of  feveral 
gentlemen,  yet,  it  is  prefumed,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper to  preferve  it  here. 

A  Speech,   againft  the  fufpending  and  difpenfing 
Prerogative,  i^c, 

«  IT  IS    BUT   FORTY  DAYS  TYRANNY    AT    THE 
OUTSIDE." 

Per  Legem  Terr^. 

Populus  Romanus  beneficii  et  injurise  memof  efle  folct. 

Nemo  civis,  qualis  fit  vir,  poteft  latere. 

— Quemdam,  hominem  nobilem,  fa^Viofum,  tiovis  rebus 

ftudere,  advorfmm  quern— neque   LEGES  valerent, 
l^eque  modeftia,  neque  modus  contentionis  erat. — 
Sed  eos  frequens  Senatus  judica^it  contra  RempublicaM  ct 

falutem  omnium  dixijfi. 

Sall. 


PERMIT  me,  late  as  it  i&,  toexprefs  piy  thoughts 
upon  one  of  the  moft   momentous  fubje6ls,  in  my 

opinion,  that  I  have  ever  heard  agitated  in 1.     I 

hardly  know  what  more  important  matter  could  occupy 
your  —  attention^  fhort  of  a  queftion  touching  the  adual 
diirolution  of  government.  Sure  I  am,  if  what  we  have 
this  day  heard  ftrikes  your  — — -,  asitdoesme,  it  muft 
have  brought  frefh  to  your  remembrance  the  fatal  ground 
upon  v/hich  that  unhappy  queftion  was  decided,  with  a 
vengeance,  when  it  was  debated  in  th —  h — -e,  near  four- 
fcore  years  ago. 

We  are,  as  it  were,  furprized  into  a  debate  upon  the 
difpenfng  powery  and  what  aftonifhes  me  ftill  more,  we 
are  got,  at  leaft  fome  of  us,  into  a  vindication  and  de- 
fence of  it ; — a  thing  I  had  long  thought  fo  odious  in  its 
very  name,  but  fo  fettled  in  the  notions  of  it,  and  fo  ex- 
ploded in  theory  as  well  as  pradiice,  that  no  body  ever 
thought  of  it,  but  to  hate  it,  and  to  thank  God  it  was 
utterly  exterminated  out  of  the  pure  folar  fyftem  of 
the  Englifn  Government,  and  Englifh  Liberty. 

One has  told  us  he  rofs  in  this  debate  not  as  a 

Patron  of  Liberty^  in  the  ?mdern  phrafe^  as  he  was  plea- 
fed 
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fed  to  call  it,  but  as  a  Patron  of  Law.  Modern  phrafe 
did  the fay  ?  I  hope  it  will  never  ceafe  to  be  a  mo- 
dern phrafe ;  though  it  is  an  ancient,  and  has  in  all 
countries  been  a  glorious  title.  Our  anceftors  v^ere  Pa- 
trons of  Liberty  at  the  coft  of  their  lives  ;  but  they  fe- 
cured  our  Liberty  by  proteding  the  Law  againft  a 
dijpenftng  power y  which  they  relifted  unto  blood,  ^id 
a  majoribus  defenfum  eft  aliud  quam  LibeRTAS:  neu  cut 
n'lft  Legibus  parereviml  Shall  we  then  be  the praclar^ 
prolesy  genltl  ad  ea^  qua  major es  virtuie  peperere^  fubver- 
tunda?  We  are  yet  free,  and  "The  freedom  of  men 
'"  under  Government  is  to  have  a  {landing  rule  to  live 
*«  by.  common  to  everyone  qf  the foclety,  and  made  by 
*'  the  Legiilative  Power  created  in  it."  So  fays  Locke'^ 
who  is  appealed  to  as  a  great  authority.  What  he  fays 
in  thefe  few  words  is  equally  in  favour  of  Law  and  Li- 
berty. I  Ib^U  be  proud  to  fhew  mj^felf  the  Patron  of 
both, 

—5  The  fame  —  has  been  pleafed  to  claim,  if  not  the 
whole,  yet  the  beft  knowledge  of  the  Conftitution  01^ 
behalf  of  the  profelfion  which  ha?  raifed  his  --  to  the 
ilations  he  has  enjoyed.  But  1  have  always  looked 
upon  lawyers,  at  the  beft,  to  be  but  the  moft  Ikilful  mid- 
wives  to  help  forward  the  bifth  of  the  wifdqm  of  Great 
Statefmen,  found,  enlightened,  and  enlarged  Politicians, 
to  the  energy  and  fagacity  of  whofe  genius,  in  all  ages^ 
.and  in  every  country,  the  beft  models  of  Government 
have  been  rnoft  indebted  :  of  this  the  appeal  madetp-day, 
as  well  as  on  a  late  notable  occafion,  to  the  fpeculations  of 
Mr.  Locke^  that  great  Philofopher,  Legiflator,  and  Se- 
nator, (as  we  have  been  told  he  was)  is  aftrong  proof. 

This  alfo  I  will  be  bold  to  fay  from  the  hiftory  of  Eng^ 
iandy  that:  our  liberties  owe  moft  to  great  Noblemeq 
who  were  not  lawyers.  Sure  Iain,  lawyers  have  often 
appeared  amongft  us,'to,  be  the  worft  guardians  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  too  frequently  the  wickedeft  enemies 
to,  and  moft  treacherou?  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  Of  this  truth",  the  preamble  of  the  BJll 
of  Rights,  which  the —  hashimfelf  appealed  to  in  the  de-  _ 
bate,  as  his  chief,  though  I  think,  much  miftaken,  and 
much  mifreprefented  authority,  will  be  a  perpetual  mo- 
nument, in  thefe  words :  *'  Whereas  K.  J.  IL  by  the  af- 
*'  fiftance  of  divers  evil  Counfellors,  Judges,  and  Mini- 
"-^Jiers^  employed  by  him,  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  and 
V^  extirpate  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  the  LAWS  and 
'  V'  '  O  3  ^^'LIBEE- 
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"  LIBERTIES  of  this  Kingdom."  Certain  it  is, 
that  no  arbitrary -prince,  when  meditating  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Conftitution,  ever  was  at  a  lofs  for  Lawyers  and 
Judges  to  fecond  bis  defigns;  in  fpite  of  their  learning, 
and  in  fpite  of  the  religion  of  the  oaths  that  bound  them 
to  fupport  and  maintain  the  Conftitution.  And  (ojhip- 
iiioney  and  the  difpenfingpowsrhTkwc^  in  former  times,  had 
the  vile  countenance,  and,  if  it  could  be  fo  called,  the 
authority  of  the  bench,  and  of  the  fages,  or  the  Fathers 
of  the  Law  (as  Charles  L  named  his  fliip-money  Judges) 
while  a  Hampden,  and  fuch-like  Patriots,  who  were  the 
greate ft  honour,  and  the  greateil  bleffing  oi  England  in 
their  day,  Itood  forth  the  faviours  of  their  country,  by 
refilling  the  ufurpations  of  the  crown,  fupported  by  the 
perfidy  of  corrupt  Judges. 

Such  a  fort  of  monopoly  as  the fuggefts  in  fa- 
vour of  the  long  robe  favours  too  much  of  what  a  Lord 
Keeper  (who  made  n)?iuy  cxcelhnt  perogative  fpeecbes  for 
Charles  the  Firfl:)  faid  in  the  conclulion  of  the  fpeech  he 
delivered,  after  publilhing  that  fhameful  opinion  of  the 
judges  on  Jhip-money,  1  he  words  I  allude  to  are  thefe  : 
*'  If  any  contrary  opinion  fhould  yet  remain  among 
*'  men,  it  muft  proceed  from  thofe  who  are  fons  of  the 
"  Law."  Of  the /^//^r,  I  will  fay,  ^^  Felices  demum  ejfent 
"  artes^  fide  iUisfolumjudicarent  artifices,'^  So  that  Pre^ 
rogative  Lawyer  was  for  keeping  the  judgment  of  the 
Conftitution  to  the  art  and  myftery  of  the  law.  Y —  •— 
"will  not,  from  the  occalion,  be  fond  of  adopting  the  ex- 
ample, 

if  the has  now  got  fo  high  an  opinon  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  long  robe,  I  remember  when  he  had  it 
not.  But  this  is  not  the  only  proof  this  day  has  furnifhed 
from  his  —  and  from  fome  others  too,  of  the  wonderful 
change  in  opinions,  that  difference  of  interefts,  as  well 
as  lituation,  brings  with  it.  For  I  think  the  fame  — 
has  likewife  told  us  to-day,  that  we  are  undone  by  di- 
vifions,  though  I  can  recolle6l  the  time  when  his  —  re- 
gretted in  th — h— e  that  we  were  ruined  by  an  intoxica^ 
ted  unanimity^  under  an  a-— n  of  which  one  of  his  new 
friends  conliituted  a  moft  brilliant  part.     I  congratulate 

the on  this  change  of  mind  for  the  better,  which 

is  more  than  I  can  fay  of  all  theopinions  his  —has  given 
to  day,  though  I  believe  they  proceed  alfo  from  a  new 
light.  I  cannot  however  fay,  the  —  and 's  opi- 
nions are  modern.  They  acfi  old^  and,  what  is  more,  they 

are 
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are  antiquated.     His has  but   revived  an    old  farce, 

not  a6led  near  thefe  hundred  years.  It  will  therefore  be 
iit,  I  think,  to  examine  opinions  that  have  flept  fo  long, 
before  they  are  rejlored^  or  licenfed,  fo  as  to  pafs  cur- 
rent. 

But  it  is  neceflary,  for  preventing  miftakes,  to 
premife,  that  I  heartily  concur  with  all  your — who 
have  fpoke  in  the  debate,  in  exprefiiug  my  approbation 
of  the  meafure  immediately  under  confideration,  when 
tahriy  —  the  embargo  on  wheat  and  wheat  flour  laid  by- 
order  of  Council  fo  late  as  the  2&th  of  September.  The 
evil  of  an  enhanced  price  of  that  grain,  which  had  for  fo 
confiderable  a  time  before  been  prognofticated,  and 
growing  by  a  quick  pace,  was  then  come  tofo  alarming 
a  height,. that  it  awakened  even  our  a- — n  from  the 
pleafmg-  dream  of  pecuniary  emolument,  and  extravagant 
compenfations,  moft  liberally  doled  about  to  one  ano- 
ther, beyond  the  example  of  any  former  time.  It  a- 
Vv'akened  them  to  the  cries  and  rifmgs  of  the  poor,  and 
at  laft  made  them  take  notice  that  there  was  fuch  an 
irnminent  danger  of  famine,  that  it  became  indifpenfibly 
aeceffary  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  exportation  :  And  by  a 
long  prorogation  of  Parliament,  which  themfelves  had 
fo  culpably  advifed,  that  there  was  no  other  way  left  of 
doing  it,  but  by  an  interpofition  of  the  Royal  Power,  I 
choofe  to  ufe  that  word,  though  authority  is  the  word  ufed 
in  theS— ,  from  the  T— ,  becaufe  I  materially  diftinguifh 
between  the  two  expreffions,  for  reafons  1  fhall  after- 
wards give. 

,    On  the  other  hand,  I  moft   warmly  deplore 

and  lament  the  calamity  produced  by  the  want  and 
dearnefs  of  provillons,  mentioned  likewife  in  the  fpeech, 
I  mean  that  fpirit  of  infurredion,  riot,  ajid  diforder, 
that  has  gone  forth,  and  rages  in  all  corners  of  the  king- 
dom, big  with  fire  and  fword,  to  afflidl  a  country,  al* 
ready  groaning  under  a  weight  and  prefiure  of  evils, 
greater  than  (he  can  bear.  It  would  ill  become  this  place 
to  palliate  or  excufe,  on  any  account  whatever,  fuch 
dangerous  tumults  and  riots,  much  lefs  to  incite  and  en- 
courage them,  by  faying  as  I  have  once  heard  it  faid 
within  thefe  walls,  by  one  fworn  to  execute  the  laws, 
that  the  fubje61:s,  cruelly  harraiTed  by  burthens  and  other 
grievances,  impofed  upon  them  by  the  Legiilature,  are 
made  defperate.  This  daring  and  lawlefs  expreffion,  I 
^oafefs,  related  only  tp  the  juftification  of  the  American 
O  4  fubje^ 
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fuhjeSi  in  wanton  rebellion.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
adopt  the  deteftablc  language,  even  in  favour  of/the  En- 
glijh  juhje£l^  taxed  tillthe  power  of  taxing  can  no  further 
go,  famifhed,  and  ftarving.  It  mufr,  however,  grieve 
one  to  fee  the  nerves  of  government  fo  totally  relaxed^ 
and  its  proper  energy  and  vigour  almoft  vi^hoUy  loft. 
The  truth  of  the  matter,  and  the  root  of  the  evil  is,  we 
have  had  no  government  for  fome  years,  or,  which  is 
much  the  fame  thing,  we  have  had  the  form  of  it  only, 
without  any  reality,  energy,  or  fpirit,  defcending  ever 
from  bad  to  worfe. 

Tota  difcors  machlna  divulfi  turbat  fadera  mundl. 

And  the  — —  in  the  blue  ribbon  has  too  good  reafon 
to  put  us  in  mind  of  what  he  told  your  —  laft  year,  that 
you  would  import  rebellion  from  America.  Would  to 
God  he  had  not  been  fo  true  a  prophet !  The  indulgence 
fhewn  10  Americans  \^  not  I  fear  !  altogether  free  of  the 
blood  that  muft  be  facrificed,  in  England^  at  the  altars 
of  juftice,  to  reftore  and  preferve  peace  and  good  order, 
maintain  authority  and  fecure  property.  Nor  can  I  acquit 
the  blunders  of  adminiftration  in  this  very  corn  bull nefsj 
of  that  charge.  I  am  afraid,  the  unfeafonable,  and  ex- 
traordinary long  prorogation  of  Parliament,  which  ex- 
cluded the  profpe£fc  of  relief  from  famine,  by  a  legal  pro- 
hibition of  the  exportation,  had  no  fmall  (hare  in  pro-, 
ducing  the  riots  and  rifings  :  And  by  a  (hameful  blunder 
in  the  Proclamation  againft  foreftalling,  mifreciting  the 
laws  it  promulgates,  a  pretence  was  given  for  the  riotous 
people  to  feize  the  grain  for  their  own  ufe,  under  a  mif- 
taken  notion  that  the  ^r<3/;z  itfelf  was  forfeited,  as  the 
Proclamation  declares  it  to  be,  infleadofa  forfeiture,  of 
the  value  of  it,  which  is  what  the  mifrecited  ftatute 
enadls. 

I  faid  I  approved  of  the  embargo  as  necejGrary,7i;^^«laId 
on  ;  but  I  do  not  approve,  on  the  contrary  I  complain: 
of  the  preceding  condu6l  of  adminiftration,  by  which 
they  brought  themfelves  into  that  dilemma,  which  ne- 
ceilitated  them  to  advife  his  M — -  to  that  meafure,  by 
what  is  called  the  Royal  Authority.  And  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples I  have  heard  laid  down  today,  and  the  do6lrine 
that  has  been  advanced  in  juftification  of  the  legality  of 
the  embargo;  fo  far  am  I  from  approving  of  them,  or 
acquiefcing  in  them,  that  J  cannot  even  hear  them  with 
«^  4  .  >  patience*: 
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patience.  I  declare  they  make  all  the  Whig-blood  in 
me  boil ;  for,  to  ufe  an  expreffion  that  has,  I  think, 
been  miferably  mifapplied  on  the  other  fide,  thefe  doc- 
trines, if  adopted,  lay  the  ax  to  the  root  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  They  can  tend  to  nothing  but  an  utter  fubver-- 
lion  of  the  power  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  moft  funda- 
mental and  eflential  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeit.  . 
Upon  my  word,  if  I  did  not  know  I  was  awake,  I  fhould 
be  apt  to  think  I  had  been  in  a  dream,  and  that  fome 
fairy  midnight  fcene  had  carried  my  imagination  back  an 
hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  years,  in  an  illufory  audience 
cffome  of  the  fpeeches  of  a  James  or  Charles,  or  their 
Lord  Chancellors  and  Lord  Keepers  ;  for  with  no  other 
ftandard  of  the  prerogative,  that  I  know  of,  will  fuch 
notions  fquare ;  and  thefe  they  will  fit. 

I  fhall  hereafter  endeavour  to  point  out  that  afTemblage 
of  circumftances  on  which  I  found  the  complaint  of 
blunder,  inattention,  and  negle6l  in  the  adminiftration  : 
But  your  —  will  allow  me,  in  the  lirft  place,  to  con- 
iider  the  general  doStrine  that  has  been  drawn  into  the' 
debate,  as  by  much  the  moft  important  matter,  and  what 
indeed  priricipally  called  me  up :  I  fay  has  been  drawH 
into  the  debate,  for  fure  I  am  it  could  never  have  come 
from  the  meafure  in  queftion,  if  it  had  been  allowed  to 
reft  upon  its  true  bottom,  with  a  claim  to  fuch  a  fancSlion 
as  could  be  given  it  by  Law  :  which  fancStion,  by  the 
way,  I  fancy  your— — will  find  neceflary,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  in  fupport  of  the  embargo 
as  a  legal  exercife  of  perogative. 

The  queftion  debated  is,  whether  the  'embargo  on 
corn,  the  largeft  freedom  of  exportation  of  which  is  per- 
mitted by  many  A(3s  of  Parliament,  and  encouraged  by 
a  ftatute  bounty,  is  a  prohibition  according  to  lavi^;  a 
legal  2iB.  of  government,  within  the  conftitutional  bounds 
©f  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  j  or  is  only  a  mere  aSf 
6 f  power,  induced  by  an  urgent  neceility  in  the  ftate, 
exceeding  the  true  limits  of  the  royal  prerogative,  but 
that  ought,  for  its  beneficial  tendency  and  efre6l  to  be 
approved,  and  muft  be  confirmed  by  the  fan6lion  of  law, 
to  give  it  legal  force,  and  valid  operation.  •  " 

This  queftion  comes  to  a  general  point,  and  it  has 
been  brought  to  that  in  the  debate.  A  general  propofi- 
tion  muft  be  maintained,  and  the  general  propofition  has 
been  maintained,  that  o^any,  and  if  of  any,  oi  every  a61: 
of  parliament,  the  King,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
-     :  Concil, 
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Council,  may  fufpend  the  execution  and  efFe6l,  when- 
ever his  Majefty,  (o  advifed,  judges  it  n^eceffary  for  the 
immediate  iafety  of  the  people. 

I  limit  it  fo  to  give  the  propofition  fair  play.  I  fhall 
likew^ife,  to  be  as  candid  as  I  can,  add,  becaufe  it  has 
been  added,  during  the  recefs  of  parliament :  and  \i  -^ 
pleafe,  they  fhall  have  the  other  words  too,  when  parlia- 
tneni  cannot  be  conveniently  ajfsmhled.  Such  precifely  is 
the  propofition  that  has  been  maintained  in  this   debate. 

For  God's  fake  ! is  this  the  dodrine  of  the  Confti- 

tution  ?  Is  this  do6lrine  that  Englifhmen  will   fwallow  ? 

Can  it  go  down  !   I  do  not  fay  with  your ,  will   it 

with  the  moft  unread  or  unlearned  in  the  Conftitution  ? 
If  this  is  Conftitutional  doftrine,  I  make  bold  to  pro- 
nounce th€  Revolution,  the  Glorious  Revolution! 
(as  I  have  been  taught  to  call,  and  to  think  it,) 
nothing  but  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  the  moft  lawlefs  and 
wicked  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the  Crown,  —  and  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  that  illuftrious  monument  of  Englifh 
liberty,  the  Palladium  and  Bulwark  of  the  Conftitution, 
the  moft  falfe  and  fcandalous  libel  that  ever  was  pub- 
liftied ;  the  moft  infamous  impofition,  both  on  prince 
and  people,  ever  invented.  James  the  Second  neither 
abdicated,  nor  forfeited ;  he  was  robbed  of  his  crown. 
His  Majefty  is  an  ufurper,  and  his  Royal  Anceftors,  of 
blefled  memory,  even  our  great  and  glorious  deliverer 
himfelf,  have  all  been  ufurpers  j  the  a£l  of  fettlement  is 
a  nullity,   and   your  — —  are  a  generation  of  Rebels, 

whofe  fathers  revolted  ;  many  of  you  are  not s  of 

the  — m.  Pardon    me    if  I  am  warm,  I  cannot  help  it. 

The at  the  bead  of  the   C —  B —  who  fpoke 

early  in  this  debate,  is  called  a  Whig, a  zealous 

Whig  he  calls  himfelf ;  but  he  has  defended  the  legality 
\  of  the  embargo,  by  maintaining  the  very  propofition  I 
have  rehearfed.  I  fay  he  has  defended  the  legality,  for 
we  are  not  now  debating  the  necejjity,  and  the  argument 
goes  to  exclude  the  method  pointed  at  in  the  —  moved, 
of  legalizing  the  raeafure,  and  validating  it,  by  a  bill  of 
indemnity. 

The has  told  us,    he  would  prove  his  point 

from  no  lefs  authorities,  than  the  Bill  of  Rights,  Ads 
of  Parliament,  and  the  ufage  of  the]  Privy-Council.-— 
Very  refpecUble  authorities  indeed  \  who  could  defire 
better?  I  ihall  confider  them  all,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
follow  the  .——on  memory  j  and  I  was  as  attentive  as 
pcflible* 

Now. 
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Now,  —  —  to  the  propofition ;  and  I  would  firH: 
fpeak  a  word  to  the  1  aft  part  of  it  —the  recefs  of  Parlia- 
ment.    This  is  either  an  old,  or  a  new  diilindlion.     If 

it  is  an  old  one,  the fhould  fhew  us  where  it  is  to 

be  found  ;  if  it  is  a  new  one,  he  fhould  tell  us  what  au- 
thority, warranted  by  the  law  of  the  land,  has  made  it. 
But  the  truth  is,  it  is  the  diftin£i:ion  of  the  day,  and  I 
fufpfiiSf  it  will   never  grow  older;  it  is  an  alleviation  of 

the  difpenllng  power,  to  fweeten  it  to  your ,  be- 

caufe  too  naufeous  in  the  full  (linking  potion. 

There  was  no  fuch  diftindion  in  the  days,  when 
the  Laiu -makings  and  the  Laiu-breaking  Prerogative 
walked  forth  at  noon-tide.  The  princes  that  were  then 
endeavouring  to  eftablifli  the  difpenfing  and  fufpending 
power,  in  their  beft  moods,  and  when  they  were  fpeak- 
ing  foft  words  to  parliament,  told  them,  that  though 
they  comlefcended  to  call  them  together,  it  was  not  be- 
caufe  they  could  not  do  without  them;  and  that  if  Par- 
liament refufed  what  they  deigned  to  afk,  they  would 
only  be  forced  to  ufe  the  other  powers  for  attaining  it, 
which  God  had  given  them.  The  concomitant,  and 
the  fatal  principal  of  thofe  days  was,  that  the  Rights  of 
Parliament  were  fo  many  conceffions  of  the  Crown,  re- 
fumable  at  pleafure,  and  the  calling  them  but  a  gracious 
compliment  from  the  prince:  and  fo  the  maxim  of  the 
idolaters  of  prerogative,  as  then  underftood,  that  is  of 
abjolute  and  arbitrary  Poiver^  was  a  Deo  Rex^  a  Rege  Lex, 

I  cannot  conceive  the  ground  of  this  diftindtion. 
as  to  the  recefs  of  Parliament.  By  the  Conftitution  as 
now  modelled.  Parliament  muft  always  be  in  being, 
ready  to  be  called,  fo  much  fo,  that  even  an  expired 
Parliament  revives  when  necefTary  to  be  affembled,  and 
another  is  not  chofen.  With  regard  to-a6ts  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  know  of  no  days,  either/^?//?/ ory>/f/,  in  which 
they  fleep.  They  are  not  like  jurifdi6lions  that  may  be 
evaded  by  going  into  a  fandluary.  They  are  of  equal 
force,  while  in  being,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  over 
all  perfons ;  or,  as  Mr.  Locke  fays,  "  Laws,  though 
*'  made  in  a  fhort  time,  have  a  conftant  and  lafting force.** 
A6ls  of  the  executive  power  are  incident,  temporary, 
and  inftantaneous ;  but  A(Sls  of  Parliament  are  perma- 
nent, made  as  the  general  rule  by  which  the  fubjed 
is  to  live,  and  be  governed. 

Unlefs  therefore  it  can  be  faid  that  the  moment  Par- 
liament breaks  up  the  King  ftands  in  its  place,  and  that 

the 


ac4  Parliamentary    A.  1766. 

the  continuance  of  A6ls  is  configned  into  his  hands  ;  he 
cannot  of  x'lghx.  fufpend^  any  more  than  he  can  make  laws, 
both  requiring  the  lame  power..  The  Law  is  above  the 
King;  and  the  Crown,  as  well  as  the  fubjedl,  is  bound 
by  it,  as  much  during  the  recefs,  as  in  the  feiEons  of 
Parliament  J  becaufe  no  point  of  time,  nor  emergent 
circumftance,  can  alter  the  Conftitution,  or  create  a 
right  not  antecedently  inherent.  Thefe  only  draw  forth 
into  zfXion  the  power  that  before  exiiled,  but  was  qui- 
efcent. '  There  is  no  fuch  prerogative  in  any  hour  ojr 
moment  of  time,  as  yells  the  ferhblance  of  a  legiflative 
power  in  the  Crown. 

If  we  next  examine  the  foundation  of  necejfity^  it 
will  appear  to  vbe  equally  defiitute  of  authority,  as  the 
other  diftin£l:ion.  But  it  Woul4  be  to  tire  your  pa- 
tience unreafonably,  becaufe  there  is  no  ufe  in  it,  to  en- 
ter into  this  argument  at  large.  For  who  has  ever  rea'd 
tht'  ^.Tgum^ms  on  Jhip-mofjeyy  and  the  difpejifing  power  in 
former  and  bad  reigns,  that  does  not  know,  that  a  fup- 
fofed  neceflity  was  the  plea  to  juflify  the  a£i:s  complained 
oil  And  the  anfwer  is  ready  in  the  mouth  of, every  one^ 
that  if  the  crown  1s  the  judge  of  that  neceflity,  the  power 
is  unlimited;  becaufe  the  difcretion  of  the  princej  and 
his  council,  may  apply  it  to  any  inftance  whatever  :  and 
fp  difcretion  degenerates  into  defpotifnrj.  Therefore  the 
wifdom  of  the  conftitution  has  excluded  every  difcretioii 
in  the  crown  over  pofitive  ftatute^  and  emanicipated  a6ls 
of  parliament  from  the  Royal  Prerogative,  leaving  the 
power  oi fufpenfion\  which  i-s  but  another  word  for  a  tem- 
porary repeal,  to  refide  where  the  legiflative  is  lodged,., 
to  which  only  it  can  belong ;  that  is  in  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  who  together  conftitute  the  only  fupreme  fo- 
vereign  auihcrity  of  this  government.  Nor  did  Parlia- 
ment ever  allow  of  the  difpenfing  power,  or  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  becaufe  it  was  exercifed  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  the  fafety  of  the  nation  being  concerned^  and  the 
vjhole  kingdom  in  danger^  which  was  the  ufual  jargon,  and;^ 
if  true,  implied  the  moft  urgent  necefHty. 

The  —  and on  the  crofs  bench,  who  like  a  true 

friend  of  Liberty,  has  given  us  fo  excellent  a  definition 
of  the  Conftitution,  as  a  government  by  Law ^  (which  I 
muft  do  his-—-  the  juftice  toacknov.'ledge'has  often  come 
from  his  lips  in  this  houfe)  has  very  accurately  ftated 
the  extent  of  the  crown's  difcretion,  in  matters  within 
Jhc  lep-ai  prerogative,  H  — -•— has  truly  faid^  that  in 
^       :  ,       ■■  '      ■■  ■         thefy 
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thefe  the  crown  which  is  entrufted  with  the  power,  and 
has  the  right  to  a6l,  muft  be  judge  of  the  neceffity  and 
feafon  of  ailing,  fubje(St  always  to  the  controul  of  that 
conftitutional  advice,  by  which  the  crown  muft  a£l  in 
all  cafes.  But  thefe  a6ls,  as  his  —  juftly  obferved,  are 
legal,  not  becaufe  they  are  neceffary  and  proper,  but 
becaufe  they  £ovv  from  the  proper  pdwer  ;  and  they 
are  legal  and  valid,  though  wrong  in  themfelves,  'till 
correfied  ;  as  a  legal  power  may  be  improperly  ex- 
ercifed,  for  which  the  advifers  are  refponfible.  But  I 
heartily  agree  with  his  —  that  the  conftitution  has  en- 
trufted the  crown  with  no  power  to  Jufpend  any  a(Sl:  of 
Parliament,  under  any  circumftances  whatever ;  and 
with  his  —  I  alfo  declare  I  never  fhall,  nor  can,  con- 
fent  to  any  fuch  power,  being  intrufted  with  the  Crown* 
For  my  own  part  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  neceffit^y  in  any  cafe,  q^  fuf pending  an 
a€l  of  Parliament  by  Ro^al  Authority ;  as  the  Parlia- 
ment may  always  be  affembled  in  time  to  prevent  an 
irremediable  evil  from  any  ftatute.  Sword  and  famine 
feem  to  be  the  moft  alarming  evils ;  but  neither  of 
thefe  c^n  poflibly  ever  catch  the  nation  in  a  cafe  of 
unavoidable  neceffity,  without  culpable  neglect.  Inva- 
sion is  not  the  work  of  an  inftant,  and  government 
muft  be  totally  afleep,  the  miniftejs,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  dozing  ftrangely,  if  there  is  not  intelli- 
gence in  time  to  allemble  parliament.  Scarcity,  it  is 
impoffible,  can  ever  come  at  a  moment's  notice,  fo  as 
to  make  famine  fi:are  us  in  the  face ;  and  even  in  the 
prefent  cafe  it  is  apparent,  that  the  neceffity  which,  at 
the  injianiy  juftifted  the  embargo,  was  owing  to  an 
inattention  that  loads  the  authors  of  it,  and  reduces  it 
^o  the  cafe  of  Efaus  neceffity,  who  fold  his  birthright 
for  a  mefs  of  pottage,  becaufe  he  had  not  been  pru- 
dent enough  to  provide  in  time  for  fatisfying  his  Hun- 
ger at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  Marquis  of  Halifax  has 
Tome  words  fo  applicable  to  this  fubje6i:,  that  I  cannot 
help  quoting  them.  <'  By  the  advantage  of  our  fitu- 
"  ation,  (fays  he)  there  can  hardly  any  fuch  fudden  dif- 
*«  eafe  come  upon  us»  but  the  King  may  have  time 
*' enough  left  to  confult  v/ith  his  phyficians  in  Parlia- 
*'  ment.  Pretences  indeed  may  be  made,  but  a  real  ne- 
<«  ceffity,  fo  {K-effing  that  no  delay  is  to  be  admitted,  is 
**  hardly  to  be  imagined;  and  it  will  be  neither  eafy  to 
*'  give  an  inftance  of  any  fuch  thing  for  the  time  paft. 


or 
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'*  or  reafonable  to  prefume  it  will  ever  happen  for  the 
"  time  to  come.  But  if  that  ftrange  thing  ihould  fall 
*'  out,  our  conftiturion  is  not  ftrait-laced  as  to  let  a 
*'  nation  die  or  be  ftifled,  rather  than  it  fhould  be  helped 
*'  by  any  but  the  proper  officers.  The  cafes  themfelves 
*«  will  bring  the  remedies  along  with  them."  This  doc- 
trine I  can  fiibfcribe  to  in  all  its  parts.  But  ftill,  I  fay, 
that  if  a  clear  cafe  of  undeniable  neceffity  could  be 
figured,  the  legality  of  the  ait  done  under  that  force 
weruldjuft  ftand  where  it  did,  upon  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  Conftitution,  and  not  the  particular  exi- 
gency of  the  inftance,  and  the  Juftification  be  effect- 
ed by  an  ex  pofi  fa^foXzv^^  has  not  pointed  at.  Fori 
apprehend  It  to  be  bad  politicks,  and  I  fhould  imagine 
it  worfe  law,  that  any  fpecial  cafe  can  ever  derogate  from 
a  general  fixed  rule,  fuch  as  a  fundamental  law  of  the 
Conftitution. 

Let  us  therefore take  what  road   we  will,  ftill 

we  come  back  to  the  general  queftion,  Has  or  has 
not  the  crown  a  right  to  fufpend  an  a61:  of  Parliament, 
in  any  cafe,  or  on  any  pretence  whatever  ?  And  let  the 
queftion  be  tried  by  the  Houfe's  own  authorities. 

I  begin  with    the  loweft   and  laft  named — the  ufage 

of  the    Privy  Council.     The produced   no    in- 

ftances  of  this  ufage  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  corn.  The  prefent  is  the  firft 
we  have  been  informed  of.  It  is  clear  the  Queen's 
minifters  would  not  venture  upon  it  in  1709.  On  the  con- 
trary, when  the  Queen  was  advifed  to  call  Parliament  on 
purpofe  to  make  provifion  for  preventing  famine,  it 
is  remarkable  that  fhe  tells  them  in  the  Speech  from 
the  throne,  that  flie  had  done  all  that  fhe  could  by  law  i 
referring  to  the  proclamations  iffued  againft  foreftalling, 
&c.  The  Queen  was  not  advifed  even  to  ufe  the  device 
of  laying  on  a  general  embargo,  thereby  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  corn  ;  tho'  being  in  time  of  war,  the 
Crown  had  an  undoubted  right  to  lay  an  embargo.  As 
that  would  have  been  ufing  the  war-power  of  embar - 
goes  indiredly  for  another  end  than  a  war-purpofe  5 
fuch  an  evafion  of  the  law  .was  not  judged  wife  or  fit. 
In  the  fame  manner  the  example  of  the  Queen's  reign 
was  followed  in  1756;  which  was  alfo  a  time  of  war. 
Lord  Hard  wick  would  not  then  advife  an  embargo  : 
We  fee  at  all  other  times  of  the  like  exigency,  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  fcarcity,  parliament  has  been  conftant- 
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Iv  reforted  to:  And  from  the  bare  recital  of  the  fsve- 
ral  ads  of  parliament  on  the  fubjccl,  as  well  the  laws 
permitting  the  exportation,  as  thofe  temporary  adts- 
prohibiting  it  in  times  of  fcarcity,  it  is  plain  that  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  another  inftance  of  a  thing  To  well 
guarded  againft  the  fangs  of  prerogative  in  pradice  as 
well  as  by  ftatute. 

The    only    example  of  this   ufage   mentioned 

by  the was  the   prohibition  of  ihe  exportation  of 

gun-powder,  which  is  frequently  laid  on  by  the  King 
and  Council.     But  to  that  there  is  a  very  fliort  anfwer> 
viz.    that  there  is  an  exprefs   provifion  in  one  of  the 
adts   that  have  been    alluded   to,  the    12th  of  Charles 
the  Second,  allowing  the  King  by  Proclamation  to  pro- 
hibit the    exportation   of  gun-powder,  though  by  the 
fame  ad  the  exportation  of  it  is  permitted ;  which  is 
an  authority  in  point  againft,  inftead  of  being  one  for^ 
the —'s  argument.     And  this   exprefs  ftatute  provi- 
fion, as  to  gun-povvder,  to  avoid  doubts  upon   prero- 
gative powers,  even  in  fuch   a  cafe  as  that  of  warlike 
ftores,  proves  how  jealous  Parliament  is  of  a  difpenfmg 
power,   and    how   fcrupulous  Government  has  been   to 
reft   any   thing    upon  conftrudive   arguments   of  rtght^ 
or  cafes   of  neceffiiy^  to  judify  the  Crown's  interfering 
with  ads  of  Parliament. 

In    regard  to  the  authority  of   ads  of  Parliament, 

the  only  one   mentioned  by    the ,    I  think,  was 

that  converting  the  declaration  of  rights  into  a  bill,  and 
making  it  a  ftatute.  We  may  therefore  take  both  to- 
gether, the s  argument  being  founded   on  a  com- 

parifon  of  the  declaration  with  the  bill  or  ftatute,  and 

what  the is  pleafed  to  call   a  difference  between 

them,  as  if  the  bill  limited  and  reftrained  the  words  in 
the  declaration. 

They read  from   his  own  copy  the  firft  article  of 

the  declaration  of  rights,  prefented  to  the  Prince  and 
Princefs  of  Orange,  and  verbatim  recited  in  the  bill, 
or  ad  of  parliament.  The  words  of  the  article  are, 
*'  whereas  King  James,"  &c.  did  fo  and  io^  "  by  af- 
fuming  and  exercifing  a  power  of  difpenfmg  with,  and 
fufpending    laws,    and   the  execution   of    laws    without 

confent  of   parliament."     And   fays  the this  to 

be  fure   is  general,  and  would   leave   no  latitude,  but 
this   is  only  the  clai7n  as  put    in    by  the  fubjed,    and 
therefore  when  parliament  came  to  enad  upon  the   ar- 
ticle. 
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tide,  they  reftrained  it,  knowing  that  it  was  impoilible 
but  there  might  be  a  neceifity  for  the  Crown's  fufpend- 
ing  Tome  particular  afts  of  parliament,  during  the  recefs 
cf  parliament,     I   appeal   to  your —       if  this  was  not 

the s  reafoning   precifely,  and   his   very    words,  I 

marked  them  well,-  for  I  own  they  furprifed  me. 

And  the  —  next  reads  on  your the  fecond  ar- 
ticle of  the  bill,  in  the  ena6ling  part,  which  ftands- 
thus  (viz,  declared  by  parliament)  *'  that  the  pre- 
*'  tended  power  of  difpenfing  with  laws,  or  the  exe- 
'*  cution  of  laws  by  legal  authority,  as  it  has  been  af- 
"  fumed  and  exercifed  of  lat£^  is   illegal."     Henx:e  fays 

the it  is    clear   that  Parliament,  when  they  came 

to  make  the  ftatute,  would  not  deny  every  degree  or 
kind  of  a  difpenfing  power  in  the  Crown,  but  only  as 
exercifed  of  iate^  that  is  by  King  James.  I  confefs 
the    rcafonins;   ailonifbed    me,    and    I    think  it   could 

o  ...  .        ■ 

not  convince  y or  any  man   living,    if  the    thing 

refted   on    the   very  words  the has  read,   to  prove 

his  diflindiion  between  the  declaration  and  the  enadling 
bill. 

The  hiflory  of  thefe  words  as  exercifed  of  late  is 
well  known.  They  v.'ere  an  amendment  made  by 
the  Lords  to  the  bill  to  fave  fome  old  charters  and 
grants,  with  non-ohftantes :  And  to  fecure  againft  all 
difpenfations  whatever  v>^ith  ftatutes  in  time  to  come, 
there  is  a  claufe  in  the  end  of  the  a61:,  declaring  that 
no  difpenfation  hy  non-oh/iinanie  of,  or  to  any  ftatute, 
ihould  be  thereafter  allowed,  except  a  difpenfation  be 
allowed  in  fuch  ftatute.  But  what  was  the  difpenfing 
power  exercifed  of  late  by  King  James  ?  It  was  only 
<lifpcn{ing  With  penal  laws;  that  is,  a  remitting  or  dif- 
pe?2fing  with  penalties  inSi6led  by  a£l:  of  parliament  in 
certain  cafes  :  And  even  that  fort  of  difpenfation,  or  ex- 
crcife  of  the  difpenfing  povi^er  by  King  James,  is  con- 
demned by  the  Bill  of  Rights  as  illegal. 

Thefe  words  therefore  upon  which  the has  laid 

fo  much  ftrefs,  furniOi  one  particular  remark,  but  it  is 
moft  unfavourable  to  the  purpofe  for  which  he  has 
quoted  them.  Your—  will  have  prevented  me  in  it, 
by  recollecting  what  I  had  juft  now  mentioned.  For  tho' 
King  James  undertook  to  fnew,  by  the  means  of  his 
corrupt  judges,  that  a  pciver  in  the  King  to  difpenfs 
tvith  law  luas  law^  the  only  a6ls  of  parliament  upon 
which  he  made  his  ellay  of  the  difpenfaig  and  fufpcnd- 
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ng  power  were  the  penal  ftatutes  againfl  non-confor- 
mity :  from  which,  for  the  fake  of  the  Papifts,  he  gave 
a  general  exemption,  by  the  lump,  to  all  his  fubjedls. 
He  took  that  method,  becaufe  parh'ament  had  remon- 
ftrated  againft  his  difpenfmg  with  the  Teft-Af!:,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Roman'  Catholick  officers  he  employed  : 
And  the  language  which  the  parliament  held  in  that  re- 
monftrance  deferves  our  mcft  particular  notice.  They 
told  the  «Iing  "  that  the  confequences  of  dlfpcnfrng  with 
"  that  lav/,  without  an  a5i  of ,  parliament  vv^erc  of  the 
"  greateft  concern  to  the  rights  of  the  fuhjeSf^  and  to 
*'  all  the  laws"  ifcirig  James  fufpended  no  a(5ls  of  par- 
llament  befides  thefe  penal  laws ;  and  to  penal  laws  only 
did  the  judges  he  corrupted  extend  that  fliameful  opi- 
nion for  the  difpenfng  power,  which  they  gave  judi- 
cially in  a  particular  cafe;  an  opinion  grounded  upon 
fuch  notable  reafons  as  thefe,  "  that  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land were  the  King's  laws,  and  therefore  it  was  an  in- 
cident, infeparable  prerogative  of  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land, as  of  all  other  Sovereign  Princes,  to  difp erf evviih 
all  penal  laws;  and  that  it  was  not  a  trufl  inveiled  jo, 
or  granted  to  the  King,  but  the  antient  remains  of  the 
fovereign  pov/er  of  the  Kings  of  England,  which  ne- 
ver had  been  taken  from  them,  nor  could  be."  Yet 
for  difpenfmg  with  TivA  fuf pending  the{Q  penal  laws  on- 
ly, laws  that  in  fo  far  as  they  alieded  Proiefcant  Dif- 
fenters  were  truly  a  grievance,  and  therefore  v/ere  re- 
pealed after  the  Revolution,  did  the  eftates  of  this  king- 
dom dethrone  King  James  :  And  it  was  declared  in  the 
bill  of  Rights,  that  the  pretended  power  of  difpenfng 
v/ith  lavvs,  or  the  execution  of  laws  by  legal  authority, 
as  it  had  been  jG  aflumed  and  exercifed  of  late ^  was  ille- 
gal. "What  then  mull  we  think,  in  thefe  times,  of 
fuch  a  conilruciion,  as  is  now  held  out  of  the  bill  of 
rights,  which  attempts  to  invalidate  and  pervert  the 
Great  Charter  of  the  Revolution,  by  fetting  up,  as  a 
Prerogative  of  the  Crov/n,  a  right,  in  all  cafes  of  ne- 
ceffity^  to  difpenfe  with  all  laws,  touching  our  Liberty, 
and  our  Property? — a  right  to  which  in  thefe  inftances 
K.  James  the  lid,  with  his  mod  corrupt  judges,  never 
dared  to  afpire. 

But  my  wonder  is  not  confined  to  the  — s  con- 
ftrudion  or  interpretation  of  thefe  words.  ■  For  I  am 
utterly  at  a  lofs  to  underftand  how  the  —  got  at  the 
fecond  article  of  the  enabling-  bill,  v^iihout  reading  the 

VoL.VIL  P  firjl'. 
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jirjl ;  or  how  he  took  the  fecond  article  alone  of  the  bill 
for  the  whole  echo  of  the  firft  article  of  the  declaration  or 
claim  of  rights  recited  in  it,  as  the  preamble  of  the 
enading  part,  when  the  half  of  the  anfwer  to  the  firft 
article  of  the  Claim  or  declaration,  is  in  the  firft  arti- 
cle of  the  Bill.  But  however  the  —  may  ha-ve 
paft  over  that  firft  article  of  the  enading  part,  I  dare 
fay  it  is  not  out  cf  any  of  your  —  memory.  Hear 
the  words  of  it.  (Art.  i.  of  the  ena6^ing  bill) 
*'  Declare  that  the  pretended  ^ovJtt  o(  fufpendnig  of 
*'  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  regal  authority ^ 
*'  without  confent  of  parliament^  ts  illegal',"  the  very 
precife  letters  and  words  of  the  firft  article  of  the  de- 
claration, or  claim  of  rights,  only  leaving  out  the 
word  difpenfmg^  becaufe  that  it  is  made  an  article  by  it- 
felf  in  the  fecond  of  the  enacting  bill.  After  reading 
this  firft  article  of  the  enabling  part  of  the  bill,  1  cer- 
tainly need  not  afk  your  — ,  or  the  —  himfelf^ 
where   the  limitation  is,  in  that  article^  on  which  his 

—  has  founded   his   whole  argument  ?     Nor  will  the 

—  deny  that  the  firft  article  is  as  much  a  part  of 
the  Adi  of  Parliament  as  the  fecond*  Moft  undoubt- 
edly there  is  not  the  leaft  difference  between  the  Bill 
and  the  Claim  in  this  general^  unlimited  and  unreftrain- 
ed  pofition,  that  the  pretended  power  oi fufpending  of 
laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  regal  authorityj, 
without  confent  of  parliament,  is  illegal ;  every  word 
of  which  is  emphatical.  And  fo  parliament  in  the 
fame  bill  ena6ts,  '*  that  all  and  fingular  the  Rights 
*'  and  Liberties  ajferted  and  claimed  in  the  faid  declara-- 
*'  ticn^  are  the  true,  antient,  and  indubitable  Rights 
**  and  Liberties  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  and 
*'  fhali  be  fo  efteemed,  allowed,^  adjudged,  deemed, 
*'  and  taken  to  be;,  and  that  all  and  every  the  parti- 
*'  culars  aforefaid  fhall  be  firmly  and  ftri^tly  holden 
*'  and  obferved,  as  they  are  exprcfled  in  the  faid  decla^ 
*'  ration;  and  all  officers  and  minijlers  whatfoever  fhall 
*'  ferve  their  Majefties  and  their  fuccelTors  according 
*'  to  the  fame." 

The fays  it   is  a  narrow  and  illiberal  idea  that 

the  Crown  has  not,  or  ought  not  to  have,  a  power, 
for  the  publick  good,,  to  fufpend  an   zSt  of  parliament. 

I  do  not  know  what  the s  notions  of    liberality 

are,  or  how  liberal  his  own  ideas  may  be.  Extraordinary 
liberality  rsceivid^  may  beget  extravagant  returns,     Pro- 

fufioii: 
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fufion  in  giving  may  produce  vaft  compliance  in  yield- 
ing; and  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  them  the  more 
will  be  required.  A  great  authority  fays,  that  gifts 
blind  even  the  wife.  For  my  part  I  confefs,  I  have 
no  opinion  of  that  liberality  of  which  the  Conftitution 
is  the  fubjec^.  Of  the  Conftitution  no  man  can  be  too 
fparing  or  abftemious.  She  has  coft  much,  and  flie 
is  worth  all  that  fhe  has  coft,  and  without  it,  every 
thing  elfe  will  be  of  little  value.  I  hope  nothing 
fhall  ever  tempt  Y-—  to  be  liberal  fo  much  at  the 
expence  of  your  fellovz-fubjecSts.'  Slices  of  the  Con- 
ftitution, are  the  laft  thing  I  will  give  away,  nor  (hall 
I  confent  to  maim  it,  to  gratify  any  man,  or  to  juftify 
any  meafure. 

As  to  the  — s  queftion,  what  would  be  the  dif- 
trefs  on  many  occafions,  if  there  was  in  no  cafe  a 
power  in  the  Crown,  to  fufpend  an  a6l  of  parliament  £ 
After  the  words  of  the  Bill^  that  is  the  Statute  of  Rights^ 
which  1  have  quoted,  I  will  give  no  other  anfwer  than 
this,  that  they  exclude  totally,  abfolutely,  and  in  the 
moft  general  terms  pollible,  any  fuch  power :  And  I 
am  yet  to  learn  what  pofterior  ftatute  has  repealed  one 
article  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  or  vefted  in  the  Crown, 
or  the  Privy  Council  fuch  a  fort  of  Chancery  powers,  to 
fufpend  laws  and  ads  of  Parliament,  or  fuggeftions  of 
equity,  or  expediency,  for  the  fafety  or  relief  of  the  fub- 
je6l :  Nor  do  I  fee  that  fuch  an  alteration  would  be  an 
amendment  of  the  Conftitution,  I  think  it  would  deftroy 
it,  to  the  very  foundation. 

We  have  had  a  philofophical  argument  upon  Pre^ 
rogative,  to  prove  that  the  prohibition  in  queftion  was  a 
-iegal  Qxerc'ifQ  of  legal  Prerogative :  and  Air.  Locke's  au- 
thority has  been  quoted,  a  page  or  two  of  whofe  chapter 
on  Prerogative  the —  in  my  eye  has  read. 

Nobody  has  greater  refpevSl  for  Mr.  Locke's  writ- 
ings than  I  have;  yet  if  I  found  any  thing  in  them 
that  did  not  fquare  with  the  fettled  fundamentals  of  the 
Conftitution,  1  fhould  not  be  moved  by  him.  It  is 
highly  improper,  I  am  afraid,  to  enter  here  into  a  gene- 
ral difcuffion  of  Mr.  Locke's  ideas,  and  nothing  but  the 
deference,  I  will  add  the  juftice,  due  to  fo  venerable  » 
name,  would  have  made  me  go  into  this.  But  I  believe 
Mr.  Locke  and  I  do  not  at  all  differ,  and  I  think  he  is 
mifunderftood,  when  brought  as  an  authority  on  the  o- 
ther  fide.     It  is  not   doing  him  juftite;  for  furely  there 
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was  not  a  man  In  England  a  greater  enemy  to  the  dif. 
penfing  power  than  himfelf. 

Prerogative^  is  a  word  that  has  been  the  ccc^fion 
of  great  wranglings,  and  certainly  the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Stuart  undcrftood  by  it  arbitrary  power,  or  fome- 
thing  fo  very  near  it  as  not  to  be  diftinguifliable.  I  have 
a  very  fmiple  notion  of  it,  and  it  is  this,  that  Prerogative 
is  thatfhare  of  the  government  v^/hich,  by  the  ConlHtu- 
tion  is  vefted  in  the  King  alone.  Lord  Coke,  after  giving 
the  etymology  of  the  word  as  denominated  from  the  moft 
excellent  part,  becaufe  the  King  muft  be  firft  allied  be- 
fore any  lav/  is  made,  fays,  ''  the  Prerogative  compre- 
hends all  the  powers,  preeminences,  and  privileges  v^^hicli 
the  Law  giveth  to  the  Crown.  It  is  no  difiincS  or  fepa- 
rate  inheritance  in  the  Crov/n  oppofed  to  the  intered  of 
his  people.  .  It  is  a  trufi  ad  communem  toiius  populi  fdlutem^ 
juft  as  much  as  the  powers  of  Parliament  are.  Now  I 
can  never  conceive  the  prerogative  to  include  a  power  of 
any  fort  to  jujpcnd  or  aifpenfe  with  laws,  for  a  reafon  {o 
plain  that  it  cannot  be  o^'erlooked  unlefs  becaufe  it  is 
plain  J  and  that  is,  that  the  great  branch  of  the  preroga- 
tive is  the  executive  power  of  Government,  the  duty  of 
which  is  to  fee  to  the  execution  of  the  laws,  v/hich  can' 
never  be  done  by  difpenfing  v/ith  or fufpending  them. 

"When  Mr.  Locke  fpeaks  of  the  prerogative  as 
acling  fometi?nes  again  ft  lavj^  or  of  the  laws  themfelves  yield- 
ing to  the  executive^  it  is  far  from  his  meaning  that  the 
prerogative  or  executive  can  difpenfe  with  oi'  fufpend  laws- 
His  example  makes  it  clear,  viz.  that  of  pardoning  oiten- 
ders  Vv'here  the  law  condemns,  which  is  certainly  un- 
doubted prerogative.  There  the  lav/  yields,  not  in  its 
force  or  fubfiilence,  but  only  in  its  confequences,  and 
jn  a  particular  inftance  :  And  though  the  King  can  par- 
don, he  cannot  beforehand,  even  in  a  particular  inftancc^ 
difpenfe  with  the  law.  The  expreffion  of  a6i:Ing  againfi 
law^  is  perhaps  not  well  chofen,  but  it  is  evident  Mr. 
Locke  intended  to  cxprefs  no  more  than  this,  that  the 
Crov/n  can  by  pardon  (for  inflance)  prevent  that  -execu- 
tion which  the  law  v/ould  efFefl.  As  for  the  other  in^ 
{lance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Locke  of  the  \^\v  yielding,  viz, 
pulling  down  a  houfe  to  Hop  afire,  it  is  a  clear  inaccuracy: 
for  that  has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  withprerogative,  or 
even  v^ith  magiftracy,  no  more  than  the  throwin^^  goods 
overboard  to  keep  a  fhip  from  finking.  It  is  an  inflan- 
taneous  a^^l  of  felf-defence,  to  authorize  which  no  man 
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waits  for,  nor  needs  feek  the  order  of  a  magiflrate. 
Theyiz^  of  danger  which  is  vlfihle^  juftifies  it  in  law^ 
juft  as 'the  danger  of  a  fhip  juftifies  in  law  the  throwing 
goods  overboard  :  and  both  a6ls  are  legale  and  allowed 
by  all  the  laws  in  the  world.  No  body  ever  heard  or 
read  of  a  proclamation  or  edjdl  from  the  fovereign  to  pull 
down  a  houfe  in  the  midft  of  a  confiagration.  So  that  if 
Mr.  Locke's  whole  definition  of  Prerogative  is  taken  to- 
gether and  fairly  expounded  by  what  he  himfelf  fays,  it 
will  be  found  he  perfectly  agrees  with  what  other  found 
Conftitutionalifts  have  advanced,  that  "  Prerogative  is 
''  a  power  in  the  perfon  of  the  Sovereign,  to  command 
"  or  a6i  in  matters  not  repugnant  to  the  law,  or  for  which. 
*^  the  law  has  not  provided,  and  certain  a6ts  of  grace 
"  and  favour,  which  the  King  might  exercife  with  re- 
'^  gard  to  fome  particular  perfons,  provided  thefe  a6ls 
^'  were  not  very  prejudicial  to  the  reft  of  the  nation.'^ 
Let  Mr.  Locke  be  but  allowed  to  fpeak  in  his  own  words, 
and  no  error  can  be  drawn  from  them.  His  reafoning  in 
fupport  of  what  he  calls  the  law  yielding  to  prerogative  or 
the  executive  is  this,  "  Since  many  accidents  may  hap- 
*'  pen,  wherein  a  ftri£l  and  rigid  obfervatton  (he  fhould 
''  have  faid  execution)  of  the  laws  may  do  harm,  and  a 
''  man  may  come  fometinies  within  the  reach  of  the 
*'  law,  which  makes  no  diftinclion  of  perfons,  by  ani 
*^  adion  that  may  deferve  reward  and  pardon,  'tis  fit  the 
"  ruler  ihould  have  a  power  in  many  cafes  to  mitigate 
''  the  feverity  ofthelaw,  and  pardon  fome  olFenders." 

And  in  the  other  places  alluded  to,  where  he  fpeaks  of 
prerogative  ailing  againji  lazu^  he  reafons  thus,  "  For 
^.^  fince  in  fome  governments  the  law-making  power  is 
*'  not  always  in  being,  and  is  ufually  too  numerous,  and 
*'  too  flow  for  the  difpatch  requifite  to  execution  j  and 
"  becaufe  it  is  alfo  impoflible  to  forefee,  and  fo  by  laws 
*'  to  provide  for  all  accidents  and  neceiSties  that  may 
''  concern  the  public,  or  to  make  fuch  laws  as  will  do 
'-  no  harm,  if  they  are  executed  with  inflexible  rigour  on 
**  all  occafions,  and  upon  all  perfons  that  may  come  ia 
*'  their  way,  therefore  there  is  a  latitude  left  to  the  exe- 
*'  cutive  power,  to  do  many  things  bv  choice,  vjhich  the 
*'  laws  do  not  prefcribej"  Mark  the  laft  words  !  which  the 
law  does  72ot  prefer ibe.  He  does  not  fay  of  doing  things 
to  make  lavjs  of  no  force.  Nor  in  any  one  place  of  the 
book  does  he  fpeak  of  prerogative  as  having  a  power  to 
fjfpend  any  law.     On  the  contrary,  he.  largely  handles 
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the  power  of  pofitive  laws  over  the  prerogative  itfelf,  to 
declare  limitations  of  it ;  and  fhews  theabfurdity  of  call- 
ing fuch  limitations  encroachments  upon  the  prerogative  : 
And  he  is  very  clear  and  exprefs  "  that  the  legillature 
<'  is  the  fupreme  power  of  the  common  wealth,  and  that^ 
?'  no  edi£f  of  any  body  elfe^  in  ivhat  form  foever  con- 
*'  ceived^  or  by  what  power  foever  hacked^  can  have  the 
''  force  and  obligation  of  a/^zw,  which  has  not  its  fan61ion. 
*'  from  that  legillature  which  the  public  has  chofen  and 
*^  appointed,  and  that  no  obedience  is  due  but  ultimate- 
*'  ly  to  the y«^r^;w^  authority,  which  is  the   legillature." 

Any  author  may  be  mifunderftood  by  taking  detached 
pieces  of  his  writings,  and  that  only  can  render  Mr. 
Locke's  fenfe  of  this  mafeter  dark  or  obfcure  j  though  I 
do  not  think  he  is  always  nicely  corre6l  in  his  expreffion. 

For  one  inftance,  he  fays,  in  one  place,  that  ^'  the 
*'  fupreme  power  cannot  take  from  any  man  any  part  of 
*'  his  property  without  his  confent,  becaufe  the  end  of 
*'  government  is  to  fecure  property."  Yet  would  not 
any  man  be  juftly  laughed  at  to  produce  this  fentence 
from  Mr.  Locke,  to  prove  that  parliament  could  not  di- 
vert the  owners  of  the  property  of  the  houfes  which  the 
bank  has  thrown  down  in  Threadneedle-ftreet,  upon 
giving  thera  a  compenfation  ?  Mr.  Locke  knew  better 
than  to  doubt  it;  though  that  fingle  fentence,  if  it  flood 
by  itfelf,  might  import  a  contrary  opinion. 

A  great  deal  has  been  faid  oh  this  occafion  by 
the  —  who  has  quoted  Mr,  Locke,  upon  a  few  other 
"words  of  that  great  author,  where  he  fays,  that  "  if 
*'  there  comes  to  be  a  queftion  betv/een  the  executive 
*'  povs^er  and  the  people,  about  a  thing  claimed  as  a  pre- 
*'  rogative,  tht  tendency  of  the  exercife  of  fuch  a  preroga- 
*'  tive  to  the  good  or  hurt  of  the  people  will  eafily  decide 
*'  that  queftion."  And  the  argument  drawn  from  thefe 
words  is  to  fhew  that  the  tendency  of  the  embargo  in  quef- 
tion, to  t\\Q  good^  and  not  to  the  hurt  of  the  people,  muft 
decide  for  the  legality  of  the  meafure,  as  an  exercife  of 
legal  prerogative.  But  I  muft  fay  there  never  was,  in 
my  poor  apprehenfion,  an  argument  founded  in  a  greater 
miftake,  or  an  author  more  unfeafonably  cited. 

Mr.  Locke  is  not  here  fpeaking  of  the  tendency 
of  a  lingle  a6l  done  in  exercife  of  a  right  of  prerogative, 
as  a  rule  to  decide  the  legality  of  that  particular  a<Sl :  he 
fpeaks,  (and  his  words  are  plain)  of  the  tendency,  that 
ib^  the  general  tendency  of  the  exercife  of  a   power   or 

thing. 
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titng  claimed  as  a  prerogative^  as  a  rule  by  which  tlic 
queftlon  may  be  decided,  whether  that  power  or  thing  claim- 
ed as  a  prerogative,  be  really  a  legal  prerogative,  or  only  an 
ufurpation.  And  moft  undoubtedly  it  may  be  a  fafe  rule  of 
decifio.n.  It  is  upon  that  very  rule  that  I,  and  I  truft 
every  Englifhman  in  his  fenfes  does,  and  for  ever  will  de- 
cide, that  2,  fufpending  power  Is  not,  cannct  be  a  legal  pre- 
rogative, in  any  circumftances,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatfocver,  becaufe  the  tendency -of  the  exercife  of  fuch 
a  prerogative  is  deftru^live  to  the  Conftitution.  I  fay 
the  tendency  of  the  exercife,:  for  it  tends  to  render  a6ts  of  par- 
liament uncertain,  and  to  b.ring  paiitive  law  under  the 
difcretion,  that  is  the  pleafure  of  the  Crown,  and  con- 
fequently  to  fet  the  whole  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
fubje^  afloat,  fo  that  no  man  can  for  a  moment  be  fure 
of  the  law,  though  it  is  his  inheritance  and  birth  rights 
Then  indeed  it  would  be  vis  menfura  juris^ 

Far  therefore,  am  I  from  differing  with  Mr^ 
X^ocke,  in  what  he  fays  in  the  words  quoted.  I  find  my- 
felf  at  full  liberty  to  exprefs  my  approbation  of  his  reafon- 
ing.  I  ado,pt  his  rule  of  deciiion  of  that  great  queilion, 
■whether  a  thing  claimed  as  a  prerogative,  be,  or  ought 
to  be  one.  And  \  alfo  heartfily  concur  with  Mr.  Locke's 
fentiments  in  the  only  other  quotation  that  has  been  read 
from  him,  *'  that  when  that  great  queftion  does  arife, 
«'  (and  it  muft  be  the  greateft  of  misfortunes  when  it 
''  does)  between  an  executive  and  a  legiflative  power, 
^'  conftituted  as  ours  are,  there  is  no  judge  on  earth  to 
*'  decide  it;  and  therefore  the  only  remedy  is  the  appeal 
<'  to  Heaven,  that  is^  to  the  fword."  On  that  principle  do 
I  appove  and  jufti.fy  the  con^u61:  of  thofe  great  and  brave 
men,  who  maintained  our  Liberties  at  the  expence  of  their 
lives.  They£rft  contended  for  them, in  parliament,  by  force 
of  reafon,  and  particularly  againft  the  difpenfing povjer  of 
the  Crown  ;  and  when  the  obflinacy  of  unhappy  princes, 
enflaved  with  the  notions  of  arbitrary  power,  which 
they  called  Prerogative,  left  no  other  option  but  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  ufurpation  of  the  Crown,  or  to  light,  they 
drew  their  fwords,  and  Heaven,  to  which  they  appealed, 
propitious  to  Englifh  Liberty,  juftified  their  caufe,  and 
crowned  it  with  fuccefs.  In  that  extremity  it  was  their 
fight,  their  undoubted  right,  upon  the  do6trine  of  legal 
jreliilance,  which  is  incorporated  in  this  Conftitution,  to 
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take-the  field  agalnft  the  princes  who  were  the  enemies 
of  their  people,  the  oppreiTors  of  their  Liberties.  For 
as  Mr.  Locke  truly  fays,  in.  the  forcible  expreffions  that 

have  been  read  by  the ,   "  The  people  have   by  a 

"  law  antecedent,  and  paramount  to  all  pofitive  laws  of 
«*  men,  referved  that  ultimate  determination  to  them- 
"  felves,  v/hich  belongs  to  all  mankind,  v/hen  their  lies 
''  no  appeal  on  earth,  viz.  to  make  their  appeal  to  Hea- 
"  ven  :  and  this  judgment  they  cannot  part  with."  That, 
(toufethe  Marquis  of  Halifax's  words,  a  little,  and  but 
a  very  little  differently  applied)  "  is  the  hidden  power  in 
*>  this  Conftituticn,  which  would  be  loil  if  it  was  defined; 
*'  a  certain  myftery,  by  virtue  of  which  a  nation  may 
*'  at  fome  critical  times,  be  (as  ours  has  been)  fecured 
*'  from  ruin  :  but  then  it  muft  be  kept  as  a  myftery  : 
*^  it  is  rendered  ufelefs,  when  touched  by  unfkilful 
'*  hands  ;  and  no  people  ever  had,  or  deferved  to  have 
"  that  power,  which  was  fo  unwary  as  to  anticipate  their 
«'  claim  to  h." 

I  think  I  might  with  great  fafety  to  the  queftion 
before  us,  leave  the  authority  of  Mr.  Locke,  without 
any  apprehenfion  of  the  leaf!:  impreffion  from  it.  But 
^  as  the  doctrine  of  tp.ndency  has  been  brought  on  the  car- 
pet, I  cannot  difmifs  it  vrithout  a  few  words  more  ;  be- 
caufe  I  think  it  is  of  importance  that  it  fhould  be  ftated 
upon  its  true  grounds;  and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  it 
very  iliOitiy. 

I  admit,  as  in  this  very  cafe  before  us,  [the  necejjlty 
being  allovjed)  that  a  power  v^'hich  is  not  a  legal  prero- 
gative, may  be  exercifed  for  the  good  of  the  people: 
2i.vi^  fo  I  will  allow  tooj  that  the  moft  legal  prerogative 
that  exifts  may  be  exercifed  to  the  hurt  of  the  people. 
But  as  the  hurtful  exercife  of  a  legal  prerogative,  in  a 
particular  inftance,  will  not  make  the  prerogative  fo 
hurtfully  exercifed,  ceafe  to  be  a  legal  prerogative,  or 
prove  that  the  general  tendency  of  fuch  a  prerogative  is 
to  the  hurt  of  the  people,  and  therefore  that  ^t  ought 
not  to  be  a  prerogative  ;  fo  neither  will  a  beneficial  ex- 
ercife, in  a  particd^ir  inilance,  of  an  illegal  or  ufurped 
Prerop;ative/  change  its  nature  and  general  tendency, 
fo  as  to  decide  that  it  is  or  ought  to  be  a  legal  prero- 
gative." ■ 

I  v/ill  explain  myfelf,  though  I  hardly  think  it  ne- 
ceiTary,  by  examples.  It  is  the  undoubted  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crovvnj  to  declare  war,  make   peace,  and 

treaties^ 
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treaties,  to  create  peers,  and  to  pardon  offenders.  And 
the  general  tendency  of  the  exercife  of  all  thefe  preroga- 
tives is  for  the  good,  and  not  for  the  hurt  of  the  people. 
The  Conftitution  has  therefore  vefted  thefe  powers  in  the 
Crown,  and  they  are  legal  prerogative.  But  who  will 
deny  that  any  one  of  thefe  prerogatives  may  be  impro- 
perly and  hurtfuUy  exercifed  ?  If  they  are,  the  advifers 
of  the  Crown  are  refponfible,  though  the  power  exer- 
cifed is  legal,  and  the  a6ls  valid.  As  the  —  and  — 
on  the  crofs  bench  truly  faid,  when  the  King  makes 
war,  it  is  war  to  all  its  confequences,  however  impro- 
perly the  Crown  may  have  beeen  advifed  in  taking  the 
meafure;  and  fo  of  the  reft.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a 
fufpejidlng  power  were  exercifed  in  an  inftance  never  fo 
beneficial,  the  power  is  not  a  legal ,  prerogative,  and  is 
not  to  be  endured,  becaufe  of  its  dangerous  tendency. 
Neverthelefs,  the  particular  a6i:  done,  under  colour  or 
pretence  of  fuch  a  power,  if  in  itfelf  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people,  will  not  ceafe  to  be  fo,  however  illegal 
the  power  to  do  the  a6l  may  be.  Let  me  only  juft  afk, 
as  it  comes  in  my  way,  and  may  in  fome  refpecls  be  par- 
ticularly applicable  to  the  cafe  of  the  embargo  under 
confideration — Could  the  Crgwn  now  legally  create  a  fo- 
reigner a  peer,  becaufe  it  is  the  general  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  to  make  peers,  when  the  acl  of  fettlement 
has  in  that  particular  inftance,  reftrained  the  general 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  ?  Certainly  not.  And  for 
the  fame  reafon,  even  fuppofing  it  to  have  been  at  any 
time  an  inherent  pov/er  in  the  Crown  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  Corn,  the  Crown  cannot  now  do  it,  as 
pofitive  ftatute  has  clearly  divefted  the  Crown  of  the 
power. 

What  I  have  faid  is,  I  think,  fuiHcient  to  fhew,  that 
Mr.  Locke  is  very  much  mifunderftood  and  mifapplied, 
in  the  words  laft  referred  to,'  which  have  been  much  in- 
fift'ed  upon,  when  they  are  produced  as  an  authority  to 
prove,  that  the  tendency  of  the  embargo  to  the  good 
of  the  people,  is  the  rule  for  deciding  if  it  is  an  exer- 
cife of  a  legal  Prerogative  or  not.  I  will  even  venture 
to  fay,  Mr.  Locke's  v/ords  are  a  clear  authority  upon 
iny  fide,  to  prove,  as  far  as  the  reafoning  and  opinion 
of  that  great  writer  can  do  it,  that  the  dlfpenfing  or 
fufpending  power.  Which  is  the  only  thing  that  can  be 
named   as   a  Prerogative,  under  or  by  virtue  of  which 

th^ 
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the  embargo  is  laid,  is  not,  and  cannot  be  a  Preroga- 
tive. 

I  will  however  go  yet  a  ftep  farther,  and  I  hope 
J  fliall  fatisfy  y — ,  that  the  ufe  made  of  this  autho- 
rity of  Mr.   Locke,  taken  as  the  has  ftated  and 

,  -explained  it,  even  upon  his  own   argument,  is  as  dant 

gerous  and  unfaEisfa6tory  as  any  thing  can  be.  For 
—  fuppofe  for  once,  it  was  the  tendency  of  a  par- 
ticular ait  that  was  to  decide  for  or  againft  the  legality 
of  that  adl:,  as  an  exercife  of  a  legal  Prerogative,  I 
only  afk,  what  would  be  a  more  uncertain  or  dange- 
rous rule  of  decifion,  with  regard  to  the  fufpenflon  of 
an  zS:  of  Parliament  by  the  Crown,  if  the  decifion  is 
to  be  with  the  Crown  ;  and  with  the  Crown  it  muft  be, 
when  the  fufpenfion  is  to  be  the  a6l  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
confequently,  according  to  the  argument,  the  legality 
of  the  a61:  to  depend  upon  the  Crov^rn's  decifion  ?  1  fay, 
what  more  uncertain  or  dangerous  rule  of  decifion  ?  I 
do  not  fay  but  a  cafe  may  be  put,  fo  ftrong,  that  there 
cannot  among  men  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  tendency  of  a 
particular  a6i:  of  fufpenfion,  as  in  the  very  inftance  of 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn,  when  famine  \$ 
flaring  you  in  the  face;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Crown 
would  decide  juft  as  every  other  perfon  would.  J^t  the 
fame  time,  one  may  affirm,  that  even  that  cafe  is  not 
fuch  an  one  as  will  always  admit  of  an  abfolute  mathe- 
matical certainty ;  for  men  maybe,  and  they  often  are, 
divided  in  opinion  as  to  the  appearances  of  fcarcity, 
whether  real  or  not,  and  to  what  degree;  ^nd  confe- 
<juent]y  whether  it  is  fit  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
corn  or  not.  But  fiippofing  that  to  be  one  clear  cafe, 
I  afk,  how  many  more  clear  ones  can  be  mentioned  ? 
And  I  am  intitled  to  afk  the  queflrion,  becaufe  if  a  powd- 
er in  the  Crown  to  difpenfe  with  an  a6l  of  Parliament, 
for  the  good  of  the  people,  is  the  foundation  of  pror 
hibiting  exportation,  fuppofing  exportation  to  be  au- 
thorized by  a6l  of  Parliament,  the  fame  difpenfmg  power 
may  be  exercifed  as  to  other  a6ls  of  Parliament,  on  the 
like  ground  of  the  good  of  the  people  ;  and  fo  muf| 
extend  to  the  whole  ftatute  book.  Now  —i-,  how 
many  cafes  are  there,  in  which  all  mankind  would,  to 
a  man,  be  agreed,  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  peo- 
ple to  fufpend  any  one  particular  aft  of  Parliarnent  f 
What  adt  is  it,  that  if  a  queftion  of  Repeal  were 
in    Parliament,  — .    and    t  — -  o  —  h  — r  e  mighi: 
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not  be  divided  in  opinion  about?  fome  thinking  it  of  a 
tendency  for  the  good  of  the  people,  others  thinking  the 
contrary,  and  the  people  without  doors  alfo  divided  in 
opinion.  Would  it  then  be  a  fafe  rule  to  make  any  one 
a6l  of  Parliament,  in  the  general  vieiu  of  things^  depend  on 
the  decifion  of  the  Crown,  for  z  Jufpenfion^  be  it  never  {o 
Ihort,  which  is  nothing  elCc  than  a  temporary  repeal? —  - 
Or  is  that  a  rule,  upon  which  to  reft  or  truft  the  decifion 
of  the  Legality  of  any  particular  ail;  of  a  fufpending  power 
exercifed  by  the  Crown  ?  I  will  not,  I  need  not,  lengthen 
the  argument.  It  is  clear  nothing  could  be  a  more  dan- 
gerous, uncertain,  and  arbitrary  rule  :  nothing  fo  natu- 
rally tending  to  found  a  defpotic  power  in  the  Crown 
over  adrs  of  Parliament.  4-nd  therefore  nothing  can  be 
fo  fallacious  or  mifapplied  an  argument,  as  that  drawn 
from  Mr.  Locke,  explaining  his  words  in  fuch  a  ^tniQ, 
His  rule  would  not  apply  :  it  could  riot  even  to  particular 
aits  or  exercifes  of  any  power  or  prerogative.  He  did 
not  intend  fo  to  apply  it.  As  a  rule  with  regard  to  one 
or  another  general  power  claimed  as  a  prerogative,  it  is  a 
found  and  fafe  one  ;  and  he  applies  it  no  otherwife  him- 
felf :  But,  as  I  faid,  it  is  not  only  foreign  to  the  purpofe, 
as  it  has  been  applied  in  the  argument,  but  it  is  clearly 
againft  the  thing  contended  for  by  thofe  who  do  apply,  or 
rather  mifapply  it  in  that  manner. 

One    fingle  remark    I    muft  be   allowed    to    make- 
before    I    clofe    my    obfervations    upon    Mr.     Locke's 

authority.     The  lait  f-< n  of  P 1  (tx.  out  with  the 

wildeft  dodlrines,  extracted  piecemeal  from  the  fame  Mr. 
Locke,  in  favour  of  Liberty ;  of  Liberty  run  mad  with 
notions   extravagant^    ridiculous,    exploded,    and    thanic 

God  !  by  the  whole  legiflature  condemned.     This  f n 

begins  v-'ith  dodrines  again  extracted  alfo  piecer^eal  by 
the  fame  perfons,  from  the  fame  author,  trumpeting  forth 
a  tone  of  tyranny,  more  hateful,  and  more  dangerous, 
becaufe  more  extenfive,  than  any  promulgated  in  the 
worft  reign  of  the  worft  of  the  Stewarts.  1  hope,  thefe 
will  meet  with  the  fame  contempt  as  the  others  did.  In- 
dignation is  the  due  of  both. 

After  all what  is  this  old  and  f^ale  argu- 
ment now  revived,  as  to  the  tendency  of  the  exercifc 
of  a  prerogative  for  the  good^  and  not  for  the  hurt  of  the 
people?  What  is  it,  I  fav,  taking  things  on  a  general 
view,  but  the  exploded  argument  of  w<frt;^//y  repeated  in 
Other  words  I  The  wildeft  bigot  to  Prerogative,  or  ab^ 
5  ^olut^ 
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folute  Power,  (if  I  may  imitate  the  enthufiafm  of  the 

■  and — -'s  expreffion  who  fpoke  of  the 

wildeft  zealots  for  Liberty)  I  fay,  the  wildeft  bigot  to  Pre- 
rogative never  pretended,  that  any  Prerogative  whatever, 
the  difpsnjing  power  itfelf,  could  or  ought  to  be  exercifed, 
but  for  the  good  of  the  people ;  the  Prince  indeed  alwavs 
being  judge  of  that,  liven  Manwaririg  and  Sibthorp. 
tbemfeives  would  not  have  faid  otherwife;  —  thofe 
monfters  of  men,  who  proftituted  the  pulpit,  to  preach 
the  impious  and  nonfenfical  doctrines,  ^^  tliat  if  Princes 
*'  commanded  things  againfl  the  laws  of  God  or  of  na- 
ture, or  impoffible,  yet  fubje61s  were  bound  to  undergo 
the  puniOinient,  without  refifting,  railing,  or  reviling. 

And    that   the  King   is   not   bound  to  obferve  the 

laws  of  the  realm   concerning   the  fubjects"  rights   and 
liberties ,  but    that  his  royal  will,    in  impoimg  taxes 
*'  wirhout   confent    of   Parliament,    bound   the   fubjefis 
^'  confcience,  upon  pain  of  eternal  damnation:''—— 
Even  thefe  men,  and  their  flupid  do6trines,  fuppofe  that 
"what  was   done  by   the  Prince  ihould  be   for  the  public 
good;  and  that  what  was  not  fo,  was  in  itfelf  wrong  ;   as 
certainly  what  is  againft  the  lav/s  of  God  or  of  nature  mull 
be  ;  and  therefore,  as  they  admit,  could  not  in  confcience 
be  aSlively   obeyed,  for  which  reafon   they  wickedly  an4 
fenfelefsly  fay  they  ought  to'  be  obeyed  pajjively^  by   fuf- 
fering  punifliment.     But  did  not  every  Prince  who  exer- 
cifed  the  difpenfing   or  difahling  power,  pretend   that  he 
did  it  for  the'good' of  the  people,  and  that  the  particular 
a£i:s  by  which  it   was  exercifed  were  for   the  bcfl  ends  \. 
Look  at  James  the  lid's  declarations   for  liberty  of  con- 
fcience.    What  more  fpecious  pretences  could  be  devifed 
than  are  mentioned  in  thofe  a^ts  of  the  difpenfing  power  ? 
'^  To  unite  the  hearts  and  affedl ions  of  his  fubjecls  to 
*'  God  in  religion,  to  him  in  loyalty,  and  to  their  neigh- 
*^  hours  in  chriftian  love  and  charity."     For  thefe  great 
«'  and  good  purpofes,    "  he  thought  fit,  by  his  fovereign 
«'  authority^  Prerogative  royal  and.  qbfoluie  power ^  v^hic.h 
^^  all  his  fiibjefe  were  to  obey,  without  referve,  to  grant 
''  his   royal  Toleration."     And  for  that  purpcfe,  ''  Vv'ith 
*•*   the  confent  of  his  privy  council,   by  his  fovereign  au- 
^'  thoriiy^  Prerogative  royal^  and  ahjoluie  power^  h^  fzif" 
*'  pends^JIops^  and  difables  all  laws  or  ads  of  Parliament 
"  made  or  executed  ;".    and   fo  forth.     Thefe   are  the 
woiGs  ufed  in  one,  and  they  are  only  a  little  foftened,  but 
4        ■'  '  W^. 
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not  fubflaiitially  varied,  in  another  of  the  Declarations  of 
this  fort. 

Part  of  that  fanxe  very  illegal  zQ:  of  the  difpenfing 
pov/er,  the  declaration  in  favour  of  liberty  of  con- 
Icience,  unqueftionably  Vv'as,  in  its  tendency,  for  the 
good  of  the  people.  The  firfl  part  of  it,  artfully  intro- 
duced to  colour  all  the  reil,  is  a  toleration  to  proteitant 
diffenters,  exempting  them  from  the  alfurd  penalties  of 
nonconformity.  But  did  that  tendency  of  the  exercife 
make  either  the  particular  exercife,  or  the  pretended  Pie- 
rogative  exercifed,  legal  ?  No.  It  v/as  equally  an  cjier- 
cife  of  the  difpmfing  power,  and  confequently  equally  ;'/- 
legal  in  favour  of  proteftant  dilTenters  as  of  papifi;£,  though 
the  tendency  v/as  very  different  in  regard  to  the  two. 
And  accordingly  when  government  came  to  itfelf,  and 
was  upon  a  right  foot,  one  of  the  firft  a(B:s  pafied  after 
the  Revolution  was,  for  exem.pting  proteflant  difienttrs 
from  the  penalties  of  thofe  grievous  laws  that  affected 
them.  The  preamble  of  the  a£i:  adopts  the  very  motives 
with  which  K.  James  gave  a  colour  to  his  declaration  5 
and  the  a(5l  itfeif  is  the  beil  proof  in  the  world,  if  the 
fa6l:  T,^^(itd.  one,  that  the  tendency  of  K.  James's  exercife 
of  the  illegally  affumed  power,  was  fo  far  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  Yet  that  very  a6l:  of  K.  James  was  one  of 
thofe  that  coil  him  his  Crown,  and,  as  I  have  faid  before,, 
ftands  the  very  point  condemned  by  the  fecond  article  of 
the  bill  of  rights,  as  exercifed  of  late^  without  any  diPcinc- 
tion  as  to  the  tendency  of  any  part  of  it ;  though  the  po- 
ilerior  a£l  of  exemption  manii'efls  the  opinion  of  parlia- 
ment that  one  part  of  it  tended  to  the  good  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  difference  is  this  :  the  a6t  of  Parliament  W£s 
the  conftitutional  relief  from  the  grievance ;  the  a6l  of 
K.  James,  let  its  tendency,  in  any  part,  be  v/hat  it 
would,  was,  in  the  whole  of  it,  the  exercife  of  an  un- 
conflitutional  and  ufurped  power,  againfl  lav/,  and  in  its 
tendency  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  there  is  not  any  one  no- 
tion more  exploded,  and  more  condemned  by  the 
flatute  book  than  that  notion  of  the  tendency  of  a5:«  for 
the  public  good  being  fufficient  to  make  them  legal  :  and 
indeed  it  is  one  of  the  wildeft  notions  that  ever  entered 
the  mind  of  man  ;  for  it  goes  to  cut  up  all  government  by 
the  roots,  and  to  make  every  man  a  judge  and  lawgiver 
for  himfelf.  I  might  have  h\d^  that  it  is  condemned  and 
exploded  by  all  morality  and  found  divinity  ;  avowed  and 

profeffed 
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profefTed  only  by  Jefuits,  and  fuch  diabolical  cafuifts. 
But  I  fay,  look  only  to  the  ftatute  book.  What  is  the 
language  of  all  your  a£ts  of  indemnity,  pafTed  upon  great 
Qccafions  ?  I  need  not  mention  thofe  in  our  own  memory, 
pafTed  after  the  rebellions  1745  and  17 15.  on  purpofe  to 
indemnify  thofe  who  had  done  a6\s  for  the  public  fervice 
againft  law,  and  that  could  not  be  juflified  by  law,  as  the 

flile  of  thefe  ftatutes  runs.     Let  me  only  refer  your 

to  one  of  the  firft  a6ts  palTed  after  the  Revolution,  the  a6i 
for  preventing  vexatious  fuits  agatnji  fuch  as  a£ied  in  order 
to  bring  in  their  majefties^  or  for  their  fervice.  What  does 
it  fay  \  "  Whereas  about  the  time  of  his  majefty's  glo- 
*'  Rious  enterprize  for  delivering  this  kingdom  from 
*'  popery  and  arbitrary  power,  and  in  aid  and  purfuance 
*'  of  the  fame,  divers  lords,  gentlemen,  and  other  good 
*'«  people,  well  affeded  to  their  country,  did  a(Sf,  Uzi 
•^  in  which  proceedings,  fome  force,  &c.  were  unavoid- 
*'  able,  which  in  a  time  of  common  peace  and  fafety, 
*'  would  not  have  been  warrantable  :  and  alfo  lince  their 
*'  Majefties  happy  acceilion  to  the  crown,  by  reafon  of 
*'  the  wars  and  troubles  raifed  and  occafioned  by  the  ene- 
*'  mies  of  their  majefties  and  this  kingdom,  divers  like 
*«  matters  and  things  have  been  done;  all  which  were 
*'  neceffary  and  allowable^  in  regard  to  the  exigence  of 
*'  public  affairs,  and  ought  to  ht  juftified^  and  the  parties 
*'  concerned  therein  indemnified,"  &c. 

Surely, ^  if  ever  there  were  acSls  that  tend- 
ed to  the  good  of  the  people,  thefe  mentioned  in  this  a(5i: 

were  ; ads  to  refcue  the  kingdom,  its  religion  and 

lav/s,  from  ruin  and  deftrudlion  ;— and  done  at  a  time, 
of  all  others,  when  no  law  could  be  faid  to  be  in  force, 
but  the  law  of  nature,  which  ftimulated  and  juftified 
"what  was  done,  the  government  being  totally  diflblved  ; 
fo  that  one  might  fay  there  exifted  no  law  of  the  land 
to  be  tranfgrelTed,  or  that  could  be  a  ground  of  a£tion 
or  charge,  as  where  there  is  no  law  there  can  be  no  tranf- 
greffion.  Yet  even  for  fuch  a<Sts  done,  acis  neceffary  and 
allowable,  as  the  ftatute  fpeaks,  and  done  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  fufpenfion  in  fa5l  of  all  the  laws  in  the 
kingdom,  did  thefe  faviours  of  their  country  take  and  pafs 
to  themfelves  an  indemnity  ?  They  loved  the  conftitu- 
tion  they  had  faved  fo  much,  that  they  would  not  fuffer 
the  very  a^l  of  faving  it  to  have  the  appearance  of 
giving  it  a  wound.  And  though  thefe  were  the  acSIs  of 
fubje6ts,  it  makes  no  manner  of  diiFerence ;   for  i  do 

maintaina 
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maintain,  that  in  law,  and  legal  and  conftitutional  lan- 
guage, the  Crown  has  no  more  right  to  fufpend  a6^s  of* 
Parliament,  or  to  a6i:  againft  them,  than  any  fubje^l  ^ 
becaufe,  as  I  faid  before,  the  one  is  not  more  than  the 
other  the  legiflature.  This  however  is  a  dill:in(Slion  to- 
tally immaterial,  becaufe  according  to  this  Conftitution, 
there  can  be  no  a6l  of  the  Crown,  but  fome  fubjedl  is  re- 
fponfible  for  it  as  the  advifer :  and  in  the  matter  before  us, 
the  lords  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council  ftate  themfelves, 
Juftly,  as  anfwerable  to  Parliament  for  the  2<St  they  ad- 
vifed.  Over  and  above  all  which  I  might  add,  that  the 
cafe  I  have  referred  to  was  the  flrongeft  and  moft  favour- 
able that  could  be;  for  if  it  was  not  the  Crown  which 
did  the  a6ls  indemnified,  it  was  not  one  or  2.  few  fubjed:s^ 
but  the  whole  people  and  Parliament  \i{Q\i  that  were  tlie 
atSlors  y  and  had  not  the  caution  for  the  fafety  of  the  con- 
Ititution  been  great,  in  proportix)n  to  the  zeal  that  had 
juft  redeemed  it,  men  might  have  thought,  with  good 
reafon,  that  the  very  2(51  of  Revolution,  and  the  ftatute 
that  placed  the  Crown  on  William  and  Mary's  heads, 
were  fufficient  to  juftify  tvQvy  part  of  the  work,  as  well 
as  the  beft  proof  of  the  tendency  of  every  thing  done  in- 
aid  and  purfuance  of  it. 

• There  were  other  adis  in  the  reign  of  Williani 

and  Mary,  of  the  fame  tenor  and  cfFe61:  with  that  I  have 
quoted,  particularly  in  i6go  and  1692,  on  occafion  of 
threatened  invafions.  I  only  mention  them  becaufe  the 
perfons  firft  named  as  the  a<5i:ors  in  the  things  thereby 
juftified  and  indemnified,  are  the  lords  and  others  of  the 
Privy  Council,  and  the  chief  a 61  done  againft  the  law, 
was  the  caufing  the  militia  to  be  raifed  otherivife  than  as 
authorized  by  the  a6is  of  Charles  the  Second,  which  were 
not  more  facred  than  the  acSIs  of  the  fame  reign,  permit- 
ting the  exportation  of  corn.  The  Privy  Counfellors, 
even  of  thofe  days,  were  not  fhy  to  acknowledge  on  the 
records  of  Parliament,  that  they  had  a(5led  againft  law 
and  againft  acSts  of  Parliament,  though  the  a6ls  they  had 
done  were  neceffary  and  for  the  ^uhlic  good ,  nor  did  they 
defpife  and  refufe  an  indemnity,  but  accepted  it  to  trans- 
mit it  to  pofterity  as  a  fafeguard  of  the  conftitution,  that 
in  future  times  no  evil  might  come  to  it,  from  a  prece- 
dent of  the  higheft  neceiTity,  and  moft  important  fervice 
to  the  country  ;  becaufe  they  knew,  as  we  do,  ornnia 
mala  exempla  a  bonis  orta  funt.  His  prefent  Majefty's 
Minifters  are  alhamed  or  afraid  to  own  that  an  adb  they 

advifed 
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advlfed  was  not  legal,  though  they  fay  it  Wa§  fieceffary, 
and  all  agree  with  them,  that  from  various  negleds  and 
criminal  blunders,  it  was  at  the  time  become  To  necefiary 
2s  to  be  unavoidable.  Rather  than  own  a  breach  of  the 
law,  even  a  nccejfary  one,  that  ought  to  be  juftified,  they 
will  defend  the  act  done  as  flridly  legal,  at  the  expence 
of  maintaining  a  degree  oF  the  difpenfmg  power :  1  fay  a 
degree^  for  i  will  not  make  it  worfe  than  they  do  them- 
felves — They  are  fo  much  more  delicate  or  infallible  than 
King  V/riliam's  Minilters  and  Privy  Counfellors,  that 
they    are  affronted     with  the   offer    of    an    indemnity  : 

and  one  -■ — —  fays,  tlmeo  Danaos  et  dona  f event es,     I 

believe  it.  All  miniflers,  when  they  are  in  the  wrong, 
are  afraid,  efpeciaily  of  thcfe  that  are  able  to  fliew  their 
error,  and  by  offering  a  plaifter  difcover  the  fore.  I  truly 
believe  they  are  afraid,  for  the  fame  reafon  as  the  Trojans 
dreaded  their  enem'ies,  and  fufpecSted   their   gifts,  tliat  is, 

left  the  city  fiould  be  fur  prized  and  taken.     But 

the  fall  of  fifty  miniflers,  or  fifty  fuccefKons  of  them,  if 
the  greateft  that  ever  v/ere,  is  not  to  be  compared  with 
one  thruit  at  the  Conf^itution,  let  the  inflrument  be  never 
fo  harmlefs  or  the  intention  never  fo  innocent :  for  fhe 
■  ,  may  be  wounded  even  in  the  houfe  cf  her  friends^  and  alta 

Jedent  civilis  vulnera  dextrcu.  If  the  —  —  is  afraid  of 
thcfe  who  prefer  gifts,  I  will  be  jealous  of  thofe  who  re- 
fufe  fuch  as  are  now  tendered,  and  refufe  them  on  fu ch 
grounds  as  I  have  , heard  this  day,  in  my  opinion,  dan- 
gerous in  the  laft  degree  to  the  Ccnftitution  ;  and  only  fo 
much  the  more  fo  that  ihey  are  the  arguments  of  her  once 
moil  zealous  friends,  to  whofe  pail:  fervices  I  will  confent 
to  give  any  rev!;ard  but  that  of  wounding  the  Conflitution 
further  ;  one  hair  of  the  head  of  which  I  would  not  have 
hurt  for  all  Miniflers,  or  any  prime  Minifier  on  earth. 

The -—  who  founded  fo  much  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  IMr.  Locke,  in  his  fecond  fpeech,  has  taken   up 

fome    time    to  jullify   the  argument   of  the 

v.'ho  fits  near  him,  from  a  mifinterpretaticn  which  he 

thought  feme  other put  upon   \t,  as  if  the  — 

})3cl  argued  for  a  general  and  unlimited  difpenfmg 

power;  whereas  he  only  maintained  it  in  cafes  oinecejfiiy^ 

and  till  Parliament  could  meet  :  and  fays  the 

that  is  the  circumfiance  which  diftinguifhes  the  a6t  in 
OjUeflicn    from    thofe    exercifes   of   the    difpenfmg  power 

coHiplaincd  of  in  former  times —  -■>  that  it  was  done 

only  v/hen  Parliament  could  not  meet,  and  till  it  afl^em- 

bled: 


A.  1766.         DEBATES.  225 

bled  :  and  farther,  fays  the ,  it  is  fingular  for 

criminals  to  call  their  judges  to  condemn  them;  yet  the 
King's  fervants  have  called  the  parliament  to  judge  of  the 
a<5t  they  advifed,  and  to  condemn  it  if  it  is  wrong. 

-—  —  if  you  have  honoured  me  with  any  attention  to 
what  1  have  faid,   you   will  not  think  that  1   miftook  or 

miftated   the   argument  of  the  —  and  which  the 

other has  explained  and  enforced,  as  well  as  juf- 

tified.     I  do  not  think  any  of  your did  miftake  it: 

but   I  did  not  like  it  as  he  gave  it  us,  and  1  hope  very 

few  of  your   were  pleafed  with  it.     It  is  true,  the 

" —  and was  but  for  giving  us  a  tafte  of  the  difpenftng 

power ;  I  do  not  chufe  to  touch  the  cup  :  and  therefore  I 
reje6l  the  diitin6lion,  as  to  the  recefs  of  parliament,  to- 
tally, and  I  have  endeavoured  to  difprove  the  foundation 

of  it.     Whether  1  have  fucceeded,  your are  to  judge. 

I  can  make  no  diftin£tion  but  one,  and  that  I  do  make, 
between  an  a6l  o^  Power ^  and  an  a61:  oi  Prerogative.  The 
Crown  has  the  whole  force  of  Government  in  its  hands, 
all  inferior  Magiftrates  and  Miniflers  of  Government  un- 
der its  orders  ;  and  what  the  Crown  commands  they  will 
obey,  and  in  general  I  think  they  ought,  as  it  muft  in- 
deed be  a  very  ftrong  a(3:  againft  law,  that  they  fhould 
difpute  or  difobey,  as  it  would  be  dangerous  to  conftitute 
them  judges  over  the  Crown.  But  Parliament  w^iil  make 
the  diltin£lion  between  Power  and  Prerogative,  and  judge 
upon  the  aft  done  accordingly.  The  acS  in  quefiion,  I 
fay  is  an  adt  of  mere  power  fuppofed  to  have  been  im- 
pelled by  neceffity,  and  tending  to  the  fafety  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  as  fuch  it  is  to  be  allowed  and  juftified  5  but  it  is 
not  to  be  taken  as  an  a(St  of  Prerogative,  becaufe  it  is 
not  a  legal  a£t,  there  being  no  fuch  prerogative  in  the 
Crown,  as  a  difpenjtng  power  for  one  moment,  or  in  any 
one  moment :  and  therefore  it  was,  thatlveryfoon  told  your 

I  obje6led  to  the  words  Royal  Authority,  as  I  hold 

authority  to  be  legal  power,  whereas  the  embargo  is,  in 
n?y  opinion,  power  without  law,  and  again/}  laWy  confe* 
quently  is  not  authority  in  a  juft  fenfe. 

As  to  what  the  ■  fays  of  the  Minifters 

calling  Parliament  their  judges  to  judge  of  the  a<St  they 
advifed,  I  fee  no  weight  in  the  obfervation  at  all,  upon 
the  footing  of  the  dod:rine  advanced  by  himfelf,  and  by 
others  whofe  arguments  he  has  fupported.  Had  the  Mi- 
nifters  told  us,  that  they  had  advifed  the  Crown  to  an 
^B:  of  power  which  they  were  fenfible  wa^  not  agreeable 
Vpt.VII.  Q,  t$ 
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to  law,  but  v/as  fo  neceflary  and  falutary,  that  they  were 
confident  it  would  be  approved,  and  that  they  had,  in 
that  confidence,  called  Parliament  to  fubmit  their  con- 
du6l  to  the  judgment  of  Parliament  —  I  fay,  had  they 
held  this  language,  I  admit  they  might  have  faid  there 
was  fome  modefty  at  leaft  in  Calling  their  judges  to  fit 
upon  them,  and  that  it  would  have  pafled  for  a  prefump- 
tion  of  innocence  as  well  as  a  proof  of  candour.  But 
what  are  we  told  ?  Why  that  the  Crown  had  a  right  to 
do  what  it  has  done  5  that  it  was  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  to  do  it;  and  all  the  modefty  that  can  be  pre- 
tended, is  that  the  minifters  did  not  give  a  longer  line  to 
the  exercife  of  this  Prerogative,  but  called  Parliament  a 
little  more  early  than  ufual,  though  perhaps,  if  the  whole 
truth  were  known.  Parliament  was  really  called  (as  it 
was  at  the  time  alledged)  only  for  the  India  bufinefs.  It 
is  impoffible  it  could  be  for  the  embargo,  as  the  embargo 
was  not  laid  when  the  Proclamation  for  calling  the  Par- 
liament was  iflued,  viz.  loth  September.  However,,  if 
>  the  doi^rine  that  has  been  advanced  is  juft.  Parliament  has 
no  judgment  to  give  of  the  a6l  done  by  the  Crown  ;  but 
only  to  judge  what  they  themfelves  ought  to  do  in  the 
fame  afFair.  For  now  that  Parliament  is  met,  all  that  is 
told  them  is  this : — "  You  may  have  thought,  when  at 
your  country  houfes,  that  the  embargo  was  not  a  legal 
a£t ;  but  we  let  you  know  you  are  miftaken  ;  for  the  em- 
bargo is  the  exercife  of  the  ordinary  and  undoubted  Prero- 
gative of  the  Crown."  I  own  I  did  not  expert  to  hear 
fuch  news,  and  if  I  believed  them  I  fhould  not  think  the 
Parliament  was  met  upon  a  very  foolifh  errand,  but  I 
would  fay  it  was  upon  a  very  unhappy  occafion  ,  and  at 
the  beft  I  think  there  would  have  been  as  good  reafon, 
and  not  more  modefty,  in  calling  Parliament  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter,  to  acquaint  them,  that  during  the 
recefs,  his  Majefty  had  thought  fit  to  create  fome  new 
Peers,  and  to  change  his  Minifters,  which  are  both  the 
undoubted  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  whether  exercifed 
properly  or  improperly. 

The and upon  the -k,  a  new 

convert  to  Prerogative,  has  thrown  his  abilities,  and  the 
weight  of  his  fituation,  gained  by  other  do£trines,  into 
the  fcale  of  the  difpenfing  power  ;  and  in  maintaining  that 

degree  of  it  contended  for  by  the  other whom  he  has 

fupported,  his has  taken  the  ground  of  the  law  of 

nature,  that  firft  of  all  laws,  felf-defencey  recurring  again 

to 
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to  that  necejjity  which  is  fuperior  to  all  law,  and  calling  up 

the  great  maxim,  Salus  PopuU  Suprema  Lex :  and  his 

tells  us  he  goes  to  common  fenfe^  he  wants  no  ftatute  for 
that  which  is  written  in  the  breaft  oF  every  man,  that  law 
of  inftin6l,  that  inherent  power  which  muft  be  in  every 
ftate  as  much  as  in  a  fingle  perfon,  to  defend  itfelf :-— and 
that  if  he  thought  the  law  of  England  (which  he  had  hi- 
therto thought  to  be  perfed)  was  fo  deflitute  of  fenfe  and 
reafon,  as  not  to  have  that  great  fundamental  of  all  law 
and  government,  Salus  Populi^  &c.  for  a  part  of  it,  he 
would  move  for  a  Bill  to  enad  it,  and  make  it  part  of  the 
law  of  the  land. 

The  -— fays  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  a d 

his to  the  meafure  in  queftion,  and  he  thought  he 

had  done  right.     He  thought  his y  deferved  thanks 

for  the  care  he  had  taken  of  his  People,  but  he  now  finds 
there  is  to  be  blame  even  when  he  is  difpenfmg  good  to  the 
nation,  and  the  view  is  to  call  a  flur  upon  the  gracious 
zSi  of  the  Crown,  and  to  hold  forth  to  the  Publick  that 
there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  Conftltution.  And  if 
it  is  fo,  fays  his  — ,  he  ought  to  change  his  tone  and  cry 

mercy ;  and  the  firft  thing  y —  ought  to  have  done 

was  to  call  th'e  offenders  who  gave  this  criminal  advice  to 
the  bar  —  but  fays  his  — ,  I  will  not  be  fo  mean  as  to 
fculk  under  a  pardon  till  I  find  I  am  condemned,  and  it 

is  hoped  y — will  not  condemn  any  unheard.     The 

is  ready  to  enter  upon  that  ground  with  any  man, 

and  to  maintain  that  it  is  not  only  the  Right  but  the 
Duty  of  the  Crown  tofufpend  the  execution  of  a  law,  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people,  as  much  as  to  keep  them  from 
ftarving  ;— that  the  Crown  is  bound  in  duty  to  protedl 
the  people  from  ruin,  and   the  Prerogative  (as  another 

— had  exprelTed  it)   is  nothing  but  a  power  to 

protect  them  ;  and,  fays  the  —  and  —  —  upon  the  — k, 
it  is  a  ftrange  thing  if  the  a£t  was  wrong  which  every  body 
fays  they  would  have  advifed^ — -that  it  is  a  ftrange  crime  to 
be  meritorious — a  ftrange  criminality  to  fave  a  country 
from  ruin — -from  famine.  His  — ,  hovi^ever,  challenges 
any  one  to  fhew  that  a£t  of  parliament,  that  excludes  the 
Crown  from  the  power  of  flopping  the  exportation  of 
grain  j — there  is  nothing,  he  fays,  in  the  whole  ftatutes, 
from  Magna  Charta  down,  but  this  one  fimple  thing, 
that  the  fea  (hall  be  open,  foit  la  mer  ouverte —  that  the 
Crown  had  done  no  more  than  to  keep  wheat  in  the  . 
country  to  prevent  a  famine  at  home,  and  that  only  for 
■   '  0^2  forty 
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forty  days,  till  the  parliament  fhould  meet  ;  —  and,  fays 
the  —  in  the  warmth  of  his  fancy,  that  is  fuch  a  power 
as  he  believes  Lucius  Junius  Brutus^  wduld  have  entru/ied 
Nero  hi mf elf  with  ;  — adding,  as  if  that  was  not  an  expref- 
fion  ftrong  enough  —  it  is  hut  forty  days  tyranny  at  the 
oUtfide, 

When  I  repeat  thefe  words,  in  which  t  am  Aire  I  am 
not  miftaken,  I  cannot  go  fairther  without  difburthening 

my  own  mind  of  its  feelings.     That ' _-  is  the  latt 

perfon  from  whom  I  ihould  have  expe£ted  to  hear  fuch 
words.     But  I  own   a   great   deal  of   what  he  has  faid 

fliocks  me  ;  ■^- by  nothing  that  he  has  offered  am  I 

convinced  :  And  though  it  may  be  bold  for  one  of  thofe 
not  entitled,  and  not  expected  to  be  fo  learned  in  the  con- 
Hitution,  and  with  ftill  lefs  pretenfions  to  be  learned  in 
the  law ;  yet  I  cannot  ftir  from  my  p— e  till  I  have  done 
feme  juftice,  unable  as  I  am,  to  what  prefTes  upon  my 
poor  underftanding. 

Forty  days  tyranny  1 —  Tyranny  is  a  harfh  found. 

I  deteft  the  very  word,  becaiife  I  bate  the  thing.     But  are 

thefe  words  to  come  from  a  •- '  whofe  glory 

it  might,  and  ought  to  have  been,  to  have  rifen  by  fteps 
that  Liberty  threw  in  his  way,  and  to  have  been  honoured, 
as  his  country  has  honoured  — m,  not  for  trampling  her 

under  foot,  but  for  holding  up  her  head  ?   The  • . 

•-; in  the  b r— has  faid,  as  it  became  him  to 

fay,  forty  hours^  nay  forty  minutes  tyranny  is  more  than 
Englilhmen  will  bear.  I  have  ufed  my  beft  endeavours 
to  anfwer  the  argument  which  is  the  foundation  of  the 
diftin6tion  to  which  the  forty  days  alludes,  hy  argument 

founded  in  principles  \  I  will  now  give  the  — 

one  anfwer  more,  and  it  fhall  be  argumentiim  ad  hominem 

—  That has,  I  believe,  faid  on  other  occa* 

frons,  and  he  faid  well,  that  the  price  of  one  hour'*s  Eng- 
lifh  Liberty  none  could  tell  but  an  Englifli  Jury,  and  ju- 
ries under  the  guidance  of  a  certain ,  have  eftimated 

it  very  high,  in  the  cafe  of  the  meaneft  of  the  fubje6ts, 
when  opprefled  only  by  the  fervants  of  the  flate.     But 
forty  days  Tyranny  over  the  nation,  by  the  Crown  1  who. 
can  endure  the  thought  ? ,  lefs  than  forty  days  ty- 
ranny, fuch  as  this  country  has  felt  in  fome  times,  would 

I  believe  bring  your together  without  a  fummons, 

from  your  fick  hedsy  riding  even  upon  pojl  horfes^  in  hot  wea- 
ther ^  fafier  than  our  great  Patriots  themf elves  to  get  a  place 
or  a  penftoHy  or  both  5  and,  for  aught  I  know,  make  the 

fubjea 
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iubjed  of  your  confultations  that  appeal  to  Heaven  which 
has    been   fpoken    of.     Yet   cftabliih  a  difpenfing  power^     _ 
and  you  cannot  be  fure  of  either  liberty  or  law  for  forty 
minutes. 

I  have  as  great  a  regard  for  the  principles  of  the  law  of 
nature  as  the  —  ^--  can  have.  I  love  them.  I  know  in- 
deed the  law  of  nature  is  not  a  law  for  men  in  their  pre^ 
fent  ftate  ;  it  is  too  weak  to  bind  them  j  and  it  will  al- 
ways with  fome  danger  be  recurred  to,  as  a  rule  of 
conduct,  even   in  cafes  of  the  moft  extreme   neceffity. 

However ^     ■  -^     I  am  ready  enough  to  admit  that 

every  ftate,  that  is,  all  government,  as  well  as  every  in- 
dividual, has  an  inherent  right  to  ad,  and  muft,  for  felfr     x 
prefervation,  ad:  upon  that  principle  of  the  law  of  nature 

felf -defence.     But do  not  let  us  be  led  away  with  a 

name  without  proper  ideas.  Even  that  great  principle  of 
felf-defence,  facred  as  it  is,  does  not  fufpend  or  make  void 
any  pofitive  law  or  conftitution  whatever  :  it  only  takes 
the  cafe  a6ted  In  out  ef  the  law,  leaving  the  law  in  its 
full  force.  So  a  man  who  kills  in  felf-defence  is  acquit- 
ted, not  becaufe  there  is  no  law  againft  murder,  but  be- 
caufe  his  cafe  is  not  within  that  law.  I  cannot  help 
therefore  thinking,  it  is  but  an  incorred  ufe  of  the  term 
felf-defence  to  apply  it  to  this  cafe,  by  faying  the  embargo 
was  felf-defence  againft  famine.  The  laws  for  exporta- 
tion have  not  overlooked  or  omitted  to  provide  for  the 
cafe  of  felf-defence  againft  famine.  Your  ^-  will  under- 
ftand  what  I  mean,  when  you  recoiled,  that  as  the  laws 
ftand  there  are  limits  fet  to  the  liberty  of  exportation,  to 
ftop  it  when  the  prices  come  to  a  certain  pitch,  and  that 
is  the  remedy  which  the  Ipgiflature  has  faved  againft: 
dearth ;  the  faSi  then  fufpending  the  law.  I  do  not  fay- 
but  fuch  a  neceffity  may  occur  as  to  make  it  neceflary 
to  draw  another  line,  and  fo  we  have  had,  and  now 
again,  I  prefume,  ftiall  have  a  temporary  law  narrowing 
the  line.  But  that  is  an  extraordinary  cafe,  the  cog-^ 
nizance  of  which.  Parliament  has  referved  to  itfelf,  to 
apply  an  extraordinary  remedy  to  it;  and  has  not  left  it 
to  the  fuperior  wifdom  of  the  Crown  and  Privy  Council 
to  anticipate  that  extraordinary  remedy  by  a  fufpenfation 
of  the  laws,  within  the  bounds  prefcribed  by  parliament, 
which  will  of  themfelves  flop  the  exportation  as  foon  as 
Parliament  has  thought,  in  a  general  view  of  things,  it 
pught  to  be  prevented. 

0.3  --^ 


23P  Parliamentary     A.  1766. 

I  revere  the  principle  offalus  popult  fuprema  lex. 

And  I  do  not  think  we  need  an  a6l  of  parliament  to  in- 
troduce fuch  a  fundamental  into  the  law  of  England. 
But  what  does  this  principle  teach  ?  Why  this,  that  in 
the  making  oi  \2i\vs^  the  fafety  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
paramount  to  every  other  confideration,  public  or  pri- 
vate :  and  in  the  execution  of  laws,  or  obedience  to  them, 
that  it  may  for  an  inftant  tranfcend  them  all ;  fo  that  if 
a  cafe  happens  in  which  pofitive  laws  cannot  be  executed 
or  obeyed,  and  at  the  fame  time  that  great  principle  pur- 
fued,  pofitive  laws  are  and  ought  to  be  difobeyed,  or  not 
executed  at  peril,  the  maxim  followed,  and  the  juftice 
of  government  relied  upon  for  the  juftification  and  in- 
demnity :  a  hazard  which  under  no  wife  and  good  Go- 
vernment, any  man  ading  with  an  upright  intention 
need  be  afraid  of. 

But  the  Principle,  even  upon  the  wideft  ground  of  the 
law  of  nature,  does  not  import  that  all  pofitive  laws  are 
by  the  iorct  oi  it  ipfofa^o  fufpended  or  repealed  j  in  cafes 
that  concern  the  execution  or  obedience  of  them.  It  fup- 
pofes  the  very  contrary;  and  never  could  do  otherwife, 
unlefs  we  were  at  once  to  fay  a  thing  fo  abfurd  as  this, 
that  not  only  the  Executive  Power  of  Government,  but 
every  fubjeil  is  veiled  with  a  difpenfing  powdr ;  as  the  prin- 
ciple operates  with  equal  force  on  fingle  fubje61:s,  as  on 
the  Executive  Power  itfelf;  and  is  upon  every  individual 
a  binding  duty,  as  far  as  there  is  an  obligation  upon  any 
one  to  confult  the  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth.  If 
therefore  the  debate  were,  upon  the  KQi  in  queftion, 
whether  to  be  juiiified  or  not  upon  this  gieat  principle, 
fuppofingit  not  juftifiable  upon  any  other,  Government 
jnoft  furely  is  intitled  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  principle,  fo 
qualifying  the  a(St,  as  to  bring  it  within  it.  But  if  Go- 
vernment maintains  the  A61  to  be  the  exercife  of  Legal 
Power,  and  confequently  againftno  law,  the  principle  of 
^alus  PopuU^  &c.  which  always  fuppofes  the  dire6l  con- 
trary, is  totally  out  of  the  queftion  :  and  indeed  I  can- 
not help  taking  notice  of  it  as  an  inconfiftency,  that,  in 
my  apprehenfion,  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  argu- 
?pent  of  the—  and  —  ,  which  I  am  now  confidering, 
that  he  reforts  at  all  to  extraordinary  principles,  and  par- 
ticularly to  thofe  of  the  law  of  nature  ;  for  if,  as  his  — 
and  other  —  have  argued,  the  A6t  in  queftion  is  a  legal 
A6i:,  and  the  exercife  of  a  legal  Prerogative,  it  needs  no 
Salus  J:opuIifiipre?7ia  lexy  for  a  juftification  or  excufe.     It 

defends 
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defends  itfelf,  and  is  within  the  prote£lion  of  the  pofitive 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  confequently  the  law  of  nature  has 
no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  law  of  any  foreign  State, 
that  has  no  authority  in  this  Country.  For  my  part — 
the  application  I  do,  and  Ihall,  upon  every  fuch  fubje61:, 
and  occafion,  as  the  prefent,  make  of  the  maxim  Salus 
Populi^  is  this,  that  as  I  think  the  fafety  of  the  People 
could  not  be  fecure  one  moment,  if  the  Conftitution 
were  not  preferved  entire,  and  unhurt,  the  fupreme  law 
with  me  fhall  ever  be  to  maintain  unrelaxed  and  une- 
nervated  the  fundamentals  of  the  Conftitution,  and,  as 
one  of  the  principal  of  them,  to  exclude  every,  even  the 
leaft  degree  of  a  difpenjing  or  fufpending  Power  in  the 
Crown,  the  natural  and  neceflary  tendency  of  which  is 
to  deftroy  the  Conftitution,  and  of  confequen.ce  to  de-^ 
ftroy  the  fafety  of  the  People. 

And  here 1  would  only  afk  by  the  way,  if  ever 

the  principle  oi  Salus  Populi  was  made  or  pretended  to  be 
made,  a  ground  for  the  Crown's  aflliming  or  exercifing  a 
power  to  fufpendt\iQ  Habeas  Corpus  a61:  by  order  of  Coun- 
cil, though  nothing  perhaps  more  dire(5lly  concerns  the 
fafety  of  the  State,  on  fome  occafions;  and  therefore  it 
is  the  firft  thing  Parliament  does  in  emergencies  of  immi- 
nent danger  ?  T^heCe  fufpenjions mq^  I  hope,  the  only  fpe- 
cies  of  Dictatorial  power,  that  this  Government  is  ac- 
quainted with.  But,  thank  God,  they  are  no  part  of  the 
Conftitution,  nor  do  they  depend  on  the  pleafure,  or 
even  the  difcretion  of  the  Crown.  One  Great  —  has 
indeed  mentioned  the  Dictatorial  pov/er,  in  the  debate, 
and  endeavoured  to  afiimilate  this  a61:  of  the  Crown,  of 
fufpending  the  laws  for  the  exportation  of  corn  to  it. 
But  furely,  after  faying  what  I  have  juft  now  faid  of  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus^  as  totally  beyond  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  it  is  needlefs  to  give  any  other  an- 
fwer  to  this  attempt  to  compare  the  Cr 07/ rCs  fufpending 
thefe  laws  with  the  DiSiatorial  power  among  the  Ro- 
mans. If  t\iQ fufpending  or  difpenfing  power  of  the  Crown 
were  any  part  of  this  Conftitution,  it  would  indeed  be  a 
DiSiatorial  power  with  a  witnefs  ;  and  a  perpetual  one 
too.  So  that  we  (hould  be  fo  much  worfe  than  the  Ro- 
mans were,  as  their  Conftitution  flept  only  during  the 
exiftence  of  the  Di^atorial  power,  which  was  butfhort, 
and  exprefly  given  by  the  Senate  j  whereas  ours,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  our  Senate ;  would  at  once  and 
forever  be  deftroyed  totally. 

0,4  Ti^s 


3^  Parliamentary     A.  1766. 

The -— and fpeaks  of  meritorious  criminality   as 

ftrange  ;  and  it  would  be  fo.  But  meritorious  illegality 
is  not  fo  ftrange,  or  an  aci:ion  meritorious  in  itfell"  and 
happy  in  its  effe6is,  though  againftlaw.  The  merit  con- 
fifts  in  running  the  rifk  of  the  law,  forthepublick  good  ; 
as  in  the  inftance  alluded  to  by  the  other  —  and  —  on  the 
crofs  bench,  of  the  Roman  General  who  fought  againft 
orders,  and  was  rewarded  for  faving  his  country.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  an  A6t  is  authorized  by  law,  there  can 
be  no  fuch  rifk,  nor  confequently  any  other  merit  than 
that  of  doing  one's  duty. 

I  agree  with   the  — who  hold  the  -Is  of  S.  of  S.  that 
he  would  be  a  poor  Minifter  indeed,  who  would  not  run 
fuch  a  rifk,  when  the  fafety  of  the  State  required.     I  will 
pot  take  the  —  's  inftance  of  figning  a  General  Warrant, 
as  he  arbitrarily  faid    he  would    doy  notwithftanding  all 
the  noife  that  has  been  about  them  j  for  a  General  War- 
rant is  fuch  a  piece  of  nonfenfe  as  deferves  not  to  be  fpo- 
ken  of,  being  no  v,^arrant  at  all,  and  incapable  of  anfwer- 
ing  anyone  purpofe,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  that  a  legal 
warrant  would   not  better  attain.     But  this  I  will   fay, 
that  without  being  a  Minifter,  as  an  inferior  Magiftrate, 
or  even  as  a  private  fubje61:,  1  fhould  not  hefitate,  upon 
good  ground  of  public  fafety,  to  flop,  if  I  could,  any  (hip 
from  failing  out  of  port,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  State, 
although  no  embargo  fubfifted  :  and  in  this  cafe,  if  Mi^ 
nifters  had  held  to  the  juftification  of  the  particular  A£t, 
upon  the  circumftances,  they  had  done  well.     But  they 
have  juftified  the  A61,  by  maintaining  a   Pov/er  which  I 
cannot  acknowledge.     I  blame  not  the  Crovv'n,  nor  the 
advifers  of  the  Crown  for  difpenfing  good,  nor  do  I  wifh  to 
hold  out  to  the  people  a  violation  of  the  Conftitution; 
but  I  will  blame  Minifters  for  afferting  a  Prerogative  in 
the  Crown,  which,  inllead   of  difpenfing  good,  would 
difpenfe  much  evil  j  and  if  they  will  hold  out  a  power  un- 
conftitutional,  and  deftru6tive  of  the  vitals   of  the  Con- 
ftitution, they  muftexcufe  others  for  holding  up  the  bar- 
rier againft  fuch  a  power,  and  defending  the  Conftitution. 
I  think  Prerogative  is  a  Power,  and  it  is  a  duty  alfo  to 
prote6l  the  people ;  but  I  think  a  difpenfing  Power  is  no 
Part  of  the  Prerogative,  and  equally  againft.   the  duty  of 
the  Prerogative,  and  the  fafety  and  protection  of  the  Peo- 
ple j  and  to  tell  y —  the  truth,  I  am   aftonifhed  how  a 
H— -  of  L— -  could  have  patience  to  fit  and  hear  fo  much 
of  it:  The  -—  fpoke  as  if  he  joked,  and  certainly  was  in 

left 


A.  1766.        DEBATES.  233 

ieft  when  he   talked  of  crying  mercy ^  znd /kulking  under  a 
"pardon^  of  calling  to  the  bar  and  condemning.     I   will 
not  enter  into  what  the  other  — -  and  —  who  fpoke  be- 
fore him  faid  of  his  not  being  a  wife   man  who  refufes 
God's  pardon  and  the  King's,     Bat  I  have  had  occalion 
to  mention  inftances   of  your  —  anceftors,  when    they 
did  things  meritorious  indeed,  though  not  authorized  by 
law.     "Fhey  did   not  cry  out  for   the  inercy^    but   they 
claimed  ihejti/Iiceof  their  Country:  and  their  Country 
prote6led    as     well    as    applauded    them.       Parliament 
paft  indemnities ;  nor  did  thefe  brave  men   think  it  any 
meannefs  to  cover   themfelves ;  I  will  not  difgrace  their 
heroifm  fo  far  as  to  fay  they  jkulked  under  a  pardon,  tho' 
they  fued  for  and  accepted  an  indemnity  in  their  own  per- 
fons  for  the  Constitution.     Let  me  tell  the  —  who 
jokes  at  this  rate,  that  the  time  has  been,  (and  I  almoft 
wonder  we  have  not  feen  it  very  lately)  when  a  word   in 
defence  of  any  fort  of  difpenfmg  power  would  have  brought 
the  greateft — in  the  kingdom  to  the  Bar  :  Surelamitis 
wonderful  forbearance  that  no  one  —  infifted  upon  fomp 
very  alarming  expreffions  being  taken  down.  It  is  a  kind 
of  complaifance  or  acquiefcence  that  1  fear  more  than  the 
-—  needs  fear  the  cknaferentes.  Language  of  this  fort,  fat 
under  quietly,  -—  Language  fo  diredlly  trenching  on  the 
Conftitution,  is,  I  am  afraid,  a  difagreeable  fymptom  of 
want  of  health  in  the  Body  Politic.     We  have  heard, 
it  has  been  faid t  in  juftification  of  the  fubje6ls   refifting 
Jaw,  and  rebelling,  that  the  ori^/WC^w/j^^?  was  broken 
by  the   Legifiative   Power,  in    one  A6t   of  Parliament, 
which   was  but  a  juft   and   feafonable    exertion  of  what 
ftands  the  declared,  afferted,  and  recognized  power  and 
right  of  Parliament :   and  now  a  jurifdicStion  is  tobe  given 
to  the  Crown  over  the  Legiflature,  by  -2^ fufpending  Power, 
by  which  every  A61  of  parliament  may  be  broken.     Is  it 
left   Parliament  would  again,  as  it  was  traiteroufly  faid 
laft  year,  break   the   original  Compact  by   fome 
other  A£ts  of  Parliament  ?   Plow  two  fuch  oppofite  opi- 
nions are  to  be  reconciled,  I  know  not !   or  how  they  can 
both  be  made  to  quadrate   with  a  zeal  for  Liberty,  which 
has  perhaps  run  wild  ;  I  leave  that  to  thofe  who  hold  and 
have  given  both  opinions.     But  I  think  they  are   both 
dangerous  opinions ;  and  by  much  the  more  fo  that  they 
are  the  opinions  of  the  fame  perfons,  which  puts  their 
-principles  beyond  the  reach  of  my  line.     Thus  much  \ 
will  fay,  the  dljpenfing  Power,  and  the  facrednefs  of  A£ts 

of 
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of  Parliament,  are  no  jokes:  they  are  not  fubjecEls,  nor 
isitafeafon  for  levity,  to  fport  with.  Your  —  fathers 
thought  them  no  jokes  :  and  if  fuch  dodrine,  as  has  this 
day  been  advanced,  prevails  or  takes  root  in  this  — e,  I 
doubt  the  Conftitution  muft  feek  for  fan6tuary  elfewhere 
than  within  thefe  walls,  the  very  hangings  of  which  ought 
to  put  us  in  mind  of  the  glorious  deliverances  Englifli 
Liberty  and  Englifti  Spirit  have  obtained. 

—  The  —  calls  upon  any  one  to  (hew  the  A£t:  of  Par- 
liament that  hinders  the  Crown  from  flopping  the  Ex- 
portation of  Corn.  I  think  many  A6ts  have  been  pointed 
out;  and  Khali  not  now  go  back^to  them.  But  as  to 
the  idea  that  all  the  Statutes  from  Magna  Charta  down 
import  no  more  than  that  the  Sea  (hail  be  open,  I  confefs 
I  do  not  underftand  it :  it  muft  be  owing  to  my  dulnefs. 
I  have  no  notion  of  an  a6l  of  Parliament  to  make  the  fea 
open  to  our  own  fubje<Sls ;  there  is  not  a  fingle  word  to 
that  purpofe  in  Magna  Charta,  and  I  thought  the  Con- 
troverfy,  that  has  loaded  the  world  with  learning  as  to 
mare  claufum  et  apertum^  had  only  been  between  us  and 
foreign  nations.  1  hold  it  to  be  a  fundamental  law,  that 
the  fea  is  open  to  ourfelves  :  and  I  wifh  the  -  —  would 
point  out  a  Statute  opening  the  fea,  to  the  fubj cits  of 
England,  where  exportation  had  not  been  reftrained  by 
fome  antecedent  law.  ButI  can  furely  tell  h-—  of  fome 
laws  relating  to  this  very  matter  of  the  exportation  of 
Corn,  which  do  much  more  than  make  the  fea  open  ; 
for  the  Bounty  KQl  makes  the  Treafury  open  too,  and 
gives  the  exporter  an  indefeafible  right,  unlefs  taken  a- 
way  by  KQl  of  Parliament,  to  a  reward,  in  certain  cafes, 
for  carrying  his  corn  to  the  open  fea.  Whether  it  be  true 
or  not  what  a  —  faid  of  Corn  having  been  made  too 
much  an  article  of  Commerce,  is  not  the  prefent  en- 
quiry :  but  fo  the  law  {lands  :  and  it  has  proved  a  bene- 
ficial law  to  the  nation,  not  only  by  promoting  agricuU 
ture,  and  bringing  money  from  abroad,  but  by  preferving 
plenty  of  corn  at  home,  more  than  ever  was  known  be- 
fore ;  and  by  faving  the  great  expence  to  the  nation  oc- 
Cafioned  by  frequent  fcarcities  that  prevailed  before  thefe 
laws  were  made  :  and  I  do  not  think  fuch  a  fudden  in- 
ftanceof  fcarcity  as  the  prefent,  or  the  prefent  benefit  to 
the  public,  from  the  flopping  of  the  exportation  by  the 
Royal  Power,  will  appear  to  be  a  fufiicient  ground  for 
vefting  in  the  Crown  a  dijpenfing  power,  as  a  fubfifting 
right,  in  order  to  fufpend  thefe  laws  when  Parliament  is 
-  -     ■  not 
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not  fitting,  or  till  it  meet,  even  under  the  favourable  (Co- 
lour, or  for  the  neceffary  end  of  preventing  famine. 

7'he has  indeed  been  pleafed  to  fay  that  Brutus 

would  have  entrufted  Nero  with  fuch  a  power.  A  —  — 
has  already  given  this  good  anfwer,  that  though  Brutus 
might  have  entrulkd  Nero  with  that  power,  Brutus  would 
have  been  very  forry  if  Nero  had  exercifed  it  when  not 
entrufted  to  him.  I  will  add  to  that  anfwer,  that  how- 
ever Brutus  might  have  entrufted  Nero  fafely  with  a 
fmgle  ad  which  could  do  nothing  but  good,  he  certainly 
/would  not  have  chofen  to  entruft  the  beft  of  the  Caefars 
that  ever  governed  the  Roman  empire,  with  a  power> 
under  which,  for  one  good  a6i:  of  a  Titus^  a  Nero  might 
have  done  as  many  bad  as  he  pleafed,  and  fwallowed  up 
Liberty  entirely.  Such  and  no  other  is  the  fufpending 
power,  under  which  the  a6t  in  queftion  is  juftified  by  the 
' —  —J  as  an  a(S  of  legal  Prerogative. 

The  ■  and the  better  to  accommodate 

the  prefent  cafe  to  the  great  principle  of  Salus  Populiy  and 
to  prove  the  embargo  to  be  within  the  inherent  power  of 
the  Crown,  upon  that  principle,  has  pointed  at  a  ftmila-' 
rity  between  the  flopping  of  the  exportation  of  corn,  and 
the  obliging  to  the  performance  of  quarantine.     And  the 
—  —  alks.  Where  is  the  a(St  of  parliament  that  enables  his 
Majefty  to  impofe  quarantine,  all  the  ilatutes  on  the  head 
being  only  to  regulate  it  ?  Now  for  an'fwer,  I  hope  I  may 
have  leave  to  afk  a  queftion  in  my  turn,  to  make  the  two 
cafes  parallel :  and  my  queftion  is.  Where  is  the  adl  of 
parliament  that  forbids  his  Majefty  to  impofe  quarantine  ; 
or  that  ena61:s,  that  ail  fliips  foreign  and  domeftic,  fhall 
have  free  entrance  into  the  ports  of  the  kingdom  without 
performing  it  ?  I  know  there  is  none,  and  fuch  a  law 
would  be  indeed  abfUrd.     But  till  fuch  a  law  does  exift, 
it  is  equally  ridiculous  to  alk  for  one  to  impofe  quaran- 
tine,  by  repealing  the  other.     For,  moft   undoubtedly, 
it  muft  be   inherent  in  the  executive  power,  to  have  a 
fight  to  ufe  means  to  protect  the  nation  from  the  plague, 
not  only  upon  the  general  principle,  that  the  executive 
power  may  aft  in  things  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  where 
there  is  no  prefcription  of  law,  but  becaufe  felf-p refer va- 
tion  is  a  fundamental  law  interwoven  in  all  government, 
as  well  as  in  the  human  frame  :  and  the  end  of  govern- 
ment is,  to  proteft  and  defend  the  whole  from  all  exter- 
nal evils,  of  which  peftilence  is  among  the  worft.     But 
not  to  reft  on  general  principles,  nobody  can  be  (o  igno- 

*     •    ■  rant 
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rant  furely  as  not  to  know,  that- the  power  to  irrpofe 
quarantine  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  fettltcj  by 
prercription,  and  proved  by  immemorial  ufage,  which 
gives  it  a  legal  beginning.  The  a£)s  of  Parliament  on  the 
i"ubje<9:  do  not  create,  but  recognize  this  prerogative. 
However,  if  I  could  fuppofe  To  fenfelefs,  and  perhaps  I 
might  fay  fo  intrinfically  void  an  a6t  of  parliament,  as  one 
to  exempt  from  quarantine,  I  believe  I  fhould  not  fcru- 
ple  to  break  the  law  if  I  could,  in  a  proper  cafe,  and  truft 
to  the  juftice  of  my  country  :  but  I  fhould  neither  juftify 
the  breach  under  an  a6l  of  the  difpenftng  power,  nor  be  a 
bit  more  ready  to  run  the  rifk  for  the  having  fuch  an  il- 
legal protection,  I  fhould  think  the  principle  of  Salus 
Pcpuli  applied  to  excufe  the  aft,  not  to  juftify  the  power, 
a  better  Shield.  And  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  worth  obfer- 
vation.  that  thefe  very  quarantine  laws,  confined  as  they 
are  to  regulations,  prove  how  jealous  parliament  has  been 
of  leaving  either  the  neceffity  or  mode  of  it  to  depend 
upon  the  difcretion  of  the  Prerogative,  though  the  thing 
itfelf  be  a  fair  inftance  of  the  original,  inherent,  and  juft 
prerogative  of  the  Crown;  thefe  regulating  laws  being, 
as  I  underftand  them,  of  the  nature  of  explanatory  limir 
tations  of  that  part  of  the  Prerogative. 

Another  thing  has  fallen  from  the  —  and  — -  ■' 
on  the  — k,  which  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  of.     The 
•—  —  has  been  pleafed  to  complam  of  the  other  — ,  and 

—  —  on  the  crofs  bench,  for  declining  to  give  a  decifive 
opinion  upon  the  legality  of  the  embargo,  becaufe  (as  the 

—  on  the  — k  exprefTed  himfelf)  of  queftions  that  may 
arife  in  his  —  t.  And  the  — •  on  the  — k,  fays.  He  does 
not  ask  what  may  be  pleaded  on  a  demurrer  in  the  infer 
rior  courts  f  he  ftands  on  wider  ground^  and  afks  in  P-r-t, 
what  is  fuiEcient  to  juilify  the  ac^  in  queiiion  ?  Jt  is  very 
true,  the  —  and  —  —  on  the  crofs  bench  did  decline 
giving  an  opinion  at  prefent,  as  to  the  legality  of  the  em-^ 
bargo,  and  the  reafon  he  gave  waQ  a  very  fair  one,  having 
been  informed,  as  his  —  fays  he  has  been,  of  adlions  being 
brought,  which  may  come  before  a  certain  judicature. 
But  his  —  very  candidly,  and  with  great  perfpicuity, 
flared  what  the  legality  would  turn  upon,  if  judicially 
tried  ;  and  mentioned  how  fit  it  might  be  to  prevent  fuch 
queftions  on  thisoccafion  by  a  law  for  that  purpofe.  This 
was  all  very  confiflent,  I  think,  though  it  has  been 
glanced  at  as   inconfiftent,  with   the  clear  and  firm  opi- 

'ipion  given  by  the upon  the  general  point  of  the  difsr 

•■        -     '  '  •  pen/mg 
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penftng  poiuer^  which  his — ,  without  helitation,  and  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  condemned  and  fpurn- 
ed.  *  As  for  the  queftion  of  the  —  and  —  on  the  — k, 
I  own  both  parts  of  it  ftrike  me  with  furprize,  as  well 

what  the does  not,  as  what  he  does  afk  :  and  I 

would  have  that  — ,  inftead  of  the  queftion  he  ftates, 

aiks  what  can  juftify  an  a<5t  queftioned  in  any  court  of 
law,  inferior  or  fuperior,  but  a  legal  defence  ?  For  cer- 
tainly, if  the  embargo  is  not  itfelf  a  legal  aft,  within  the 
known  powers  of  the  Prerogative,  it  can  afford  no  legal  ^ 
defence  againft  any  adion  brought  in  the  courts  of  Weft- 
minfter-hall.  lamfure  the — ^on  the —k,  can  neither  have 
forgot,  nor  can  he  differ  from  a  very  well  founded  opi- 
nionj  which  he  knows  well  has  been  given  in  one  of  thefe 
courts,  and  not  a  great  while  ago,  ««  That  judges  can  de- 
*'  cide  only  according  to  law^  and  are  upon  their  oaths 
"  to  pronounce  what  is  law,  and  that  they  can  regard 
*'  nothing  but  law,  not  even  votes  of  Parliament." 
Why  then  alk  even  in  P-^  or  in  the  H —  of  L — ,  fitting 
in  its  political,  not  in  a  judicial  capacity,  hearing  no 
caufe,  nor  having  any  caufe  before  them.  What  is  fuifi- 
cient  to  juftify  any  a6l,  if  a  legal  juftification  is  meant  ? 
Where  the  H —  of  L—  hearing  a  caufe  touching  the  emr 
bargo  upon  a  writ  of  error,  would  any  -*-  in  the  H— , 

would  the  great  — who  prefides  in  that  H~j — e,  give 

his  opinion  upon  any  other  ground  than  the  known  law  of 
the  land,  which  no  opinion,  even  of  the  H—  of  L —  in 
its  political  capacity,  can  alter?  Courts  of  law  will  re- 
ceive the  law  from  Parliament,  and  the  expofitions  of  it 
from  the  H —  of  L— ,  as  the  judicature  of  the  laft  refort : 
but  i  hope  they  will  always  judge  by  the  law,  and  by  no 
other  rule  whatever.  1  truft  never  to  fee  the  time  come 
again,  when  judges  will  pronounce  upon  the  Prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  as  dilated  to  them  by  a  Prince  or  a  Mi- 

•  The  ---  and on  the  crofs  bench  declined,  for  the  rea- 

fon  he  mentioned,  at  that  time  giving  any  opinion  on  the  legality 
of  the  embargo,  on  its  own  particular  grounds  of  law  j  he  has 
lince  had  occafion  to  declare  his  opinion,  that  the  embargo,  by 
crder  of  Councily  is  a  direft  fufpenfion  of  an  A6t  of  Parliament, 
and  therefore  illegal.  In  delivering  this  opinion,  the  ---  — 
made  a  moft  excellent  fpeech,  fupporting  it  by  the  deareft  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution,  and  animated  with  the  true  fire  of 
Liberty  ;  which  has  met  with  univerfal  applaufe,  and  for  which 

his had  (upon  the  fpot)  the  n.varmeji  thanks  of  the  known 

and  moft  zealous  friends  of  Liberty,  and  of  the  Conftitution. 

nifte.r^ 
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nlftef,  or  even  by  a  political  opinion  of  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament. 

There  is  but  one  thing  more  I  can  at  prcfent  remem- 
ber, of  what  dropt  from  the  —  and on  the  — k. 

His  — ,  aware  of  the  great  affinity  between  the  fufpending 
power,  and  that  other  ufurpation  of  the  Crown  which 
ufually  attended  it,  the  raiftng  money  without  confent  of 
Parliament,  (as  to  which,  and  even  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  matter,  perhaps  his  —  entertains  fomc  pecu- 
liar notions)  has  thought  fit  to  make  a  dlftindion  be- 
tween thefe  two  powers  ;  and  the  one,  I  mean  that  of 

raifing  money,  his totally  condemns  and  explodes, 

though  his  argument  of  this  day  has  been  to  fupport  and 
maintain  a  degree  of  the  other  ;  that  is,  in  cafes  of  urgent 
neceffity  for  the  public  good,  and  at  leaft  till  Parliament 
conveniently  can  be  aflembled. 

The  —  fays,  that  the  purfes  of  the  fubje61:  ftand  upon 
quite  a  different  footing ;  that  the  matter  of  money  has 
undergone  many  ftatutes,  down  from  Magna  Charta  and 
the  ftatute,  that  no  tail/age  Jhall  be  levied^  &c.  and,  in 
fhort,  that  it  is  clear  law  and  conftitution,  that  no  mo- 
ney can  be  raifed  but  in  Parliament.  And  his  —  further 
adds,  that  as  to  money,  there  never  can  be  a  pretence 
of  neceffity  for  raifing  it  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament 
by  an  a6t  of  the  Crown,  not  even  in  cafe  of  the  moft  im- 
minent danger  of  invafion;  becaufe  every  body  knows 
the  difficulty  of  aflembling  forces,  and  of  bringing  an 
army  into  the  field,  with  all  its  appendages  of  artillery 
and  baggage,  which  occafions  fo  much  delay,  even  where 
there  is  no  want  of  money  ;  and  hov/  long  time  it  would 
take  to  levy  any  money  from  the  fubje£t  by  fuch  means 
as  could  be  ufed  in  the  greateft  hafte;  fo  that  there  never 
could  be  any  difficulty  in  convening  the  Parliament  be- 
fore any  thing  could  be  done  that  way,  and  therefore  nd 
pretence  to  anticipate  their  meeting  by  fuch  attempts. 

I  think  the  purfe  of  the  fubjedt  is  very  facred,  and  that 
none  have  a  right  to  put  their  hands  in  it  but  Parliament, 
I  go  in  that  doctrine  as  far  as  the  Conftitution  carries  me, 
and  that  is  far  enough  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjeds 
property,  though  I  have  not  any  peculiar  notions  about 
the  magical  virtue  of  reprefentation,  and  other  dreams  of 
that  fort.  The  King  and  Common-Council  of  the  king- 
dom are  the  known  ancient,  and  acknowledged  legifla* 
ture,  and  I  am  not  for  loofening  this  pin  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion as  to  money,  more  than  any  other  thing* 

But 
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But  I  muft  at  the  fame  time  fairly  tell  your  — ,  that 
if  the  opinion  I  have  as  to  the  fufpending  power,  or  the 
raifing  money,  which  are,  1  am  fure,  brother's  children, 
ftood  upon  any  of  the  diftin(Slions  made  by  the  — — 
I  fhould  think  it  very  poorly  fupported.  Nor  can  I  in 
any  fort  or  kind  diftinguifh  between  thefe  two  ufurpa- 
tions  which  always  went  together.  I  have  one  fliort 
logic  for  both  :  I  have  mentioned  it  before;  namely. 
That  the  Crown  is  not  the  fupreme  fovereign  legiflative 
power  of  this  conftitution  :  and  that  as  money  muft  be 
raifed  by  Parliament,  whether  the  thing  be  taken  on  the 
more  abftra6ted  and  radical  principles  of  the  original  con- 
ftitution, or  on  the  ftatutes  and  ufage  refpeding  it, 
which  I  hold  to  be  all  but  declaratory  and  explanatory, 
from  the  firft  to  the  laft  of  them  ;  fo  I  think  every  other 
law,  of  whatever  kind,  muft  be  both  made  and  repealed, 
or  fufpended  mediately  or  immediately,  by  the  fame  le- 
giflative power  that  can  alone  raife  money:  and  I  know 
no  greater  degree  of  facrednefs  in  thofe  a(Sls  of  Parlia- 
ment that  fecure  the  purfe  of  the  fubje<^^  than  in  thofe 
that  fecure  to  him  the  pofTeffion  of  every  benefit  of  law 
he  is  entitled  to  enjoy.  I  fee  no  difference  between  an 
edid  of  the  Crown  to  take  money  from  the  fubjedl:  with- 
out authority  of  parliament,  and  one  to  keep  money 
from  him  that  he  has  a  right  by  a6!:  of  Parliament  to  re- 
ceive ;  and  therefore,  I  think  the  Crown  has  not,  in  any 
cafe,  a  right  to  fufpcnd  the  bounty-adt,  by  which  the  ex- 
porter of  corn  is  entitled  to  receive  fo  much  money  for 
every  quarter  he  exports. 

The  princes  who  were  put  to  fhifts  for  raifing  money 
without  confent  of  Parliament,  becaufe  they  quarrelled 
with  their  Parliaments  for  not  tamely  furrendering  the  con- 
ftitution and  all  their  rights  and  liberties  to  them,  had 
no  other  way  of  doing  it  but  by  levying  and  forcing 
money  from  the  fubje61:  hy  various  ways  and  devices. 
But  if  that  trade  were  ever  to  be  refumed  as  the  country 
is  now  fituated,  perhaps  a  fit  ftate  cafuift  might  for  once 
at  leaft,  or  for  a  fhort  while  during  the  recefs  of  Par- 
liamenty  fall  upon  a  method  of  raifing  more  money, 
without  calling  for  a  penny  from  the  fubje<Sb  directly, 
than  was  ever  raifed  by  (hip-money,  loans,  &c.  Suppofe 
only  the  King  was  to  be  advifed  by  the  cafuilis  of' 
ftate  necefTity,  to  fufpend  all  the  appropriating  a£ts, 
and  ftop  the  ifTues  at  the  Exchequer  to  the  public  crs- 
6  ditors. 
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ditors,  it  would  turn  to  a  better  account  than  when 
Charles  11.  fliut  up  his  Exchequer,  to  fave  paying  his  owri 
debts,  that  would  not  be  raifing  money  without  confent 
of  Parliament,  but  only  fufpendmg  fome  a(5^s  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  yet  I  believe  this  country  would  hardly  furnifin  a 
minifter  bcld  enough  to  advife  the  proje<5i:,  even  if  an 
enemy  were  burning  our  fleet  again  at  Chatham  ;  which 
has  been  mentioned  by  one  great  -—  as  an  inftance  of  ur- 
gent neceflity  and  immediate  danger  ;  though  the  —  and 
—  -*-  on  the  •— k  does  not  feem  to  think  even  that  or  any 
other  exigency  would  be  a  pretence  for  raifmg  money 
^      without  confent  of  Parliament. 

To  me  the  dijpenfing  and  fufpendtng  power,  and  the 
railing  of  money  without  confent  of  Parliament,  are  pre- 
cifely  alike,  and  ftand  upon  the  very  fame  ground : 
They  were  born  twins ;  they  lived  together,  and  toge- 
ther were,  I  hoped,  buried  in  the  fame  grave  at  the  Re- 
volution, paft  all  power  of  refurre6lion  ;  and  as  I  think 
neither  of  them  ever  did  belong  to  the  Crown,  I  cannot 
admit  of  any  do6i:rine  that  maintains  the  one  or  the  other. 
If  I  were  to  make  a  difference  between  raifing  money 
and  ih^  fufpendtng  or  difpenftng  power,  I  rather  think  the 
fufpendtng  and  difpenfing  power  the  moft  dangerous  of  the 
two,  as  that  which  might  do  moft  univerfal  mifchicf, 
and  with  the  greateft  fpeed,  as  it  includes  the  whole.  1 
muft  therefore  enter  my  moft  folemn  proteft,  and  I  do 
it  with  all  my  heart  againft  th^  fufp ending  and  difpenfing 
power  in  every  degree,  even  to  the  fmalleft  veftige 
of  it. 

But  —  •— ,  I  pledged  myfelf  to  lay  before  you  the 
grounds  upon  which  I  charge  the  fervants  of  the  Crown 
in  this  bufinefs :  and  I  think  they  are  chargeable  with  the 
a6t  itfelf,  which  is  a  dangerous  infradion  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  made  yet  more  dangerous  by  the  attempt  to 
juftify  it  under  the  pretence  of  Prerogative ;  becaufe,  if 
they  had  done  their  duty,  there  would  have  been  no  oc- 
cafion  at  all  for  fuch  an  a£t  of  power  by  the  Crown  ; 
and  their  not  doing  their  duty,  to  prevent  it,  is  only  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  doctrine  we  have  heard  to-day, 
from  which  we  learn,  that  the  Minifters  had  taken  up 
the  notion  of  a  defenfible  difpenfing  Prerogative^  and  were 
refolved  to  venture  upon  the  exercife  of  it,  rather  than  to 
call  for  the  aid  of  Parliament.  So  that  the  neceflity  which 
at  iaft  forced  th^m  to  advife  the  Crown  to  interpofe,  wa» 

not 
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not  only  of  their  own  making,  but  of  their  choice^  which 
caufed  them  to  prefer  an  exercifeof  power  under  the  name 
of  Prerogative  to  a  relief  by  law,  under  the  authority  of 
Parliament.  For  had  the  Minifters  been  of  another  mind, 
they  would  have  called  Parliament,  when  they  might  and 
ought  to  have  feen,  nay,  when  the  Proclamation  they 
caufed  to  be  ifTued  againft  foreftalling,  he.  teftifies  they 
did  fee,  that  the  remedy  was  wanted:  and  if  Parliament 
had  been  called  even  then.,  (as  it  ought  to  have  been 
fooner,)  a  legal  and  more  cfFedual  remedy  might  ftill  have 
been  applied  by  the  legiflature,  as  early  as  the  embargo  by 
the  Crown  took  place  ;  infle^d  of  which.  Parliament  was 
not  only  not  called,  but  was  prorogued  beyond  the  length 
of  an  ordinary  prorogation ;  and  flill  the  remedy  which 
then  only  could  come  from  the  Crown,  was  delayed  till 
it  was  unreafonably  late,  and  the  evil  much  encreafed  by 
the  injudicious  procraftination.  But  even  this  is  not  all ; 
for  I  {hail  alfo  fhew,  that  the  condu£^,  or  rather  the  mif- 
conducSt,  which  produced  the  neceffity  for  the  Crown  to 
interpofe  at  laft,  if  it  had  been  attended  with  no  fuch 
confequence  as  a  violation  of  the  Conftitution,  and  an 
ufurpation  upon  the  rights  of  Parliament,  was,  in  itfelf, 
the  moft  culpable  negletSl  of  the  public  fafety,  too  grofs 
to  be  reconciieable  with  any  notion  of  the  duty  of  thofe 
who  undertake  the  care  of  the  ftate,  or  with  any  meafure 
of  fitnefs  for  that  fituation. 

.  I  will  fay  in  general,  that  he  is  not  a  moderate  Minl- 
fter,  who  will  rafhly  decide  in  favour  of  Prerogative  in  si 
queftion  where  the  rights  of  parliament  are  on  the  other 
fide:  and  I  am  fure  he  is  not  a  prudent  Minifter,  who, 
even  in  a  doubtful  cafe,  commits  the  Prerogative,  by  a 
wanton  experiment,  to  what  degree  the  people  v/ill  bear 
the  extent  of  it. 

But  — ,  rafhly,  and  wilfully,  to  claim  or  exercife  as 
Prerogative  a  power  clearly  againft  law,  is  too  great  bold- 
nefs  for  this  country:  and  of  all  things  in  the  v/orld,  the 
fufpending  or  difperi/ing  power ^  that  edged  tool  which  has 
cut  fo  deep,  is  the  laft  that  any  man  in  his  wits  would 
handle  in  England : — that  rock  which  the  Englifh  hiftory 
has  warned  againft  with  fuch  av/ful  beacons : — an  attempt 
that  loft  one  prince  his  crown,  and  another  both  his 
crown  and  his  head  ;  and  that  at  length  expelled  their 
family  out  of  this  land  of  liberty  to  the  regions  of  tyranny, 
as  the  only  climate  that  fuited  their  temper  and  genius : 

Vol.  VII.  R  a 
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— a  power,  the  exercife  of  which  (lands  branded  as  the 
fubverfion  of  the  conftitution,  in  the  front  of  that  trul^ 
GREAT  Charter  of  your  liberties,  the  Bill  of 
RiGHXS.  A  Minifter  who  is  not  afraid  of  that  power,  is 
'  Rcithcr  fit  for  the  fever cign  nor  the  fubje6l. 

I  love  a  bold  Minifter  when  he  keeps  in  the  true  fphere,. 
In  times  of  diftrefs  and  danger,  boldnefs  is  a  jewel :  and 
with  joy  I  have  feen  bold,  even  wild  enterprizes  fucceed^ 
though  hardly  within  the  die  when  undertaken. — But  the 
enemies  of  our  country  are  the  proper  fubjeds  of  our  bold- 
nefs,— notthe  conftitution^ 

I  muft  further  obferve,  that  if  Parliament  was  either 
not  called  when  it  might  have  been  called,  or  was  pro- 
rogued, and  prorogued  to  an  unufual  diftance,  when  it 
ought  to  have  been  aflembled,  the  power  that  has  beer* 
cxercifed,  as  a  pretended  Prerogative  competent  to  the 
Crown  during  the  interval  of  Parliament,  is,  even  upon 
the  principles  argued  from  the  other  fide,  as  mere  an* 
iifurpation,  as  if  thofe  who  contend  for  it,  in  that  way, 
admitted  what  I  maintain,  that  the  pov/er  has  no  being  at 
all,  in  any  cafe  or  under  any  circumftances  whatever* 
For  it  is  precifely  the  fame  thing,  upon  the  argument,  as^ 
as  if  the  deputy  or  fubftitute,  who  has  power  to  a£l  only 
in  theabfence  of  a  principal,  fhould  fuperfede  the  prin- 
cipal, merely  by  not  ealHng  for  him,  when  there  was  cg- 
cafion  to  a(^.  And  at  the  fame  time  there  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  demonftration  of  the  exceeding  great  danger  of 
this  pretended  Prerogative  of  a  fufpending  power^  even 
under  the  reftri<£tions  conceded,,  than  this,  that  the  occa- 
fion  which  creates  it,  depends  upon  the  Crown  itfelf, 
whofe  undoubted  Prerogative  it  is  to  call  Parliament,  and 
fix  the  time  of  their  meeting ;  fo  that  there  can  at  no 
time  be  any  fecurity  againft  the  exercife  of  this  power,  if 
there  were  a  fmifter  view  to  be  anfwered  by  exercifmg  it. 

This, ,  at  leaft  we  may  venture  to  aiErm,  that  if 

there  were  really  fuch  a  Prerogative,  depending  for  its  ex- 
iftence  upon  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  there  would  need 
to  be  the  greateft  imaginable  eircumfpedion  obferved  in 
calling  it  as  foon  as  practicable,  when  there  was  occafion 
for  the  exercife  of  the  power,  that  it  might  be  as  fhort- 
lived  as  poflible,  and  as  foon  brought  under  the  controul 
of  Parliament  as  could  be.  On  the  other  hand,  if  necefiity 
is  the  fole  foundation  of  this  dangerous  power,  or  Prero- 
gative, which-ever  it  be,  it  behoves  thofe  who  advife  the 

exercife- 
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exercife  of  it,  not  only  to  fee  that  the  neceflity  is  Indeed 
invincibk^  but  that  it  has  not  been  occafioned  by  any 
fault  of  their  own.  For  if  it  is  not  the  one,  the  adl  is  in 
no  way  juftifiable  ;  and  if  the  other,  that  very-  necefHty 
which  is  the  excufe  of  the  a6i,  will  be  the  accufation  of 
thofe  who  occafion  it ;  and  in  place  of  being  juftifiable  in 
their  condud,  they  muft  be  chargeable  firft  with  the 
blame  of  the  neceffity,  and  next  with  the  dangelr  of  the 
violation  of  the  law,  as  the  drunken  man  who  commits 
murder^  juftly  bears  the  guilt  both  of  inebriation  and 
blood  (hed. 

But  nothing  can  (o  well  put  the  condu£l  of  admini- 
ftration  in  the  true  light,  which  will  ihew  it  to  be  moil 
indefenfible,  as  a  few  fadls,  of  which  it  will  not  coft  many 

words  to  remind   your .     And  let  me  firft  beg  your 

—  attention  to  the  defence  made  for  adminiftration  liy 
themfelves,  as  it  has  been  given  by  two  of  the  M — ^— rrs- 
One  —  in  a  great  —  (the  S —  of  — e)  has  faid,  he  was 
aftonifhed  when  he  found  that  in  the  a6i:  pafled  laft  fefr* 
iion,  there  was  ho  provilion  giving  power  to  the  King 
and  Council  to  prolong  the  prohibition  beyond  the  26th 
of  Auguft,  and  that  he  could  hardly  believe  it.     Another 

T-  in  a  h e  (my  L —  P 1)  fays,  he  was  amazed 

when  he  made  the  fame  difcovery  ;  and  to  diftinguifh  his 
greatnefs  by  a  fuperiority  above  the  trifles  of  the  end  ot 
laft  S — n,  he  informs  the^ — that  he  went  to  B — h  before 
P —  rofe>  and  did  not  know  fo  much  as  whether  it  broke 
up  in  May  or  June. — This  is  really  an  extraordinary  tone 
of  hurh-thrumbo  greatnefs,  and  it  may,  for  aught  I  know, 
carry  a  great  air  with  it ;  but  I  think  it  is  vtry Jirange 
language.  And  fancy  if  your  ■ —  find  any  other  reafon  to 
join  in  the  amazement  and  aftoniftiment  of  thefe  two 
great  — -,  it  muft  be  that  they  were  both  fo  ignorant  of 
what  it  was  their  indifpenfible  and  moft  urgent  duty  to 
be  acquainted  with,  and  what  I  fhould  imagine  very  few 
befides  themfelves  did  not  know.  The  furprize  can  only 
be  funk  in  another  wonder,  ftill  greater,  that  fo  unac* 
countable  ignorance  fhould  be  avowed  and  oiFered  as  an 
apology  for  the  moft  inexcufable  negle61:  of  a  moft  necef- 
fary  duty,  upon  an  attention  to  which  the  fafety  of  the 
kingdom  depended. 

But  when  was  it  that  thefe  attentive  Minifters  made 
this  amazing  difcovery  ?  So  very  early,  we  are  told,  as 
the  laft  day  of  Auguft  or  firft  of  Septeanber,  when  the 

R  a  prohi- 
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prohibition  by  the  laft  year's  z6i  was  expired.  And  what 
was  it  that  brought  fo  immaterial  an  objecSi,  as  an  alarm- 
ing fcarcity,  a  threatned  famine,  under  the  confideration 
of  the  Miniftry  ?  A  letter  which  it  feems  was  received 
from  a  watchful  Magijlrate^  the  late  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, who  is  but  an  inferior  Mmifter  of  government, 
though  in  an  office  of  great  ftate  and  dignity. 

Thus,  by  the  Minifters  own  account,  from  the  middle 
of  July,  when  his  —  called  them  into  his  fervice,  to  the 
beginning  of  September,  they  had  not  once  beftowed  a 
thought  upon  the  prognoftics  or  proofs  of  a  general  fcar- 
city, though  it  was  the  fubje6l  of  writing  in  all  the  daily 
news  papers,  the  caufe  of  difquiet  in  all  quarters  of  the 
xingdom,  and  of  converfation  in  every  company,  that  of 
minifters,  I  fuppofe,  only  excepted : 

Sidera  quis^  mundumqut  velet  fpeSfare  cadentem^ 
Expers  ipfe  metusf 

The  patriotic  MiniHers,  however,  did  not  themfelves 
feel ;  and  if  we  may  judge  of  things  that  are  not  feen  by 
thofe  which  do  appear,  they  were  engaged  in  the  more 
important  bufinefs  of  fettling  who  fhould  cede  that  another 
might  fucceed^  what  reverfion  or  penfion  one  fhould  have, 
and  what  compenfation  or  encreafe  of  emolument  another 
fhould  have  out  of  the  over-flowing  treafury  of  this  richy 
opulent i  and  unincumbered  country.  Had  a  fingle  hour  of 
the  many  days  fpent  in  adjufting  the  arrangement  for  one 
office,  been  employed  in  confulting  about  the  means  of 
preferving  bread  to  the  poor,  miferable,  hungry,  and  op- 
prefTed  rubje£l :  the  flints  that  ftruck  each  other  in  that 
joflle  for  place,  might  have  cafl:  as  much  light  upon  the 
law  at  leaft,  as  to  have  fhewn  what  the  contents  were  of 
one^  not  to  fay  of  three  ads  of  Parliament  to  prevent  fcar- 
city and  famine,  pafiTed  but  a  few  months  before,       : 

What  were  the  circumflances  of  the  country,  when 
Adminiftration  was  in  this  callous,  torpid  and  benumbed 
ftate  ?  If  we  compare  them  with  the  fltuation  in  which 
things  were  when  Parliament  took  up  the  confideration 
of  the  corn  laft  feffion,  and  paflied  the  feveral  adts  for  fe- 
curing  a  national  fupply,  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  avoid 
feeing  a  remifliiefs  and  inattention  in  government,  op  this 
cccafion,  that  is  really  not  to  be  conceived,  even  after 
the  minifters  have  told  us,  that  truly  they  had  not  fo 
much  as  once  looked  into  thefe  laws  pf  laft  feffion,  fo 

late 
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late  as  the  30th  of  Auguft,  when  the  Lord  Mayor  wrote 
to  them. 

In  the  petition  ef  the  city  of  London  prefented  to  Par- 
liament, which  is  dated  the  17th  of  January  laft,  it  is 
fet  forth,  that  wheat  for  bread  had  for  three  months  been 
from  thirty-nine  (hillings  to  forty- two  (hillings.  In  that 
fituation  Parliament  thought  the  matter  worthy  their  at- 
tention, and  that  a  remedy  was  neceiTary  :  And  three 
bills  were  brought  into  the  H.  of  C.  which  all  pafTed  into 
2L&.S  ',  one  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  corn ;  another  for 
liberty  to  import  oats  and  oatmeal ;  and  a  third  for  liberty 
to  import  American  corn.  Thefe  bills  pzffed  the  H.  of 
C.  about  the  feventh  of  February,  after  which  they  had 
their  courfe  through  the  H.  of  L.  and  received  the  royal 
alTent  fome  time  after,  and  your  —  will  pleafe  to  attend 
to  it,  that  even  before  thefe  bills  pafTed,  wheat  was  come 
down  to  thirty-five  (hillings  and  fix-pence  ;  and  in  April 
the  beft  corn  was  down  at  thirty -four  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence,  the  worft  at  thirty- two  (liillings,  owing  to  the  re- 
medy interpofed  by  Parliament ;  which  your  —  fee  was 
fo  quick  and  immediate  in  its  operation,  that  the  prices, 
fell  even  before  the  law  was  pafled  :  Of  fuch  importance 
and  efFedl  is  the  proper  remedy,  when  applied  by  Parlia- 
ment y^^/o««%  and  timely.  Yet  under  that  fall,  three  or 
four  (hillings  below  the  prices  upon  confideration  of 
which  the  city  of  London  petitioned  and  the  Parliament 
proceeded  to  bring  in  bills,  did  the  legiflature  judge  fit  tp 
pafs  the  feveral  laws  -,  and  very  wifely,  becaufe  their  not 
doing  fo  would  have  had  juft  the  contrary  efFe<3,  and  have 
raifed  the  prices  above  what  they  were,  when  the  matter 
was  taken  up,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  doing  of  it 
lowered  them  fo  greatly  immediately. 

The  prohibition  acS  was  made  to  expire  the  26th  of 
Auguft,  and  the  two  others  for  liberty  of  importation  ex- 
pired the  29th  of  September ;  And  there  was  no  power 
given  by  the  a61:  to  the  K.  and  C.  to  continue  the  prohi- 
bition.-^So  much  for  what  pafl  laft  feflion. 

Now  for  what  concerns  the  Miniftry  of  this  year,  to 
fhew  their  attention.  By  the  weekly  returns  of  the  prices 
at  Bear-key,  it  appears  that  upon  the  28th  of  July  (by 
which  time  I  believe  the  adminiftration  had  taken  its 
f;orm,  for  the  Dictator  was  fet  to  work  about  the  12th) 
wheat  was  at  forty-four  (hillings,  that  is  two  (hillings 
above  the  highefl  price  when  the  city  of  London  peti- 
tioned parliament  in  January,  and  no  lefs  than  eight  fhi|r 

P-  3  l^ngs 
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lings  and  fix-pence  higher  than  when  the  bills  of  laft 
feffion  pafled.  Auguft  the  4th  it  was  forty-five  (hillings^ 
advanced  a  {hilling;  Auguft  iith  it  was  forty-three  {hil- 
lings 5  Auguft  1 8th  forty-four  (hillings ;  25  at  forty-five 
Ihillings;  and  by  September  18th  it  was  got  up  to  forty- 
eight  (hillings  and  three-pence;  and  was  at  fprty-ninc 
ihillings  on  the  15th  and  22d  of  September. 

The  prices  at  Bear-key  are  the  barometer  for  plenty 
and  fcarcity,  which  the  law  has  pointed  out  to  Ma- 
giftrates,  and  to  Minijiers  too,  unlefs  it  be  lio  part  of 
the  duty  of  Minifters  to  take  care  of  the  provifidn  of 
the  country,  becaufe  they  have  not,  like  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  the  afBze  of  bread  to  fet  week- 
ly. The  authentic  and  legal  information  is  at  hand, 
if  they  will  but  fend  to  Bear-key  or  Guildhall  for  it: 
And  one  would  think  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted  at  any 
time  when  the  ftate  of  the  country  as  to  com  is  but  doubtr 
.  ful  or  fufpicious.  In  a  year  when  there  had  been  a  fcar- 
city, and  no  lefs  than  three  temporary  a<f^s  of  Parliament 
to  provide  againft  ir,  fuch  an  omiilion  muft  be  deemed 
ftrknge  inattention,  an  unaccountable  negle6l. 

From  the  lift  of  prices  I  have  given  your  — ,  you  (e^ 
how  much  worfe  the  ftate  of  the  country  was  in  the 
jttbnths  of  July  and  Auguft,  than  when  Parliament  wag 
applie'd  to  laft  feftions ;  ftill  more  fo  than  when  the  a<S^s  of 
laft  fefBori  pafled :  And  the  ftate  of  the  weather  we  all 
know  was  for  a  long  time  moft  threatening,  efpecialjy 
coming  after  a  year  of  fcarcity.  God  knows  what  would 
have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  feafon  had  pot  taken  a  favour? 
able  turn  towards  the  harveft,  as  in  kind  providence  it 
did  :  Yet  all  this  while,  not  the  leaft  mark  of  care  in  ad- 
miniftration.  The  Minifters  who  had  the  watch,  inftead 
of  looking  out,  feem  to  have  been  the  only  quiet  and  un- 
concerned perfons  in  the  kingdom  :  they  did  not  fo  much, 
as  enquire  whether  government  was  armed  wijih  a  power 
of  prohibition. 

This  is  really  bard  to  be  credited.  If  the  Minifters 
had  no  friends  to  inform  them  of  the  expiring  laws ; 
furely  their  pwn  reflection,  had  they  ufed  any,  might  have 
told  them  long  before  the  26th  of  Auguft,  that  there  wa§ 
too  great  a  probability  fome  farther  femedy  Would  be  pe?? 
ceflary.  And  Parliament  (if  it  had  been  w6rth  while  to 
give  any  attention  to  what  they  had  done)  had  marked 
a  lifle  of  direiSlion  for  Admittiftration,  with  the  greatefl: 
C^a&ilefsj  by  making  the  prohibition  continue  tiH  the 
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26th  of  Auguft,  and  no  longer  ;  becaufe  there  could  not 
/fooncr  be  any  fupply  from  the  new  crop,  and  it  muft 
before  then  be  known  what  the  harveft  was,  and  how 
the  crop  turned  out :  So  that  if,  by  difappointment  in 
crop,  there  were  need  for  a  frefh  prohibition  or  other 
•remedy.  Parliament  could  be  called  in  time  to  apply  it. 
Parliament  had  thereby  given  at  the  fame  time,  the  mo§ 
explicit  teftimony,  not  only  that  they  underftood  it  to 
^e  their  province  to  give  the  remedy,  but  that  they  had 
now  referved  the  cognisance  of  the  affair  to  themfelves, 
not  chufmg  to  delegate  it  to  the  crown,  even  during  the 
recefs^  as  had  been  done  frequently  before.  If  Admini- 
.ilration  had  chofen  to  follow  the  Line  given  them  by 
Parliament,  they  had  a  plain  path  to  walk  in ;  which 
was  rto  other  than  this,  To  keep  their  eye  upon  the  ftate 
,of  the  country ;  and  if  there  appeared  to  te  the  leaft  ha- 
:zard  of  the  need  of  a  further  prohibition,  to  keep  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament  upon  f^ch  a  foot,  as  that  it 
.could  be  called  in  time,  and  with  a  reafonable  notice 
too  ; — a  method  that  the  Journals  fhew  has  been  often 
.pradifed  on  like  occafions.  Inllead  of  this,  Adminiftra- 
tion  took  no  thought,  gave  no  attention  to  the  matter 
at  all  ;  and  of  themfelves  neither  did,  nor  fhewed  any 
intention  to  do  any  thing,  notwithftanding  the  circum^ 
-itances  of  the  country,  as  events  turned  out,  made  the 
affair  of  fuch  -confequence. 

But  was  the  condudl  of  Adminifiration  a  bit  better, 
;or  wifer,  or  more  like  government,  when  they  were 
waked  out  of  their  firft  fleep,  and  goaded  on  to  their 
<luty,  by  others  to  whom  their  country  was  more 
.obliged  ?  Not  one  whit ;  but  if  poflible  rather  worfe. 
Of  this  alfo  there  is  the  fulleft  evi(ience. 

After  waiting  till  the  end  of  Auguft,  when  the  ftate 
iOf  the  country  was  beyond  conjecture,  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London,  in  the  letter  which  he  ^yrote  to  the  three 
great  Minifters  *,  told  them  the  ftock  of  grain  on  hand 
Avas  very  fmall ;  that  the  harveft  had  failed,  and  was  un- 
j)rodudtive  ;  and  that  there  were  then  (already)  come 
commiflions  for  buying  up  corn  here,  unlimited  in  price, 
and  to  an  immenfe  extent ,;  that  therefore  it  was  indif- 
.penfably  necdfary  fome  meafure  ihould  immediately  be 
;taken  to  ftop  the  exportation,  otherwife  the  kingdom 
^puld  very  foon  be  drained,  and  a  want  at  home.  This 
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was  material  information  indeed,  and  it   was  as  authen- 
tic as   material ;  for   your  —   will  refle<Sl:  from  whom  it 
came — Not  only  from  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  the  me- 
tropolis, but  that  Magiftrate  himfelf  the  beft  informed 
that  any  one  could  be,   from  his  private  fituation,  being 
the  greateft  corn-fa6lor  in  England,  perhaps  in  Europe  ;' 
a  worthy  and  fenfible  gentleman,  well  known  in  both 
houfes  of  Parliament,  where  he  has  often  attended  on 
occafions  relating  to  corn,  called  upon  as   the  ablefl  in 
the  kingdom  to  give  information  in  thefe  matters.    Such 
was  the  perfon  who  gave  this  information  to  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  was  the  more  worthy  of  regard,  and  ought 
to  be  mentioned  to  bis  honour,  that  his  duty  as  a  citizen 
of  the  commonwealth,  as  v/ell  as  a  Magiflrate,  in  the 
high  office  he  then  bore  in  the  city  of  London,  prevailed 
over  his  own  private  intereft,  as  there  was  not  another 
man  in  the  kingdom  fo  much  interefted  in  the  profit  to 
be  had  by  the  commiilions  from  abroad.     It  were  to  be 
wifhed,  though  1  am  not  enthufiaftic  enough  to  hope  it, 
that  fuch  an  example  of  difinterejled  patriotifm  and  pub- 
lic virtue  would  afcend.     But  in  late  tranfa^lions,   my 
Lord  Mayor's  vigilance  in  his  office  as  a  Magiflrrate,  has 
not  been  more  wofully  contrafted  by  the  Negledl:  of  Mi- 
nifters,  than   his  noble  contempt  of  gain  in  his  private 
character  as  a  man,  by  the  penfioned  2iV2ix\cQ  of  his  fupe- 
riors  ; — An  excellent  foil  to   illuftrate  the  fplendor  of 
his  virtues  ! 

What  did  this  information  produce  ?  Juil  nothing;  ^t 
leaft  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the  country.  My  L —  P — 
S —  and  the  S—  of  S —  went  to  ilatute-books  before 
"unopened,  not  dog-eared^  and  .  there  made  the  amazing 
oflGniJhing  difcovery,  that  the  a61:  of  Parliament  of  laft 
feffion  gave  no  pov/er  to  the  King  and  Council  to  pro- 
long the  prohibition.  There  government  refted  :  the 
kingdom  was  left  to  be  amazed  in  their  turn,  and  my 
Lord  Mayor's  letters  added  to  the  lumber  of  the  public 
offices. 

The  confideration  of  fome  weighty  and  important  af- 
fair thus  forced  upon  Adminiflration,  was  yet  laid  afide 
for  fome  days  ;  and  your  —  will  not  forget,  that  at  this 
time  Parliament  was  not  prorogued,  though  there  had 
been  no  thought  of  calling  it,  as  there  fhould  have  been 
much  fooner  j  and  if  it  had  been  called  when  my  Lord 
Mayor's  letter  came,  which  reprefented  the  indifpenfible 
Deceffity  ther^  was  of  taking  fome  me^fures,  and  when 
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the  wonderful  difcovery  was  made  that  no  powers  were 
left  with  the  King  and  Council,  it  might  have  been  af- 
fembled  by  the  20th  of  September,  on  twenty  days  no- 
tice, which  even  the  —  on  the  W — k  has  condefcended 
to  agree  would  be  due  notice ;  or  if  fix  days  more  had 
been  given,  ftill  it  might  have  met  to  apply  the  legal 
conftitutional  relief  as  early  as  the  time  when  the  difpen-^ 
fing  power  v/as  exerted  under  pretence  of  the  recefs  of 
Parliament. 

It  would  feem  however,  that  after  a  week  or  ten  days 
confideration,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  put  fome  mark 
of  refpe6l  upon  my  Lord  Mayor's  letter  :  And  it  has 
been  faid,  that  a  Council  was  held  about  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, when,  by  the  Bear-key  prices,  wheat  was  only 
at  forty-eight  (hillings  and  three-pence.  But  that  Coun- 
cil ordered  no  embargo  ;  neither  was  it  judged  reafonable 
or  neceflary  to  call  Parliament.  The  council  however 
did  fomewhat,  rather  I  think  to  amufe  and  fliew  their 
ignorance  than  any  thing  elfe  ;  though  it  is  like  the 
amufement  in  the  fable  of  the  frogs.  Accordingly  that 
wife  and  ufeful  Proclamation  againfi:  foreftalling  was 
brought  forth,  bearing  date  the  loth  of  September : 
And  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  poor  ftarving  people, 
and  miniftring  prefent  and  effectual  relief  to  their  di- 
ilrefs,  it  publiflies  this  comfortable  news,  that  the  prices 
of  corn  are  already  very  much  encreafed^  and  the  fame  is 
likely  to  grow  ?nuch  dearer^  to  the  great  opprejjion  of  the  poor* 
The  people  cry  for  bread,  and  the  Minilters  gave,  them 
a  Proclamation  ;  nay  left  one  (hould  not  be  enough, 
they  gave  them  two  of  the  fame  date,  and  in,  the  fame 
Gazette  ;  and  the  fecond  much  worfe  than  the  ijrft.  I 
cannot  on  this  occafion  drive  from  my  mind  thefe  words 
of  the  Scripture,  which  fay,  "  If  a  fon  afk  bread  from 
*^  any  of  you  that  is  a  father,  will  he  give  him  a  ftone? 
*'  Or  if  he  afk  a  fifh,  will  he  for  a  fifh  give  him  a^fer- 
*'  pent  ?  Or  if  he  fhall  afk  an  egg,  will  he  offer  him  a 
*'  icorpion  ?"  Perhaps  two  fuch  Proclamations  never 
were  coupled  together.  The  one  proclaims  a  growing 
dearth,  when  the  ports  were  by  law  open  for  the  free 
exportation  of  every  ounce  of  grain  in  the  kingdom, 
with  the  higheft  temptation  to  export,  by  an  unlimited 
demand  from  abroad,  to  prevent  which  no  remedy  could 
be  legally  applied  but  by  authority  of  Parliament:  and 
under  thefe  circumftances  does  the  other  Proclamation 
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prorogue  the  Parliament    to  the  nth    of    November, 
faty-one  days. 

If  it  had  been  the  purpofe  or  deliberation  of  Govern^ 
ment  to  aggravate  rather  than  to  alleviate  the  diftrefs  of 
the  country,  and  by  driving  to  defpair,  to  promote  in^ 
furredion  and  fire,  what  more  efFe<Stual  method  could 
have  been  purfued  ?  1  fpeak  to  fads  5  and  it  is  well  they 
are  proved,  for  I  fhould  not  expeft  to  be  believed  with--- 
out  evidence.  What  were  the  confequences  ?  The  que- 
Ition  may  well  be  afked  ;  but  I  fliall  not  anfwer  it,  for 
liear  I    fhould   feem   to  juftify   what    I   condemn   and 


regret. 


But  I  will  tell  your what  happened  after  thefe 

Proclamations.  Wheat  that  was  at  forty-eight  fhillings 
2nd  three-pence  on  the  8th  of  September,  was  at  forty- 
nine  fhillings  on  the  15th  and  22d ;  and  there  were 
rifmgSj  riots  and  tumults,  in  all  corners  of  the  kingdom, 
and  troops  marched  from  county  to  county,  to  quell  in- 
furre£lions  by  military  force:  Famine  and  the  fword 
met:  Murders  have  been,  and  executions  muft  be; 
the  laws  trampled  upon  and  tranfgrefied  by  the  people : 
i\£ls  of  Parliament  from  a  carehjs  neceffity  broken,  and 
fufpended  by  power  without  right.  Royal  authority, 
that  is,  unfounded  prerogative,  (for  royal  authority  and 
prerogative,  (for  royal  authority  and  prerogative  are  fy- 
nonimous  conveftible  terms) :  B:oyal  authority,  1  fay, 
exerted  againll  law.  For  at  lofty  when  no  legal  remedy 
was  left  for  an  infupportable  evil,  the  embargo  by  order 
of  Council,  that  Vfolent^  but  then  neceflary,  and  alfo  in^ 
adequate  remedy,  wa$  iffued  the  3t6th  of  September,  It 
YJ2iS  forced  by  the  cries  and  rifings  of  the  people,  and  by 
petitions  from  the  great  cities,  and  particularly  the  pe- 
tition prefented  to  the  King  on  the  23d,  from  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen  of  London,  who  could 
no  longer  remain  filent  fpe6lators  of  the  diftrefs  and  danr 
ger,  which  near  a  month  before  had  been  reprefented  iri 
foch  ilrong  terms  to  the  Miniftry,  by  their  worthy  and 
vigilant  chief  Magiftrate,  in  a  more  priv^ate  capacity  and 
form. 

As  to  what  has  been  faid  in  the  debate,  that  the  fa^lg 
laid  before  the  Council  on  the  loth  of  September,  which 
xflbed  the  Proclamations  againft  foreftalling,  and  for  pro- 
roguing the  Parliament,  were  not  fuificient  foundation 
for  their  proceeding  to  an  embargo;  that  it  was  then 
only  z  Jurmife  of  fcarcityj  and  that  the  circumftances 
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were  fo  much  changed  before  the  26th,  when  the  em- 
bargo was  ordered,  that  it  could  be  no  longer  delayed  ; 
I  own  1  cannot  underftand  what  it  means  :  for  we  fee  by 
the  Bear- key  returns,  that  (as  already  mentioned)  wheat 
was  at  forty-eight  (hillings  and  three-pence,  on  the  8th 
of  September,  that  isy  above  the   bounty  price ;  and  it 
was  but  nine-pence  higher,  viz.  forty-nine  on  the  22d 
of  September.     But  the  order  for  an  embargo  is  really 
the  Miniftry's  indictment  drawn  up  by  themfelves :  for  it 
fets  forth  as  its  ground  the  very  information  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  had  given  the  Miniftry  twenty- 
fix  days  beforehand   upon  tho{t  grounds  of  urgent  «/- 
ceffity  now  impending^  that  is,  that  they  had  been  certi- 
fied of  as  impending  a  month  before,  and  for  the  fafety,^ 
benefit  and  fujfenance  of  his  majefty's   fubje6ts,  his  ma- 
jefty  then  only^  by  the  advice  of  his  Privy -Cowtcil^  orders 
an  embargo  on  wheat  and  wheat  flour,  and  nothi?jg  elfe. 
And  the  necefpdy  of  laying  it  on  by  the  Royal  Authority  is 
ftated  in  thele  expreffive  words  :  "  And  whereas  the  Par- 
^'  \\2imt'eiX.  Jlanding  prorogued  to  the  nth  of  November 
**  next,  his  majefty  has  not  an  opportunity  of  taking  the 
f  advice  of  his  Parliament  fpeedily  enough  upon  the  pre- 
♦'  Jent  emergency  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  a  mifchief  daily 
«^  encreafmg,  and  which,  if  not  immediately  provided 
*'  againlt,  might  be  produ6live  of  r^/^7«///V.f /)^  allpoffi^ 
*'  hility  of  remedy  :^*  A  very  juft  account  of  the  fituation 
pf  things  that  had  been  the  prefetit  emergency  for  the  two 
preceding  months,  and  of  the  neceffity  of  thcfpeedy  re- 
medy that  had  been  fo  unaccountably  delayed  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  any  way  during  that  time,  and  that  a  voluntary 
a<3:  of  Adminiftration,  in  the  prorogation  of  Parliament, 
when  the  emergency  was  come  to  the  word,  had  ren- 
dered impracticable  in  the  legal  and  proper  way.     But 
the  moft  curious  part  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  want  of 
an  opportunity  of  advifmg  fpeedily  enough  with  the  Parlia- 
ment, is  fpoken  of  as  a  common  or  unavoidable  and  un- 
forefeen  cafualty,  though  the  Miniftry  themfelves  were 
the  caufe  that  his  Majefty  could  not  then  have,  and  had 
not  even  foonerhad  that  opportunity. 

But  if  the  proclamation  for  the  embargo  is  confldered 
as  a  remedy y  even  this  aCi:  of  Power  now  juftified  as  pre- 
rogative^  was  itfelf  but  the  crowning  blunder,  by  con- 
fining the  embargo  to  wheat  and  wheat  flour.  The  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament  extended  their  prohibition,  under  lefs 
prefTing  circumftances  and  lower  prices,  to  all  grain, 
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and  every  thing  of  corn  kind,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  ftarch. 
And  one  would  have  thought,  that  when  the  Crown 
was  advifed  to  fufpend  a£ts  of  Parliament  for  the  public 
good,  the  difpenfmg  power  might  alfo  for  the  greater 
good  of  the  public,  have  paid  that  compliment  to  the 
a(£t  of  Parliament,  to  have  followed  it  fully,  and  not  in 
a  part  only,  when  the  whole  prohibition  was  far  more 
jieceiTary  than  at  the  time  the  law  was  made  :  not  to  fay 
that  the  example  of  parliament  was  at  leaft  a  fort  of  {bel- 
ter for  a  prerogative-ufurpation  upon  its  power.  But  even 
without  reforting  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  for  in- 
ftru61:ion,  fuch  an  error  as  the  omiffion  of  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  all  manner  of  grain  in  the  Proclama- 
tion, could  not  have  been  fallen  into,  without  either  the 
greateft  inattention,  or  moft  amazing  unfkilfulnefs  ;  for 
hardly  any  body  is  fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  a  di- 
minution of  any  one  fpecies  of  grain,  not  only  raifes 
the  price  of  that  particular  fpecies,  but  ajfFe<Sl:s  all  the 
reft,  becaufe  of  the  increafe  of  confumption  of  thefe  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  want  of  the  other.  And  fo  the  expor- 
tation of  barley,  which  was  not  reftrained  by  the  em- 
bargo, has  contributed  to  keep  up  the  price  of  wheat, 
befides  enhancing  that  of  malt  to  an  intolerable  de- 
gree *. 

If  Parliament  had  been  called  in  time,  there  might 
have  been  a  more  early,  and  there  certainly  would  have 
"been  a  more  adequate  and  fatisfadtory  remedy  applied  to 
the  evil :  and  the  very  profpecSt  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament would  have  kept  the  people  quiet,  as  they  will 
always  have  more  confidence  in  parliament  than  in  any 
adminiftration,  and  will  patiently  wait  for  the  relief  for 
which  they  naturally  look  up  to  the  Legiflature.  But 
in  a  IViiniftry  that  from  the  beginning  had  paid  no  at- 
tention to  the  calamity,  either  in  its  prefages  or  effects, 

*  The  Parliament  loft  no  time  in  remedying^,  as  faft  as  they 
could,  the  blunders  of  adminiftration.  They  revived  the  Prohi- 
kition  aam\\.& full  extent',  renewed  the  two  other  a^s  before 
mentioned,  which  expired  on  the  29th  of  September  ;  and  have 
taken  other  wife  and  necefiary  precautions,  i^ut  that  there 
might  be  no  public  aft  with  regard  to  this  great  concern,  the 
prevention  of  famine,  executed  by  adminiftration,  without  fome 
egregious  blunder,  and  fome  glaring  proof  of  ignorance  and  in^ 
attention,  the  Privy  Council,  though  they  had  a  power  to  pro- 
hibit diftillation  till  twenty  day  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
prohibited  it  only  for  three.  In  confequence  of  which,  all  the 
tiiftiilery  might  go  on  till  the  aft  paffed  to  ftop  it. 
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and  that  cut  off  all  hopes  of  Parliamentary  relief  by  a 
prorogation,  when  they  proclaimed  the  evil  to  be  come 
to  a  great  height,  and  dill  growing  ;  in  fuch  a  Miniftry 
the  people  could  take  no  confidence,  nor  could  they  in- 
deed be  expelled  to  continue  quiet  under  fuch  circum- 
jftances.  From  Minifters  capable  of  blundering  fo  grofsly 
in  fo  plain  and  necefiary  a  buimefs  as  the  care  of  provifion 
for  bread  to  the  kingdom,  what  may  not  be  expe6bed  of 
the  blundering  kind,  in  other  matters  of  more  difficulty, 
for  of  more  importance  there  can  hardly  be  any  ?  With 
fteerfmen  at  the  rudder  fo  inexpert  in  our  own  ports, 
the  fhip  is  not  to  be  trufted  in  the  wide  fea. 

Some  pretences  have  been  made,  I  cannot  call  them 
excufes,  for  not  calling  the  Parliament,  which  has  been 
the  origQ  malt.  One  ^—  fpeaks  in  a  contemptuous  ftile  ; 
he  fays  all  the  difference  is,  that  the  King  has  been  ad- 
vifed  by  his  Little  inftead  of  his  Great  Council. 

This  way  of  fpeaking  is  unconftitutional,  and  ridi- 
culous. I  hope  Parliament  will  always  maintain  its  own 
fuper-eminent  diflindlion,  and  mark  it  fo  as  it  fhall 
not  be  the  by-word  of  any  Minifter,  by  ihewing  on  this, 
and  every  other  occafion,  that  the  King's  Privy  Council, 

which  the calls  the  Little  Council,  is  indeed  little 

in  comparifon  of  the  great  Council  o^  the  Nation^  as  well 
as  of  the  Crown ;  and  that  this  Little  Council,  or  any 
one  Man,  who  didlates  to  them, .  never  fhall  be  entrufted 
with,  the  power  qifufpending  or  difpenfmg  with  the  fland- 
ing  law  of  the  land,  on  any  pretence  whatever.  If  that 
were  allowed  of,  there  is  no  law  fo  fundamental  but 
might  be  fubverted,.  nor  any  government  more  abfolute 
than  that  which  might  be  introduced. ' 

The  —  fays,  "  he  does  not  enquire  whether  my  Lord 
Mayor's  letter  was  wrote  a  day  fooner  or  a  day  later.-^ 
There  is  2^littlenefsyizys  he,  in  minding  dates  of  Proclama- 
tions,—  theday  of  laying  the  embargo,  of  proroguing  the 
■Parliament,  and  the  day  fixed  for  lis  meeting  —  Thefe 
are  minutia,  beneath  notice  :  Saving  a  country  frorn  ruin 
is  a  great  objedl:.— He  -goes  to  the  great  obje6l  of  pre- 
venting famine.  '  ;  .  ' 
—  Saving  a  country  from. famine  /j  a  great  objecft  j 
but  it  may  depend  on  nothing  fo  much  as  ?ninutie^^  fuch 
as  the  —  would  overlook.  It  did  depend  upon  fuch  zw/- 
nutice  as  dates  in  this  inftance  ;  and  the  overfight  promoted 
the  famine,  which  attention  might  have  prevented,  fooner, 
and  to  much  better  effect. — But  furely  no  inftgnce  can 

ever 
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ever  be  more  unfortunate,  of  contemptible  mlnuu'a,  than 
that  of  minding  of  days  and  dates,  when  the  fafety  of  a 
country  is  concerned*  States  have  perifhed  by  the  ne- 
glect of  an  hour,  and  moments  have  decided  the  fate  of 
empires.  The  Prorogation  of  Parliament,  in  fuch  a  fea- 
fon  of  calamity  and  danger,  was  no  minute  blunder. 
Lafl  year  that  —  faid  he  could  not  commend  th^  then  admini-^ 
.  ftration  for  calling  Parliament  early ^  as  they  termed  it, 
becaufe  he  thought  their  fpeed  was  delay,  in  fuch  a  eon-* 
jun6lure  as  that  was  ;  though  the  ground  of  his  com- 
plaint of  delay  was  not  that  America  had  been  fuffered  to 
continue  in  rebellion  for  months,  but  that  fo  much  time 
had  been  lofl  in  giving  thefe  poor  opprefTed  fubje£ls  re- 
lief from  the  grievances,  which  bethought  juftified  their 
mutiny.  Now  when  one  greater  and  wifer  than  all  other 
men  is  Minifter,  days  and  dates  are  minutia*  It  is  his 
Prerogative  to  blunder  and  be  blamelefs. 

But,  fays  the  — ,  Parliament  could  not  have  been  con^- 
veniently  aflembled  fooner,—  It  may  do  for  great  ^~  who 
live  at  their  fine  palaces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
capital,  to  come  up  here  at  any  time;—  and  to  be  fure 
^ny  man  may  get  upon  the  back  of  a  poft  horfe^  and  ride 
^s  faft  as  he  can  :-?-  but  it  will  not  fuit  all  the  members 
Qf  the  two  houfes,  that  are  to  be  brought  from  the  Eaffc 
and  the  Weft,  from  the  South  and  the  North  of  this  large 
Itingdom,  to  call  them  from  their  houfes  and  their  do* 
meftic  affairs,  at  an  inconvenient  feafon,  and  upon  fhort 
notice. — This  cannot  be  done  without  notable  inconve^ 
nience. — And  nothing  is  fo  dangerous  as  furreptitious 
©leetings  of  Parliament.— -The  great  fecurity  of  our  Li^ 
berties  confifts  in  calling  Parliament  upon  full  notice, 
%o  prevent  all  furprize.-r^And  by  furreptitious  Conven- 
tions, all  countries  that  have  been  enjlaved^  have  lojl  ihdr 
liberties,  of  which  confident  aflertion,  he  however  neither 
4\4  nor  can  give  one  inftance  from  any  hiftory. 

Muft  we  then,  — ^,  for  fear  of  a  furreptitious  furrender 
pf  our  Liberties  by  Parliament,  truft  the  Privy  Council 
with  a  power  that  would  fubvert  our  liberties,  and  ren- 
der our  property  precarious  ?  But  can  the  lowejl  number 
of  Lords  and  Commoners  that  can  make  a  Parliament, 
be  l^fs  f^fe  than  the  Little  Council  ?  The  law  of  the  land 
tias  taught  me  that  Parliament  aflembled  without  any 
notice  at  all,  is  a  better  fecurity  for  our  Liberties  than 
any  Privy  Council ;  and  therefore,  upon  the  critical  e^ 
m^rg^ncy  Qf  a  demife  of  the  Crown^  Parliament  is  by 

ilatute 
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ftatute  appointed  to  alTemble /ww^i/Wi^,  however  it  may 
happen  to  ftand  prorogued  at  the  time.  So  jealous  is  the 
conftitution  of  a  pretence  left  to  the  fucceflbr  to  the  throne 
to  govern  with  his  Privy   Council  without  Parliament, 

But -,  it  is  very  extraordinay  to  bear   the  danger 

of  a  furreptitious  aflembling   of  Parliament,  ufed  as  an 
argument  againft  hafte  in  a  feafon  of  imminent  danger, 
by  thofe  who  argue  for  necejjity  as  fufficient  to  fujpend  a.nd 
difpenfe  with  laws  and   acSls  of  Parliament  ?  Is  there  more 
fafety  in  making  necejftty  a  law- maker,  or  a  lex  temporise 
than  in  making  it  only  a   hafty  conveener  of  the  true 
legislature  of  the  kingdom  ?  •■    •  ■  Minifters  may  not  be 
fond  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  even  when  they  do 
do  not  fear  much  harm  from  it  to  their  power ;  becaufe, 
though  it  does  not  immediately  or  certainly  deftroy,  it 
puts  them  to  mind,  in  the  midft  of  their  arrogance,  that 
they  are  mortal,  like  the  Slave  in  the  Triumphal  Car. 
For  my  part,  I  have  no  fear  of  Parlian^ent,  called  any 
how  :  but  I  have  great  fear  of  a  power  in  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil that  would  fuperfede  Parliament,     Tt  was  the  Rump 
of  a  well- weeded  Parliament  that  abolifhed  the  monarchy^ 
but  no  proclamation  can  garble  either  a  Houfe  of  Lords 
or  Commons  :  and  before  any  number  afiembled  furrep- 
titioufly  could  fit  long  enough  to  attempt  a  furrenderof 
our  liberties,  the  moft  diftant  menaber,  who  did  not  chufe 
to  be  a  flave,  would  find  his  way  to  Weftminfter,  if  th 
hack  ofapdfi-horfi  would  carry  him;  and  the  traitors 
would  very  foon  find  that  they  had   only  forfeited  their 
own  heads,  to  confirm  the  Liberty  of  their  incenfed  coun- 
try.    In  the  prefent  caie,  however,  there  was  no  occa- 
fion  for  a  hafty  convocation  of  Parliament.     Government 
needed  not  to  have  been  run  to  the  minutla  of  hours  or 
d:ays.     Had  Parliament  been  called,  even  when  it  was 
culpably  prorogued,  it  might  have  had  a  longer  notice 
than  many   felfions  have  fat  upon.     Nor  can  I  fee  any 
notable  inconvenieney  in  calling  it  fo  foon,  unlefs  that  the 

• could  not  have  ftaid  fo  long  at  the  Waters  ;  as  I 

prefume  it  could  not  have  fafely  met  without  his  —  pre- 
fence  to  guide  it.  As  to  forty  days  notice  being  neceffary 
for  calling  Parliament,  it  is  aaaflertion  without  all  foun- 
dation, contradicted  by  ufage,  and  by  the  very  ftile  of 
theufual  Proclamations  which  fpeak  only  of  due  and  con^ 
venient  notice ;  to  efFe<St  which  there  is  no  charm  either 
in  the  number  forty,  thirty,  or  any  other.  I  was  fur- 
prized  to  hear  the  —  and  —  fay,^  he  held  it  to  be  the  la'iu 
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ofParliameut^  that  forty  days  was  necefTary.     There  is 

no  fuch   mos  Parliamentarius.     And  th^ muft  have 

forgot   himfelf :  for  in  the  very  firft  year   of  this   reign. 
Parliament  was  called  and  fat  for  difpatch  of  bufmefs  on 

twelve  days  notice  by  proclamation.     The knows 

tvho  then  advifed  his  Majefly,  and  was  in  xhQ  firft  office 
in  the  kingdom.  But  if  it  were  necefTary  to  go  into 
them,  numberlefs  inftances  fmce  the  Union  are  ready  to 
be  pointed  out,  of  Parliament  being  called  and  fitting  on 
twelve,  fixteen,  twenty  days,  and  other  indifferent  num- 
bers: and  the — and  ^— — is  unfupported  in  this  opi- 
nion, which  is,  indeed,  totally  a  miftake ;  the  other — 

and  '— —  on  the k  having  agreed  that  twenty  days 

is  due  notice.  There  remains  therefore  no  cloak  for  ex- 
cufe  for  the  blunder  of  proroguing  Parliament  ior fixty-one 
inftead  even  o^ forty  days,  at  a  time  when  it  was  fo  ne- 
cefTary to  have  alTembled  it  upon  the  Ihorteft  notice  for 
which  there  was  any  precedent ;  and  when,  if  it  had  been 
called  even  upon  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  Pro- 
clamation proroguing  it,  it  would  have  prevented  the 
neceffity  for  an  embargo  Ijy  the  Crown  againft  law,  and 
hindered  thofe  dangerous  tumults  and  infurredlions  that 
at  laft  extorted  an  a(St  of  fuch  dangerous  example  from 
Adminiflration. 

, The  occaflon  is  my  apology  for  having  faid  fo 

much  y  yet  it  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  might  have  been 
faid  on  the  fubjedt,  upon  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  trouble  you. 

• I  am  not  afraid  of  the  jufl  prerogative  of  the 

crown. ^It  is  a  part  of  the  conftitution,  and  it  is  falutary. 
*'  The  people's  liberties  ftrengthen  the  King's  preroga- 
^'  tive,  and  the  King's  prerogative  defends  the  people's 
*'  liberties."  So  faid  the  unfortunate  Prince  Charles 
the  Firft.  But  he  faid  it  falfely  and  deceitfully,  apply- 
ing it  to  his  own  depraved  principles  of  government,  in 
which  he  was  nurfed  up  to  his  ruin,  by  a  father  who 
never  fat  in  that  chair y  but  he  taught  like  a  royal  pro- 

fefTor  the  ^o^rines  of  arbitrary  power  to  your an- 

ceftors,  who  were  but  unapt  fcholars.  What  the  felf- 
deluded,  and  felf-deftroyed  King  faid  deceitfully,  I  think 
iincerely  in  the  juft  fenfe. 

Neither,  —  — ,  do  I  fear  the  power  of  the  Crown, 
in  the  hands  of  the  gracious  Prince  now  reigning.  He 
made  it  his  early  declaration  from  the  throne,  that  our 
Liberty  was  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own  prerogative  :  And 

Itruft 
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I  truft  a  long  line  of  illuftrlous  defcendents  fpriing  from 
him,  will  inherit  his  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
the  LAWS  of  which  transferred  the  imperial  diadem  of 
thefe  realms  from  thofe  who  were  not  worthy  of  it,  to 
his  Majefty's  auguft  houfe.  The  freedom  of  the  fubje6t 
is  the  brighted  jewel  in  the  crown.  It  is  the  fuper-emi- 
rient  prerogative  of  the  Kings  of  England,  by  which 
they  excel  in  glory  all  the  fpvereigns  on  earth,  that  thty 
rule  over  Freemen,  not  over  Jlaves,  The  Brunfwicic 
line  efteems  it  fo.     They  have  (hewn  it. 

But,  -^ I  dread  principles,  the  fears  of  which  this 

nation  yet  bears : Principles  deftrudive  to  the  peo- 
ple, dangerous  to  the    prince: Principles  that  lie 

at  the  root  of  all  the  illegal  prerogatives  ufurped,  and  all 
the  arbitrary  power  exercifed  bj^  a  Charles  or  a  James,— 
Thefe  principles  I  will  refift,  adopt  or  countenance 
them  vi?ho  will.  I  will  refift  them  not  more  from  regard 
to  Liberty,  than  from  love  to  my  Sovereign  and  his  fa- 
mily. They  are  poifonous  principles,  and  they  are  in- 
fedious.  If  it  were  poUible  to  deceive  even  the  eleSf 
family— to  impofe  upon  a  prince  of  that  houfe  chofen  to 
maintain  our  Liberties  ;  it  could  only  be  done  by  prin- 
ciples found  in  the  mouths  of  the  profefTed  friends  of 
Liberty,  who  have  got  accefs  to  the  royal  ear  by  fuch 
profeffions.  The  fafety  of  the  crown,  as  well  as  the 
lecurity  of  the  fubje61:,  requires  us  to  fhut  up  every  ave- 
nue that  could  lead  to  tyranny :  And  he  who  would 
unbar  thofe  gates  which  exclude  it,  is  not,  in  his  hearty 
far  from  the  iuft  of  it.  I  will  fufpe£i:  no  man  without 
a  caufe.  But  I  will  truft  no  man  with  what  the  con- 
ftitution  has  not  made  a  truft ; — with  any  power  that 
muji  do  a  general  mifchief ;  tho'  in  a  particular  emer- 
gency, it  might  have  a  chance  ^ doing  fome  good.  Such 
a  power  I  will  not  truft  in  the  crown  ;  no,  not  for  a  cafe 
oi  necejjityy -For  as  Lord  Falkland,  while  he  re- 
mained the  advocate  for  Liberty,  and  before  he  lifted  in 
the  fervice  of  King  Charles's  defpotifm,  faid,  fpeaking 
of  the  ftiip-money  judges,  and  their  criminal  opinion, 
*'  When  that  necejjity  which  they  would  have  fo  abfolute 
*'  and  certain,  takes  place,  the  law  of  the  land  ceafes  ; 
**  and  that  of  general  reafon  and  equity,  by  which  par- 
«'  ticular  laws  at  firft  were  framed,  returns  to  the  King's 
*'  throne  and  government,  where  Salus  Populi  becomes 
«<  not  only  Suprema  but  Sola  Lex-,  at  which,   and  to 

Vol,  VIL  S  "  which 
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*'  which  end,  whofoever  difpenfes  with  the  King,  dif- 
*'  pences  with  us,  to  make  ufe  of  hisand  one  another*s.** 
—  —  Men  are  but  men.  Unwife  and  unfafe  truftsy. 
are  the  fureft  inlet  of  treacherous,  and  infamous  breaches 
of  truft.  The  Hiftory  of  England  fhews  how  quickly, 
and  fhamefully,  heroes  for  liberty  have  become  tools 
of  defpotifm.  But,  to  ufe  words  I  have  heard  from  a 
certain  noble  Lora,  when  fuch  expreffions  ferved  his  turn^ 
—If  we  fee  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  difpofttion  fome- 
where ^  the  call  for  v/atchfulnefs  is  loud.  Danger  knocks 
at  the  gate.  A  tyrannical  fubje6t  wants  but  a  tyrannical 
difpofed  mafter,  to  be  a  minifter  of  arbitrary  power.  If 
fuch  a  minifler  finds  not  fuch  a  mafter,  he  will  be  thes 
tyrant  of  his  Prince,  as  much  as  of  his  fellow-fervants 
and  fellow-fubjeds,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  my  Sove- 
reign in  chains,  even  if  he  were  content  to  wear  them  y 
— to  fee  him  unfortunately  in  chains,  from  which  per- 
haps he  could  with  difHculty  free  himfelf,  till  the  perfon 
who  impofed  them  runs  away  ;  which  every  good  fubje6^ 
would,  in  that  cafe,  heartily  wifh  might  happen,  the 
fooner  the  better  for  all.  We  are  a  Free  People  3  and 
I  am  for  a  Free  King  *. 

There  was  no  dlvifion  upon  the  Addrefs.  On  the 
firft  day  of  the  feffion,  an  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  King,  to  continue  the  embargo  on  fhipping  ^ 
and  a  bill  was  on  the  fame  day  brought  in  for 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  corn,  malt,  meal, 
flour,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  ftarch  \  and  for  pro- 
hibiting the  extradlion  of  fpirits  from  wheat  a,ndi 
wheat-flour,  which  was  paiTed. 

Supplies  granted  this  Sejfion, 
'November  27.  /•         s,     do 

I .  ^T^  H  A  T  1 6000  men  be 
J[     employed  for  the   fea 
fervice    for    1767,     including 
4287  marines  2.  That 

*  The  parliament  paffed  an  a£l  to  permit  the  importation  of 
foreign  barley,  barley  flour,  and  pulfe,  to  remedy,  if  pofliblc, 
the  mifchiefs  which  have  arilien  from  the  embargo  on  wheat  and 
wheat  fiour  only ;  fo  that  the  public  were  obliged  to  buy,  at  an 
enormous  price,  the  very  grain  which  had  been  exported  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  which  adminiftration  would  not  prevent,  al- 
though the  neceffity  was  both  obvious  and  prefiing. 
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/.  s,  d, 
2.  That  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing 4I.  per  man  per  month,  be 
allowed  forfmaintaining  them, 
including  ordnance  for  fea  fer- 
vice        -        -  -         -        832000    o    g 

January  27,  1767. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land 
forces,  including  2461  invalids,  . 
amounting  to  16754  efFedive 
men,  commiffionandnon-com- 
miirion  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  1767 

2.  For  defraying  tlie  charge 
of  the  faid     number   of  land 

forces  for  1767  -         -  5939^^  ^5     ?     . 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general 
and    general    ilaff   officers    in 

Great  Britain  for  1767         -         12203  ^^     ^^ 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces  and  garrifonsin  the 
plantations  and  Africa,  includ- 
ing thofe  in  garrifon  at  Mi- 
norca zndGilpr altar,  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia^  Newfound- 
(and,     Gibraltar,      the     ceded 

iflands,  and  y^nV^  for  1767  405607     2   11  M 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  difference  of  pay  between 
the  Britifb  and  IrifJj  eilablifh- 
ment,  of  fix  regiments  of  foot 
ferving  in  the  IJle  of  Man,  at 
Gibraltar,     Minorca,    and    the 

ceded   idarids,    for  1767         -         7201   14    7 

6.  For  paying  the  penfions 
to  the  widows  of  fuch  reduced 
officers  of  the  land  forces  and 
ma'rinesj  as  died  upon  the  eftab* 

S  a  lifliment 
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/.        s.    d. 
lifliment  of  half  pay  in  Great 
Britain^  and  who  were  married 
to  them  before  the  25th  of  Be- 
cemher  1761,  for  1767  r  1536     o     o 

7.  Upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  of  the  land  forces 

and  marines,   for  1767         -         135259     8     4 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge 
for  allowances,  to  the  feveral 
officers  and  private  gentlemen 
of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards,  and  regiment  of  horfe 
reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannu- 
ated   gentlemen    of  the    four 

troops  of  horfe  guards  for  1 767.         2 103   1 1     ^ 

9.  For  defray i-ng  the  charge 
of  full  pay  for  ^6^  days,  for 
1767,  to  officers  reduced  with 
the  loth  company  of  feveral 
battalions,  reduced  from  ten  to 
nine  companies  and  who  re- 
mained on  half  pay  at  the  24th 

oi  December  I 'J 6^  -  -        5^33     3    4 

10.  For  the  charge  of  the 
office  of  ordnance  for  land  fer- 

vice,  for  1767         -        -  16^600    o     2 

'  II.  For  defraying    the  ex- 

pence  of  fervices  performed,  by 
the  office  of  ordnance  for  land 
fervice  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  in  1766        -        •       51 190     6    6 

1384362     I     81 


January  29.^  -*—*_——.* — 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy, 
including  half  pay  to   fea  and 
marine  officers,  for  1767       -      409177     4     8 
i»  Towards   the    buildings, 

rebuilding 
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rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips 
of  war,  in  his  Majefty's  yards, 
and  other  extra-works,  over  and 
above  what  are  propofed  to  be 
done  upon  the  heads  of  wear 
ar>d  tear  and  ordinary,  for  1767  -  298144     o     o 

2.  Forpnrchafing  a  quantity 
of  hemp,  to  replenilh  his  Ma- 
jefty's  magazines  -  -  30000     o     o 


328144     o     o 


Fehniary  12. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  dIC- 
charging  the  Exchequer  bills, 
made  out  by  virtue  of  the  a(5l: 
of  laft  feffion  chap.  15,  and 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids,  to 

be  granted   in  this  feffion     -     1800000     o     p 

2.  To  make  good  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  the  likefum  ilTued  by  his 
orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  ad- 

drelTes  of  this  houfe         -         -      129512     2 


1812951     o     o 


February  19. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  exr 
traordinary  expences  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  land  forces  and  other  fer- 
vices,  incurred  to  the  3d  of 
February  1767,  and  not  provid- 
ed for  by  parliament  -  3 1 59 1 7  16     5 

2.  Upon  account,  towards 
defraying  the  charges  of  out 
penfioners  of  Chelfea   hofpital, 

for  i'j6'j,  -         -         -         106083     2     6 


421000  18   II 

Wl    I     I       .     ■ ; ,— * 

S  3  March  Si 


2.62  PaRLIAMEJnIX  ARY       A.   1766, 

March  5.  7.         s,     d. 

That  provifion  be  made  for 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
rnilitia,  and  for  their  fubfiilence 
during  the  time  they  ihall  be 
abfent  fron:i  home,  on  account 
of  the  annual  exercife,  for  1767, 
March  19.      . 

1.  Upon  account,  for  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  civil 
eftablilhment  of  Nova  Scotia^ 

for  1767  4866     5     5 

2.  Upon  account  of  fundry"*  ' 
expences  for  the  fervice  of  No- 

^a  Scotia^  for  1760  not  provid- 
ed for  by  parliament         -  -        %£     8     o 

3.  Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  eila- 
blifliment  of  Georgia^  and  other 
incidental  expences  attending 
the  fame,  from  7^^^^  24,   1766, 

to  June  2^^  '^1^1  -         -        39^^    o     Q_, 

4.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifhment  of  Eafi  Florida,  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending the  fame  from  June  24, 

1766,  to  June  2^  iy6y        -  4750     o    Q 

5.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  efla- 
blifhment  of  Wejl  Florida^  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending the  fame,  from  J^;/^.  2  4 

1766,  toJune24r  1767  -  4800     o     Q 

6.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  expence  attending  ge- 
neral furveys  of  his  Majefty's 
dominions    in  North  America^ 

for  1.757  -  -        -  1 601   14    o 

7.  Upon 
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7.  Upon  account,  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifliment  of  Senegambia^  for 
1767         .... 
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March  24. 
For  the  marriage  portion  of 
the  Queen  oi Denmark 
March  31. 

1.  Towards  carrying  on  an 
additional  building  for  a  more 
commodious  paifage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  from  St. 
Margarets  Lane^  and  Old  Pa- 
lace  Tard         - 

2.  To  be  employed  in  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  Bri- 
tijh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  of  mer- 
chants trading  to  Africa 


April  9. 
I.  To  replace  to  the  finking 
fund,  the  like  fum  iffued  there- 
out, to  difcharge  for  the  year 
ended  the  29th  of  September^ 
iy66,  the  annuities  after  the 
rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  attending 
fuch  part  of  the  joint  ftock, 
eflablifhed  by  an  a6l  of  the 
third  of  his  prefent  Majefty, 
in  refpeft  of  certain  navy, 
vidlualling,  and  trarifport  bills, 
and  ordnance  debentures,  as 
rcinaincd  unredeemed  on  the 
S  4 


d. 


555^ 


26245     5    5 


40000    p    o 


2000    #    0 


13000    o    o 
1 5000    o    o 


faid 
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faid  29th  of  September         -  10 ±^06  11    10 

2.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the. 
like  fum  iffued  thereout  for  pay- 
ing the  charges  of  management 
of  the  annuities  attending  the 
faid  joint' ftock,  for  one  year, 

the  29th  of  6'^^/^;;2^^r  1766  ,  1592  *   i     9  I 

3.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the  ' 
like  funi  iflued  thereout  to  dif- 

charge,  from  the  K^ih  of  Sep- 
tember^ I J  66^  to  the  25th  of 
'December  following,  the  annui- 
ties attending  fuch  part  of  the 
faid  joint  flock,  as  was  redeerq- 
ed  in  purfuance  of  an  a6l  made 
in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament        8708   17     7^ 

4.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  ori 
the  5th  of  July^  1766,  of  the 
feveral  rates  and  duties  upon 
offices  and  penfions,  and  upon 
houfes,  and  upon  windows  or 
lights,  which  were  made  a  fund, 
by  an  ad  of  the  3  ill  of  his  late 
Majeily,  for  paying  annuities 
in  refpedl  of  five  millions  bor- 
rowed towards  the  fupply  grant- 
ed for  the  fervice  of  1758        -        49660     9     31 

5.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  on 
the  loth  o^05!ober  1766,  of  fe- 
veral additional  duties  on  wines 
imported,  and  certain  duties  on 
cyder  and  perry,  which  were 
ro^de  a  fund  for  paying  annul- 

tifH 
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/.         s.     I 
tics  In  refpedl  of  3  500000I.  bor- 
rowed towards  the  fupply  grant- 
ed for  the  fervice  of  1763        -        12758   13     %, 

6.  To  make  compenfation  to 
Dr.  Pet^r  Swinton^  for  the  da- 
mage done  to  his  eftate  in  the 
city  of  Chefter  at  the  time  of  the 
late  Rebellion,  by  order  of  the 
ofHcer  commanding  thegarrifon 
pfthefaidcity  -         -         -         700     o     o 

177926  14     I 


April  13. : ^' 

1.  That  the  remainder  of 
the  capital  flock  of  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent, 
granted  in  refpedl  of  certain  na- 
vy, vidualling,  and  tranfporc 
bills,  and  ordnance  debentures, 
delivered  in,  and  cancelled, 
purfuant  to  an  ad  made  in  the 
thjrd  year  of  his  Majefty's  reign, 
be  redeemed,  and  paid  off  oa 
the  25th  of  i)^r^;;2^^r  next,  after 
difcharging  the  intereft  then 
payable  in  refped  of  the  fame. 

2.  To  enable  his  Majeily  to 
redeem  and  pay  off  the  faid  re- 
mainder -  -        -         1741776  10  II 

3.  That  one  fourth  part  of 
the  capital  ftock  of  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  4l.^^r  f5»/.  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  act  3.  Geo,  III. 
chap.  12.  be  redeemed,  and  paid 
off,  on  the  5th  of  January  next, 
after  difcharging  the  intereft 
then  payable  in  refpedt  of  thi 
fame 

4-  To 
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4.  To  enable  his  Majeily  to 
redeem,  and   pay  oiF,  the  faid 

one  fourth  part         -  -         875000     o«    o 

5.  Towards   paying  off  and 

difcharging  the  debt  of  the  navy      30000Q     o     O 

6.  To  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  grants  for  the  fer- 
viceofi766         -        -        -       129144.     2     S 

..I  ri  p  I  iiii-J 

3045920  13     7 


May  5.  ^ — » 

1.  Upon  account,  for  ena- 
bling the  Foundling  Hofpitai 
to  maintain  and  educate  fuch 
children  as  were  received   into 

"the  fame,  on  or  before  the  25th 
o^  March  1760,  from  the  31ft 
oi December  1766  exciufive,  to 
the  3 ill  of  December  ij6j  in- 
clufive,  and  that  the  laid  funi 
be  ifTued  and  paid  as  on  former 
occafions         -  -  -         2S0CO     o     o 

2.  Upon  account,  for  ena- 
bling the  faid  hofpitai  to  put  out 
apprentice  the  fard  children,  fo 
as  the  faid  hofpitai  do  not  give 

with  any  one  child  niore  than  7I,         15C0     o     o 


May  19. 
That  the  half  pay  of  the  lieu- 
tenants of  his  Majefty's  navy  is 
unequal  to  the  rank  their  coiti- 
mifTion  bear,  and  the  time  they 
have  been  in  his  Majefty's  fer- 
vice. 

June  15. 
I.  Upon  account  towards  fa« 


29500     o     o 


tisfying 
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/♦         J,     do 

tisfying  the  expences  incurred 
by  the  committee  of  the  com- 
pany of  merchants  trading  to  .f 
Africa^  on  account  of  the  efla- 
biifhment  at  Senegal^  and  its 
dependencies,  after  the  29th  of 
O^oherijG^          •          -        .        35o@    o    o 

2.  For  further  enabling  his 
Majefty  to  defray  thecontingent 
expences  of  the  forces  ferving 
in  North  America,  -  -         2000     o     o 


5500     o     o 

Total  of  the  fupplies  granted . 

^n.  this  feflion  -  -  8527728     o     6| 


Ways  and  Means  this  SESSION. 

'November  26,  1766. 
That  the  ufual  temporary  malt  tax  be  continued 
from   the  23d  oijune^  '^l^h  ^^  ^^^  ^3^  Q^  Jum 

1768,    700jQ00l. 

March  2,   1767. 

That  the  fum  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  and  no  more^ 
be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the 
2 p^iho^  March  1767,  upon  lands,  tenements,  he- 
reditaments, penfions,  ofHces,  and  perfonal  eftates, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England^  Wales y 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  "Tweed ;  and  that  a 
proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  9th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  o£ 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland  1,52855681.  iis. 
iid.  i. 

March  9. 

I.  That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of 
the  militia,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land^ for  one  year,   beginning  the  i^thoi March^ 
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1767,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by 
the  land  tax,  granted  for  the  fervice  of  1767. 

2.  That  the  fum  of  1,800,0001.  be  raifed  by 
loans  on  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged  with 
intereil  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  o^  April y 

1768,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment, 
in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually 
been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment, 

April  2. 

I.  That  an  additional  duty  of  6  s.  be  laid  upon 
every  dozen  of  baft,  or  llraw,  chip,  cane,  and 
horfe-hair  hats,  and  bonnets,  which  from  and  af- 
ter the  fecond  of  Aprils  i7^7»  ^^^i  be  entered 
inward  at  any  port,  or  place,  in  this  kingdom. 
-  2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  6s.  be  laid  upon 
every  pound  weight  avoirdupoife  of  platting,  of 
other  manufacture  of  ball,  or  itraw,  chip,  cane, 
or  horfe-hair,  to  be  ufed  in,  or  proper  for,  making 
of  hats  or  bonnets,  which  from  and  after  the  faid 
2d  oi April,  fhall  be  entered  inward  at  any  port, 
or  place  in  this  kingdom. 

April  16, 

I,  That  towards  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Mar 
jefty,  the  fum  of  1,500,000!.  be  raifed  in  the 
manner  following,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum  of 
900,0001.  by  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  q,\.  per 
cent,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  January 
laft,  and  the  fum  of  6oo,oool.  by  a  lottery  to 
confift  of  605O00  tickets,  the  whole  of  fuch  fum 
to  be  divided  into  prizes,  which  are  to  be  attended 
with  the  like  ^\.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  of  January^  1768;  and  that  all  the 
faid  annuities  be  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  ^»^- 
land^  paid  half  yearly  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  the 
5th  of  January,  in  every  year  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  added  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  joint 
ftock  of  3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  which  were  con- 
iblidated  at  the  Bank  of  England^  by  certain  ads 
made  in   the  25th  and  28th  years  of  the  reign  of 

his 
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his  lare  Majedy,  and  feveral  fubfequent  ails,  and 
fubjedt  to  redemption  by   parliament;  that  every 
contributor  towards  the  faid  fum  of  900,000!.  fhall 
in  refpedt  of  every  60L  agreed  by  him  to  be  con- 
tributed for  raifmg  fuch  fum,  be   intitled  to  re- 
ceive four  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  upon  pay- 
ment of  lol.  for  each  ticket;  and  that  every  con- 
tributor fhall,  on  or  before  the  29  th  of  April  next, 
make  a  depofit  with  the  cafhiers  of  the  Bank  of 
England^  of  20I.  per  cent,  in  part  of  the  monies  fa 
to  be  contributed  towards  the  faid  fum  of  900,000!. 
and  alfo  a  depofit  of   5  1.  per  cent,  in  part  of  the 
monies  fo  to  be  contributed  in  refped  of  the   faid 
lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  refpedlive  fu- 
ture payments  to  the  faid  cafhiers,  on  or  before  the 
times   herein  after  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 
900,0001.   lol.^^r  cent,  on  or  before   the  27th  of 
March  next;  io\. per  cent,  on  or  before  the   26th 
of  June  next;  15I,  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th 
of  yluguft  next ;  1 5I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th 
oi  September  next;   i^\.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
30th  of  0^<5^^rnext ;  i  ^\.  per  cent .  on.  or  before 
the  1 7th  of  November  next.     On  the  Lottery  for 
6oo,oooL  25I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  i6th  of 
June  next;  30I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  28th  of 
July  next;  40I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  i  •  th  of 
September  n^xi.     And  that  all  the  monies  lo  re- 
ceived by  xht  faid  cafhiers  be  paid  into  the  receipt 
of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from 
time  to  time,  to  fuch  fervices   as  fhall  then  have 
been  voted  by  this  houfe  in  this  felTion  of  parlia- 
ment; and  that  every  contributor  who  fhall  pay  in 
the  whole  of  his  contribution  towards  the  laid  fum 
of  900,0001.  at  any  time  on  or  before  the  27th  of 
Oilober  next,  or  towards  the  faid  lottery  on  or  be- 
fore the  24th  of  July  next,  fhall  be  allowed  an  in- 
terefl  by  way  ofdifcount,  after  the  rate  of  i\.  per 
cent,  per  afinum^  on  the  fums  fo  compleating  his 
contribution  refpedlively,  to  be  computed  from 

the 
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the  day  of  compleating  the  fame,  to  the  17th  of 
November  next,  in  refped  of  the  fum  paid  on  ac^ 
count  of  the  faid  900,000!.  and  to  the  iithof  6'^j>i 
iemher  next,  in  refpedl  of  th^  fum  paid  on  account 
of  the  faid  lottery. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  fer  ell  be  laid 
upon  all  linen  cloth,  or  {heeting,  above  one  yard 
Englifli  in  width,  which  fhall  be  imported  into 
this  kingdom^  except  from  Holland  and  Flanders, 

3.  That  an  additional  duty  of  gd.^^r  ell  be  laid 
upon  all  canvas  drilling,  which  (hall  be  imported 

.  into  this  kingdom. 

4.  That  the  faid  duties  be  carried  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  towards  making  good  to  the  fame  the 
payments  to  be  made  thereout  of  the  annuities  at- 
tending the  faid  fum  of  i,5oo,oooL 

5.  That  the  additional  duties  upon  baft,  or  (Iraw^ 
chip,  cane,  and  horfe-hair  hats  and  bonnets,  and 
upon  platting,  or  other  manufadlure  of  baft,  ot 
ftraw,  chip,  cane,  or  horfe-hair,  to  be  ufed  in^ 
or  proper  for,  making  of  hats  or  bonnets^  im- 
ported into  any  port,  or  place,  in  this  kingdom, 
granted  to  his  Majefty  in  this  fefTion,  be  alfo  car- 
ried to  the  faid  fundj  towards  making  good  the 
faid  payments. 

6.  That  towards  making  good  the  faid  iupply^ 
there  be  applied  the  fum  of  469 5 147I.  14s.  3d.  i 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  on  the 
5th  of  Jprily  1767,  for  the  difpofition  of  parlia- 
ment, of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of  the 
furpluiles,  exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  o- 
ther  revenues,  compofing  the  fund  commonly  cal-* 
led  the  Sinking  Fund. 

7.  That,  towards  raifing  the  faid  fupply,  there 
be  applied  the  fum  of  2,010,121!.  los.  3d.  i  out 
of  fuch  monies  as  fhall  or  may  arife  of  the  fur^ 
pluffes,  exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other 
revenues,  compofing  the  faid  fund,  common iy 
called  the  Sinking  Fund, 

4  g.  Thatj 
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8.  That,  towards  making  good  the  faid  fupply, 
there  be  applied  the  fum  of  35,202!.  9s.  2d.  a^ib 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
difpofuion  of  Parliament. 

9.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  261,517!.   15?. 
3d.  *.  out  of  the   favings  arifmg  upon  grants  tor 
the  payments  of  feveral  regiments   upon  refpired 
pay,  by  oiF-reckcnings,  and  by  ftoppages  madefor 
provifions  delivered  to  the  forces  in  North  Ameri- 
ca^ the  JVefi  Indies^  and  at  Minorca^  to   the  24th 
of  DecemheK,    iy64^  and  received  of /F'i///^?;^  Earl 
of  Chatham,  formerly  pay  mailer  general  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  forces,  for  the  balance  remaining  over  znd 
above  the   monies  found  neceffary  to  be  applied 
for  defraying  the  cxpences  of  the  forces  in  former 
years-,  and  alfo  out  of  the  llim  of  one  million  grant- 
ed in  the  fecond  year  of  his  Majefly's  reign,  on  ac- 
count to  enable  him  to  defr<iy  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  of  the  war,  for  the  fervice  of  1762,  and  to 
alTifl:  the  kingdom  of.  Portugal^  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes,  be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fup- 
ply  granted,  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices,  incurred  to  the   3d  of  February,  i/^Z* 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament. 

10.  That  out  of  fuch  monies  remainlngr  in  the 
hands  of  Edward  Sainthill^  Efq;  as  were  iffued  to 
him  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  widov/s 
of  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines,  who  died 
in  the  fervice,  the  fum  of  7844I.  17s.  9d.  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  paymailer  general  of  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  forces,  and  be,  alio  applied  towards  making 
good  the  lame  fupply  granted,  towards  defraying 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  his  Majeily's  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices,  incurred  to  the  3d.  of 
Fehruarj,  1 767,  and  not  provided  for  by  parlia- 
ment. 

ir.  That  a.  fum,  not   exceeding  i  io,oool.  out 
of  fuch  monies  as  ihail  be  paid  into  tte  receipt  of 

the 
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the  Exchequer,  after  the  5th  o^  Aprils  1767,300! 
on  or  before  the  5th  oi  Jpril^  1768,  of  the  pro- 
duce of  all  or  any  of  the  duties  and  revenues, 
which,  by  any  adt  or  ads  of  parliament,  have  been 
direded  to  be  rcferved  for  the  difpofition  of  par- 
liament, towards  defraying  the  necefTary  expences 
of  defending,  prote6ling,  and  fecuring,  the  Bri- 
tifh  colonies  and  plantations  in  America^ht  applied 
towards  making  good  fuch  part  of  the  fupply  as 
hath  been  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  maintaining 
his  Majefly's  forces  and  garrifons  in  the  planta- 
tions, and  for  provifions  for  the  forces  in  North 
America^  Nova  Scotia^  Newfoundland^  and  the  Ce« 
ded  Idands,  for  the  year  1767, 

12.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  in* 
to  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  after  the  5th  of 
Aprils  iy6y^  and  on  or  before  the  ^ih  of  April ^ 
1768,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  an 
a6l  of  parliament,  made  in  the  5th  year  of  hispre- 
fent  Majefly's  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  Gum  Senega,  and  Gum  Arabic,  be 
applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  Majefly. 

13.  That  the  fum  of  150,000!.  remaining  in 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  which  was  granted 
to  his  Majefty,  in  the  lafl  fefilon  of  parliament, 
upon  account,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  pay 
and  cloathing  of  the  mihtia  for  one  year,  begin- 
ning the  2 ^ihoi March ^  iy66y  be  applied  towards 
raifing  the  faid  fupply. 

14.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  i8!,oool.  of  the 
monies  agreed  to  be  paid  by  a  convention  between 
his  Majefty  and  the  French  King,  concluded  and 
figned  at  London^  the  27th  of  February^  ^7^5^ 
for  the  maintenance  of  thejate  French  prifoners  of 
war,  be  applied  towards  making  good  the  faid  fup^ 
ply. 

15.  That  the  fum  of  84,604].  3s.  3d.  remain- 
ing in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  of 

Aprily 
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y//>r;7,  x^^"]^  of  the  Two  Sevenths  Excife,  granted 
by  an  ad  of  5  and  6  W.  and  M.  after  fatisfying  the 
leveral  charges  and  incumbrances  thereupon,  for 
thehalf  year  then  ended,  be  carrried  to  and  made 
part  of,  the  aggregate  fund,  and  that  the  faid  fund 
be  made  a  fecurity  for  the  difcharge  of  fuch  an- 
nuities, and  other  demands,  payable  out  of  the 
faid  fum,  as  the  growing  produce  of  the  faid  Two 
Sevenths  Excife  fhall  not  be  fufficient  to  anfwer. 
May  5. 

1.  That  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  pr  el],  be 
laid  upon  all  linen  cloth,  or  fheeting,  above  one 
yard  EngUJh  in  width,  which  lliall  be  imported  in- 
to this  kingdom,  from  Holland  2Ji^  Flanders^  ex- 
cept cloth  of  the  manufadure  of  thofe  countries. 

2.  That  an  additional  duty  of  3d.  pr  ell,  be  laid 
upon  all  drilling,  other  than  canvas  drilling,  which 
fhall  be  imported  into  this  kingdom. 

3.  That  the  faid  duties  be  carried  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  towards  making  good  to  the  fame,  the  pay- 
ment, to  be  made  thereout,  of  the  annuities  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  refped  of  the  fum  of  1,500,000!.  to 
be  raifed  in  purfuance  of  a  refolution  of  this  houfc, 
on  the  1 6th  o^ April  laft. 

4.  That  an  adl  made  in  the  7th  of  Geo.  II.  chap. 
18.  which  was  to  continue  in  force  from  the  2  4.th 
of  June ^  17345  fo^  feven  years,  and  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feflion  of  Parliament, 
and  which,  by  feveral  fubfequent  a6ls  pafled  in  the^ 
14th,  20th,  27th,  and  33d  of  his  faid  late  Maje- 
fty,  was  further  continued,  from  the  expiration 
thereof,  until  the  29th  of  September^  1767,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  feflion,  is 
near  expiring,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 

May  7. 

1.  That  there  be  laid  an  additional  duty  of  one 
halfpenny  p^r  ell,  upon  all  foreign  canvas,  packing 
fprufe,  Elbing,  or  Quinfborough,  imported  into 
this  kingdom. 
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2.  That  there  be  laid  an  additional  duty  of  id. 
fer  ell,  on  all  foreign  canvas,  Dutch  barrafs,.  or 
Hejfens^  imported  into  this  kingdom^ 

3.  That  all  foreign  lawns  imported  inta  this 
kingdom,,  be  rated  as  Silefta  lawns,  and  pay  ac- 
cordingly. 

4.  That  over  and  above  the  faid  duty  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  3d.  ^^ryard  be  laid  upon  all  foreign 
lawns. 

5.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  15,000!.  p^r  an- 
num arifing  from  the  faid  duties,  do  remain  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  as  a  fund  for  the  en- 
couragement of  raifing  and  dreffing  hemp  and  iax 
in  this  kingdom,  in  foeh  way  and  manner  as  par- 
liament Ihali  hereafter  direct,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  faid  duties  be  referved  in  the  Ex- 
chequer for  the  future  difpofition  of  parliament.. 

May  19. 
I,  That  there  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  upora 
the  poftage  and  conveyance  c^  letters  and  packets 
between  Great -Britain  and  the  IJle  of  Man^  for 
igvery  fingle  letter  2d.  for  every  double  letter  4d. 
for  every  treble  letter  6d.  and  for  every  ounce  8d. 
and  fo  in  proportion  for  every  packet  of  deeds,, 
writs,  and  other  things. 

2.  For  the  poftage  and  conveyance  of  letters 
and  packets,  v/ithin  the  faid  ilknd,  fuch  rates,,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  miles,  or  ftages,  as 
are  now  eftablifhed  for  the  ifland,  port,  or  con- 
veyance of  letters  and  packets  in  England, 

3.  That  the  monies  arifing  by  the  faid  rates  be 
appropriated  to  fuch  ufes  as  the  prefent  rates  of 
poitage  are  now  made  applicable. 

Jttne  2. 

1.  That  the  duties  upon  logwood,  exported 
from  this  kingdom,  be  difcontinued. 

2.  That,  the  properties  of  any  number  of  per- 
Ibns  whatfoever,  in  any  fliip  or  cargo,  or  both,  be 
allowed  to  be  afTured,  to  the  amount  ot  any  fum, 
not  exceeding   loool.  by  a  policy   ftamped  with 

one 
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onfe  5s.  ftamf)  \  and  to  the  amount  of  any  larger 
fum,  by  a  policy  (lamped  with  tWo  fuch  (tamps. 

3.  That  th€  allowance  Authorized  to  be  made 
by  an  ad:  paiTed  in  the  29th  of  his  late  M^jefty, 
upon  prompt  payment  of  the  (lamp  duties  on 
licences  for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and  other  excifeable 
liquors,  be  reduced  to  the  fame  rate  as  the  allow- 
ances for  prompt  payment  of  other   (lamp  duties. 

4.  That  upon  the  exportation  from  this  king- 
dom of  coffee  and  cocoa  nuts,  of  the  growth  or  pro- 
duce of  the  Brinp  colonies,  or  plantations  in  Jme- 
rka,  as  merchandize,  a  drawback  be  allowed,  of 
the  duties  of  cuiloms,  payable  upon  the  importa- 
tion thereof. 

5.  That  grey  or  fcrow  fait,  faltfcale,  fand  fcale, 
cruilings,  or  other  foul  fait,  be  allowed  to  be  ta- 
ken from  the  fait- works  in  England,  Wales ^  or 
Berwick  upon  Twe^d,  to  be  ufed  as  manure,  upon 
payment  of  a  duty  of  id.  per  bufhel  only. 

6.  That  provifion  be  made,  for  declaring  that 
ribbands  and  filks,  printed,  ftained,  or  painted, 
in  this  kingdom,  though  lefs  than  half  a  yard  in 
breadth,  are  within  the  meaning  of  certain  ads 
made  in  the  loth  and  12th  of  Queen  4nne,  and 
liable  to  the  duties  therein  mentioned, 

7.  That  the  duties  payable  upon  Succus  Liquo- 
ritis,  imported  into  this  kingdom,  be  repealed. 

8.  That  in  lieu  thereof,  a  duty  of  30s.  ^er  hun- 
dred weight,  be  laid  upon  Succus  Liquoritiae, 
imported  into  this  kingdom. 

9*  That  the  faid  duty  be  appropriated  to  fuch 
ufes^  as  the  duty  fo  to  be  repealed  was  made  ap- 
plicable. 

10.  That  a  fubfidy  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  accord- 
ing to  the  value  fpecified  in  the  book  of  rates,  re- 
ferred to  by  an  ad  made  in  the  12th  of  King 
Charles  II.  be  laid  upon  the  exportation  from  this 
kingdom,  of  fuch  rice  as  (hall  have  been  imported 
duty  freCj  by  virtue  of  an  ad:  made  in  this  felTioa 
of  parliament. 
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11.  That  the  faid  duty  on  rice  be  referved  in  the 
Exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament. 

12.  That  the  drawbacks  payable  on  China 
earthen  ware,  exported  to  America,  be  difcontinued/ 

-  13.  That  a  duty  of  4s.  Sd.per  hundred  weight, 
avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  crown,  plate,  flint, 
and  white  glafs,  imported  into  the  Britijh  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America, 

14.  That  a  duty  of  is.  2d.  p^r  hundred  weight, 
avoirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  green  glafs,  imported 
into  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

15.  That  fuch  duties  as  fhall  be  equal  to  a  moiety 
of  the  duties  granted  by  two  afts  of  parliament, 
made  in  the  10th  and  12th  of  her,  Majefty  Queen 
Anne,  and  now  payable  in  purfuance  thereof,  or  of 
any  fubfequentadl  of  parliament,  upon  paper  pafte- 
boards,  millboards^  and  fcaleboards,  refpeclively, 
be  laid  upon  paper  pafleboards,  millboards  and  fcale- 
boardsimported  into  the  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

16.  That  a  duty  of  2s.  'per  hundred  weight,  a- 
voirdupois,  be  laid  upon  all  red  and  white  lead, 
and  painters  colours,  imported  into  the  faid  co- 
lonies and  plantations. 

17.  That  a  duty  of  3d.  p^r  pound  weight  avoir- 
dupois, be  laid  upon  all  tea,  im^ported  into  the 
faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

18.  That  the  faid  duties,  to  be  raifedin  the  faid 
colonies  and  plantations  be  applied,  in  making  a 
a .  more  certain  and  adequate  provifion  for  the 
charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  and  thefup- 
port  of  civil  government,  in  fuch  of  the  faid  co- 
lonies and  plantations,  where  it  fhall  be  found  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  that  the  refidue  of  fuch  duties  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  and 
there  referved  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  difpofed 
of  by  parliament,  towards  defraying  the  necelTary 
expences  of  defending,  proteding,  and  fecuring, 
the  faid  colonies  and  plantations. 

19.  That  upon  the  exportation  of  teas  x.o  Ire- 
land, and  the  BritiJIo  dominions  in  America^  a  draw- 
back 
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back  be  allowed,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  of  all 
the  duties  of  cuftoms,  which  fhall  have  been  paid 
thereupon-,  and  that fuch  indemnification  be  made, 
by  the  Eaft-Indiu  Company,  to  the  public,  in  r€- 
fpcdt.of  fuch  drawback,  as  is  mentioned  in  th^  pe- 
tition of  the  £aid  Company. 

20.  That  the  inland  duty  of  js.  fer  pound 
weight,  upon  all  black  and  finglo  teas  confumed  in 
Great  Britain  betaken  oft,  for  a  time  to  be  limited, 
and  that  fuch  indemnification  be  made,  by  thefaid 
company,  to  the  public,  in  refpedt  of  fuch  duty, 
as  is  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  the  faid  com* 
pany, 

June  10. 

There  were  twen^ty  refolutions  of  the  faid  com- 
mittee reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe:  by  the 
firfl  of  which,  all  duties  then  payable  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  upon  goods  imported  into,  or  exported  from 
the  Ifle  of  Man^  were  abolifhed  j  but  by  the  eigh- 
teen next  following  refolutions,  a  great  variety  of 
new  duties  upon  fuch  goods  Wrere  impofed,  which 
.  I  do  not  think  it  neCeffary  to  tranfcribe,  as  fo  very 
few  people  in  this  kingdom  can  now  have  any  trade 
or  correfpondence  with  that  ifland,  and  thofe  that 
have  muft  provide  themfelves  with  a  copy  of  the 
•  ..a6t  itfclf.  And  as  to  the  2pth  r^folution  of  this 
day,  it  was  as  foUov/s, 

That  fuch  bounties  as  may  hereafter  become 
due  and  payable,  under  thefeveral  adls  which  have 
been  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Briiifii 
white  herring  fiihery,  be  paid  by  the  receiver  ge- 
neral of  the  cuftoms,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  Scotland^  out  of  any  monies  remaining  in 
his  hands. 

Thefe  were  all  the  refolutions  of  the  committee 
.of  ways  and  means  agreed  to  by  the  houfe :  and 
•with  regard  to  the  fums  thereby  provided  for,  and 
which  can  now  be  afcertained,  they  ftand  as  fol- 
ix;)ws : 

T  3  By 
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700OGO 
1528368 
18000O6 

0  0 
0  0 

1500000 

■   469^47 
20IGI2I 

0  0 
14  0 

10  SI 

-   35202 
26 I 57 I 

-    7844 
.   IIOOGO 

9  2| 
13  3 

^7  9 
0  0 

150000 
181000 

0  0 

Q   Q 

^Sl'^b^ 

i6  6 

225528 

15  II  1 

stfS  Parliament 

By  the  refelutioR  of  Nov.  27     - 
By  that  of  March  2         -      - 
By  the  fecond  of  March  9 
By  the  firft  of  April  \6     -     - 
Ey  the  fixth  of  ditto     -      -    . 
By  the  feventh  of  ditto 
By  the  eighth  of  ditto     -     - 
By  the  ninth  of  ditto 
By  the  tenth  of  ditto      - 
By  the  eleventh  of  ditto     - 
By  the  thirteenth  of  ditto 
By  the  fourteenth  of  ditto 

Sunn  total  of  fuch  provifions  as 
€an  be  now  afcertained 

Excefs  of  the  provifions    - 


A  nev/  kind  of  money  Bill  was  brought  in 
this  feffion,  not  founded  upon  any  refolution  of 
the  committees  of  fupply  or  ways  and  means. 
Early  in  the  Seffion,  that  is  on  the  2 ^th  of  Novem- 
her^  a  part  of  the  acl  9  and  10  William  III.  in  titled, 
An  ad  for  raifmg  a  fum,  not  exceeding  two  mil- 
lions, upon  a  fund  for  payment  of  annuities,  after 
the  rare  of  81,  per  cent,  per  annitm^  and  for  fettling 
the  trade  to  the  Eafi  Indies  ;  and  alfo  part  of  the 
a6t  7  Georgel,  intitled,  An  adt  to  enable  the  South 
Sea  Company  to  ingraft  part  of  their  capital  ftock 
and  fund,  into  the  ftock  and  fund  of  the  Bank  of 
^ngland^  and  another  part  thereof  into  the  ftock  and 
fundofthe&_y^-///ii^ Company,  &c.  v/ere,  upon  mo- 
tion, read  to  the  houfe,  and  thereupon  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  ftate  -^nd  condition  of  the  Eaji-India  Com- 
pany, that  the  faid.  committee -be  a  committee  of 
the  v.hole  hpufe  j  and  that  the  houfe  would,  on 
that  day  fortnight,  refolve  itfdf  into  the  faid  com- 
mittee. 

This 
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This  enquiry  gave  rife  to  this  oew  money  bill.  Af- 
ter the  houfe  had  feveral  times  refolved  itfelf  into 
this  committee  of  enquiry,  and  had  called  for  ma- 
ny papers  and  accounts  relating  to  this  affarir,  at 
laft  on  the  20th  of  Af^j,  there  warS  pr^fented  to 
the  houfe,  and  read,  a  petitionof  the  united  com- 
pany of  merchants  of  England^  trading  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies^  fetting  forth,    that  the   petitioners,  being 
duly  fenfible  of  the  great  ohligatioti  they  lie  under 
to  government,  and   that  their   interefls  are,  and 
ciuil  ever  be,  infeparable  from  thofe  of  the  ftatej 
are  mod  earneftly  defirous  that  the  public,  ^nd  the 
EaJl-^India  Company  fliould  mutually^  reap  the  ber 
Jiefits  arifing  from  the   acquintions  and  revenues^ 
lately  obtained  in  I?idia ;  and   the  petitioners  con- 
ceiving, that  in  theprefent  (late  of  things,  a  tem- 
porary agreement,  for  the  fpace   of  three  years, 
may  be  -conducive  to  the  advantage  of  both,  do 
fiibmit  to  the  confideration  of  parliament  the  fol- 
lowing proportions,  in  order  to  the  carrying  fuck 
agreement  into  execution.     Firil,  they  beg  leave 
humbly  to  fugged,  that  it  will  be  not  only  expe- 
dient but   neceifary  to  the  extending  their  com- 
merce, and  enabling  them  toinveft  thofe  revenues 
m  India  in  the  produce  of  the  country,  that  this 
houfe  will  take  under  their  confideration  the  inland 
duties  upon  teas,  in  order  to  prevent  the  perni- 
cious pra6feice  of  fmuggling,  and  encourage  the 
confurnption  of  that  commodity,  by  fuch  an  alter- 
ation in  the  duties  as  to  the  hoide  Ihall  feem  fitting, 
and  by  granting  ^  drawback  on  fuch  teas  as  may 
be  exported  to  Ireland^  or  to  any  of  his  Majefty's 
colonies,  and  alio  by  fuch  alterations,  as  may  con- 
duce to  the  fame  falutary  purpofes,  in  regard  to 
the  duties  on  cailicoes,  muflins,  and  rav/  faik.     2» 
That  in  order  to  render  the  advantages  expe<3:ant 
from  the  revenues  before- mentioned  certain  and 
permanent,  the  houfe  will  provide  effedlual  me- 
thodsj  as  well  for  recruiting  the  forces  necelTary  ift 
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India^  as  for  regulating  the  Company's  civil  and 
military  fervants  there,  for  preventing  the  expor- 
tation of  military  {lores  thither,  except  for  the 
Company's  fervice,  and  for  preventing  illicit  trade. 
3.  That  from  the  faid  revenues,  there  fhall  be  de- 
du(5led,  the  expences  attending  the  colledion  there- 
of, together  with  the  civil,  military,  and  marine 
eilabhlhments,  and  alio  the  charges  incurred  for 
fortifications,  buildings,  and  repairs,  the  fame  to 
be  adjudged  by  annual  accounts,  tranfmitted  from, 
and  properly  authenticated  by,  the  feveral  prece- 
denciesj  in  vv^hich  the  fame  fhall  be  incurred.  4. 
That  an  account  of  the  com.merce  of  the  Com- 
pany, including  the  refidue  of  the  faid  revenues, 
and  the  produce  of  their  exports,  (hall  be  annually 
made  up,  and  that  out  of  the  fums  arifmg  from 
the  general  Tales,  the  fum  of  400,ocol.  fhall  be  de- 
ducted, in  lieu  of  profits,  which  the  petitioners 
have  hitherto  enjoyed.  5.  That  the  net  furplus 
Ihall  be  equally  divided  between  thepublic  and  the 
Company.  6.  That  the  Company's  fhare  of  the 
faid  iiirplus  iliall  be  duly  and  folely  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  their  prefent  debts,  until  they 
fhall  be  reduced  to  the  fum  due  to  the  Company 
from  the  public.  7.  That  this  agreement  fhall 
commence  from  the  ift  oi February^  17675  upon 
all  goods  to  be  imported  from  India^  and  fliall 
continue  for  three  years  provided  the  Dewanhee  of 
Bengal^  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  fhall  remain  in  the 
Company's  hands.  8.  But  if  it  fhould  be  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  houfe,  that  it  will  be  more  beneficial 
for  the  public  to  enjoy  a  fpecific  fum,  inftead  of 
the  proportion  of  the  revenues  and  trade  above- 
mentioned,  then  the  petitioners  propofed  to  pay, 
in  lieu  thereof,  400,0001.  fer  annum  for  three 
years,  by  half  yearly  payments  \  the  firfV  payment 
thereof  to  commence  the  25th  of  March  1768; 
and  they  are  alfo  willing  to  indemnify  the  public  in 
refped  of  fuch  drawback  on  teas  exported,  as  fhall 

be 
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be  granted  by  parliament,  taking  the  fame  in  a 
inedium  of  the  duties  on  the  quantity  of  teas  ex- 
ported for  five  years  pad  ♦,  and  that  fuch  indemni- 
fication (hall  alio  extend  to  the  inland  duty  of  one 
{billing  in  the  pound  on  the  quantities  of  all  black 
and  finglo  teas,  con  fumed  in  Great  Britain^  upon 
a  like  medium  of  five  years,  in  cale  it  fhall  alfo 
appear  a  fit  meafure  to  parliament  to  take  off  the 
faid  duty ;  and  provided  the  duties  on  the  increaf- 
ed  confumption  fliall  not  be  fufiicient  to  replace  or 
fupply  the  aforefaid  duty  of  one  fhilling  in  the 
pound:  and  the  petitioners  hope,  that  what  js 
hereby  propofed,  either  in  the  mode  of  participa- 
tion, or  by  a  certain  yearly  payment,  will  appear 
reafonable  and  equitable  to  the  houfe,  more  efpe- 
cially  confidering  that  the  public  revenue,  during 
this  interval,  muil  continually  increafe  in  the  fame 
proportion  with  the  commerce  of  the  company, 
and  the  petitioners  intreat  the  houfe,  to  recoiled 
the  imminent  dangers  to  which  in  many  critical 
conjundures,  their  properties  have  been  often  ex- 
pofed,  the  very  large  fums  they  have  expended 
lince  the  commencement  of  the  wars  in  India,  in 
which  they  were  never  the  aggreffors,  the  low 
dividends,  which  notwithftanding  their  few  lofTes 
at  fea,  they  have  received  during  a  courfe  of  years, 
whilft  the  public  remained  in  the  uninterrupted 
perception  of  an  annual  revenue,  arifing  from  the 
company's  trade,  of  the  full  value  of  one-third  of 
their  capital;  circumftances,  which,  the  proprie- 
tors Eatter  themfelves^  will  procure  them  the  fa- 
vour and  protedion  of  this  honourable  houfe,  and 
intitle  them  to  that  candour  and  juflice,  which 
have  ever  been  the  charaderiftics  of  the  Britijh 
fenate. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who 
came  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz.  That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  i.  That  it  would 
be  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  public,  and  the 
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Et7fi  India  company,  that  a  temporal  agreement 
be  made,  in  regard  to  the  territorial  acquifitions 
and  revenues  lately  obtained  in /W/^.  2.  That  it 
is  expedient,  for  the  purpofes  of  the  faid  agree- 
ment, that  it  Ihould  continue  for  a  term,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years,  to  commence  from  the  firft 
day  of  Fehrumjy  1767,  3.  That  the  faid  acquifi- 
tions and  revenues  do  remain -in  the  poffefllon  of 
the  company,  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  a- 
greement  -,  and  that  the  company  do  pay  to  the 
publick,  annually,  during  the  laid  term,  the  fiim 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  by  half-yearly 
payments,  each  payment  to  be  made  within  fix 
months  after  the  fame  fhall  have  become  due.  4, 
That  it  will  be  neceffary  and  proper,  for  the  bet- 
ter carrying  on,  and  extending,  the  trade  of  the 
faid  company,  that  provifion  be  made,  for  grant- 
ing a  drawback  on  teas  exported  to  Ireland^  and 
the  Britijh  dominions  in  America  \  and  for  taking 
off  the  inland  duty  of  one  (hilling  pr  pound 
weight  on  black  and  fmglo  teas,  confumed  in 
Great  Britain^  upon  fuch  indemnification  to  be 
made  by  the  Company  to  the  publick,  in  refped 
to  fuch  duty  and  drawback,  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
petition  of  the  faid  Company. 

The  three  firfl  of  thefe  refolutions  were  agreed 

to  by  the  houfe,  mm.  con,  and  a  bill  ordered  to  be 

y  brought  in  upon  them.     And  the  fourth  refolu- 

tion  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 

means. 

23.  When  the  land  tax  was  propofed  in  the 
^^'^jhcnd.  Gonimittee  by  the  late  right  hon.  Charles  fownjhend^ 
it  was  for  -45.  in  the  pound.  He  contended,  that 
in  order  to  take  off  fome  of  that  weight  which 
preffed  the  public  funds,  and  to  give  room  for  the 
m.oft  brilliant  operation  of  finance,  which  this 
country  ever  faw^  it  was  neceffary  that  four  {hil- 
lings ihould  have  been  paid  for  one  year  longer^ 
to  give  us  dignity  abroad;  ftability  at  home,  and 

to 
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to  enable  us  to  enter  with  advantage  into  any  fu- 
ture war.  The  country  gentlemen  were  furprifed, 
that  he  fhould  imagine  even  his  eloquence  capable 
of  perfuading  them,  that  a  debt  of  about  five 
millions  could  be  cancelled,  public  credit  reftored, 
our  fleets  and  armies  equipped  and  victualled,  by 
the  addition  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  ' 
one  year,  which  is  the  produce  of  one  fhilling  iri 
the  pound  land  tax.  But  in  taking  this  ground, 
he  did  not  fo  much  confult  the  propriety  of  his 
prefent  argument  as  his  general  reputation,  and 
was  wifely  unwilling  to  iland  forth  the  avowed 
patron  of  a  perpetual  burthen.  The  new  and  lefs 
Gonfiderable  fupporters  of  adminiftration  had  lef$ 
hefitation  and  prixience ;  they  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  opinion,  by  avowing  principles  which 
concluded  for  a  perpetual  land  tax  at  four  fhillings 
at  leall.  It  is  true  by  this,  that  they  abandoned 
and  betrayed  the  firft  fpeaker,  and  alienated  the 
minds  of  many  indifferent  men  by  the  roundnefs 
of  their  declarations;  and  adlually  loft  the  end 
they  propofed.  They  contended  that  the  land  tax, 
inftead  of  being  confidered  as  an  annual  fupply 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  current  year,  ought  to  be 
a  perpetual  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  national 
debt,  and  that  till  this  was  reduced  to  about  fe- 
venty  millions,  the  land-tax  could  not,  with  prq- 
priety,  be  lefTened. 

All  thefe  fentiments  were  anfwered  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate  :  to  thofe  whofe  arguments  conclud- 
ed for  the  perpetuity  of  a  four  fhilling  land  tax 
it  was  replied,  that  this  tax  was  firft  propofed  for 
other  purpofes,  and  fubmitted  to  in  other  confi- 
dence-, a  confidence,  which  for  near  fourfcore 
years  had  never  been  abu fed  ;  that  to  continue  the 
Jmpofition  at  its  prefent  height  during  the  time  of 
peace,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  public  debt,  was 
the  moft  direct  breach  of  this  faith,  and  in  fadt  a 
|iew  and  unprecedented  tax  impofed  for  new  pur- 
i  pofesj 
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pofes;  and  that  this  new  impofition  of  a  tax  fo 
unequally  laid,  doubled  the  injuftice,  by  oppref- 
fing  a  fet  of  men,  v/hofe  patient  acquiefcence  in 
the  time  of  neceflity,  merited  the  earlieft  relief 
from  the  ftate.  In  anfwer  to  thofe  who  rcfted  the 
fuccefs  of  the  meafures  of  the  year,  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  public  debt,  upon  continuing  the 
larger  fum  this  year,  it  was  replied,  that  it  was  an 
impofition  on  the  public  underllanding,  to  attempt 
to  perfuade  men  that  the  fafety  of  this  kingdom 
depended  on  an  addition  of  500,000/.  to  a  fupply 
already  much  too  large  for  the  peace  eftablilLment 
of  this  country,  and  more  than  adequate  to  the 
real  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  though  nothing  can 
be  adequate  to  the  profufion  of  its  minifters:  that 
Ithis  additional  burthen  was  the  more  unnecetTary, 
as  the  unfunded  debt  which  had  fc  long  lain  heavy 
upon  the  (locks  was  now  provided  for;  but,  that 
admitting  the  necelfuy  of  it,  it  would  be  more  juft 
and  equally  feafible  to  borrow  the  fum  of  500,000/. 

^l/ie!^'^^''  ^^^'  ^''*  Grenville  who  fpoke  with  more  weight  on 
the  fubjed,  undertook  to  point  out  more  than  one 
method  by  which  the  intereftof  that  fum,  amount- 
ing only  at  three  and  an  half  per  cent,  to  i  7,500  A 
might  be  raifed,  without  laying  any  fenfible  bur- 
then upon  the  fubjedt.  When  the  houfe  divided, 
the  numbers  were,  for  4 J.  i8§,  for  o^s,  206^ 
There  was  no  debate,  or  divifion  upon  the  report, 

j^  Lift  'Of  the  Majority  upon  this  ^leftion^ 

ABDY,  Sir  Anthony,  Adams,  Geo.  Sdtajh 

Tho  Knarejhvrd'  Amcotts,  Charles,  Bofton 

Abercrom"by,       James,  Ariftruther,  Sir  J.  4n' 

ClackmannanJJoire  ft  rut  her 

,           A^cland,  Sir  Tho.  Dyke,  Archer,    Andrew,     Co- 

Somerfetfiire  ventry 

A'Court,  Gen.  William,  Armytage,  Sir  George, 

Heytjbury  Tork-city 

Aufrerc, 
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•Aufrere,  Geo.  Stamford 
Bacon,  Edward,  Norwich 
Bagot,   Sir  Walter,  0^- 

ford'Univerfity 
Bagot,    William,    Siaf- 

fordjbire 
Baker,  Sir  Wil.  Plimpton 
Baldwin,  Charles,  Shrop- 

Jhire 
Bampfylde,    Sir    Rich. 

Devon/hire 
Barne,  Miles,  Dunwich 
Barrow,   Charles,  Glou- 

cejler 
Bertie,  Peregrine,  JVeJl- 

bury 
Bell,    Tho.    Canterhiry 
Blacker,     Sir     Waiter, 

Newcajlk 
Bootle,  Richard  Wilbr. 

Chejier-city 
Brand,  Thomas,  Gatton 
Bridges,  Sir  Brooke,  Kent 
Bullock,  John,  Maiden 
Burdett,  Sir  Rob,  'Tam- 

worth 
Burke,  William,  Bedwin 
Burt,William  Mat.  Great 

Marlow 
Byde,  Thomas  Plumer, 

Hertfordjhire 
Campbell,  Dan.  Lanerk- 

Jhire 
Garysfort,  Lord,    Hiin- 

tingtonjhire 
Cafwell,  Timothy,  Hert- 
ford 
Cautherlough,       Lord, 

Qrimjhy 
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Cave,  Sir  Tho.  Leicejler- 

fhire 
Cavendifli,   Lord   Geo. 

Derhyfhire 
Cavendilh,  Lord  John, 

Knarejborough 
Child,  Robert,  mils 
Cholmley,  Nath.  Aldbs- 

roughs  Torkjhire 
Cholmondeley,  Thomas, 

Chefhire 
Clive,  Richard  Montga- 

mery 
Coke,   Wen  man.    Oak- 

hampton 
Colebrooke,  Sir  George, 

Arundel 
Colleton,  Ja.  Ed.  Lefi- 

withiel 
Ccleraine,  Lord,  Bridg- 
water 
Cook,  George,  Mddlefeis 
CornewaJljVekers,  Her 6'^ 

fordfmre 
Cotes,  Admiral  Thomas, 

Bedwin 
Cotton,  Sir  John  Hynde, 

Canihridgejhire 
Coventry, Tho,5r/i^^(?r/ 
Craven,  Thomas,  Berks^ 
Curzon,   Aflieton,    Clk 

therow 
Dairy mple,  Sir   Hugh, 

Haddington 
Darker,  John,   Leicejier 
Dalhwocd,    Sir   James, 

Oxfordfloire 
Douglas,  Arch.  Lumfries- 

Jim 

Douglas, 
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Douglas,  Sir  James,  Ork^ 

neyjhire 
De  Greyj  Tho.  Norfolk 
Delaval,    Geo.    Shafto, 

Northumberland 
Dempfter,  GfeorgCj  For- 
far^ &c. 
Dickfon,  John,  Peehks- 

Jhire 
Dowdefwell,     William, 

Worcejlerjhire 
.Down,  Ld.  Cirenc^fter 
Drake,  William,  Amer- 

Jham,  Bucks 
Duke,  John,  Hmiton 
Duncombe,  Tho.  Mor- 
peth 
Dundafs,  Sir  Law.  New- 

cafile 
Dundafs,  Tho*  Richmond 
Egerton,  Sam.  Chcjhire 
Eyre,  Sam.  New  Sarum 
Ewer^    William,    Dor- 

chefter 
Farnham,  Ld*  "Taunton 
Fetherftonhaugh,       Sir 

Matth.  Porifmouth 
Fife,  Lord,  Bamffflnre 
Filmer,  Sir  John,  Steyn- 

ing 
Forrefter,      Alexander, 

Oakhampton 
Foley,  Tho.  Broitwich 
Garth,  Charles,  Devizes 
Gafcoyne,  Bamber,  Mid- 

hurft 
Gilbert,  Thomas,  New- 

taftle 
Glynn,  Sir  Rich.  London 
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Glynne^  Sir  John,  Flint- 

town 
Grenville^   Right  Hori» 

Geo.  Buckingham 
Grey,  Ld.  Stdffordjhire 
Grofvenor,  Rich.  Chef- 

ier-city 
Hales,  Sir  Thomas  Pyrn 

Downton 
Hamiltonj  William  Ger- 
ard, Font  eft  aU 
Hamilton,  John,  Wig" 

town 
Han  bury,   John,   Mon- 

mouth/hire 
Harbord,  Harbord,iV<?r- 

wich 
Hardy,  Sir  Charles,  Ro- 

chejier 
Harley,  Hon.  Thomas^ 

London 
Harley,  Robt.  Broitwich 
Harris,    James,    Chrijl- 

church 
Hay,  Dr.  Geo.  Sandwich 
Herbert,  Edward,  Lud- 
low 
Heme,  Francis,  Bedford 
Hewett,  John,  Notting- 

hamfhire 
Hinchinbroke,       Lord 

Brackley 
Hobart,  Hon.  Geo.  Bee- 

ralfton 
Holt,  Rowland,  Suffolk 
Houblon,  Jacob,  Hert-* 

fordjhire 
Howard,    Tho.    Cdftle* 

rifing 

Hunter, 
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Hunter,  Thomas  Orby, 

Winchelfea 
Hufley,  Wm.   St.  Ger- 
main's 
Joliffe,  John,  Petersfield 
Jones,  Robert,  Hunting- 
don 
Ifliam,  Sir  Edmund, iVi?r- 

Ihamptonjhire 
Keck,  Anthony,  Wood- 

ftock 
Keck,  Ant.  James,  Let- 

cefier 
Keppel,  Admiral  Aug. 

Wind/or 
Keppel,  Gen.  Wil.  CM- 

chefter 
Knightley,  Lucy,  Nor- 
thampton 
Kynafton,  Edw.  Montgo- 

meryjhire 
Lambton,  Gen.  J.  Bur- 
ham 
Lafcelles,  Edwin,  Tork- 

Jhire 
Lafcelles,  Dan.  Northal- 
lerton 
Lafcelles,  Edward,  Ditto 
Legh,  Peter,  Newton 
Legh,  Peter,  Ivekhefter 
Lenox,    Lord  George, 

Sujfex 
Lewis,    Edward    New 

Radnor 
Lowndes,  Rich.  Bucks 
Luttrel,  Simon,  Wigan 
Lynch,  William,  Weohly 
Mack  worth,     Herbert, 
Cardiffe 
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Mackay,  A.  Sutherland^ 

CO, 

Mawbey,  Sir  Jof.  South* 

wark 
Meredith,  Sir  William, 

Liverpool 
Milles,  Richard,  Canter^ 

bury 
Molefworth,  Sir  J.  Corn* 

wall 
Molyneux,  T.  M.  Ht^^- 

mere 
Montagu,  Edw.    Hun- 
tingdon 
Montagu,    Fred.    Nor- 
thampton 
Mordaunt,  Sir  Charles^ 

FFarwichJhire 
Morgan,  Thomas,  Bre* 

conjhire 
Morgan,  Thomas,  jun.^^ 

Monmouthjhire 
Morgan,  Sir  J.  Hereford- 

Jhire 
Morton,  John,  Ahingdon 
Molly  n,  SirRoger,F^';^/- 

Jbire 
Murray,  James,  Wlgton- 

Jhire 
Neville,  Rich.  Neville, 

'Taviftock, 
Newdigate,  Sir  Roger, 

Oxford  Univerjity 
Norton,    Sir    Fletcher^ 

Norton 
Ongley,  Rob.  Henley, 

Bedfordjhire 
Ofbaldefton,  Fountayne^ 
Scarborough 

Orwell, 
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Orwell,  Lord,  Ipfwich 
Owen,    Sir   Wil.    Pem- 
broke Town 
Palmer,  Sir  John,  Lei- 

cefterfiire 
Pan  mure,  "Lovdiy  Forfar- 

Jhire 

Parker,  John,  'Devonjhhre 

Pelham,  Thomas  (comp* 

troller  of  the  King's 

houfhold)  Sujjex 

Penington,  Sir  J.  Cum- 

herland 
Philipps,   Sir    Richard, 

Pemhrokejhire 
Pitt,  Thomas,  0/i  6'^r2/^ 
PJumer,  William,  Lewes 
Prodor,  Sir  Wil.  Beau- 
champ,  Middle/ex 
Rafhieigh,  Philip,  Fowey 
Kice,  Geo.  Carmarthen- 

Jhire 
Rigby,  Rich.  Tavifiock 
Rufhout,  Johrij,  Evejham 
Saclcville,  Lord  George, 

Hytb 
Sargent,  John,  Weft  Loce 
St.  John,  Henry,  IVotton 

Bajfet 
St.  Aubyn,  Sir  J.  Corn- 
wall 
Sea  wen,  James,  St,  Mi- 
chael 
Scudamore,  J,  Hereford 

city 
Sebright,  Sir  John,  Bath 
Seymour,  Henry,  Totnefs 
Sharpe,  Fane  William, 
Callington 
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ShifFner,  Henry,  Mine*- 

,  head 
Sibthorpe,     Coningfby, 

Lincoln 
Smith,  Sir  Jarrit,  Briftol 
Smith,  John,  Bath 
Southwell,  Edw.    Glou- 

cefterjhire 
Stevens,   Richard,  CaU 

lington 
Scevenfon,  J.  St,  Mitchel 
Taviftock,  Marquis  of, 

Bedford/hire 
Thomond,  Ld.  Minehead 
Thurlo,  Ed.  Tanworth 
Thyne,  Hon,  Hen.  Fre- 
derick, Weohly 
Tracy,  Tho.  Gloucefterjh. 
Tuckfield,  John,  Exeter 
Tudway,  Clement, /Fi?//i 
Tynte,  Sir  Char.Kemys, 

Somerfetfljire 
VanfittarE,  Arthur,  Berk- 

Jhire 
Vaughan,  William,  Me- 

rioneihJJoire 
Verney,  Ld .  Caer  mar  then 
Vernon,  Hon.  Geo.  Ve- 

nables,  Bramher 
Vincent,     Sir    Francis, 

Surry 
Upton,  John,  Weftmore- 

land 
Waller,  Rohx^Chippng- 

wicomb 
Walter,  John  Rolle,  Ex- 
eter 
Ward,  Hon.  J.  Worcef- 

terjhire 

Way, 
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Way,  Behjamin5ny/)(?r/  Winnington,     Sir     Ec^ 

Weddel,  William,  King-  Bezvdly 

fton.  Wintercon,  Earl,  Bram- 

Weymifs,  James,  Fif^-  her 

fmre  Wodehoufe,    Sir  Arm. 

Weft,  James,  67.  Albans  Norfolk 

Whatley,  Thomas,  Lug-  Yorke,  Hon.  Cha.  Rye- 

-gerjhall  gate 

White,  John,  i?!^(/i?ri  Yorke,Hon.  John,i//;^/&. 

Willoughby,    Thomas,  am  Ferrers 

Nottinghamjhire 

/f  LIST  of  the  Gentlemen,  who  were  for  coU" 
tinning  the  L  a  1^  d  T  a  x  <3/  4s.  in  the  tound. 

Aiflable,  William,  me  of  the  auditors  of 

the  impreji  - — ^  ^  Rippon 

Allen  vifcount,  a  captain  in  the  firjl  regi- 

ment  of  guards  —         — ..  ,".   ■  Eye 

Amherft,  William,  aid  de  camp  to   the 

King  Hythe 

Afhburnham,  William,  deputy  keeper  of 

the  great  Wardrobe  >  Haftings 

Bacon,  Anthony  «-^-,—         -^-^ — ■*      Aylcibury 

Barre,  Ilaac,  one  of  the  joint  vice-trea- 

furers  of  Ireland  ■  Wycomb 

Barrington,  Sir  John  ■  Newtown 

Bayntun,  Sir  Edward .        Chippenham 

Beauchamp,  Lord,  (fon  to   LordHtn- 

ford,  Lord  Chamberlain)  —         Leftwithel 

Beckford,   William  -^-^  London 

Bertie,  Lord  Robert,  a  Lord  of  the  bed- 

chamber^  colonel  of  the   yth  regiment  of 

footy  and  governor  of  Cox^ Bofton 

Bertie,  Lord  ^vownXovi^  (brother  to  the 

Duke  of  Ancafter,  jjuijfler  of  the  horfe 

— —  Lincolnlliire 

Bindley,  John  '  — Dover 

¥oL.  VIL  U  Bofcawen, 
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Bofcawen,  lieutenant  general  George,  go- 
vernor  cf  Scilly  ijlands^  and  colonel  of 

the  2 '^d  regiment  —  Trgrp 

Brett,  Sir  Piercy,  a  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty      — — '         — — -  ,  Queenborough 

Bridgeman,  Sir  Henry  -^ Ludlow 

Brudeneil,  Hon.  Robert,    vice -chamber- 
lain to  the  §ueen^  and  colonel  of  the  ^th 

regiment  of  Foot  ~  Marlboroygh 

Brudeneil,  Hon.    James,   mafier  of  the 

robes  to  the  King  — -  Hafling§ 

Brudeneil,  George  Bridges,  a  clerk  of  the 

.,  board  of  green- cloth  — —  Stamford 

Bull,  Richard  - —  -~~"  Newport 

Buller,  John,  a  lord  of  the  admiralty    -     Eaftlooe 

Burgherfh,  Lord  —  Lyriie  Regis 

Burgoyne,  John,  colonel  of  the  16th  re- 
giment • Midhurft 

Burrard,  Henry,  ranger  oft^ev/  forcfl  -  Lymington 

Burrel,  Sir  Merrick Grampound 

Burrel,  Peter         .         — —        Launcefton 

Burton,  Bartholomew         ■  Camelfor4 

Calcraft,  John •  palne 

Calcraft,  Thomas,  a  lieutenant -colonel  in 
,      .the  army  ■  — -—  Poo% 

Calvert,  Nicholfon  '  . Tewfkfbury 

Campbell,  Lord  Frederick       — >      Renfrew,  Sec. 

-Campbell,  Robert ■  Aryglefliire 

Campbell,  James,,  governor  of  Stirling 

cajlle  — ,  : — J  Stirlingfliire 

Champion,  Anthony  "     i^ilkeard 

Clare,  Lord,  fjrft  lord  of  trade        — —       '   BriftoJ 
Cleveland,  John  —  Barnftaplel 

Conway,  Right  Hon,  Henry  Seymour,'' 

fecretaryof fiate  — — .  Thetfprd 

Conway,  Hon.. Henry  Seymour,  f^;7/?^^/(?,. 

y^/ Dublin  f^/i?  Coventry 

Cooper,  Grey,  fecretary  to  the  tr^afwy 
t  *■    ^  ■  f    ■  '         JRochcfter 

Cotton;^ 


A.  1766.  DEBATES.  291 

Cotton,  Sir  Lynch  Salufbury     Denbighfhire 

Coutts,  James  Edinburgh  city 

Crauford,  Patrick         Renfrew  country 

Cunliffe,  Sir  Ellis  — ^ Liverpool 

Cud,  Sir  John  »  ■  Grantham 

Cuft  Peregrine  «  Biihops-caftle 

Deering,  Sir  Edward         ■■  New  Roainey 

De  Grey ^  Wi\\\a.m,  atiorney-general      -      Newport 
Delaval,  Sir  John  Hufley  ■'  Berwick 

Dennis,  Peter,  a  captain  in  the  navy     —     Hedon 
Dod,  John  _  -  Reading 

Drake,  Sir  Francis  Henry,  a  clerk  of  the 

board  of  green-cloth  __.  Beeralfton 

Drax,  Thomas  Erie  »  Warehani 

Drummond,  Adam  — r— -  Lymington 

Dy ion,  Jeremiah,  <? /(?r^^//r<zitf      -      Yarmouth 
Eamcs,  John  .  -         .  Yarmouth 

Earle,  William  Rawlinfon,  clerk  of  the 

ordnance  .  -  -         Newport 

Edmonftone,  Archibald         -        Dumbartonftiire 
Elliot,  captain  in  the  navy        -  Cockcrmoutfe 

Elliot,  Gilbert  Sir,  treafurer  of  the  cham- 
htr^  and  keeper  of  the  Jignet  in  Scot- 
land       -        -        -        -         Roxburghfliire 
Ellis,  Welbore        .  -         -  Aylefbujry 

Evelyn,  Sir  John,  a  clerk  of  the  hoard  of 

green  cloth  -  -         -  Helftoti 

Fane,  Henry  -  -  •  Lyme 

Fanfhaw,  Simon,  a  clerk  of  the  board  of 

green  cloth  -  -  -        Grampound 

Bifher,Brice  -  -  Boroughbridge 

Fitzherbert,  William,  a  lord  of  trade      -      Derby 
Fitzmaurice,  Hon.  Thomas,  brother  to 

Lord  Shelburn  -  -  -  Calncv 

Fitzroy,  Hon.  colonel^  brother  to  the  Buke 

of  Grafton,  ^und  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 

dragoons  -  -  -  Bury 

Fludyer,  Sir  Samuel        -  -        Chippenham 

Fonhereau,  Thomas  -  Sudbury 

U  2  Fonncrcau, 
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Fonnereau,  Zachariah  Philip         -       Akiboroiigh 
Frankland,  vice-admiral  -  Thirlk 

Frederick,    Sir   Ch2ir\t$,  furveyor  of  the 

ordnance^  Sec.         -  -  Queenborough 

Fuller,  Role  -  *     -  Maidllone 

Fuller,  Richard  -  -  Steyning 

Gage,  Vifcount,  fay-mafter  of  the  -penfions     Seaford 
Gal  way,    Vilcount,    mafier   of  the  fiag- 

'  hounds  -  ^  -  Pontefradt 

Gibbons,  Sir  John  -  -         Wallingford 

Gilmour,  Sir  Alexander,  a  clerk    of  the 

hoard  of  green  cloth  -  Edinburghfhire 

Grandby,  Marquis,  ccmraander  in  chief  of 

the  army  -  -  Cambridgefhire 

Grant,  Sir  Alexander  -  Fortrofe 

Grenvilie,  Right  Hon,  James,  ofie  of  the 

the  vice  treafurers  of  Irchnd  -  Buckingham 
Grenvilie,  James,  his f on  -  -  Thirfk 

Grey,  Hon.  John,  a  clerk  of  the  hoard  of 

green  cloth  -  -  Bridgnorth 

Griffin,  Sir  John  Griffin,  colonel  of  the  ifi 

troop  of  horfe  grenadier  guards  -  Andover 
Harris,  John,  fnafier  of  the  houfhold  -  Albburtoa 
Harvey,  Eliab,  one  cf  the  King's  ccunfel  Dunvvich 
Harvey,  Edward,    a  major  general y  and 

colonel  cf  the  ]d  regiment  of  light  horfe  Gatton 
Hawke,  Sir  Edv;ard,  firji  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty -  -  JPortfmouth 
Flays,  James,  a  Welch  Judge  ^  Downton 
Henniker,  John  -  -  Sudbury 
Herbert,  Hon.  Robert,  furveyor  of  the 

King's  honours,  &c.  -^ Wiiton 

Herbert,  Hon,  Nicholas,  fecretary  of]2L' 

maica  -  -  -  Ditto 

Hervey,  Hon,  William,   brother  to  Lord 

Briftol  -  T         St  Edmundlbury 

Hoi  borne,  Wm/r^/         -         Stirling  borough,  &C. 
Hof-ham,  Charles,  a  groom  of  the  K'ng's 

bedchamber^  and  colonel  of  the  6^^regi' 

p}§nt  »  -  St.  Ives 

Howe, 
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Howe,  Vifconnt,  treafurer  of  the  navy  Dartrrionth 
Jackfon,  Richard  -  Weymouth  and  M.  R. 
Jenkinlbn,  Charles,  a  hrd  of  the  admi- 
ralty -  -  -  Appleby 
Jennings,  George  ^  Whitchurcli 
Jennings*,  Soame,  a  Lord  of  trade  -  Cambridge 
Knighr,  Thomas  -  -  Romney 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert  -  -  London 
Lamb,  Sir  Matrhew  -  Peterborough 
Lane,  Hon.  Robert,  foit  to  Z{?riBing]ey 

and  fon  in-law  to  Lord  Northingcon      York  city 
Lawrence,  William,    fon-in~law  to  Mr. 

Aiflabie  -  -  .    Rippon 

Lindefaye,    Sir  John,    a  captain  in    the  ■- 

na'vy  -  ^       \^         Aberdeen,  &c 

Linwood,  Nicholas  -         -         Stockbridge 

Mackenzie,  James    Stuart,     hrother   to 

Lord  Bute,  and  privy  feal  <?/Scotland      Rofsfhire 
Mackye,    John  Rofs,   paymajler   of  the 

ordnance  -  -  Kircudbright 

Manners,  Lord  Robert,  colonel  of  the  ^d 
regiment  of  dragoons^  and  governor  of 
Hull  -  -  -  Kingftoa 

Martin,  Samuel,  treafurer  to  the  Frincefs 

Dowager  of  Wales  *  Camelford 

Maynard,  Sir  Wi  liam  *  EfTex 

Medlicot,  T.  Hutchings  -  Milborne 

Mellifb,Joreph  -  -  Grimfby 

Meyrick,  Owen  -  -  Anglefea 

Milbank,  Sir  Ralph  -  -         Richmond 

Montgomery,    Archibald,    governor   of 
Du  mbarton,  deputy  ranger  of  St.  Jameses 
and  Hyde-parks.,  equerry  to  the  ^  ^c.     Air  county 
Montgomery,  J.  Lord  advocate  of  Scot- 
land -  -  Annan^  &c* 
Morice,  Humphry,  Lord  Warden  of  the 

Stanneries^  and Jieward  of  QornvjaW  Launceftofi 
Mountftuart,  Lord,  fon  to  Lord  Bute  -  BofTiney 
Newnham,  l^oxd^fon  to  Lord  Harcourt  St.  Albans 
Nifbet,  Arnold    '  -  -  Crickladc 

U  3  Noribr^ 
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North,  Lord,  paymafter  of  the  army      -      Banbury 
Nugent,  Edmund,  fon  to  Lord  Chrc^  a 
groom   of  the  King's  bedchamber^  and 
captain  in  the  ijl  regiment  of  guards        St.  Maws 
Onflow,  George,  a  Lord  of  the  treafury  Surry 

Onflow,  George  -  -  Guildford 

Ofwald,  James,  one  of  the  vice-treafiirers 
-    d?/ Ireland  -  Burntifland,  &c. 

Owen,  Sir  William  ^  Pembroke  towa 

Palmerfton,  Vifcount,  a  Lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty -  "  Eaft-Looe 
Pennant,  Richard            -             -  Petersfield 
Penton,  Henry,  jun.  letter-carrier  to  the 

King  -  -  Winchefler 

Percy,  Earl,  fon-in-law  to  Lord  Bute, 

and  aid  de  camp  to  the  King         -       Weftminfter 
Phillipfon,  Richard,  major  of  the  ijl  re- 
giment of  dragoons  -  -  Eye 
Pigot,  Lord            -                 -             AVallingford 
Pilkington,  Sir  Lionel          -          «          Horfliam 
Pitt,  George,  a  groom  of  the  King's  bed- 
chamber ^  and  minijier  to  the  court  of 
Turin                 -                  -              Dorfetihirc 
Pitt,  John                 -              -                 Wareham 
Powell,  Harcourt         -         -          Newton  Hants^ 
Powletr,   George,    groom-porter   to   the 
Kingy  gentleman  ufher  to  the  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales                 -              Winchefter 
Pownal,  Thomas            -              -            Trcgony 
Praed,  H.  Mackworth                  -              St.  Ives 
Pratt,  Robert,  nephew  to  the  lord  Chan- 
cellor                -                 -                 Horfham 
Prefcott,  George                -                 Stockbridge 
Price  Chafe             -                 -              Leominfter 
Pringle,  James,  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 

army  -  _  -         Berwickfhire 

Reynolds,  Francis,  clerk  of  the  crown  for 

the  county  of  Lancafter,  and  provofi-  .     v.  i' 

w^r/^^/^/Barbadoes  -  Lanc^ftet 

Roberts,  John,  a  Lord  of  trade         -         Harwich 

4  Robinfon, 
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Robinfon,  Thomas,  a  Lord  of  trade    Chrlftchurch 

Ryder,  Nathaniel  -  -  Tiverton 

Sandys,  Edwin  -  -  Weftminfter 

Scott,  John,  colonel  of'  the  6th  regiment 

of  foot         -  -         -         Tain  Digwoll,  &c 

Scudamore,  Cha.  Fitz.  R.  deputy -cofferer^ 

&c.  -  -         -  -         Hereford 

Selwyn,  George  Aug.  furveyor  of  the 
mint^  and  paymafter  of  the  board  of 
works,  Sec,  -  -         Gloucefter  city 

Sewell,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Thomas,  majler 

of  the  rolls         -  -  -  Winchelfea 

Shafto,  Robert  -  -  Durham  county 

Shelley,  John,  treafurer  of  the  houjhold^ 
derk  of  the  pipe^  keeper  of  the  records ^ 
Sec,  Sec,         -         -  -        -  Retford 

Stanley,   Hans,    cofferer  of  the  houfbotd 

Southampton  town 

Staunton  Thomas,  -  -  Ipfwich 

Stephens,  Philip,  fecretary   to  the  admi-      , 
ralty  -  -  -  Lelkard 

Strange,  hord^  chancellor  of  the  dutchy 
.  (^/Lancafter        -  -  -  Lancaihire 

Sturt,  Humphry  *  -         Dorfetfliire 

Sulivan,  Lawrence  -  -  Taunton 

Tempeft,  John         -  -  -  Durham 

Thoroton,  Thomas,  page  of  honour  under 
the  majier  of  the  horfe^  and  fecretary  to 
the  mafter  of  the  ordnance  -  Newark 

Thrale,  Henry  -  -  Southwark 

Touchet,  Samuel  *•  -  Shaftfbury 

Townfhend,  Hon.Tho.  a  teller  of  the  ex- 
chequer -  -  Camb.  Univerfity 

Townfhend,  Right  Hon.  Ch.  chancellor 

of  the  Exchequer  -  -  Harwich 

Townfliend,  Thomas,  jun.  a  Lord  of  the 

Treafury  -  -  -  Whitchurch 

Townfhend,  Charles,  a  lord  of  the  admi-      - 
ralty  -  -  Great  Yarmouth 

U  4  Townfhend, 
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Townflicnd,  Chauncy         -  -  Weftbury 

Tucker,  John  -  Weymouth,  and  M.  R. 

TufFnel,  George  Fofter  -  Beverley 

Vane,  Frederick  Hon.         -         -  Durham 

Villiers,  Vifcount,  vice'Chamberlain  to  the 

King  -  -  -  Aldborough 

Walcott,  Cha.  nephew  to  Lord  Def^encer 

Weymouth  and  M.  R. 
Walpole,  Hon.  Horace,  ^^;?;^/r^//ir  ^//i?^ 

pipe,   ujher  of  the  exchequer^  ^c.        King's  Lynn 
Walpole,  Hon.  Thomas  -  Afhburton^ 

Warren,  Sir  George  -  -  Lancafter 

Whitlhed,  James  -  -  Cirencefler 

Whitworth,  Charles,  /<3/^^(5'z;^r;/^r  c/ Til- 
bury/(?r/  -  -  Blechingley 
Worfley,  Thomas,  furvejor  of  the  hoard 

of  uorks  -  -  -  brford 

Wyndham,  William  -  Helfton 

Wynne, Thomas,  auditor  cf^2Xt%    Carnarvonfhire 
Yonge,  Sir  George,  a  Lord  of  the  admiralty  Honiton 

A  Petition  of  the  Lieutenants  of  his  Majeftfs  Navy 
.  being  preferred  to  the  Houfe^fetting  forth^  among 
other  things^  that  great  -numbers  of  the  peti- 
iionerSy  being  now  reduced  <to::  Half -pay  ^  the  A- 
mount'  whereof  is  fo  far  from  being  adequate  to  their 
Situation  as  Officer Sy  that  it  will  not  fupply.  them^ 
even  fingly^  with  the  common  neceffaries  of  life ; 
'  and  many  of  them  being  charged  with  Families^  are 
particularly  labouring  under  the  moji  mortifying  di- 
fireffes\  and  therefore  befeethlng  the  Houfe  to  take 
the  fame  into  conftderation^  and  grant  them  fuch  re-- 
lief  as  to  th&:  Houfe  pall  feem  meet  j  the  Hon,  Capt, 
VL^xvcy  fioodup  andfaidy 

*  ry^HE  paper  which  I  fhall  alk  leave  to  pre- 
€apt.  %**  jj^  fent  to  this  Houfe,  is  on  a  fubjed,  that, 
^'^'         *  in  my  opinion^  fhould  have  been  one  of  our  ear- 

Mied 
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'lieft  cares;  and  which,  if  1  had  not  received  re- 

*  peated  affurances  of  its  coming  before  you  in  a  — 
/  very  different  manner,  with  all  that  weight,  dig- 

*  nity  and  authority,  I  muil  wifh  to  fee  it  accom- 

*  panied  with,  I  Ihould  have  much  earlier  defired. 
'  to  have  laid  before   you ;  but  as  I  have  loft  all 

*  hopes  of  that  fort  now,  I  cannot  help  imploring 
'  the  ferious  attention  of  this  houfe,  for  a  few  mo- 

*  ments,  to  what  1   think  myfelf  obliged,  from  e- 

'  very  fenfe  of  feeling,  for  my  King,  my  country, , 
'  and  the  fervice  1  have  the  honour  to  belong  to, 
'to  recommend  to  your  compafiion  as   well  as  to 

*  your  juftice. 

'  I  am  forry,  Sir,  thishasnotan  abler  condu6lor; 

*  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not  want  abler  fupporters : 

*  But  as  the  caufe  I  am  novvr  engaged  in  neither  re- 

*  quires  art  to  reprefent  its  fituation,  nor  eloquenoc 
'  to  enforce  its  equity,  I  dial]  be  the  lefs  anxious 

*  on  that  head.     1  know  it  carries  v;.ith  it  the  good 

*  wi(hes  of  every  man  that  I  ever  converfed  vvitli 

*  upon  the  fubject  without  doors.     I  had  reafon  m 
» t  hope  '^^  carried  with  it  the  good  wifhes  of  moll, 

'*  if  not  all  his  Majefty's  minifters  •,  and  I  have  the 

*  fatisfa^tion  of  knowing  it  had  the  good  wifhes  of 

*  that  great  and  brave  admiral,  whom  his  Majeftf 
'has  placed  at  the  head  of  that  fervice  which  is  ia 
'  much  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of  t,he  petition,   I 

*  beg  leave  to  open  to  you,,  and  lay  before  you. 

'  Sir,   in  the  fuccefs  of  this  motion,  in  my  poor 

*  opinion,  is  comprehended  the  very  exiftenc^  of 
'  asufeful  abodyof  nnen  as  any  this  country  has -, 
'  in  whom,  in  war-time,  is  lodged  the  honour  and 
'  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms:  by  wJicin  the  honour 
'  and  fafety  of  thefe  kingdoms  hav^  beien  often  pre- 
'  ferved  •,  and  without  whom,  neither  the  bene- 
'  ficial  fervices,  nor  the  great  'glory  this  country 

*  has  reaped,  could  have  been;obrained. 

'  After  this  defcription,'  ribould  fcarcq  think  it 
'  neceffary  to  tell  gentlemen,  that  I  mean  the  Lieu- 

*  tenants  of  his  Majeftfs  royal  navy^  without  whofe 

'  watchful 
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'  watchful  care,  conftanc  labour,  and  intrepid  con- 
'  dud,  the  fleet  could  not  have  proved  itfclf,  as  it 
'has  done,  the  true  defence  and   fupport  of  this 

*  country  ;  and  yet  this   very   body   of  men,  on 

*  whom  alone  our  fleet  mufl:  depend,  without  whom 

*  we  could  have  no  fleet,  at  lead  no  adive  fleet, 
'  are  now  ftarving   (or  the   major  part  of  them, 

*  thofe  that  are  on  half  pay)  for  want  of  fubfiflience, 

*  hiding  themfelves,  in  the  remotefl:  corners  of  the 

*  country;  fome  for  fear  of  jails,  which  their  ne- 

*  ceflities  and  their  misfortunes,  not  their  extrava- 

*  gancies  nor  their  faults,  have  reduced  them  to  be 

*  afraid  of;  others  to  hide  their  wants   from  the 

*  world,  being  aftiamed  to  appear  where  they  can- 

*  not  fupport  that  charadler,  which  their  long 
'  fervices,    great  merits,    and  delicate  fenfe    of 

*  honour,  had  juflly  entitled  them  to. — Thefe,  Sir, 

*  in  a  few  years,  mufl:  be  all  loft  to  this  country ; 

*  already  but  too  many  of  them  have  been  obliged 

*  to  feek,  with  their  families,  a  fettlement  in  Ame- 

*  rka.     Many  are  reduced  to  go  even  as  feeond 

*  mates,  in  merchant  ftiips,  to  the  mofi:  diftanc 
'  countries,  where  the  merits  of  an  Englifli  officer 
'  are  too  well  known  for  them  not  to  meet  with 

*  every  allurement  and  feducement  for  their  re- 

*  maining,  and  confequently  for  their  leaving  this 

*  country.     Others  have  fixed  themfelves  in  trades, 

*  to  endeavour  to  maintain  their  numerous  fami- 

*  lies ;  and  thefe  muft  alfo  be  all  loft  to  the  fervice, 

*  on  any  emergency  or  fudden  call  for  them. 

*  I  have  no  occafion  to  remind  gentlemen  when 

*  this  half-pay  was  firft  eftabliflied,  nor  has   the 

*  Houfe  time,  at  prefent,  to  let   me  enter  into  a 

*  comparifon  of  that  with  the  prefent  time. — The 
5  high  price  of  every  neceflary  of  life  will  fufficiently 

*  make  that  felt  by  every  one  •,  but  I  muft  beg  leave 

*  to  appeal  to  gentlemen's  attention  and  humanity : 

*  What  an  infignificant,  infuflicient,  totally  inade- 

*  quate  pittance,  is  two  ftiillings  a  day  for  an  officer 

*  who 
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*  who  bears  the  King's  commifllon,  to  fubfift  up- 

*  on  ?— Is  there  a  footman,  is  there  a  (labie  boy  ia 

*  any  gentleman's  family,  who,  from  one   confi- 
'  deration   or  other,  has  not  more  to  maintain  him- 

*  felf  ? — Sir,  it  is  too  melancholy  a  fcene  to  dwell 

*  upon.— I  could  lay  before  you  many  diitreOlng 

*  fcenes,  but  I  will  not  take  up  your  time,  as  bu- 

*  finefs  of  fuch  great  confequence  is  now  coming 

*  on:  Bur, Sir,  I  believe  fcenes  of  the  diftrefies thac 

*  are  fuffered  by  thefe   brave,  deferving   officers, 

*  are  too  frequent  in  every  county  of  England^  not 

*  to  be  known  to  ^very   gentleman  prefent,  and 

*  make  it  evident,  how  neceffary  it  is  to  give  them 
'  fome  immediate  and  efFedtual  relief, 

'  Sir,  it  was  infinuated   the  other  day,  when  I 

*  gave  notice  of  this  motion,  that  it  would  open  a 

*  door  to  more  reprefcntations,  more  claims  and 

*  follicitations  of  this  kind ;  that  there  would   be 

*  more  applications,  and  that  this  might  be  of  bad 
'  confequence.     In  the  name  of  God,  Sir,  are  thefe 

*  reafons  founded  on  equity,  compafllon,  or  princi- 

*  pies  of  common  juftice  ?— Are  fuch  as  thefe  to 
^^  invalidate  what  I  have  urged  ?— -Shall  we  be  afraid 
'  to-day  of  doing  what  we  know  to  be  an  adt  of 
'  juflice,  left  we  fhould  be  afked  to  do  another  z6k 
'  of  juftice  to-morrow?  I  never  heard  fuch  reafons 

*  in  private  life;  I  hope  I  fh all  not  hear  them  ie- 

*  rioufly  urged  in  public  life.-— But,  Sir,  I  will  go 

*  further  J  I  will  be  candid  enough  to  fay,  that  I 

*  do  not  mean  to  fhut  the  door  here:  No,  Sir, 

*  bring  me  any  cafes,  {imilar  to  thefe  I  reprefent 

*  to  you,  and  f  will  give  all  the  alTiflance  I  can  to^ 

*  wards  obtaining  redrefs :  But,  Sir,  I  wotild  en- 

*  deavour  to  avoid  all  comparifons ;  they  are  ever 
'^odious:  but  in  this  cafe  they  are  particularly  to 

*  be  avoided.-— But  let  gentlemen  recollefl   that 

*  lieutenants  in  the  navy  are  qot,  like  mufhrooms, 

*  to  be  bred  in  a  night;  they  mull  be  of  a  certain 

*  age  before  they  go  to  iea,;  muft  be  fix  years  be- 

'  *  fore 
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*  fore  they  can  pafs  for  lieutenants^  and  many  of 

*  them  many  more  before  they  can  obtain  a  com* 

*  mifTion-,  and   go   through  very  hard  fervice  too, 

*  before  they  can  be  qualified  or  entitled  to  a  rank 

*  that  can    make   them   of  ufe*     Sir,  I   take   this 

*  corps,  on  a  medium,  to  be  upwards  often  years 

*  before  they  are  lieutenants  5  and  on  the  fame  cal- 

*  culation,  they  are  one  and  twenty  years   before 

*  they  can  get  on  the  two  fhillings  and  fix-penny 

*  lift,  which  conlift  of  the    130  fcnion— Tell  me 

*  where  the  fervice  is  that  equals  this  ?— Sir^  I  will 

*  go  no  further;  I  honour  andrefped  the  gentle- 

*  men  of  the  land  fervice:  I  know   the  value  of 

*  them,  and  am  h^ppy  that  I  have  been  often  a 

*  witnefs  to  their  great  unanimity  and  cordiality  ; 

*  and  therefore  whenever  their  diftrefies  are  proved 

*  to  be  as  great  as  thofe  I  now  reprefent,  1  fhall  be 

*  equally  zealous  and  aciivcin  their  behalf.— I  think 

*  the  neceflicies  of  theone  may  be  pleaded,  and  the 

*  principles  for  redrefs  fupported,    on  principles 

*  very  different  from  the  other. 

'  Sir,  I  Ihall  fay  no  more  at  prefent,  but  hope 

*  for  your  indulgence  to  make  a  reply  to  any  an- 

*  fwer  I  may  hear  to  this.' 

Thisfpcech  produced  an  add  re  fs  to  hisMajefty, 
That  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  take  the 
cafe  of  the  lieutenants  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  on 
half-pay,  into  confideration,  and  to  makefuchfurr 
ther  provifion  for  fo  ufeful  and  deferving  a  corps, 
not  exceeding  one  (hilling  a  day,  over  and  above 
their  prefent  half  pay,  as  his  Majefty  in  his  wifdom 
fiiall  think  fit ;  and  that  the  Houfe  would  make 
good  the  fame. 

On  Friday  the  15th  of  A%,  1767,  Mr.  Fuller 
having  reported  from  the  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  to  confider  of  the 
feveral  papers  which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  this  feffion  of  parliament,  relating  to  the 

North 
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North  American  colonies — feveralrefolutions,  im- 
porting, That  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Reprelentatives  of  his  Majefly's  pro- 
vince of  New  T'ork^  have,  in  dired  difobedience 
of  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  of  Great  Britain^ 
refufed  to  make  provifion  for  fupplying  with  ne- 
cefiaries  his Majefty's  troops,  in  fuch  manner  as  is 
required  by  an  act  of  parliament,  made  in  the  5th 
year  of  his  Majefty  reign,  intituled,  *  An  A6t  to 

*  amend  and   render  more  effedual,  in   his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  dominions  in  Am?rica^  an  AdpafTed  in  this 
'  prefent  feflions  of  parliament,  entitled  An   A6t 

*  for  punilhing  mutiny  and   defertion,  and  for  the 

*  better  payment  of  the  army  and  their  quarters.* 

Alfo  that  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that  an 
aft  of  aflembly  hath  been  pafTcd  in  the  faid  province, 
for  furnifhing  the  barracks  in  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Albany^  with  fire-Vv^ood  and  candles,  and 
other  necefiTaries  therein  mentioned,  for  his  Maje- 
fty's  forces,  inconfiftent  with  the  provifions,  and 
in  oppofition  to  the  diredlions  of  the  faid  act  of  par- 
liament. 

Alfo,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  until  provifion  fliall  have  been  made  by  the 
faid  Aflembly,  for  furnifhing  the  King's  troops, 
with  all  the  neceflaries  required  by  the  faid  ad  of 
parliament,  the  governor,  council,  and  affembly, 
be  refpedively  reftrained  and  prohibited  from  paf- 
fingor  aflenting  to  any  a6l  of  Aflembly,  for  any 
other  purpofe  whatever ; — and  in  confequence  of 
thefe  refolutions,  a  motion  being  made,  that  a  bill 
be  brought  in  upon  the  laft  of  the  faid  refolutions. 
Governor  Pownall  fpoke  as  follows  : 

*  Mr.  Speaker,  .    ^ 

^  Having  borne  fo  great  a  fliare  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  p^w- 

*  North  America^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  im-"'"'^* 
^  proper,  that  I  take  fome  fliare  in  the  prefent  de- 

*  h$te.    When  matters  are  brought  under  confi- 

*  deration, 


302  Parliamentary      A.  iy66. 

'  deration,  the  fads  and  circumftances  of  which 
'  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  Be  fully  known  to  this 

*  Houfe,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  thofe  whofe  fer- 
'  vice  and  ftation  have  rendered  them  duly  cogni- 

*  zant  of  fuch  circumftances  and  fad:s,  to  bear 

*  their  teftimoney  of  the  ftare  of  things,  and  to 

*  give  their  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  the  bufinefs 

*  alfo. — However  clear  and  diftinclly  thefe  matters 
'  may  lie  in  my  own  mind,  in  the  ftrongeft  form 
'  of  conviftion,  yet,  being  unaccuftomed  to  fpeak 

*  in  public,  I  am  afraid  I  fhall  be  unable  fo  to  dif- 

*  pofe  and  explain   them,  as  to  exhibit  that  fame 

*  diftindnefs,  and  to  convey  that  fame  conviction 

*  to  others.     This  being  the  firft  time  I  have  pre- 

*  filmed  to  fpeak  in  this  houfe,  I  feel  that  kind  of 

*  awe  in  the  prefence  of  it,  which  every  one  muft 

*  feel,  who  compares  the  little  importance  of  his 

*  own  fentiments,  with  the  experience,  the  know- 

*  ledge,  and  the  wifdom  of  fo  great  an  aflembly; 

*  — fo  that,  inftead  of  finding  myfelf  mafter  of  my 
'own  fentiments  and  opinion,  I  feel  as  if  I  had 

*  arifen  only  to  experience  my  own  infufficiency. 

*  But  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  gives  me  en- 

*  couragement,  that  they  are  willing  to  hear  and 

*  receive  what  I  can  fay  on  this  fubjeft.  And  in- 
'  deed,  it  is  not  only  from  the  fituation  in  general 
^  in  which  I  itood,  and  the  relation  which  I  have 
'  borne  to  the  bufinefs  of  America,  which  feems  to 

*  render  it  proper  that  I  fhould  not  give  a  filent 

*  vote  upon  this  occafion — but  the  particular  man- 

*  ner  in  which  I  have  been  concerned  in  this  par- 

*  ticular  bufinefs,  does  efpecially  call  upon  me  to 
'  give  my  opinion  on  the  matter  now  vinder  de-» 

*  bate. 

'  As  the  prefent  meafure,  now  under  confidera- 

*  tion,  is  the  propofal  of  a  bill  for  enforcing  an  a6b 
ff.pf  parliament,  dire<5i:ing  and  regulating  the  quar- 
'  tering  his  Majefty's  troops  in  North  Amerka^  this 

*  matter  will  be  bcft  explained,  by  a  plain  narrative 

*  of 
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*  of  the  rife  of  that  ad,  and  by  comparing  it  with 

*  the  circnmftances  and  nature  of  tlie  fervice,  which 

*  it  was  meant  to  provide  for  •,  and  alfo  by  compar- 
^  ing  it  with  that  province  law,  which  it  took  (tho* 
f  miftook)  for  its  model,  on  this  occafion. 

*  It  may  be  remembered,  that  the  commander  in 
^  chief  of  the  King's  forces  in  Norih  America^i  ap- 

*  plied  to  government  to  furnifh  him  with  fufficient 
^  powers,  whereby   he  might  quarter  the  king's 

*  troops  •,  and  ideas  of  the  neceffity  of  quartering 
f  in  private  houfes  were  fuggefted  by  fome.  A  bill 
^  was  formed  on  thefe  ideas,  and  brought  into  this 
*Houfe. 

*  A  meafure  fo  exceptionable  and  fo  alarming, 
I  muft  neceflarily  meet  with  oppofition  in  this 
f  Houfe.— There  was  an  oppofition  made  to  it. — • 

*  This  oppofition  gave  occafion  to  the  minifter  of 

*  |hat  day  to  recoiled:  himfelf. 

., ,  ^  I  had  heard  accidentally  of  the  ftate  of  this 
5  bufmefs,   and  thinking  (as  I  did)  the  meafure 

*  dangerous,  and  knowing  that  it  was  not  necel^ 
f  fary,  I  took  the  liberty  to  give  this  my  opinion 
f  of  ft  to  that  minifter,  and  fuggefted  a  meafure 

*  by  which  this  bufinefs  might  have  been  done, 
f  and  by  which  every  thing,  fo  contrary  and  dif- 
f  cordant  to  the  conftitution,  might  be  avoided. 
J  I  acquainted  him,  that  there  had  pafled,  in  the 
^  province  of  the  MajSachufet's-bay  whilft  I  was 
f  Governor  there,  *'  An  adt  for  providing  quarters 
*'  for  the  king's  troops,"— which,  as  it  was  adapt- 
f.ed  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  and  to  the  cir- 
f  cumftances  of  the  people,  fo  it  was  univerfally 

*  fubmitted  to,   and  (during  the  war)  conftantly 

*  carried  into   execution.     That,  as  I   had  been 

*  the  author  of  this  meafure,  and  knew  the  cfFeft 
^  of  it,  I  was  certain,  that  if  that  province  law 

*  (adapted  to  the  ftated  circumftances  of  the  colo- 
?  nies  in  general)  was  made  a  claufe  in  the  a6t  of 

*  parliament. 
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*  parliament,   allowing   to   the   fevcral    provinces 

*  and  colonies  a  proper  latitude  in  the  execution  of 

*  it,  it  would  anfwer  every  purpofe  required,  could 
^  meet  with  no  objedion  here,  and  would  meet 

*  meet  with  no  oppofuion  in  the  colonies. 

^  I  was  delired  to  explain  this  meafure  to  a  cer- 

*  tain  office  •,  but  I  am  afaid  I  was  fo  unhappy  in 

*  the  eiFedt  of  my  explanation,  as  to  be  totally 

*  mifapprehended ;  becaufe  I  fee,  that  the  ad  of 

*  parliament,  which  the  propofed  bill  means  to 

*  enforce,  by  its  errors  and  defeds,  has  miftaken 

*  and  perverted  every  means  of  carrying  the  mea- 
'  fare  into  execution  ;  and  has,  from  the  tenor  of 
'  it,  been  the  natural  occafion  of  all  the  confulion 

*  and   milcondud  which  government  now  con)- 

*  plains  of. 

*  The  province  law  had  in  it  every  provifion 
'  necelTary  for  the  carrying  it  into  execution,  and 
^  was  accordingly  conftantly  and  invariably  exe- 
'  edited, 

'  The  ad  of  parliament  has  neither  any  effec- 
^  tual  claufe  to  enforce  its  execution,  nor  makes 

*  any  fufficient  provifion  for  the  cxpence  incur- 

*  red  by  the  perfon  who  fhall  carry  it  into  execu- 

*  tion.  It  neither  confiders  the  various  circum- 
*-  fiances  of  the  fervice  in  that  country,  as  they 

*  arife  and  prefent  themfelves  varioufly  in  various 
'  parts  thereof;  nor,  as  they  muft  be  perpetualljr 
*^  changing,  from  time,  in   the  fame   parts ;  but 

*  direds  particular  modes,  and  eftabliflies  regula- 
'  tions  to  particular  and  fpecial  points,  which  muft 

*  necefTarily  be  incompatible  with  the  nature  of  the 

*  country,    and   circumftances  of  the  people  in 

*  many  parts,  and  on  many  occafions.     It  endea- 

*  vours  to  lay  down  general  rules,  which  can  ne- 

*  ver  be  applied  to  numberlefs  particular  cafes  that 

*  muft  arii'e;  and,  under  this  fpirit  of  impradica- 

*  bility,   it  allows   no   latitude  in  the  execution 

*  thereof. 
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'  thereof.     And  therefore,  if  there  were  full  and 

*  effedual  powers  to  enforce  it,  fuch  powers  could 

*  not  produce  an  execution  of  this  law,  nor  could 

*  produce  any  thing  but   confufion,  lb  far  as  re- 

*  fpedls  the  law,  and  an  arbitrary  quartering  of  the 
'  troops  contrary  to  law  %  of  which,  if  you  have 

*  not   already  had    inftances,  you  nioft  certainly^ 

*  will  have,  whenever  this  law  is  attempted  to  be 

*  carried  into  execution. 

'  If  you  are  determined  to  enforce  this  law,  you 

*  ought,  at  lead,  to  make  it  pradlicable.    i.  Where 

*  the  adl  direds,  that  the  troops  (hall  be  quartered 

*  in  barracks,  provided  for  that  purpofe,  you 
'  fhould,  at  leaft,  dired  the  manner  of  that  quar- 
'  tering,  fo  that  the  barracks  might  anfwer  the  pur- 
'  pofe  thereof;  and  not  firft  put  the  people  under 
'  a  kind  of  compafl  and  agreement  to  the  expence 
'  of  building  barracks  •,  and  then,  after  fuch  are 
'  built,  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  commanding 

*  officer  of  your  troops,  to  judge,  or  to  fay,  that, 
'  thefe'  barracks  do  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  quar- 

'  tering  :  and  under  that  decifion,  to  demand  quar- 
'  tefs,  either  upon  the  inns  or  upon  hired  houfes, 
'  even  before  any  troops  are  quartered  in  fuch  bar- 
'  racks  as  have  been  provided  for  them.  2,  Where 
'  the  a(5t  would  m.ean  to  diredl  the  quartering  of 

*  the  troops  in  inns,  alehoufes,  &c.  you  fhould,  at 

*  lead,  colled  the  peculiar  circumflances  of  thofe 
inns  and  alehoufes  in  that  country,  and  whether 
they  can  anfwer  the  demands  which  the  act  makes 
upon  them. 

*  You  fhould  confider,  whether  the  officers 
which  you  dired;  to  execute  that  bufinefs,  can  be 
required  to  do  what  is  not  pradicable,  and  whe- 
ther your  ad  has  provided  any  means  adequate 
to  the  inforcing  them  to  do  what  they  know  is 
incompatible  with  the  nature  and  circumflances 
of  the  country  to  perform.  3.  Where  the  ad 
direds  that  uninhabited  houfes,  out-houfes,  &c. 
^VoL.  Vll.  X  *  fhail 
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*  fhall  be  hired  for  the  accommodation  and  recep- 
'  tion  of  the  refidue  of  the  troops,  and  provided 

*  v^ith  thofe  Ipecial  and  particular  articles,  which 
'  the  laid  a<^  diredls ;  you  fhould,  at  lead  confider, 

*  whether  there  be  any  fuch  uninhabited  houfes,  and 
'  unoccupied  out-houfes ;  and  whether  your  a6l  con- 

*  tains  any  thing  that  fhall  oblige  the  people  to  letE 
^  them  •,  or  whether,  when  they  are  fo  hired,  they 
*•  will  luit  the  purpofe  to  which  they  are  intended; 

*  or  whether  the  circumftances  of  the  people  and 

*  country,  where  this  fervice  may  be  required  to 
^  be  performed,  can   fupply  thofe  particular  and 

*  fpecial  articles  which  you  require  of  them. 

'  When  the  a6t  requires  a  fervice,  which  (fup- 
^  pofing  it  capable  of  being  executed)  engages  the 
'  perfon  who  executes  it  in  an  expence,  if  you 
'  mean  to  enforce  that  aft,  you  ought  to  provide 
'  effecluaily  for  his  reimburfement :  and   in   this- 

*  infS:ance,  the  a£t  which  you  now  propofe  to  in- 
*=  force,  is,  in  every  point  of  confide  ration,  abfurd 
'  and  impradicable-,  as  it  neither  provides  itfelf 
'  for  that  reimburfement,  nor  puts  the  matter  in% 

*  any  v/ay  of  execution,  that  either  can  or  will 

*  provide  for  it;  but,,  on  the  contrary,  entangles 

*  this  bufmefs  in  a  matter  of  controverfy,  which. 
'  would  of  itfelf^  if  nothing  elfe  did^obflrudl  and 

*  flop  it. 

'  The  aft  of  parliament  for  quartering  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  troops  in  North- America^  direfts,  that  the 
'  expence  incurred  by  that  meafure,  fhall  be  pro- 

*  vided   for  by  each  refpeftive  colony,  and  raifed 

*  in  like  manner,  as  the  ufual  expences  incurred 

*  by  the  province  or  colony  are  raifed,  that  is,  by 
*^  an  aft  of  AfTembly.     1  his  was  an  original  errors 

*  which  did  prevent,  and  muft  for  ever  prevent, 

*  this  aft  from  being  carried  into  aftuai  execution 

*  as  an  a6t  of  parliament. 

*  If  it  be  prudent  and  advifeable,  that  parlia- 

*  ment  fhould  charge  any  expence  upon  the  colo- 

4  *  nie3^ 
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*  nies,  by  way  of  tax,  originated  in  this  Houfe; 
'  how  fhall  it  dired    that  charge  to  be  levied  and 

*  payed? — Shall  parliament  dire^f  the  Afftmhly  of  any 

*  province  or  colony,  to  make  provifion  and  fup- 
^  ply  for  it  ?  Or  fliall  parliament,  diredly  and  a- 

*  vowedly,  impofing  that  fum  upon  the  province 
^  or  colony  as  a  tax,  fettle  the  ways  and  means  of 

*  levying  it,  and  appoint  executive  officers  to  col- 

*  left  it  ?  Or  fhall  it  dired:  the  ufual  executive  offi- 

*  cer  of  the  colony  to  levy  and  colled  that  tax  fo 
'  impofed  ?— — If  the  impofing  by  a  direct  tax  be 

*  the  proper  political  mode,  the  latter  ftep  is  all 

*  regular,  and  but  confequential  of  it-— is  conform- 

*  able  to  law.-- — The  people  having  no  (hare  in 

*  the  will ^  or  in  the  authority^  muft  fubmic  to  the 

*  pwer  of  the  a6l,  and  have  no  duty  left,  but 

*  fubmiflion  and  implicit  obedience. 

'  If  parliament,  the   fupreme  legiflature,  fhall 
'  order  and  impofe  a  tax  on  a  body  of  people,  and 

*  (hali  order  the  legiflative  part  of  that  body  to 

*  provide  for  the  payment  of  it,  and  to  fee  it  pay- 
^  ed,  it  muil  confider  the  members  of  that  aiTem- 

*  bly  merely  as  commiflioners  of  taxes,  appointed 

*  in  fuch  cafe  to  receive  and   regider  the  ad,  to 

*  apportion  and  aifefs  the  tax..  Yet  furely  this 
^  courfe  is  fomev^^hat  eccentric  to  the  fyftem  of  our 

*  happy  conftitution;  it  approaches,  I  am  afraid, 
'  too  near  to  the  courfe  taken  by  the  arbitrary  and 
'  defpotic  fpirit  of  a   neighbouring  government, 

*  with   the   parliaments  of  its  .feveral   provinces. 

*  This  publifliing  the  ordinance— this  ordering  a 
'  deliberative   body  to  take  it  up  as  an  ad  of  its 

*  own  will,  and,  as  fuch,  to  regifter  and  carry  ic 
'  into  execution,  verges  furely   too  near  to  that 

*  point  which  unites  legiflation  and  execution  in 

*  the  fame  body,  to  the  utter  deftrudign  of  poli- 

*  tical   liberty.     But   I  hope,  and  am   willing  to 

*  perfuade  myfelf,  that  I  miftake  this  matter.     It 

*  is  inipoITible  that,  by  any  conilrudion,  this  can 

X  2  *  be 
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*  be  fappofed  to  be  meant  •,  yet  there  is  an  ufe  in 

*  that  fufpicion,  which  takes  even  a  falfe  alarm,  as 
'  fcjch  alarm,  when  proved  to  be  falfe,  may  lead  to 
'  the  convi£i:ion  of  truth. 

*  If  on  the  other  hand,  we  confider  each  of  the 
'  affemblies  of  the  provinces  and  colonies  as  what 

*  it  is,  as  a  legiflative,  deliberative  body,  as  the 
'  will  of  that  province  or  colony ;  it  muft  have  a 
^  right  to  deliberate,  it  mull  have  a  right  to  de- 
'  cide ;  if  it  has  the  free  will  to  fay  aye^  it  muft 
^  have  the  fame  power  of  will  to  fay  no.  You  may 

*  properly  order  an  executive  power  to  execute  y 

*  but  how,  and  with  what  propriety,  can  you  or-. 
'  der  this  deliberative  body  to  exert  its  will  only  in 
'  one  pfefcrihed  dire5lion  ?     If  any  fupreme  and  fo- 

*  vereign   will  fhall  pre-ordain   what  this  inferioF 

*  power  of  deliberation  j^^// 'se;///,  it  will  make  the 
'  fame  confufion   in  pradice,   which  the  divines 

*  and  metaphyficians  have  made  in  theory,  between 

*  predeftination  and  free-will  abfolute.-— If  you 
'  mean  to  try  this  experiment  of  reducing  thefe 
.^  abfurdities  and  inconfiftences  to  pradlice;  if  this 

*  bill  muft  pals,  and  you  have  not  yet  predeter- 
^  mined  on  the  title  of  it,  it  Teems  to  me  the  bill 

*  may  juftly  be  intituled,  an  a^  to  render  more  efr 

*  feElual  fredeftination  over  free-will.     For  as  your 

<  meafure  now  ftands,  if  the  aflemblies  of  the 
'  provinces  and  colonies  will  not  in  every  mode, 
'  article,  and  particular  provilion,,  decide  in  their 

*  deliberative  capacity^  as  an  adt  of  parliament  di- 

*  reds  and  pre-ordains,  you  confider  the  colonics 
^  as  denying  the  fo vereign ty  of  Great  Britain^  than 

<  v/hich  nothing  can  be  more  unjuft,  unlefs  it  were 

*  pofTible  to  find  any  thing  more  abfurd. 

'  Are  you  determined  from  hence  to  di red  and 
«  regulate  the  quartering  of  the  King's  troops  in 

*  North  America  ?— Do  it  in  a  way  that  brings  it 

*  home  to  the  executive  power  there,  to  carry  your 
^  diredions  and   regulations  into  execution;  ex- 

*  plaia 
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plain  and  amend  your  adl:  make  it  pradicafele; 
make  itefTetflive  -,  and  then  you  may  fairly  decide 
whether  they  deny  your  fovereignty  or  not.  You 
will  find  they  do  not.  If  you  think  your  v/ay  of 
making  an  adequate  and  certain  provifion  for 
the  charge  of  this  fervice,  is  by  the  parliament's 
impofing  a  tax  upon  the  people  for  that  purpofe; 
and  that  you  have  power,  and  it  is  advileable  to 
exert  that  power,  to  efFedluate  fuch  fupply,  by 
fuch  tax,  you  need  not  helitate  to  avow  it  openly 
and  directly ;'  for  the  people  of  the  colonies,  from 
one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  do  inva- 
riably confider  the  claufe  in  the  ad  of  parliament, 
direding  how  that  charge  lliall  be  fupplied,  as 
an  internal  tax  impofed  upon  them.— It  is  from 
this  idea,  that  every  aft  of  obedience,  as  well  as 
of  difobedience  to  your  a6l  of  parliament,  muft 
be  conftrued  and  explained.  Thofe  whom  you 
are  willing  to  underlland  as  having  obeyed  your 
a£b,  have  contrived  to  do  it  in  a  mode  vv'hich  nei- 
ther recognizes  the  adl  of  parliam.ent,  nor  fub- 
mits  to  the  taxation— as  fuch.  And  although 
you  reprefent  the  afiembly  of  the  province  of 
New-Xork  alone ^  as  having  revolted  againd  this 
power — believe  me,  there  is  not  a  province,  a 
colony,  or  a  plantation,  that  will  fubmit  to  a  tax 
thus  impofedj  more  than  New-Tork  will.  AM 
have  fhewn  their  readinefs  to  execute  this  leryice 
of  quartering  as  an  adl  of  their  own— all  have, 
in  their  zeal  to  provide  for  it,  by  a  grant  of  their 
own,  provided  a  fupply  to  anfvver  the  expence  ; 
— but  not  one  fingle  affembly  has  or  ever  will, 
aft  under  the  powers  and  provifions  of  this  a6l, 
as  acknowledging,  and,  in  confequence  thereof 
apportioning,  aflelTing,  and  levyingj  the  fupply, 
as  a  tax  impofed  by  parliament.  They  have  ei- 
ther" aded  without  taking  notice  at  all  of  this  adt 
of  parliament,  or  have  contrived  fome  way  or 
other  to  vary  in  fome  particulars,  fufficient  to 
make  the  execution  and  the  tax  an  ad  of  their 
X  3  ^  own.-— 
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*  ovyn.— Try  the  condudl  of  every  province  and 
'  colony  through  by  this  rule,  and  you  will  find 

*  nothing  particular  in  the  cafe  of  New  Tork - 

*  Don't  fancy  that  you  can  divide  the  people  upon 
'  this  point,  and  that  you  need  only  divide  to 
'  govern — you  will  by  this  condu6t  only  unite  them 
'  the  more  infeparably— you  will  make  the  caufc 

*  of  New  Tork  a  common  caufe  and  will  call  up  e- 
'  very  other  province  and  colony  to  ftand  forth  in 

*  their  juftification—  while   New    Tork^    learning 

*  from  the  complexion  of  your  meafure,  how  to  a- 

*  void  or  evade  the  purport  of  your  enforcing  hilU 

*  will  fufpend  the  force  of  it,  inftead  of  it  fufpending 
^  the  affemhly  of  that  province,  againft  whom  it  is 
'  brought  forward. 

'  But  we  are  told,  that  there  is  fomething  fo  pe- 
'  culiar  in  the  fpirit  with  which  the  Houfe  of  Ke- 
^  prefentatives  in  Bofion  have  oppofed  the  autho- 
'  rity  of  this  aft  of  parliament,  extending  to  the 
'  oppugning  of  all  authority  of  parliament  whatfo- 

*  ever— that  that  particular  cafe  will  demand  the 

*  particular  confideration  of  this  Houfe.  We  are 
'  told  that  they  have  charged  the  governor  and 

*  council  with  unwarrantable  and  unconftitutional 

*  proceedings,  for  a6ling  in  confequence  of  an  adt 

*  bf  parliament. 

'  This  is  fo  total  a  mifapprehenfion  and  mifrepre- 

*  fentation  of  the  cafe,  asitdoth  actually  iland,  that 
'  a  bare  narrative  of  the  circumftances  and  proceed- 
'  ings  on  the  matter,  will  convince  Miniftry  that 

*  they  need  not  put  themfelves  to  the  unnecelTary 

*  and  difagreeable  pain  of  any  further  confideration 

*  of  it,  nor  give  this  Houfe  any  trouble  about  the 

*  affair.    Some  troops  unexpededly,  and  by  acci- 

*  (dent,  put  into  the  harbour  o^  Bofion — Some  ex- 

*  pences  arofe  in  confequence  of  the  necelTity  of 
«  providing  for  a  temporary  reception  of  them— 
«  The  general  alTembly  not  having  yet,  from  any 
^  occafion,  been  called  upon  to  make  provifion  for 
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*  the  quartering  of  troops  by  an  ad  of  the  province, 
'  and  not  being,  fitting  at  this  particular  time,  the 
'Governor,  with  the  advice  of  council,  incurred 

*  the  icxpcnce.  When  the  aflrcmbly  met,  the  houfe 
'  of  reprefcfitatives  confidering,  that  the  ad  of  par- 
'  liament  requires  an  act  of  the  g&neral  court,  in 
'  order  xofapply  or  reimburfe  any  expence  incurred 

*  by  providing  quarters,  and  fo  forth,  and  that  no 

*  fuch  ad  did  as  yet  exlft,  and  that  therefore  the 
'  Governor  was  not  authorized,  either  ^j^«y  a5i  of 

*  parliament^  nor  as  yet  by  an  ad  of  the  province, 
'  to  incur  and  fupply  fuch   expence,  did,  with  a 

*  jealoufy  and  attention  not  unworthy  even  our  1- 
'  miration, objeclto  the  involving  the  treafury  in  any 
'  fuch  charge,  except  what  they  authorized  by  their 
*ju{l    power   of    appropriation.     The    Governor, 

*  with  great  prudence,  founded  in  a  knowledge  an 
>  acknowledgment  of  the  conftitutional  mode  of 
'  proceeding,  imputed  tbe  charge  incurred  to  the 
'  necefTity  of  the  unforefeen  occurrence,  and  apo- 

*  logized  for  his  proceeding,  as  confonant  to  the 
Vufual  pradice  in  the  like  cafes. — —-Although  fome 

*  of  that  ill- temper,  which  alway?  mixes  in  with 
'  bufmefs  when  people  are  not  well  together,  did 
'  mix  \n  with  this,  yn  here  it  ended  •,  $nd  from  this 
'  plain  narrative,  1  dare  fay,  this  Houfe  will  never 

*  be  troubled  with  any  thing  more  about  it.     But 

*  to  retvirn  : 

^  This    claufe  in   the  quartering  ad,  direding 
'  that  the  fuoply  for  reimburfing  the  expence  of 

*  quartering  th^  troops  fljall  be  raifed  by  the  refpec- 
'  tive  aiTemblies  of  the  provinces  or  colonies-r-which 
'  is  by  all  the  people  of  America^  confidered  as 
'  (and  is  indeed)  a  tax  impofed  by  parliament,  has 

*  brought,  in  fad,  into  difcuiTion,  that  quellion  of 

*  the  right  of  taxation,  which  the  cautious  and 
'  (what  I  think)  imprudent  wifdom  of  many  have 
'  endeavoured  to  keep  wrapped  up  and  fufpended 
^  in    theory. — Whaf  fchemes  of  policy  willied  to 

X  4.  '  '  hold 
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*  hold  in  qneftion— a&  and  deeds  will  bring  into 

*  decilion.  You  have,  on  one  hand,  by  your  de- 
^  ciaratory  law,  aiTcrted  your  right  and  power   of 

*  taxation  over  the  colonies,  and   fo  far  as  this  adl: 

*  goes,  you  have  exerted  that  power.     On  the  other 
•  *  hand,  it  is  a  fad:  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  be 

*  apprized  of,  in  all  its  extent.  That  the  people  of 
'  America^  univerfally,  unitedly,  and  unalterably, 
'  are  refolved  not  to  fubmit  to  any  internal  tax  im- 
'  pofed  upon  them  by  any  legiflature,  in  which 
^  they  have  not  a  fhare  by  reprefentatives  of  their 
'  own  ele6lion. 

'  '  This  claim  mud  not  beunderllood,  as  though 

*  it  were  only  the  pretences  of  party-leaders  and 

*  demagoo;ues  •.  as  though  it  were  onlv  the  vifions 

*  of  fpecuiative  enthufiafts  -,  as  though  it  were  the 

*  mere  ebullition  of  a  faction  which  mufl:  fubfide ; 

*  as  though  it  were  only  temporary  or  partial— it  is 
'  the  cool,  deliberate,  principled  maxim  of  every 
'  man  of  bufinefs  in  the  country. 

^  They  fay,  that  while  we  Confider  the  nation, 

*  the  realm,  the  government  oi Great  Britain^  col- 
^  ledively  taken,  as  the  fovereign^  and  the  colonies 
^  as  the  fuhjcut^  without  participation  in  the  deli- 
^  beration,  or  the  will,  bound  implicitly  to  obey  the 
*^  orders  of  this  fovereign,  and  implicitly  to  enad, 
^  regiiler,  and  carry  into  execution  thofe  grants^ 

*  v/hich  we  by  omx  a^s  have  made  of  their  property 
^  —they  fay,  that    this    fovereign    (however  free 

*  v/ithin  itfelfj  is  an  abfolute  fovereign,  an  arbitrary 
^  lord,  and  that  their  obedience  and  fubjedion, 
^  without  the  interpofnion  of  their  own   free  will, 

*  is  (as  to  the  fubject  fo  ftated)  abfolute  flavery,— 

*  We  have  by  acSt  of  parliament  declared  our  right, 

*  and  thus  their  apprehenfions  feel  the  effed  of  it. 

'  They  fay,  that  fupplies  are  of  good  izill^  and 

^  not  of  duty  ;  are  i\\e\free  and  voluntary  a^  of  the 

^  giver ^  having  a  right  to  gize^  not  obligations  and 

■    Services  to  be  complied   v^itb,  which  the  fubjed 

'  cannot 
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*  cannot  in  right  refufe— they  therefore  maintain, 

*  claim,  and  infift  upon,  that  whatever   is   given 

*  out  of  the  lands  or  property  of  the  people  of  the 
'  colonies,  fhould   be  given  and  granted  by  iheir 

*  cwn  a^, 

'  They  fay  that  the  true  ground  of  juftice,  where- 

*  on  the  Houfe  o£  Commons  grants   fupplies,  and 

*  may  lay  taxes  on  the  lands  of  themfelves  and 
*'  their  conftituents,  is,  that  they  give  what  is  their 

*  own,  or  that  of  others,  for  whom  they  are  fpe- 

*  cially  impowered  to   confent ;  that  they  lay  no 

*  taxes  which  do  not  affed  themfelves  and  their 
'  conftituents  ;  that  therefore,  they  are  not  only 
'  the  proper  givers,  but  alfo  the  heft  and Jaf eft  judges^ 
'  as  to  the  extent  and  the  mode  of  the  gift.     But 

*  that  where   any  legiflature  fhall   give  and  grant 

*  out  of  lands  and  property,  in  which  they  have 

*  no  fhare  or  concern  ;  where  they  have  no  tax  im- 
*^  pofed  upon  others  to  fupply  that  gift  in  eafe  of 
^  themfelves   and  their  conftituents,    the  cafe  la- 

*  bours  with  every  effed,  if  not  with  every  circum- 
*'ftance  ofinjuftice. 

*  Thus  this   queftion   is  brought  in  ifTue,   and 

*  muft  be  decided  •,  however  much  the  policy  of 
'  miniftry  may  wifti  and  labour  to  wave  it,  cafes 
^  which  conftantly  arife  muft  bring  it  into  difcuiTion, 

*  and  neceftiiy  will  force  it  into  decifton. 

*  Is  it  the  intent  of  government  to  exert  the  pow- 

*  er  that  it  hath  declared  to  be  its  right— is  it  de- 

*  termined  to  put  this  matter  in  conteft— to  put  ia 

*  conteft  the   intereft,  the  peace,  and  perhaps  the^ 

*  being  of  this  country— with  the  certain  efFed  of 
^  ruin  to  our  commercial  intereft — and  to  our  co- 

*  lonies,  as  commercial  accretions  of  the  ftate  ?^- 
^  Certainly  no. 

*  Does  miniftry  mean  to  propofe  the  meafure  of 
^  impofing  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  to  force  into 
^  execution  the  coliedion  of  them  ?— The  whole 
^^  fyftem  of  the  ftate,  government,  and  interwoven 

' intereft 
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'  intercflof  the  colonies,,  is  gone  too  far  for  that  to 

*  be  practicable. 

*  Does  it  mean  by  any  mode  of  policy^  to  unite  this 

*  fyftem,  which  is  inJaM  interwoven  and   incorpo- 

*  rated  into  the  very  being  of  the  BritiJIo  empire  ? 

*  -—I  am  afraid  not.     Matters  are  not  yet  gone  far 

*  enough  to  point  out  the  pradicability   and  ne- 

*  ceffity  of  fuch  political  union. 

'  What  then  remains,  but  that  we  muft  return 

*  again,  and  re-eftabljfh  the  fyftem  of  our  politicks 

*  on  that  bafis  whereoji  they  flood,  befotje  fome  late 

*  innovations  in  our  fyftem  ftiook   that    bafis  ?— 

*  What  remains,  but  that  we  ,a6t,  as  to  external  tax- 

*  es,  with   that  commercial  fpirit   and  prudence, 

*  which  the  wifdom  of  parliament  hath  always  exer- 
'  cifed  towards  the  colonies,  fince  their  firft  efta- 

*  blifhment :  and  that  as  to  further  fupplies,  when 
'  they  become  neceffary,  the  colonies  are  properly 
^  applied  to  by  requifitions  in  the  old  accuftomed, 
'  known  mode,  which  hath  always  fucceeded  and 

*  been  found  effedlual. 

'  As  this  is  my  opinion  on  this  queftion  in  ge- 

*  jieral,  fo  on  the  particular  matter  of  this  debate  ovi 
'  the  propofed  bill,  I  will  clofe  what  I  wifh  to  offer 
'  in  recommending  it  to  the  Houfe,  either  fo  to  a- 

*  mend  and  explain  its  'a<5l,  as  that  both  the  mode 

*  of  quartering,  and  the  adt  of  making  the  fuppjy 
'  for  the  expence  of  it,  may  originate  with  the  peo- 

*  pie  of  the  colonies,  and  be  an  a6l  of  their  own  af- 
'  femblies— in  which  cafe,  this  enforcing  bill  will 

*  become  un neceffary-— or  let  it  be  confidered  as  a 

*  fervice  which  the  crown  requires  of  them,  and  for 

*  which,  without  the  interpofition  of  parliament, 
'  it  makes  the  proper  requifitions. 

*  This  will  reftore  peace,  this  will  efFe6l  the  bu- 

*  finefs.  The  contrary  meaiure  of  this  enforcing  bill 
^  will  be  the  beginning  of  a  feries  of  mifchiefs,  and 

*  therefore  I  fhall  be  againft  the  bringing  it  in.' 

This 
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This  fpeech  was  followed  by  one  from  Sir  Tho- 
mas Sewell^  who  was  anfwered  by  the  late  Right 
HQ'Ci.  Charles  Town  fiend:,  after  whom  fpoke,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  Governor  Pozvnail  had  faid,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Conway^  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot^  the  Right  Hon. 
Hans  Stanley,  The  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville 
arofe  on  the  fame  account,  alfo  the  Right  Hon. 
Wellhore  Ellis^  who  were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Alder- 
man Beckfqrd,     The  bill  however  paffed. 

A  remarkable  Petition  from  "New  Yorky  deferves  ta 
be  noted  in  this  place^  though  there  were  no  pro- 
ceedings upon  it. 

Lord  Clare  (from  the  board  of  trade)  informed 
the  houfe  that  the  board  had  received,  inclofed  in 
a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Mocre^  Bart,  (his  Majefty's 
governor  of  New  Tork)  a  petition  of  the  merchants 
in  the  city  of  New  Tork^  addreffed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  the  governor  fays,  he  tranfmitted 
tp  the  commiflioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  at 
the  requefl:  of  a  committee  of  merchants  of  New 
Tork. 

This  petition  being  brought  up  and  read ;  fet 
forth,  '  that  the  commerce  of  the  North  American 
'colonies  is  fo  feverely  clogged  and  reftridled  by 

*  the  ftatutes  of  the  4th  and  6th  of  his  prefentMa- 

*  jefty's  reign,  as  to  afford  a  melancholy  prefage  of 
'  its  deftrudtion,  the  fatal  efFeds  of  which,  though 

*  firft  felt   there,  muft  be   finally  transferred    to 

*  Great  Brit ain^  and  center  with  her  merchants  and 
'  manufadlurers :  that  an  evil  fo  extenfive,  could 

*  not  fail  of  alarming  the  petitioners,  whofe   (itua- 

*  tion  expofes  them  to  the  firft  impredion  of  this 

*  calamity  -,  whence  they  think  it  their  duty  to  im- 

*  plore  the  houfe  to  refume  the  confideration  of  the 

*  plantation^ trade,  for  effedual  redrefs.  It  is  the 
'  fingular  difadvjantage  of  the  Northern  Brittjh  co- 
f  loniesi  that,  While  they  ftand  in  need  of  vaft 

'  quantities 
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'  quantities  of  the  manufa61:ures  of  Great  Britdiny 
'  the  country  produces  very  little  that  affords  a 
*dire6t    remittance  thither  in  payment,  and  there- 

*  fore  from  neceflity  they  have  been  driven  to  feek 
'  a  market  for  their  produce,  and  by  a  courfe  of 

*  traiBc,  to  acquire  either  money  or  fuch  merchan- 
^  dize,  as  v;ou;d  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  remit- 
*'  tance,  and  enable  them  to  fuilain  their  credit  with 
^  their  mother  country:  As  the  nature  of  the  pe- 
'  titioners  commerce,  when  free  from  the  late  re- 
'  flraints,  ought  to  be  underflood,  they  beg  leave 

*  to  obferve,  that  their  produce  then  fent  to  our 
'  own  and  the  foreign  iflands,  was  chiefly  bartered 

*  for  fugar,  rum,  melaffes,  cotton,  and  indigo  ; 
'  that  the  fugar,  cotton,  and  indigo,  ferved  as  re- 

*  mittance  to  Great  Brilmn^    which  the  rum  and 

*  melafles  conftituted  eflentiai  branches  of  their 
'  commerce,  and  enabled  them  to  barter  with  our 
^  own  colonies  for  fifh  and  rice,  and  by  that  means 
*topurfue  a  valuable  trade  v/ith  Spain^  Portugal ^ 

*  and  Italy^  where  they  chiefly  obtained  money,  or 

*  bills  oi  exchange  in  return,  and  likewife  qualified 

*  them  for   adventures  to  Africa^  where  they  had 

*  the  advantage  of  putting,  ofl-  great  quantities  of 
'  Briiijh  manufactures,  and  of  receiving  in  cx- 
'  change  gold,  ivory,  and  (laves,  which  lad  being 
^  difpoled  of  in  the  Weft  India  iOands,  commanded 
^  money  or  bills :  Rum  was  indifpenfable  in  their 
^  Indian  trd.di^^  and  with  ^r/7//^  manufactures^  pro- 

*  cured  furs  and  {kins,  which  both  ferved  for  con- 
^  fiderable  returns  to  Great  Britain^  and  encreafed 
^  its  revenue.  The  trade  to  the  bay  of  Honduras 
*•  was  alfo  of  great   importance,  it  being  managed 

*  with  kn all  cargoes  of  provifions,  rum,  zn^Britifi  ' 
'  manufadures,  which,  while  they  were  at  liberty 

'  to  fetid  foreign  logwood  to  the  different  ports  in 
^  Europe^  furnjfned  them  v;ith  another  valuable  re- 
^  mittance:  From  this  view,  it  is  evident  that  fu- 
^  gar,  rum„  'melafTcs  and  logwood,  with  cotton  and 
^  '  indigo, 
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«  indigo,  are  the  eflentials  of  their  return-cargoes, 

*  and  the  chief  fources,  from  which,  in  a  courie  of 

*  trade   they    have    maintained    their  credit   with 

*  Great  Britain.     That  confidering  the  prodigious 

*  confumption  of  the  produce  of  the  IFeJl  Indies  in 

*  Great  Britain^  Ireland^  and   the  colonies  on  the 

*  continent  of  America  ;  the  rapid  increafe  of  thole 

*  colonies  ;  the  vaft  acceffion  of  fubjeds  by  the  late 

*  conquefts  ;  the  utter  incapacity  of  our  own  iOand 

*  to  fupply  fo  great  a  demand,  will,  the  petitioners 
'  prefume,  be  out  of  all  queftion;  on  the  other 
'  hand,    the  lumber  produced  from  clearing  this 

*  immenfe  territory,  and  the  provifions  extradled 
'  from  a  fertile  foil,  mud  raife  a  fupply  for  expor- 

*  tation  much  greater  than  all  ouriHands  can  con- 

*  fume-,  it  feems   therefore  confident  with  found 

*  policy,  to  indulge  thofe  colonies  both  in  the  free 

*  and  unreftrained  exportation  of  all  the  lumber  and 

*  produce   they  can  fpare,  and  an  ample  impor- 

*  tation  of  fugar,  rum,  and  melalTcs,  to  fupply  the 

*  various  branchijjs  of  their  trade  ;  fince  without  the 

*  one  the  clearing  of  lands   will   be  difcouraged  ; 

*  and  provifions,  for  want  of  vent,  become  of  lit- 

*  tie  profit  to  the  farmer ;  without  the  other,  the 

*  petitioners  muft  be  plunged  into  a  total  incapacity 
'  of  making  good  their  payments  oi  Britijh  debts  ; 

*  their  credit  mufl  (ink,  and  their  imports  froni 
'  Great  Britain  gradually  diminiOi,  till   they  are 

*  contraded  to  the  narrow  compafs  of  remittances, 

*  in  articles  of  their  own  produce;  whence  theco- 
'  lonies  mud,  from  inevitable  neceffity,  betake 
'  themfelves  to  manufadures  of  their  own,  which 

*  will  be  attended  with  confequences  very  detri- 
'  mental  to  thofe  oi  Great  Britain, 

*  The  petitioners  having  thus  reprefented  the 
'  nature  of  their  commerce,  Ifumbly  beg  leave  to 

*  point  out  the  feveral  grievances  under  which  it 
'  labours,  from  the  regulations  prefcribed  by  the 
'  two  before-mentioned  a6ts.     The  heayy  encibar- 

'  rafTmentSj 
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*  raffments  which  attend  the  article  of  fugar,  is  a 
'  capital  fubjedt  of  complaint  -,  and,  befides  the 
'  abfolute  necefiity  of  a  great  importation  to  fuftain 
«  their  trade,  it  often  happens,  that  at  the  foreign 

*  iflands  a  fuflicient  return-cargo,  independent  of 
«  fugar,  cannot  be  procured,  which  renders  trade 

*  precarious  and  diicouraging  •,  befides„  the   high 

*  duty  of  5s.  llerling  a  hundred,  is  found  by  ex- 
«  perience  to  be  fo  exceffive,  that  it  has  induced 

*  the  fair  trader  to  decline  that  branch  of  bufinefs, 

*  while,  to  people  lefs  fcrupulous,  it  prefents  an 

<  irrefiftible  temptation  to  fmuggling.     That  the 

*  prelTure  of  this  duty  is  not  aggravated,  the  pe- 
'  titioners  appeal  to  the  officers  of  the  culloms  of 

*  their  port,  who  mufl  confefs  that  there  have  not 
*'  been  wanting  inflances  where  merchants  have 

*  been  driven  to  thedifagreeable  neceflity  of  bring- 

*  ing  their  very  plate  into  the  cuftom-houfe  to  dif- 

*  charge  it.    The  petitioners  therefoi'e  moft  hum- 

<  bly  entreat  that  a  more  moderate  duty  be  laid 

*  on  foreign  fugars,  which,  they  are  affured,  would 

*  not  only  greatly  promote  the  profperity  both  of 
«  thofe  colonies  and  their  mother  country,  but  en- 

*  creafe  the  royal  revenue  far  beyond  what  can  be 
'  expeded  under  the  prefent  reftraints.    The  com- 

*  pelling  merchants  to  land  and  (lore  foreign  fu- 

*  gars  in  Great  Britain^  before  they  are  exported 
'  to  other  parts    of  Europe^  is  another  expenfive 

*  and  dilatory  reftridion,  without  being  of  any  ma- 

*  terial  advantage  to  the  revenue  oi Great  Britain^ 
^  for  it  puts  it  out  of  the  petitioners  power  to  meet 
'  foreigners  at   market  upon   an  equal  footing. 

*  That  Britijh  plantation  fugar  exported  from 
'  North  America^  fliould  be  declared  French  on  be- 

*  ing  landed  in  England^  the  petitioners  conceive 

*  may  be  JLiftly  clalTed  among  the  number  of  hard-* 
'  fhips  inflided  by  thofe  regulations,  as  in   effed 

*  it  deprives  them  of  making  a  remittance  in  th'a^ 

*  article,  by  expofing  them  to  the  payment  of  the 

*  foreiga 
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'  foreign  duty  in  Great  Britain^  which  appears  the 
'  more  fevere,  as  their  fellow-fubje^ls  of  the  iflands 

*  are  left  at  liberty  to  export  thofe  fugars  for  what 

*  they  really  are,  and  a  diflindlion  is  formed  which 

*  the  petitioners  cannot  but  regard  with  uneafinefs. 

*  That  foreign  rum,  French  excepted,  is  the  next 

*  article  which  the  petitioners  moil   humbly  pro- 

*  pofe  for  confideration,  as   its  importation,  on  a 

*  moderate  duty,  would  add  confiderably  to  the 

*  revenue,   prevent  fmuggling,  encreafc  the  fale 
'  of  Britijh  rnanufacSlures,  and  enable  the  petiti- 

*  oners  to  bring  back  the  full  value  of  their  car- 

*  goes,  more  especially  from  the  Banijh  iflands  of 

*  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix^  where  they  can  only 

*  receive  half  the  value  in  fugar  and  cotton,  and 
-^  confequentiy  rum  alone  can   be  expelled  for' the 

*  other  half,  thofe  iflands  having  no  fpice  but  of  a    • 

*  bafe  kind.     That  it  is  with  the  greateft  concern 

*  the  petitioners  obferve,  that  foreign  logwood  is  al- 

*  fo  made  fubjedt  to  the  delay,  hazard,  and  ex- 
'  pence  of  being  landed  in  Great  Britain  •,  which 
'  with  its  low  price,  its  bulk,  and  the  duty  with 
'  which  it  is  now  burthened,  mud  totally  dellroy 

*  that  valuable  branch  of  the  petitioners  commerce, 
•^  and  throw  it  into  the  hands  of  foreigners  unfet- 

*  tered  with  thofe  heavy  embarralTments.  ThaC 
^  their  lumber  and  pot-afli,  even  when  fliipped  for 

*  Ireland^  where  the  latter  is  fo  neceflTary  for  the 

*  progrefs  of  their  linen  manufacture,  and  even 
'  provifions,  though  intended  to  relieve  that  king- 
'  dom  from  a  famine,  are  fubject  to  the  fame  dif^ 
*=-  trefTing  impediments;    nor  is   i^ax-feed  on  the 

*  timely  importation  of  which  the  very  exiftence 

*  of  the  linen  manufadlure  immediately  depends^ 

*  exempted  :  Yet  both  flax-feed,  lumber,  and  pot- 

*  afli,  may  all  be  imported  into  Ireland  directly  from 
'  the  Baltic,  where  they  are  purchafed  from  fo- 
^-reigners  under  the  national  difadvantage  of  being 
'  |)aid  for  with  money  inftcad  of  manufaflures  *, 

'  the 
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*  the  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  beg  leave  to 

*  exprefs  their  hopes,  that  an  evil  fo  highly  pre* 
'*  judicial  to  them,  to  the  ftaple  of  Ireland,  and  to 

*  the  trade  and  manufadures  of  Grea^  Britain,  will 
\             *  not  fail  of  obtaining  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 

*  and  an  immediate  and  efFedual  redrefs.     The  pe- 

*  titioners  beg  leave  further  to  reprefent^  that  the 

*  wines  from  the  iflands,  in  exchange  for  wheats 
"*  flour,  fifh  and  lumber,  would  confiderably  aug- 

*  ment  the  important  article  of  remittance,  was  the 

*  American    duty    withdrawn    on    exportation    to 

*  Great  Britain :  It  is  therefore  humbly  fubmitted 

*  to  the  Houfe,  whether  fuch  an  expedient,  calcu- 

*  lated  at  once  to  attach  the   inhabitants  to  huf- 

*  bandry,  by  encreaflng  the  coufumption  of  Ame- 

*  rican  produce,  to  encourage  Britijh  manufadures 

*  by  enabling  the  petitioners  to  make  good  their 

*  payments,  and    to  encreafe  the  royal  revenue  by 
^  an  additional  import  of  wines  into  Great  Britain^ 

*  will  not  be  confident   with  the   united  interefts 

*  both  of  the  mother   country  and  her  colonies. 

*  The  petitioners  alfo  conceive  that  the  North  Ame^ 

*  r/V^;zfi(hery  is  of  the  higheil  national  importance^ 
'  fince,  by  annually  employing  fo  great  a  number 

*  of  lliipping,  it  conftitutes  a   refpeflable  nurfery 

*  forfeamen,  and  is  fo  advantageous  in  remittances 
'  in  payment  {ox  Britijh  manufa6lures ;  whence  the 

*  petitioners  humbly  prefume  it  will  be  cherifhed 

*  by  the  Houfe,  and  every  impediment  removed 

*  that  tends  to  check  its  progrefs.     The  enlarging 

*  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  admiralty   is  another  pare 

*  of  the  fourth  of  his  Majefiy's    reign,  very  grie- 

*  vous  to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  colonies, 

*  and  oppreiTive  to  the  fubjects.     The  petitioners 

*  beg  leave  to  to  exprefs  their  warmefl  fentiments, 

*  of  gratitude  for  the  advantages   intended  by  par- 

*  liament  in  the  opening  free  ports  in  the  iflands 

*  oi  Jamaica  and  Dominica  •,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 

*  cannot  but  lament  their  being  fo  unhappy  as  to 

'  be 


A.  1767.        DEBATES.  321 

*  be  unable  to  reap  the  benefits,  which,  itwasima- 

*  gined,  would  flow  from  fo  wife  a  policy.     The 

*  collecting  great  quantities  of  the  produce  of 
'  Mardnkoy  Guadaloupey  &c.  at  the  ifland  of  Do  - 
'  mifiica,  would  be  of  real  advantage  to  the  colo- 
'  nies,  were  they  permitted  to  take  them  in  return 
'for  their  lumber  and  provifions-,  but  as  they  are 

*  now  prohibited  from  taking  any  thing  but  me- 

*  lafles,  the  petitioners  think  it  evident,  that  they* 

*  can  derive  no  fubftantial  advantage  under  fuch  a 

*  reftraint,  and   are  unable  to  difcern  the  principle 

*  on  which  the  prohibition  is  founded ;  for  fince 

*  fugar  may  be  imported  directly  from  the  foreign 

*  iflands,  it  feems  much  more  reafonable.  to  fuffer 

*  it  from  a  free  port  belonging  to  Great  Britain. 
'  The  petitioners,  therefore  humbly  hope,  that  the 
'  Houfe  will  think  it  equitable  to  adapt  this  trade 
'  to  their  circumftances,  by  granting  them  liberty 

*  to  import  into  the  colonies  all  Weft  India  produc- 

*  tions,   in  exchange  for  their  commodities ;  and 

*  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  petitioners,  with  the 

*  greateft  anxiety,  find  themfelves  obliged  to  in- 

*  form  the  Houfe,  that  although,  at  the  laftfeflion, 
'  the  necelTity  of  relieving  the  trade  of  thofe  colo- 

*  nies  feems  to  have  been  univerfally  admitted,  and 

*  the  tender  regard  of  parliament  for  their  happincfs 
'  highly   diftinguifhed ;    neverthelefs,    experience 

*  has   evinced,    that  the   commercial   regulations 

*  then  enabled,    inflead  of  remedying,  have  en- 

*  creafed  the  heavy  burthen  under  which  it  already 
'  laboured.     Hence,  upon  due  confideration,  no^ 

*  thing  can  be  more  manifefl:,^than  that  the  ability 

*  of  thofe  colonies  to  purchafe  the  nrianufadures 

*  of  Great  Britain^    immediately   depends    upon, 

*  and  is  infeparably  connected  with  the  progrefs  of 

*  their  commerce ;  and  that  ability,  by  removing 

*  the  neQeflity  of  home  manufactures,  would  leave 

*  them  at  liberty  to  purfue  agriculture,  in  which 

*  their  true  intereft  confiils.    The  petitioners,  there- 

VoL.  VII.  Y  'fore. 
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^  fore,  pray  the  honfe  to  take  the  above  into  con- 
'  fideration,  and  to  grant  fuch  relief  therein  as 
'  fliall  be  thought  confiftent  with  good  policy, 
'  and  the  mutual  intereils  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
*  colonies.' 

This  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table  : 
no  other  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

The  reft  of  the  material  bufmefs  of  this  SeiTion 
will  be  feen  by  the  lift  of  ads  which  were  palled. 

A  Lifi  of  the  ACTS pajfed  this  SESSION. 

N  A61  to  punijh  mutiny  and  defer tion. 
An  A61  to  continue^  for  a  further  limited  time, 

the  free  importation  of  wheat andwheat  mealy  from 

any  part  of  RuYope,  and  to  dif continue  the   duties 

payable  on  the  importation  of  barley -meal  andpulfe. 
An  hdito  dif  continue  the  duties  on  the  importation  of 

tallow y  ho^s-lardy  and  greafe. 
An  A61  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majejiy^  by  a  land- 

ta^^  for  the  fer vice  of  the  pefnt  year^  C3J.  in  the 

pound). 
An  Ad  for  better  regulating  his  Majefifs  marine' 

forces  when  onfhore. 
An  ad  to  apply  the  fum  granted  for  the  pay  and 

cloathing  of  the  militia  ^  for  iy6y. 
An  Ad  to  enlarge  the  term  granted  for  building  two 

new  churches  in  the  town  ^/Liverpool. 
An  Ad  to  enable  the  Earl  of  Strathmore  to  take  the 
.   name  of  Bowes,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  George 
.     Bowes,  Efq\  deceafed. 
^  An  ad  for  the  free  importation  of  falted  meat  and 

butter  into  this  kingdom. 
An  Ad  for  eflablijhing  comwAffioners  of  cufioms  in 

America. 
An  k^tto  continue  feveral  laws  relating  to  the  clan- 

define  running  of  uncufiomed  goods  ^  and  to  prevent 

frauds  relating  to  cufioms ^  and  for  granting  liberty 

t$ 
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to  curry  rice  from  Carolina  and  Gtorgh  to  Ame- 
rica. 

An  Adi  for  the  prefervatlon  of  fifto  in  rivers^  fo  far 
as  r dales  to  the  dejlroying  of  fifh^  and  the  damage 
done  tofea  hanks. 

An  A6t  to  render  more  effectual  an  a5i  made  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  II.  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  arts  of  defigning^  engravings 
and  etchings  hiftorical  and  other  -prints^  and  for 
vcfting  and  fecuring  to  ] 3.nQ  Hogarth,  widow,  the 
property  in  certain  prints. 

An  A6t  to  continue  fo  rauch  of  ana^  as  relates  to  the 
free  importation  of  cochineal  and  indigo,  and  for  al- 
lowing the  bounties  on  a5ls  of  parliament  now  in  be- 
ing upon  the  exportation  of  corn  and  malt,  declared 
or  made  for  e:-cportation,  and  barley,  &c.  and  enter ^ed 
at  the  Recife  office. 

An  A6i:  to  render  more  effeBiial  in  his  Majeflfs  do- 
minions in  America,  the  aEl  for  punijhing  mutiny 
and  defer ticn. 

An  Aft  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  importation  and 
wearing  of  French  lawn, 

'An  Aft  to  encourage  the  trade  and  manufa^ure 
of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  for  the  better  fupply  of  the 
inhabitants  there  with  wheat-flour,  barley,  and 
meal. 

An  Adi  for  raijtng  i,^qo,oqo\,  by  annuities  and 
lottery. 

An  Aft/(?r  laying  an  additional  duty  of  ^d,  an  ell  on 
linen  cloth  or  fieeting,  above  a  yard  in  widths  im- 
ported fro?n  Holland  and  Flanders,  except  cloth  of 
the  WMnufaElnre  of  thofe  countries. 

An  Aft  for  allowing  the  free  importation   of  rice, 
fago,    powder,    and    vermicelli,    frora   America. 
[This  immediately  reduced  the  price  of  Rice  to 
2d.  a  pound.] 

An  Adi  for  redeeming  the  remainder  of  joint  flock  an- 
nuities, in  refpeut  of  fever  al  navy,  victualling,  and 
tranfoort  billSy  and  ordnance  debentures, 

Y  2  ^  An 
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An  A&  for  redeeming  one -fourth  part  of  the  joint 
fiock  annuities^  ejlablifhed  by  an  a5t  of  his  prefent 
Majefty\  for  granting  feiieral  additional  duties  up- 
on wines  *,  and  certain  duties  on  cyder  and  perry. 

An  h^to  explain  an  atl  of  the  29'^  <!?/Q^Eiizabeth, 
to  prevent  extortion^  in  cafes  of  execution. 

An  Ad:  for  extending  the  royalty  of  the  city  <?/ Edin- 
burgh, and  for  eftablijljinga  theatre  in  that  city. 

An  A6t  for  eftablifhing  a  general  hofpital  in  the  t&wn^ 
^/Cambridge.     (Adenbroke's) 

An  Ad  for  extending  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Hull,  from  Frodingham-Beck  to  Driffield,  in 
the  Eafi  Riding  of  York fh ire. 

An  A61  to  make  Codbeck  brook  navigable^  from  the 
river  Swale  to  Thirflc,  in  Yorkfhire. 

An  A(St  for  ere5iing  a  pier  at  St.  Ives. 

An  Ad:  for  regulating  the  parifh  poor  children  within 
the  bills  of  mortality. 

An  AQifor  compleating  Bhck-frhvs  bridge, 

^An  A^  for  -indemnifying  perfons  who  have  omitted  to 
qualify  for  employments. 

An  AS:  for  granting  certain  fums  out   of  the  finking 
fund  \  and  for  impowering  his  Majefty  to  permit 
the  importation  of  corn^  duty  free^  for  a  longer 
time. 

An  Ad:  for  taking  off  the  duty  of  is,  a  pound  on  all 
black  and  Singlo  tea^  and  for  granting  a  drawback  on 
teas  exported  to  Ireland  and  Ax^tnz2^, 

"An  Adi  for  granting  certain  duties  on  foreign  linen^ 
and  a  premium  for  the  encouragement  of  raifing 
hemp. 

An  AQl  for  reftrainlng  the  affembly  ofNcvf  York  from 

pdffing  any  a5l^  till  they  had  complied  with  the  a5i 

of  parliament  for  the  furnijhing  his  Majefifs  troops 

with  the  neceffaries  required  in  that  a5i. 

An  A6t  for  putting  the  American  duties  into  the 

'■■'  ■   hands cfcommiffioners. 
An  A£t  for  allowing  a  longer  time  for  the  enrollment 

of 
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of  deeds  of  papifls^  for  relief  of  proteji ant  purcha- 
sers. 

An  A6t  for  extending  the  window  a£f  to  Scotland. 

An  A6ifor  altering  the  duties  on  policies ^  and  leffen- 
ing  the  allowance  for  prompt  payment  of  certain 
flamp  duties. 

An  Act  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifli 
American  colonies. 

An  A&.for  regulating  the  dividend  of  the  Eaft  India 
company.  [By  this  adt  no  dividend  is  to  be  made 
from  the  24th  oijune  bur  in  purfuanceof  a  vote 
carried  on  a  ballot,  in  a  general  court  fummoned 
for  the  purpofe  feven  days  beforehand;  nor  any 
increafe  of  dividend  beyond  10  per  cent,  till  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament.] 

Avl  AQi  for  eflahlifhing  an  agreement  hetween  the  go- 
vernment and  the  Esi^  India  Company.  [By  this 
agreement  the  Company  are  to  pay  the  govern- 
ment 40O5O00I.  yearly  for  two  years,  by  half 
yearly  payments,  during  which  time  the  terri- 
torial pofTelTions  and  revenues  lately  obtained  are 
to  remain  in  the  Company's  hands ;  but  if  dif- 
poflelTed  of  any  of  them  in  the  mean  time  by  any 
foreign  power,  a  propoaional  abatement  is  to 
be  made  in  the  annual  payments ;  and  money 
wrongfully  paid  to  be  refunded.  The  monies 
to  be  referved  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament.] 

On  the  Second  of  July  lySy^  the  King  put  an  end 
to  this  Seflion  with  the  following  Speech. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
'  <TpHE  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  joined  to  the 

*  X   confideration  of  the  inconvenience  you  muft 

*  all  havefeltfrom  fo  long  an  abfencefrom  your  fe- 

*  veralcounties  calls  upon  me  to  put  an  end  to  the 

*  prefent  feflion  of  parliament ;  which  I  cannot  do, 

*  without  returningyou  my  thanksfor  your  diligent 
'  application  to  the  public  bufinets,  and  the  proofs 

*  you  have  given  of  your  affedlion  for  me,  for  my 

*  family,  and  for  my  government :  And  although, 

y   2  *  from 
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*  from  the  nature  and  extenfivenefs  of  the  feveral 

*  objeds  under  your  confideration,  it  could  hot  be 

*  expedled  that  all  the  great  commercial  interefis 

*  (houid  be  compleatly  adjufted  and  regulated   in 

*  the  courfe  of  this  lellion,  yet  I  am  perfuaded, 

*  that,  by  the  progrefs  you  have  rhade,  a  folid 
'foundation  is  laid  for  fecuring  the  mofl  cbnfider- 

*  able  and  elTential  benefits  to  this  nation. 

*  As  no  material  alteration  has  happened  in  the 

*  flate  of  foreign  affairs  fmce  your  firfl  meeting, 

*  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  to  you  on  that 
*'  fubjedl.     The  fixed  objcdls  of  all  my  ineafures 

*  are,  to  preferve  the  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time 
'to  affert'  and  maintain  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
'  andthejuft  rights  of  my  fubjeds.' 

Gentlemen  of  theHoufe  of  Commons, 
'  I  thank  you  for  the  neceffary  fupplies  which 

*  you  have  fo  chearfully  granted  for  the  public  fcr- 
^  vice  5  and  my  particular  acknowledgements  are 
*•  due  to  you,  for  the  provifion  you  have  enabled 
^  me  to  make  for  the  more  honourable  fupport  and 

*  maintenance  of  my  family.' 

My  Lords ^  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  great  attention  which  you  have  ihewn  to 

*  the  particular  purpofe  for  which  I  called  you  fo 
'  early  together,  and  the  very  wholefome  laws  paf- 

*  (td  for  relieving  my  fubje(5ts  from  the  immediate 
'  diftrefs  which  the  great  fcarcity  of  corn  threatened 

*  to  bring  upon  them,  give  me  the  moll  feniible 

*  pleafure.     I  rely  upon  you  for  the  exertion  of 

*  your  utmoil  endeavours  to  convince  my  people, 

*  that  no  care  has  been  v/anting  to  procure  for  them 

*  every  relief  which    has  been   poffible  ;  and  that 

*  their  grateful  fenfe  of  provifions  fo  wifely  made 

*  for  their  prefent  happinefs  and  lading  prolperity 

*  cannot  be  fo  fully  exprefTed,  as  by  a  ftridl  ob- 
^  fervance  of  that  prder  and  regularity,  which  are 
^  equally  necelTary  to  the  fecurity  of  all  good  go- 
^  ycrnment,  as  well  as  to  their  own  real  Welfare.' 

3  ■  The 


A.  1767.  DEBATES.  327 

The    SEVENTH     SESSION 


O  F    T  H  E 


Twelfth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 


On  th€  24th  of  November  1767,  the  King  went  to 
the  Hotife  of  Peers  at  Weftminfter,  and  opened 
this  Sejfton  with  the  following  Sfeech, 

My  Lords  ^  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  T  Have  chofen  to  call  you  together  at  this  feafon 

*  i  of  the  year,  that  my  parliament  might  have 

*  full  deliberations  upon  all  fuch  branches  of  the 

*  public  fervice,  as  may  require   their   immediate 

*  attention  ^  without  the  neceflity   of  continuing 

*  the  feflion  beyond  the  time  moft  fultable  to  my 

*  people,  for  the  elediion  of  a  new  parliament : 
^  And  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  be  careful,  from 
"^  the  fame  confiderations,  to  avoid  in  your  pro- 

*  ceedings,  all  unnecefTary  delay, 

'  Nothing  in  theprefent  fituationof  affairs  abroad 

*  gives  me  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  you  will  be 
'  prevented,  by  any  interruption  of  the  public 
^  tranquillity,  from  fixing  your  whole  attention  up- 

*  on  fuch  points,  as  concern  the  internal  welfare 

*  and  profperity  of  my  people. 

'  Among  thefe  objedts  of  adomefticnature,  none 

*  can  demand  a  more  fpeedy  or  more  ferious  at- 
^  tention,    than  what  regards    the   high   price  of 

*  corn,  which  neither  the  falutary  laws  pafTed  in 
^  the  laft  felTion  of  parliament,  nor  the  produce  of 
^  the  late  harveft,  have  yet  been  able  fo  far  to  re- 

y  4  *  duce^ 
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*  duce,  as  to  give  fufficient  relief  to  the  diftrelfes 

*  of  the  poorer  fort  of  my  people.     Your  late  re- 

*  fidence  in  your  feveral  counties   muft  have  ena- 

*  bled  you  to  judge,  whether  any  further  provi- 

*  fions  can  be  made  conducive  to  the  attainment  of 

*  fo  defirable  an  end.' 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^ 

*  1  will  order  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you 
^  the  eftimatesfor  the  fervice  of  theenfuing  year. 

*  The  experience  I  have  had  of  your  conftant 

*  readinefs  to  grant  me  all  fuch  fupplies,  as  fhould 

*  be  found  necefTary  for  the  fecurity,  intereft,  and 

*  honour  of  the  nation  (and  I  have  no  other  to  alk 
*'of  you)  renders  it  unnecefTary  for  me  to  add  any 

*  exhortations   upon  this  head :  And  I  doubt  not 

*  but  the  fame  public  confiderations  will  induce  you 

*  to  perfevere  with  equal  alacrity,  in  your  endea- 

*  yours  to  diminifh  the  national  debt ;  while,  on  my 

*  part,  no  care  fhall  be  wanting  to  contribute,  as 

*  far  as  poflible,  to  the  attainment  of  that  mod  ef- 

*  fential  objed,  by  every  frugal  application  of  fuch 

*  fupplies  as  you  fhall  grant*' 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  The  neceffity  of  improving  the  prefent  general 

*  tranquillity  to  the  great  purpofe  of  maintaining 

*  the  ftrength,  the  reputation,  and  the  profperity 

*  of  this  country,  ought  to  be  ever  before  your 

*  eyes.     To  render  your  deliberations  for  that  pur- 
'  pofe  fuccefsful,  endeavour  to  cultivate  a  fpirit  of 

*  harmony  among  yourfelves.     My  concurrence  in 

*  whatever  will  promote  the  happinefs  of  my  peo- 

*  pie  you  may  always  depend  upon ;  and  in  that 

*  light,  I  fhall  ever  be   defirous  of  encouraging 

*  union   among  all  thofe  who  wifh  well  to  theit 

*  country.* 

An 
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An  addrefs  was  moved  and  feconded,  in  the  u- 
fual  manner.  After  which  Mr.  Conway  (lood  up,  Ur.amvay. 
and  fupported  the  motion.  He  concluded  with  a 
panegyric  on  the  late  Mr.  Charles'TownJhend^  having 
mentioned  his  talents,  abilities,  judgment,  faga- 
city,  &c.  he  faid,  '  that  his  dear  lamented   friend 

*  had  engaged  himfelf  to  prepare  a  plan  to  be  fub- 

*  mitted   to  parliament,  for  the  effedlual  relief  of 

*  the  poor  in  the  article  of  provifions ;  and  he  had 

*  no  queftion  that,  if  that  great  man  had  furvived, 

*  he  would  have  been  able  to  perform  his  promife ; 

*  but,  unfortunately  for  the  public,  his  plan  was 
'  loft  with  him  :  that  it  was  eafy  to  find  a  fucceflbr 

*  to  his  place,  but  impoflible  to  find  a  fucceiTor  to 

*  his   abiHties,  or  one  equal   to  the  execution  of 

*  his  plans — The  houfe  ought-  not,  therefore,  to 

*  be     furprized,    that    the   King's  furviving  fer- 

*  vants  had  not  yet  been  able  to  devifc  any  fcheme 

*  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  although  a  man  of  Mr. 

*  l^ownjhend's  fuperior   qualificaxions   might  have 

*  been  fully  equal  to  the  tafk.' 

Mr.  Edmund  Burke   then  got   np,    and  fpoke Mr.  i?«ri*. 
nearly  to  the   following  purport.     '  The  condi- 

*  tion  of  this  country,  at  the   conclufion   of  the 

*  laft  fpring,  was   fuch   as    gave  us  ftrong   rea- 
'  fon  to  exped,  that  not   a   fingle    moment   of 

*  the  interval   between  that  period  and  our  win- 

*  ter  meeting    would    be  loft    or    mifemployed. 

*  We  had  a  right  to  exped,  that  gentlemen,  who 

*  thought  themfelves  equal  to  adviie  about  the  go- 

*  vernment  of  the  nation,  would,  during  this  pe- 

*  riod,  have  applied  all  their  attention,  and  exerted 

*  all  their  efforts,  to  difcoverfome  effedlual  remedy 
'  for  the  national  diftrefs.     For  my  own  part,  I  had 

*  no  doubt  that,  when  we  again  met,  the  admini- 

*  ftration  would  have  been  ready  to  lay  before  us 

*  fome   plan  for  a  fpeedy    relief  of  the  people, 

*  founded  upon  fuch  certain  lights  and  informa- 

'  tions 
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*  tions  as  they  alone  are  able  to  procure,  and  di- 

*  gelled  with  an  accuracy  proportioned  to  the  time 

*  they  have  had  to  confider  of  it :  but  if  thefevvere 

*  our  expectations,  if  thefe  were   the  hopes  con- 

*  ceived  by  the  v/hole  houfe,  how  grievouily  are  we 

*  difappointed  1  after  an  interval  of  lb  many  months, 

*  inftead  of  being  told  that  a  plan  is  formed,  or 
'  that  meafures  are  taken,  or,  at  lead,  that  mate- 

*  rials  have  been  diligently  colleded,  upon  which 

*  fome  fcheme  might  be  founded  for  preferving  us 
^  from  famine  -,  v/e  fee  that  this  provident  mini- 

*  ftry,  thefe  careful  providers,  are  of  opinion,  they 

*  have  fufficiently  acquitted  themfelves  of  their  du- 
'  ty,  by  advifmg  his  Majefty  to  recommend  the 
'  matter  once  more  to  our  confideration,  and  fo 

*  endeavouring  to  relieve  themfelves  from  the  bur- 

*  then   and   cenfure,  which  mud  fall  fomewhere, 

*  by  throwing  it   upon  parliam.ent.     God  knows 

*  in  v;hat  n:ianner  they  have  been  employed  for 

*  thefe  four  months  pad.     It  appears  too  plainly 

*  they  have  done  but  little  good — I  hope  they  have 

*  not  been  bufied  in  doing  mifchief  ^  and  though 

*  they  have  negle6led  every  ufeful,  every  necelTary 

*  occupation,  I  hope  their  leifure  has  not  been  fpent 

*  in  fpreading  corruption  through  the  people. 

'  Sir,  I  readily  afient  to  the  laborious  panegyric 
'^  which  the  hon.  gentleman  upon  the  floor  has  been 

*  pleafed  to  make  on  a  very  able  member  of  the  ad« 

*  minidration  whom  v/e  have  lately  lod :  no  man 
^  had  a  higher  opinion  of  his  talents  than  I  had  j 

*  but  as  to  his  having  conceived  any  plan  for  reme- 
'  dying  the  general   didrefs  about  provifions,  (as 

*  the  gentleman  would  have  us  underdand)  I  fee 

*  many  reafons  for  fufpeding  that  it  could  never 
^  have  been  the  cafe.     If  that  gentleman  had  form- 

*  ed  fuch  a  plan,  or  if  he  had  collected  fuch  ma- 
'  terials  as  we  are  now  told  he  had,  I  think   it  is 

*  fmpolTible  but    that,  in   the  courfe  of  fo   many 

*  months,  fome  knowledge  or  intimation  of  it  mud 

*  have 
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*  have  been  communicated  to  the  gentlemen  v;ho 

'  adled  with  him,  and  who  were  united  wich  him, . 

*  not  lefs  by  friendfhip  than  by  office.  He  was 
'  not  a  refcrved  man  ;  and  furely,  Sir,  his  col- 
<  leagues,  who  had  every  opportunity  of  hearing 
«  his  fentimeiits  in  office,  in  private  converfation, 
*•  and  in  this  houfe,  muft  have  been  (Irangely  inat- 

*  tentive  to  a  man,  whom  they  fo  much  admired, 
*•  or  uncommonly  dull,  if  they  could  not  retain 
'  the  fmalleft  memory  of  his  opinions  on  matters 
'  on  which  they  ought  naturally  to  have  confulced 
'  him    often.     If  he  had   even  drawn    the  loofeft 

*  outlines  of  apian,  is  it  conceivable  that  ail  traces 
'  of  it  {hould  be  fo  foon  extinguifhed  ?  To  me,  Sir, 
^  fuch  an  abfolute  oblivion  feems  wholly  incredible. 

*  Yet  admitting  the  fad;  for  a  moment,  what  an 

*  humiliating  confelTion  is  it  for  an  adminiftration, 
'  who  have  undertaken  to  advife  about   the  con- 

*  duding   of  an  empire,  to  declare  to   this  houfe, 

*  that  by  the  death  of  a  fmgle  man,  all  projects  for 
*.the  public  good  are  at  an  end,  all  plans  are  loft, 
'  and  that  this  lofs  is  irreparable,  fince  there  is  not 

*  a  leader  furviving,  who  is  in  any  meafure  capable^ 

*  of  filling  up  the  dreadful  vacuum  1 

*  But  1  fball  quit  this  fubject  for  the  prefent  5 

*  and,  as  we  are  to  confider  of  an  addrefs  in  return 

*  to  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  I  beg  leave  to 
^  mention  fome  obfervations  occurring  to  me  upon 

*  the  fpeech  itfelf,  which  I  think  I  am  warranted, 

*  by  the  eftablilhed  pradice  of  this  houfe,  to  treat 
'  merely  as  the  fpeech  of  the  minifter. 

'  The  chief  and  only  pretended   merit  of  the 

*  fpeech  is,  that  it  contains  no  extraordinary  mat- 

*  ter,  that  it  can  do  no  harm,  and  confequently 

*  that  an   addrefs  of  'applaufe  upon    fuch  fpeech  is 

*  but  a   mere  compliment  to  the    throne,    from 

*  which  no  inconvenience  canarife,  nor  confequence 
'be  drawn.  Now,  Sir,  fuppofing  this  to  be  a  true 
?  reprefentation  of  the   fpeech,  I  cannot  think  it 

'  doe§ 
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*  does  the  adminiftation  any  great  honour,  nor  can 

*  I  agree,  that  to  applaud  the  throne  for  fuch  a 
'  fpeech,  would  be  attended  with  no  inconvenience. 
'  Although  an  addrefs  of  applaufe   may  not  enter 

*  into  the  approbation  of  particular  meafures,  yet 

*  it  muft  unavoidably  convey  a  general  acknow- 

*  ledgment,  at  lead,    that  things   are,   upon    the 

*  whole,  as  they  fhould  be,  and  that  wc  are  fatisfied 

*  with  the  reprefentation  of  them,  which  we  have 

*  received  from  the  throne.     But  this.  Sir,  lam 

*  fure,  would  be  an  acknowledgement  inconfiftenc 
'  with  truth,  and  inconfiftent  with  our  own  interior 

*  convidlion,  unlefs  we  are  contented  to  accept  of 

*  whatever  the  miniftry  pleafe  to  tell  us,  and  wil- 

*  fully  fhut  our  eyes  to  any  other  fpecies  of  evi- 
'  dence. 

'  As  to  the  harmieflhefs  of  the  fpeech,  I  muft 

*  for  my  own  part  regret  the  times,  when  fpeeches 

*  from  the  throne  defcrved  another  name  than  that 

*  of  innocent;  when  they  contained  fome  real  and 

*  ^e6lual  information  to  this  houfe,--fome  exprefs 

*  atcountofmeafures  already  taken,  or  fome  pofitive 

*  plan  of  future  meafures,  for  our  confideration. 

*  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  divide  the  prefent  fpeech  in- 

*  to  three  heads,  and  a  very  little  attention  will 

*  demonflrate  how  far  it  is  from  aiming  at  that 
'  fpirit   of  bufmefs  and   energy,  which   formerly 

*  animated  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  :  you  will 

*  fee,  under  the  divifion,  that  the  fmall  portion  of 

*  matter  contained  in  it  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  and  fo 

*  ftated,  as  to  preclude   all  pofTibility  or  neceflity 

*  of  deliberation  in  this  place.  The  firft  article  is, 
*'  That  every  thing  is  quiet  abroad.'*  '  The  truth  of 

*  this   alTertion,  when   confirmed    by  an    enquiry, 

*  which  I  hope  this  houfe  will  make  into  it,  would 

*  give  me  the  fincereft  fatisfadlion ;  for  certainly 

*  there  never  was  a  time  when  the  diftrefs  and  con- 
'  fufion  of  the  interior  circumftances  of  this  nation 

*  made  it  more  abfolutely  neceflary  to  be  upon  fe- 

'  cure 
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*  core  and  peaceable  terms  with  our  neighbours : 
'  but  1    am    a   little  inclined  to  fufpecl,  and   in- 

*  deed    it  is  an  opinion    too    generally   received, 

*  that  this  appearance  of  good  underftanding  with 

*  our  neighbours  deferves  the  name  of  ftagnation, 

*  rather  than  of  tranquillity  -,  that  it  is  owing  not  fo 
'  much  to  the  fuccels  of  our  negociations  abroad, 

*  as  to  the  abfolute  and  entire  fufpenfion  of  themfor 
'  a  very  confiderable  time.    Confuls,  envoys,  and 

*  ambafladors,  it  is  true,  have  been  regularly  ap- 

*  pointed,  but,  inltead  of  repairing  to  their  ftations, 

*  have,  in  the  mod  fcandalous  manner,  loitered  at 
'  home  •,  as  if  they  had  either  no  bufinefs  to  do,  or 
'  were  afraid  of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  refent- 

*  ment  or  derifion  of  the  court  to  which  they  were 

*  deftined.     Thus  have  all  our  negociations  been 

*  conduced,  and  thus  they   have  been  dropped. 

*  Thus  hath  the  Manilla  ranfom,  that  once  favou- 

*  rite  theme,  that  perpetual  eccho  with  fome  gen- 

*  tlemen,  been  configned  to  oblivion.     The  flight- 

*  eft  remembrance  of  it  muft  not  now  be  revived. 

*  At  this  rate.  Sir,  foreign  powers  may  well  per- 

*  mit  us  to  be  quiet ;  it  would  be  equally  ufelefs 
'  and  unreafonable  in  them  to  interrupt  a  tranquil- 

*  lity,  which  we  fubmit  to  purchafe  upon  fuch  in- 

*  glorious  terms,  or  to  quarrel  with  an  humble, 

*  paflive  government,  which  hath  neither  fpirit  to 

*  aflert  a  right  nor  to  refent  an  injury.  In  the  di- 
«  ftradted,  broken,  miferable  ftate  of  our  interior 

*  government,  our  enemies  find  a  confolation  and 

*  remedy  for  all  that  they  fufFered  in  the  courfe  of 
'  the  war,  and  our  councils  amply  revenge  them 
'  for  the  fucceflfcs  of  our  arms. 

*  The  fecond  article  of  the  fpeech  contains  "  a 
*'  recommendation  of  what  concerns  the  dearnefs  of 
**  corn,  to  our  immediate  and  earneft  deliberation." 

*  No  man,  Sir,  is  more  ready  than  myfelf,  as  an 
^  individual,  to  (hew  all  poffible  deference  to  the 

*  refpedtable  authority  underwhich  the  fpeech  from 

'the 
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'  the  throne  is  delivered  ;  but,  as  a  member  of  this 
'  houle,  it  is  my  right,  nay,  I  muft  think  myfelf 

*  bound  toconfuler  it  as  the  advice  of  the  minilxer  ^ 

*  and,  tlpon  this  principle,  if  I  would  underftand  it 
^  rightly,  or  even  do  juftice  to  the  text,  I  muft 

«  carry  the  minifter's  comment  along  with  me. 
'  But  what.  Sir,  has  been  the  comment  upon  the 
'  recommendation  made  to  us  from  the  throne  ? 
'  Flas  it  amounted  to  any  more  than  a  pofitive  af- 

*  ill  ranee  that  all  the  endeavours  of  adminiftration 
«  to  form  a  plan  for  relieving  the  poor  in  the  arti- 
'  tick  of  provifions,  have  proved  inefFedual  ?  That 

*  they  neither  have  a  plan,  nor  materials  offuffi- 

*  cient  information  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  and 
. '  that  the   objed   itfelf    is,    in    their    apprehen- 

'  fions,  abfolutely  unattainable  ?   If  this  bethefad, 

*  if  it  be  really  true  that  the  minifter,  at  the  fame 
^  time  that  he  advifes  the  throne  to  recommend  a 
^  matter  to  the  earneit  deliberation  of  parliament, 
'  confeiTes  in  his  comment  that  this  very  matter  is 

*  beyond  the  reach  of  this  houfe,  what  inference 
'  m>u(l  we  neceffarily  draw  frona  fuch  a  text,  and 

*  from  fuch  an  illuftration  ?  I  will  not  venture  to 
«  determine  what  may  be  the  real  motive  of  this 
'  ftrange  condu6l  and  inconfiftent  language,  but 
'  1  will  boldly  pronounce,  that  it  carries  with  it  a 

*  moll:  odious  appearance.     It  has  too   much  the 

*  air  of  a  defign  to  exculpate  the  crown,  and  the 
'  fervants  of  the  crown,  at  the  expence  of  parlia- 
*-  ment.  The  gracious  recommendation  in  the 
'  fpeech  will  foon  be  known  alj  over  the  nation. 
^  The  comment  and  true  illuftration  added  to  it  by 

*  one  of  the  niiniilry  will  probably  not  go  beyond 

*  the  litiiits  of  thefe  walls.     What  then  mufl  be 

*  the  confequence  ?  The  hopes  of  the  people  will 

*  be  ralfedr     They  of  courfe  v/ill  turn  their  tyts 

*  upon  us,  as  if  our  endeavours  alone  were  want- 

*  ing  to    relieve    them  from   mifery  and  famine, 

*  and  to  reftore  them  to  happi.nefs  and  plenty;  and 
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«  at  laft,  when  all  their  golden  expedations  aredif- 

*  appointed  ;  when  they  find  that  notwithftanding 
'  the  earned  recommendation  from  the  crown, 
'  parliament  has  taken  no  efFedual   meafures  for 

*  their  relief,  the  whole  weight  of  their  refentment 

*  will  naturally  fail  upon  us  their  reprefentatives. 

*  We  need  not  doubt  but  the  eiFeds  of  their  fury 

*  will  be  anfwerable  to  the  caufe  of  it.  It  will  be 
«  proportioned  to  the  high  recommending  autho- 
'  rity,  which  we  fliall  kdn  not  to  have  regarded  ; 

*  and  when   a  monarch's  voice  cries   havock,  v^ili 

*  not  confufion,  riot,  and  rebellion  make  their  ra- 

*  pid  progrefs  through  the  land  ?  The  unhappy 

*  people,  groaning  under  the  fevered  diftrefs,  de- 

*  luded  by  vain  hopes  from  the  throne,  and  difap- 

*  pointed  of  relief  from  the  legiflature,    will,  in 

*  their  defpair,  either  fet  all  law  and  order  at  de- 

*  fiance ;  or,  if  the  law  be  enforced  upon  them,  it 

*  muit  be  by  the  bloody  afTiiiance  of  a  military 

*  hand.     We  have  already  had  a  melancholy  ex- 

*  perienceof  the  ufe  of  fuch  aifiHance.  But  even 
'  legal  punifhments  lofe  all  appearance  of  juftice, 
«  when  too  ftridly  infiided  on   men  compelled  by 

*  the  laft  extremity  of  diftrefs  to  incur  them.  We 
'  have  been  told,  indeed,  that  if  the  crown  had  ta- 

*  ken  no  notice  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  people,  fuch 
«  an  omifTion  would  have  driven  them  to  defpair ; 

*  but  I  am  fure,  Sir,  that,  to  take  notice  of  it  in 

*  this  manner,  to  acknowledge  the  evil,  and  to 

*  declare  it  to  be  without  remedy,  is  the  moft  likely 

*  way  to  drive  them  to  fomething  beyond  defpair 

*  — to  madnefs  -,  and  againft  whom  will  their  mad- 

*  nefs  be  direded,  but  againft  us  their  innocent 
'  reprefentatives? 

'  With  refped  to  the  third  and  laft  head,  into 

*  which  the  fpeech  may  be  divided ;  I  readily  agree 

*  that  there  is  a  caufe  of  difcord  fomewhere  :  where 
'  it  is,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay.     That  it  doesexift 

*  is  certain,  and  I  much  doubt  whether  it  is  likely 

'19 
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*  to  be  removed  by  any  meafures  taken  by  the  pre- 

*  fcnt  adminifiration.  As  to  vague  and  general 
'  recommendations  to  us  to  maintain  unanimity  a- 
*•  mongft  us,  I  mull  fay  I  think  they  are  become 

*  of  late  years  too  flat  and  ftale  to  bear  being  re- 
•  '  peated.     That  fuch  are  the  kind  fentiments  and 

'  wifhes  of  our  monarch,  I  am  far  from  doubting; 

*  but  when  I  confider  it  as  the  language  of  the 
>  minifter,  as  a  minifter's  recommendation,  I  can- 

*  not  help  thinking  it  a  vain  and  idle  paradeof  words 

*  without  meaning.    Is  it  in  their  own  condudthat 

*  we    are  to  look  for   an  example  of  this  boafted 

*  union  ?  Shall  we  difcover  any  trace  of  it  in  their 
'  broken,  diftradled    councils,    their   public  difa- 

*  greements  and  private  animofities  ?  Is  it  not  no- 
'  torious  that  they  only  fubfifl  by  creating  divifions 
'  among  others  ?  That  their  plan  is  to  feparate  par- 

*  ty  from   party  ?    Friend  from  friend  ?    Brother 

*  from  brother  ?  Is  not  their  very  motto  divide  et 

*  impera?    When  fuch  men  advife  us  to   unite, 
'               *  what  opinion   mufl  we  have  of  their  fincerity  ? 

*  In   the  prefent  inftance,  however,  the  fpeech  is 

*  particularly  farcical.     When  we  are  told  that  af- 

*  fairs  abroad  are  perfe6lly  quiet,  confequently 
'  that  it  is  unnecefiary  for  us  to  take  any  notice  of 

*  them  ;  when  we  are  told-  that  there  is   indeed  a 

*  diflrefs  at  home,  but  beyond  the  reach  of  this 

*  houfe  to  remedy ;  to  have  unanimity  recom- 
'  mended  us  in  the  fame  breath,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
'  fomething  lower  than  ridiculous.  If  the  two  firft 
'  propofitions  be  true,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  up- 

*  on  what  are  we  to  debate  ?  upon  what  is  it  pof- 

*  fible  for  us  todifagree  ?  On  one  point  our  advice 

*  is  not  wanted  ;  on  the  other  it  is  ufelefs :  but  ic 

*  feems  it  will  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  miniftry 

*  to  have  us  unite  in  approving  of  their  condud  ; 

*  and  if  we  have  concord  enough  amonglt  ourfelves 

*  to  keep  in  unifon  with  them  and  their  meafures, 

^  Ldare 
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'  I  dare  fay  that  all  the  purpoies  of  adminiftration 

*  aimed  at  by  the  addrefs,  will  be  fully  anfwered, 

*  and  entirely  to  their  fatisfadlion.  But  this  is  a 
'  fort  of  union,  which  I  hope  never  will,  which  I 

*  am  fatisfied  never  can  prevail  in  a  free  parlia- 
'  ment  like  ours.     While  we  are  freemen  we  may 

*  difagree  ;  but  when  we  unite  upon  the  terms  re- 

*  commended  to  us  by  the  adminiftration,  we  miift 

*  be  flaves.' 

The  motion  for  an  addrefs  was  agreed  to  with- 
out a  divifion  -,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of 
this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne : 

'  To  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  and 
^  attention  to  the  convenience  of  hispeople,  in  call- 
'  ing  his  Parliament  together  at  this  time ;  and  to 
'  aifure  his  Majefty,  that  we  will  endeavour  to  im- 
'  prove  the  opportunity  which  the  prefent  happy 
'  ftate  of  peace  and  tranquillity  affords,  by  exerc- 
'  ing  our  utrnoft  abilities  in  the  profecution  of  fuch 
'  meafures  as  may  moft  effedually  promote  th? 
'  public  welfare  and  profperity  : 

*  That  we  are  equally   fenfible  of  his  Majefty's 

*  paternal  care,  in  the  meafures  already  taken  by 
'  his  Majefty  to  alleviate  the  diftreftes  of  the  poor ; 

*  and  of  his  royal  wifdom,  in  recommending  the 

*  fame  interefting  and  important  objed:  to  the  con- 
'  fideration  of  his  Parliament ;  and  that  we  will  not 
■  fail  to  take  into  our  moft  attentive  deliberation 
'  all  fuch  meafures  as  ftiall  appear  conducive  to  the 
'  accomplifhment  of  that  great  and  moft  deftrable 
'  end  : 

'  To  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  the  late  in- 
f  creafe  of  his  royal  family,  by  the  birth  of  a  prince ; 
'  and  to  aiTure  his  Majefty  that  we  regard  as  an  ad- 
'  dition  to  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  this  nation 
'  every  increafe  of  that  illuftrious  houfe,  under 
^  whofe  mild  and  aufpicious  government  our  reli- 

VoL,  VII.  Z  'gious 
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^  glous   and  civil  liberties   have  been  fo    happily 
'  maintained  and  prote(5led  : 

'  That  it  is  therefore  with  equal  grief  and  anxiety 
'  we  retledl  on  the  late  untimely  lofs  of  his  Maje- 
'  fly's  royal  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  •,  whofe 
"'  early  and  ready  zeal  in  his  country's  caufe  fhewed 
<  him  worthy  of  the  heroic  race  he  fprang  from-, 
'  and  whofe  amiable  virtues,  m   the  more  private 

*  fcenes  of  life,  mud  ever  make  his  memory  dear 
'  to  all  who  had  the  happinefs  of  approaching  himi. 

'  To  a'Tr.re  his  Majeify,  that   this  Houie  will, 
'  Vv^ith   a  zeal  and  alacrity  becoming  the  reprefenta- 

*  tives  of  an  alTedVionate'and  grateful  people,  rea- 
'  dily  grant  fuch  fupplies  as  fnall  be  requifite  for 
'  the  fupport  of  his  rvL^'efiy's  govern m.ent,  for  ad- 

"'  vancing  the  honour  and  intereft  of  this  country, 
^  and  efFcCAually  providing  for  the  public  iafety  : 

'  And   that  our  regard  to  his  Majefty's  recom- 
'  mendation,  as  well  as   the  indifpeniible  duty  we 

*  owe  to  thofe  whom  vv'e  reprefent,  will  make  us 
'ea'nefily  attentive    to   the  great  objedl   ofdimi- 

*  ni;hino;  the  national  debt ;  beingr  convinced  that 
'  nothing  can  fo  effediially  tend  to  add  real  luftre 

*  and  dignity  to  his  Majefiy's  government,  or  to 
'  give  (olid  and  permanent  ilrength  to  thefe  king- 

*  doms : 

'  Tiiat  with  thele  vjews,  and  in  thefe  ientim'=>nts, 

*  We..  Will  endeavour,  with  the  utmofl  unaniniiry 
'  a'nd -difpatch,  to  promote  the  public  fervice,  and 
'  to  delerve,  by  our  fmcere  and  unwearied  labours 
^.  for  die  general  good,  that  confidence  which  it 
'has  pleafed  his  Msjcfly  to  repofe  in  us:  not 
^  doubting  of  his  Majerty's  gracious  difpofition  to 
*' confirm  and  perfed  v/hat  our^true  zeal  may  fug- 

*  geil,  for  the  iaPdng   advantage  and  happinefs  of 

*  his  people.'  • 

The  houic  being  informed  that  the  fheri.ffs  of  the 
city  of  London  attended  at  the  door,  they  were 
called  in,  and  having  prcfented-  to  the  Houfe  the 

following 
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following  petlnon  from  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men and  commons  of  the ^ city  of  London  in 
common  council,  withdrew.  The  faid  petition 
was  then  read  •,  fetting  forih,    '  that  the  prefent 

*  high  prices  of  grain,  and  all  other  forts   of  pro- 

*  viiions,  particularly  in  the  metropolis,  forcibly 
^  call  upon  the  petitioners,  humbly  to  folicit  the 

*  earneft  attention  of  the  Houfe,  to  the  didreiles 
'  of  the  induftrious  poor,  whole  fituaticn,  whilft 
^  it  excites  compaffion  for  the  immediate  fufierers, 
'  cannot  but  raife  the  apprehenfions  of  the  kgifla- 
-^  ture,  for  the  confcquences  thereof  to  the  rnanu- 
^  fadures,  tradi-,  and  popularion,  and  uliimarely 
'  to  the  landed  intereft,  oi  Great  Bri lain  %,  and  that 

*  the  petitioners  moil  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
'  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Parliament,  in  the  a6ls 
'  palTed    iall   iefiion,    for   prohibiting  the   expor- 

*  ration,  and  allowing  the  free  importation,  of  corn 

*  and  grain,  and  (in  part)  redraining  the  diftillery  ; 
'  humbly  truiiing,  that  the  Houfe  will  be  of  opi- 
'  nion,  not  to  fufter  thofe  falutary  regulations  to  ex- 
^  pire,  until  the  produce  of  the  next  year's  harveft 
'  lliall  be  clearly  known,  and  the  poor  manufac- 
?  turer,  and  laboureT,  fecure  of  bread,  an  a  mo- 
^  derate  price.  That  the  dearnefs  of  fleili-mearj 
^  fifh,  and  other  neceiTaries,  at  this  time,  feem 
'  (in  the  judgment  of  the  petitioners)  alfo  to  re- 
'  quire  fome  fpeedyand  effectual  relief;  and  there- 
'fore,  they  fubmit  it  to  the  v^ifdomofthe  Houfe, 
'  whether  the  deficiency  therein  arifing,  partly  froni 

*  former  calamities,  not  yet  repaired,  ought  not, 
'  during  the  prefent  exigency,  to  be  fupplied  by  j* 
'  free  importation.  That  the  petitioners  trull  the 
'  Houie  (after  providing  fome  immediate  relief  for 
''the  prefent  urgent  neceiTities)  will  turn  their 
'  thoughts  to  more  lading  and  extenfive  regula- 
'  tions,  which  (as  far  as  hijman  wifdom  can)  may 
'  prevent  the  like  difficulties  for  the  future.  The 
'  petitioners  think  it  a  duty  incuaibent  on  them, 

Z  2  ^  humbly 
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^  humbly  to  hy  before  rhe  Mouie  fiich    confidera^ 
)ccun'e(J  to  ilicm,  on  ihi.N  iinporc- 


anc  lunjcct 


in 


firil 


place,  tiie    perrLioners 


huaibly  conceive,  'i'hat,  ahhoupi  a  mocierarer 
bounty  on  ih^  exportation  of  corn  and  grain,  in 
fiii^es  "or  great  plenty  and  chcapncl^,  may  be  a 
wHe  and  necciiloy  encouraf^ement  to  the  cultiva^ 
tion  and  eno'caie  thereof,  and  the  prefent  bounty 
has,  in  racl,  made  them  cheaper  than  they  were 
before  (iijme  few  unfavourable  feafons  only  ex- 
cepred)  y  and  although  the  exportation  'of  our 
furplus  appears  a  neceiiluy  and  highly  beneficial 
trade  to  iiie  nation  in  genera';  yet  as  the  con- 
fumrtion  of  wheat  is  become  ninch  more  general 
witifin  this  kinodom  fince  t!)e  commcncemenc  of 


the    bounty, 


^  h ... 


p.e 


^ners    conceive   it    might 


now  be  good  policy  to  reduce  the  highefl  bounty 
price  thereof  to  a  more  moderate  lum  :  And  it 
appe.^rs  probable  to  the  petitioners,  that  if  the 
bounty  had  ibme  years  ago  been  limited  to  what 
hias  been  the  average  prrce  fince  the  year' 1688, 
it  might  have  prelervecl  to  this  country  all  the 
wheat  which  has  been  exoorred  af  the  mterme^ 
diate  prices,  and  all  the  money  that  has  been  paid 
to  re- place  it  with  foreign  corn,  of  a  much  in^ 
ferior  qualiiy.  Secondly,  That  the  ac}"s- relating 
to  the  bounty  are  defective,  in  not  exprefsly  re* 
draining  it  to  grain  of  the  growth  of  this,  king- 
dom, the  exporters  from  t:ie  out-ports  (Berwick 
upc72  ^iv^ed  only  excepred)  not  being  called  upon 
to  make  any  proof  tliereof,  whereby  the  inten^ 
tions  of  parliament  m,ay,  in  fome  meafure  have 
been  fruitrated,  and  the  public  revenue  defrau- 
ded. "Thirdly,  That  the  prefent  miethod  ofafccr- 
taining  the  bounty  pri-ce  alfo  appears- defe6Hve  in 
feverai  particulars, .  v^hich  '  (in  the  port  ofLon-^ 
don  at  leafc)  niight  be' remedied,  by  Taking  the 
average  price,  as  v/eekly  returned  upon  oath  to 
^  the  court  ol- Lord  Mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
'   ■        ■    •        ,  •     •  ■  ■    '    -•  ^laid 
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*  laid  city.     Fourthly,  That  the  market  hours  not 

*  being  fixed  by  law,  gives  undue    advantages    to 

*  fpcculative  and  defigning  men,  and  tends  to  en- 

*  hance  the  price  of  the  necefTaries  of  life,  to  the 
'  confumer.     Fifthly,  That  the  prcfent  regulations 

,'  in  the  affize  of  bread  feem  highly  difadvantageous 
'  to  the  poor,  who,  as  the  peticioners  humbly  con- 

*  ceive,  might  befupplied  -cheaper,  and  better,  if 

*  only  one    fort    of   bread    was    made  ailizeable. 
'Sixthly,  That  the  great  increafe  in  the  breed  of 

*  horfes  (owing  partly  to   the   growing  pradice  of 

*  employing  them,  inflead  of  oxen,  in  tillage,  and 

*  partly  to   the  great  demands  from  abroad),  has 
'  greatly  contributed  to   diminifh   the   number  of 

*  cattle  for  flaughter,  and  necefiarily  tends  to  en- 

*  hance  the  price  thereof,  which  the  petitioners  ap- 

*  prehend,  might  be  corredled,  by  a   duty  upon 

*  the  exportation  of  horfes,  and  a  fmall  bounty  up- 

*  on  the  ufe  of  oxen  in  tillage.  Seventhly,  That 
'  the  fcarcity  of  grown  cattle,  and  confequently  the 

*  dearnefs  of  ficfli  meat,  are  flill  farther  increafed 

*  by  the  unlimited  deftrudion  of  ewe  lambs,  and 
.'  cow  calves,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year,  merely  to 

*  gratify  the  unreafonable  appetite  of  the  rich  and 
'  luxurious.     Eighthly,  That  the  prevailing  prac- 

*  tice  of  confolidating  fmall  farms  not  only  tends 
^  to  render  many  articles  of  provifion  and  confump- 

*  tion  fcarce,  but  mud,  in  time,  depopulate  the 
'country  of  its  moft  ufeful  inhabitants,  by  de^ 

*  priving  the  induftrious  poor  both  of  labour  and 

*  habitation.      LaO:ly,    That    the    mifguided    and 

*  often  ill -grounded  refentment  of  the  common 
'  people,  in  times  of  public  calamity  (by  prompt- 
'  ing  them  to  dcilroy  mills,  corn,  and  other  pro- 
^  vifions,  and  to  obibud  the  removal  of  the  latter 

*  from  one  place  to  another)  is  not  only  an  injury 

*  to  their  feiiow-fubjeds,  but  alfo  to  themfeives, 

*  by  aggravating  the  very  evils  they  complain  of; 

*  and  thereforej  for  their  fakes,  as  well  as  that  of 

Z  3  '  'ih^ 
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^'  the  public,  oughc  to  be  timely  and  efiedtually 
'  prevented,  or  iiippreiTed.     And  therefore  pray- 

*  ing  the  Houfe  to  take  thefe  important  matters  in- 

*  to  their  mod  ferious  confideradon,  and  to  pro- 

*  vide  fach  remedies   as   their    reipedtive    natures 

*  fhall  appear  to  require,  or  admit,  and  fuch  as  the 
'  Houfe  Oiall  judge  confillent  with  the  real  and 
®  permanent  intereds  of  the  whole  kingdom.' 

This  was  followed  by  a  petition  of  the  mayor 
and  burgeffes  of  the  Devizes  in  Wiltjhire^  com- 
plaming  of  the  diftreiTes  of  the  poor  from  the  dear- 
nefs  of  corn  and  other  provifions,  and  alio  of  the 
high  price  of  wool ;  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the 
'  prcniifes  into  confideration,  and  provide  fuch  re- 
ri'.cdies  for  the  diilreifes  of  the  poor,  as  fbould  be 
tliought  prudent  and  fitting,  Thefe  petitions  were 
feverally  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  confidera- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  confidcr  of  the  feve- 
ral  ads  paifed  in  the  lailfeffion  of  Parliament,  rela- 
tive to  corn  and  provifions. 

The  confequence  of  thefe  petitions,  was  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  ads  paffed  iafc  felTion,  prohibiting 
the  exportation  of  corn,  &c.  and  allowing  an  im- 
portation from  America, 

Supplies  granted  this  SESSION.     '  - 

Becemher  3.  L        s,     J. 

I.   ^T^HAT  16000  men  be 
A,     employed  for  the  fea 
fervice  for  1768,  including 42-87 
marines 

2.  That  a  funi  not  exceeding 
4I.  per  man  per  month,  be  al- 
lowed for  maintaining  them,  in- 
clu(^ing  ordnance  for  fea  fervice  -   832000     o     7 
December  8. 
I.  For  the  ordinary   of  the 

navy 
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vy  including  half  pay  to  fea  and 
marine  ofiicers,  for  1768      —      41^4^3     0   11 

2.  That  a  nim~iher  of  land 
forces,  including  2460  invalids, 
amounting  to  17253  effective 
men,  commiilion  and  non-com- 
miffion  officers  included,  be  em- 
ployed for  1768. 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  faid  number  of  land  forces 

for  1768         -        -  -  606221    12   10 1 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Ma- 
jeity's  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations  and  Jfrica^  in- 
cluding; thofe  in  garrifon  at  Mi~ 
;2^r<:<^  and  G//^r^/^:^r5  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  forces  in  North- 
America^  Nova- Scotia^  New- 
foundland, Gibraltar^  the  ceded 
illands  and  y^nV^ for  176S      -      396950     4     6 

5..  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  difference  of  pay  between 
the  Br i lip  and  Irifi  eilabiifh- 
ment  of  fix  regiments  of  foot, 
ferving  in  the  IJls  of  Man,  at 
Gibralter^  Minorca,  and  the  ce- 
ded illands    for    1768  -  7226   17     2| 

6.  For  the  pay  of  the  ge- 
neral and  ftaff  officers  in  Great- 
£ri.:ain  for  ij6'd.  -  -         12237     7     3 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge 
of  full  pay  for  366  days  for 
1.768,  to  officers  reduced,  with 
the  tenth  company  of  feveral 
battalions  reductd  from  ten  to 
nine  companies,  and  who  re- 
mained on  half  pay  at  the  Z4th 
oi  December  i"] 6^,  -  -         5227  14    o 

Z  4      ^  8.  For 


z 
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8.  -For  the  charge  of  the  of- 
fice of  ordnance  for  land  fervice 
for  1768         -        -         .       ^ 

9.  For  defraying  the  expence 
of  lervices  perforriied  by  the  of- 
fice of  ordnance  for  land  fervice, 
and  not  provided  for  by  par- 
liament in  1767. 


159328  II     6 


68944 


12   II 


Becemkr  15. 

1.  That  one  third  part  of  the 
capital  flock  of  annuities  after 
the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  eftabliih- 
ed  by  an  a6t  made  in  the  third 
year  of  Jfis  Majelly's  reign, 
which  fliall  remain  after  the  5th 
day  q{  January  next,  be  redeem- 
ed and  paid  off  on  the  5th  of 
July  next  after  difcharging  the 
interefl  then  payable  in  refped  . 
of  the.  fame 

2.  To  enable  his  Majefty  to 
redeem  and  pay  off  the  faid  one 
third  part  -         «         - 

December  2 1 . 

I.  Towards  the  buildings, 
re-buildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips 
of  war  in  his  Majefty's  yards, 
and  other  extra-works,  over  and 
above  what  are  propofed  to  be 
done  upon  the  heads  of  wear 
and  tear  and  ordinary,  for  1768 

I.  To  enable  the  truftees  of 
the  Britijh  Mufeum  to  carry  on 
the  execution  of  the  truft  repofed 
in  them  by  parliament 


1672540 


61 


875000     o    o 


277954    o    o 


2000      O      O 

January 
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279954    o    o 


January  26,  1768.  • >- 

J,  For  paying  the  penfions 
to  the  widows  of  fuch  reduced 
oiiicers  of  his  Majefly's  Jand 
forces  and  marines,  as  died  up- 
on the  eftablifliment  of  half  pay 
in  Great  Britain^  and  who  were 
married  to  them  before  the  25th 
oi 'December  171 6,  for  1768       -        1536     o     o 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  and  marines,  for 

1768.         -        .        -         .         1 3243 1     o    o 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge 
for  allowances  to  the  feveral 
officers  and  private  gentlemen  of 
the  two  troops  of  Horfe  guards 
and  regiment  of  horfe  reduced  \ 
and  to  the  fuperannuated  gen- 
tlemen of  the  four   troops  of 

horfe  guards  for  1768  -  171^  jo     q 

4.  Towards  defraying  the 
charge  of  out  penfioners  of  Chel- 

/^^  hofpital,  for   1768         -  109849   17     6 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  ex- 
traordinary expences  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  land  forces  and  other  fer- 
vices,  incurred  to  the  25th  of 
JDecemher  1767,  and  not  provided 

for  by  parliament         -  »  199988     4    2 


444620  14     8 


January  28. 
I.  Upon   account  for  main- 
taining and  fupporting  the  civil 
eftablilhment    of  Nova  Scotia^ 
forj768        -        :         -        -       3895     I   M 

Z.    UpQ*7 
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2.  Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifhment  of  Gecrgia,  and  the 
incidental  expences  attending 
the  fame  from  the  24th  of  Jt^ne 

1767,  to  the  24th  of  7?/;^oM768     -    398^     0     0 

3.  Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  charge  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifliment  of  Eaji  Florida,  and 
the  incidental  expences  attend- 
ing the  fame  from  the  24th  of 
June  1767,  to  the  24th  of  June 

1768.  -        -         -         >        ^758    o    a 

4.  Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  expences  of  the  civil  eila- 
blifhment  of  PFeft  Florida,  and 
other  incidental  expences  at- 
tending the  fame  from  the  24th 
of  June   iy6y,  to  the  24th  of 

June  1768  -  -  4400     O    O 

5.  Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  expences  of  general  fur- 
veys  of  his  Majeily's  dominions 

in  North  America,  for  1768       -        203614     o 
*     6    Upon  account  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  efta- 
blifhment    of  Senegamhia,     for 
1768.         -        -         ,         -       -      5550    o     o 


24657  15   II 


Fehruary  i. 
For  paying  offand  difcharg- 
ing  the  Exchequer  bills  made 
out  .y  virtue  of  an  ad  pafTed  in 
the  lad  fcflion  of  parliament  for 
raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money 
by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills,  and 

6  charged 


A.  1767.        DEBATE  S.  ^47 

.     /.        s.    d. 
charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be 
granted  this  lefTion  -  iSococo     o     o 

February  4. 
T.  To  replace  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  the  like  lum  iffued  there- 
out, to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  OEioher  10,  1767,  of  the  fund  '     - 

eftabliflicd  for  paying  annuities 
in  refped  of  3,500,000!.  bor- 
rowed by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the 
third  of  his  prefentMajefty,  to- 
wards the  fupply  granted  for 
the  fervice  of  1763        -  -         59322   16  10 

2.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame, 
to  make  good  the  deficiency,  on 
July  ^^  1767,  of  the  fund  eila- 
bhfhed  for  paying  annuities  in 
refped:  of  five  millions,  borrow- 
ed by  virtue  of  an  a6t  made  in 
the  31ft  of  his  late  Majefly,  to- 
wards  the   fupply    granted   for 

the  fervice  of  1758         -         -        534S0   17     8  1 

3.  To  be  employed  in  n^Tcin- 
taining  and  fupporting  the  Bri- 
tijh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  of  mer- 
chants trading  to  Africa         -  13000     o     O 

4.  That  provifion  be  made  for 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia,  and  for  their  fubfiftence 
during  the  time  they  (hall  be  ab- 
fent  from  home  on  account  of 
the  annual  exercife,  for  1768. 

5.  Upon  account  toenable  the 
Foundling  Hofpital  to  maintain 
-and  educate   fuch    children  as 

were 
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I,  J,  d- 
were  received  into  the  fame  on 
or  before  the  :^5th  of  March 
17605  from  the  31II  of  Becem- 
her  ijGj  exclufive,  to  the  31ft 
oiDecemher  I y 6^  mclM^iYt^  and 
the  faidfum  to  be  ilTued  without 
any  dedudtion         -         -         -        29000     00 

6.  Upon  account,  for  ena- 
bling the  faid  hofpital  to  put  out 
apprentice  the  faid  children,  fo 
as  that  the  faid  hofpital  do  not 
give  with  one  child  more  than  71.     -    2000     o     o 


ic,6'io'^  14     6i 


February  8. 
,  I.  To  make  good  to  his  Ma- 
jelly,  the  like  fum  idued  by  his 
Majefty's  orders,  in  purfuance 
of  the  addreffes  of  this  Houfe     -      10500     o     o 

2.  To  make  good  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  grants  for  the  fer- 

viceofi767        -        -        -        392484    4     5I 

3.  To  replace  to  the  Sinking 
Fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of 
the  fame  to  difcharge  for  one 
year  and  a  quarter,  ended  the 
25th  oi  December  1767,  the  an- 
nuities after  the  rate  of  4I.  per 
cent:  attending  the  remainder  of 
the  joint  ftock,  eftablifhed  by 
an  ad  of  the  third  of  his  prefent 
Majefly,  in  refpedl  of  certain 
navy,  vidualHng,  and  tranfporc 
bills,  and  debentures,  that  have 
been  redeemed,  in  purfuance  of 
an  ad  made  in  the  laft  feffion, 
and  the  charges  of  management 

during 
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during  the  faid  term  of  the  an- 

jiuitic^  -  -  -         88435   19     6f 

4.  To  replace  to  ditto,  the 
like  fum  ilTucd  thereout,  to  dif- 
charge  from  the  loxh  oi  Q^fober 
1 767,  to  the  5th  of  January  fol- 
lowing, the  annuities  attending 
fuch  part  of  the  joint  (lock  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  adt  made  in  the 
third  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
oranting  feveral  additional  du- 
ties  on  wines  imported,  and  cer- 
tain duties  on  cyder  and  perry, 
and  for  raifing  the  fum  of 
.3,500,000!.  byway  of  annuities 
and  lotteries,  to  be  charged  on 
the  faid  duties  as  hath  been  re- 
deemed in  purfuance  of  an  adt 
made  in  the  lad  feffion  -  8750     o     o 

5.  To  redeem  and  pay  off 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  faid 
capital  flock  of  annuities 


Sum  total  ofthefupplies  grant- 

'■      "  ed  in  this  lefTion      -     - 


1750000 

0 

0 

2250170 

3 

iif 

^3357^^ 

11 

2f 

Ways  and  Means,  December  7. 
That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  be  continued  from  the  24th  oijune  1768, 
to  the  2  4.th  oi  June  i"j6()^  and  charged  upon  all 
the  malt  which  Ihail  be  made,  and  all  mum  which 
{hall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  cyder  and  perry, 
which  fhall  be  made  for  fale,  within  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  700,000!. 

December  10. 
That  the  fum  of  3s.  in  the  pound,  and  no  more, 
,be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the 

25th 
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2i^th  of  March  1768,  upon  land",  tenements,  he- 
reditaments,   pen  (ions,    and  perfonai   eilaces,    in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called   England^  Wales^ 
and  the   town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed-,  and  that  a 
proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid   upon  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  c2Mt6 Scotland  1,528,^68  1.  i  is.  i  idJ. 
February,  9. 
I    That  the  fum  of  1,900,000!.  be  raifed  in  man- 
ner following;  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum  of  1,300,000!. 
by  annuities,  after  the    rare  of  3I.  per  centum^  to 
commence  from  the  5th  day  oi  January  lall,  and 
the    fum  of  6oo,oooi.  by  a  lottery,  to  con  nil  of 
60,000  tickets,  the  whole  of  luch  fum  to  be  divi- 
ded into  prizes,  which  are  to  be  attended  with  the 
like  Q,\.per  ce-nt.  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
5th  of  January    1769;  and  that   all  the  faid  an- 
nuities  be   transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England^ 
paid  half  yearly,  on  i\\q  5th' of  Ju'y^  ,dAii\   the  5th 
of  January  in  every  year,  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  added  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  joint  ftock'of 
'^i.  p^r  cent,  annuities,    which   %vere    confolidated 
ar^  t lie  Bank  gi  England^  by  certain    ads  made  in 
the  25th  and  28th  years  of  the   reign  of  his  late 
Majety,  and  feveral  fubfeqiient  ads,  and  fubjed 
to  redemption   by  parliament ;  that  every  contri- 
butor towards  the  faid  fum  of  i, 300,000!.  fnall, 
inrefped  of  every  65I.  agreed  by  hiai  to  be  con- 
tributed for  raifmgfuch  fum,  be  intidvd  to  receive 
three  tickets  in  the  laid  lottery,  upon  payment  of 
lol  for  each  ticket;  and    that   every   contributor 
Ihail,     on   or    before    the  ^i8th    day    of   this    in- 
ftant  February^  make -a  depofit  with  the  cafhiers  of 
the  Bank  o^  England  of  i  ^\,  per  cent,   in  part  of 
the  monies  fo  to  be  contributed    towards  the  faid 
fum  of   1,300,0001.  and  alfo  a  depofit  of  5I.  per 
cent,  in  part  of  the  monies  fo  to  be  contributed  in 
refped  of  the  faid  lottery,  as  a  fecurlty  for  making 
the  refpedive  future  payments  to  the  faid  calliiers, 

on 
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on  or  before  the  times,  herein  after  limited  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  on  the  1,300,000].  lol.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  9th  of  /:pril  next ;  lol.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  7th  of  June  next  •,  15I.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  19th  oijuly  next;  15I.  per  cent,  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  oi  Jugzift  x\txi;  i^\.  per  cent,  on  or 
before  the  2  iH  of  Ob^ber  next  •,  20I.  per  cent,  on  or 
before  the  25th  o\  November  next.  On  the  lottery 
for  600, cool,  ^^,per  cent,  on  or  before  the' 17th 
of  M3!y'  next ;  30I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  28th 
day  of  June  next ;  40I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
Fth  of  September  next.  And  that  all  the  monies 
fo  received  by  the  faid  cafhiers,  be  paid  into  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  M^ijefty's  Exchequer,  to  be  applied, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhali  then 
have  been  voted  by  this  houfe,  in  this  feiTion  of 
parliament  •,  anc^  that  every  contributor  who  fhail 
pay  in  the  vv^hole  of  his  contribution  towards  the 
faid  fum  of  1,300,000].  at  any  time,  on  or  before 
the  17th  oX  October  next,  or  towards  the  faid  lot- 
tery, on  or  before  the  25th  oijune  next,  fhall  be 
allowed  an  interell  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the 
race  of  3].  ps  centum^  per  annum^  on  the  fums  fo 
compleating  his  contribution  refpedively,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  compleating  the  fame, 
to  the  25th  oi  November  xitia.,  in  relped  of  the 
iiim  paid  on  account  of  the  1,300,000!.  and  to  the 
8  th  of  September  next,  in  refped  of  the  fum  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  lottery.  ^ 

2.  That,  from  and  after  the  5th  of  y^n7  next, 
the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  centum^  at- 
tending the  remainder  of  the  capital  ftock,  eila- 
blifhed  by  an  adl  made  in  the  .third  year  of  his 
Majeily's  reign,  entitled  '  An  a6l  for   granting-   to 

*  his  Majeily  feveral  additional  duties  upon  wines 
'  imported  into  this  l^ingdom,  and  certain  duties 
'  upon  all  cyder  and  perry :  and  for  raifingthe  fum 

*  of  3,500,000!.  by  way  of  annuities  and  lotteries, 

*  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  duties,'  be  charged  upon 
^nd  made  payable  out  of,  the  furplufTes,  exceffes, 

or 
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or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues,  compo- 
fing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  Sinking  Fund, 
until  the  redemption  of  the  laid  capital  flock, 
which  is  to  be  compleated  on  the  5th  of  January 

3.  That  the  duties,  revenues,  and  incomes, 
which  now  fland  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
the faid  annuities,  becontinued,  and  be,  from  and 
after  the  faid  5th  of  Aprils  carried  to,  and  made 
part  of,  the  faid  fund,  commonly  called  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  towards  making  good  the  payment  of 
the  faid  annuities,  and  of  the  annuities  after  the 
rate  of  Q,\.;per  cent  Amended  to  be  granted  in  refpeft 
of  the  faid  1,900,000!. 

4.  That,  towards  raidng  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majeily,  the  fum  of  i,boo,ocoi.  be  railed,  by 
loans,  or  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  ieffion  of  par- 
liament ;  and  iuch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  dif- 
charged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the 
^Xa  of  April  1769,  to  be  exchanged,  and  received 
in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer  bills  have 
ufualiy  been  exchanged,  and  received  in  payment, 

■  5.  That  towards  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majeily ^  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  2,250,000!. 
out  of  fuch  monies  as  ill  all  or  may  arife  of  the  fur- 
pluifes,  excefles,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other 
revenues,  com.pofmg  the  fund  commonly  called 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

6.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  70,000].  out  of 
fuch  monies  as  fliall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the 
Exchequer,  after  the  2d  of  February  1768,  and  oq 
or  before  the  5th  of  Jpril  1709,  of  the  produce  of 
all  or  any  of  the  duties  and  revenues,  v/hich,  by 
any  act  or  a6ls  of  parliament,  have  been  direded 
to  be  referved  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament,^ 
towards  defraying  the  neceffary  expences  of  de- 
fending, proteding,  and  fecuring,  the  Britifh  co- 
lonies and  plantations  in  America^  be  applied  to- 
wards 
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wards  making  good  fuch  part  of  the  fupply  as 
hath  been  granted  to  his  majefty,  for  maintaining 
his  majelly's  forces  and  garrilons  in  the  plantations,  ^ 

and  for  provifions  for  the  forces  in  North  America^ 
Nova  Scotia^  Newfoundland^  and  the  Ceded  IJlands, 
for  the  year   1768. 

7.  That  fuch  of  the  monies,  as  fhall  be  paid 
into  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  after  the  2d  of 
February  1768,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  of  April 
J  769,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged,  by 
an  a6l  of  parliament  made  in  the  5th  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefly's  reign,  upon  the  importation  of  gum 
fenega  and  gum  arabic,  be  applied  towards  mak- 
ing good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  rnajeliy. 

8.  That  the  fum  of  400,000!.  which  is  to  be 
paid  within  the  prefent  year,  into  the  receipt  of  ^ 
his  majedy's  Exchequer,  by  the  united'  company 
of  merchants  oi  England^  trading  to  the  Eait-In- 
dies,  in  purfuance  of  an  ad;  made  in  the  iaft  {ti- 
fion  of  parliament   intitled,  '  An  adl  for  eftabliih- 

*  ing  an  agreement  for  the  payment  of  the  annual 

*  fum  of  400,0001.  for  a  limited  time,  by  the  Eafc- 
'  India  company,  in   refped  of  the  territorial   ac- 

*  quilitions  and  revenues,  lately  obtained  in  the  Ead 
'  Indies,  be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fup- 
^  ply  granted  to  his  majefty.'* 

9.  That  the  charge  of  the  pay  and  clbathing 
of  the  militia,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain,  cdlhd 
England^  for  one  year,  beginning  the  2  ^th  of  March 
1768,  be  defrayed  out  of  the  monies  arifing  by 
the  land-tax,  granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
176^^. 

Feb.  22.  That  a  fum  not  exceeding  106,358!. 
17s.  8d.  out  of  the  fums  received  for  provifions 
delivered  to  the  troops  ferving  in  Nor^h  America^ 
and  of  certain  fums  charged  on  the  pay  of  the  for- 
ces ferving  at  Minorca,,  the  Floridas,  and  in  Afri- 
ca, and  out  of  the  balance  of  the  i2d.  in  the 
pound  dedudion  from   the  pay  of  the  out  penfi- 

VoL.  VIL  A  a    '  oners 
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oners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  from  the  25th  of  Junt 
1757,  ^^  ^^  4^^  ^^  December  1767,  and  alfo  out 
of  the  monies  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl 
of  KinnouU  and  the  executors  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Darlington^  and  of  the  late  Thomas  Potter^  Efq;  be- 
ing part  of  the  balances  of  the  faid  Earls  of  Dar- 
lington and  Kinnoul^  and  Thomas  Potter^  as  pay- 
mafters  general  of  his  majeily's  forces^  be  applied 
'  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  of  his  m.ajefty's  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices,  incurred  to  the  25th  oi  December  1767,  and 
not  provided  for  by  parliament. 

Feb.  23.  I.  That  grey  or  fcrow-falt,  falt-fcale, 
fand-fcale,  cruftings,  or  other  foul  fait,  be  allow- 
ed to  be  taken  from  the  fait  works  in  England, 
Wales,  or  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  to  be  uled  as 
manure  upon  payment  of  a  duty  of  four  pence: 
pr  bufhel  only. 

2.  That  all  policies,  by  which  the  property  of 
one  perfon,  or  of  a  particular  number  of  perfons 
in  one  general  partnerfhip,  or  of  one  body  politic 
or  corporate,  in  any  fhip  or  cargo,  or  both,  fhall 
be  affured,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  lOooL 
be  (tamped  with  two  5^.  (lamps. 

3.  That  fo  much  of  an  A6t,  made  in  the 
thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty, 
King  George  the  fecond,  intitied,  '  An  a6t  for  en- 

*  couraging  the  exportation  of  rum,  and  fpirits  of 

*  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufa6lure  of  the 

*  Brittjh  fugar  plantations  from  this  Kingdom,  and 

*  of  BritiJJj  fpirits,  made  from  melaiTes,  as  direds 

*  that  the  rum,  or  fpirits,  of  the  growth,  produce, 

*  and  manufactures  of  the  Brittjh  fugar  plantati- 
'  ons  in  America^  which  (hould  be  intided  to  the 

*  allowance  of  the  duty  of  cuftom,  and  freed  from 

*  the  dutyof  excife,  on  exportation  thereof,  fhould 

*  be  proof  fpirits,'  be  repealed. 

4.  That 
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4.  That  upon  the  exportation  of  fuch  rum,  or 
fpirits,  there  be  an  allowance,  or  drawback,  of  all 
the  duties  of  cuftoms  payable  upon  the  importa- 
tion thereof;  and  that  fuch  rum,  or  fpirits,  be 
freed  and  difcharged  from  all  the  duties  of  excife, 
though  the  fame  fliall  not  be  proof  fpirits. 

Thefe  were  the  only  refolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
and  with  refped:  to  the  fums  thereby  provided  for, 
that  can  at  prefent  be  afcertained,  they  Hand  as 
follows : 

fey  the  refolution  of  December  7 

By  that  of  December  10 

By  the  firft  of  February  9 

By  the  fourth  article  of  ditto 

By  the  fifth  of  ditto 

By  the  fixth  of  ditto 

By  the  eighth  of  ditto 

By  the  refolution  of  Feb.  22 


/. 

s. 

d. 

700000 

0 

0 

1.28^68 

0 

0 

ig 00000 

0 

0 

1800000 

0 

0 

2250000 

0 

0 

70000 

0 

0 

400000 

0 

0 

106358 

17 

0 

Sum  total  of  fuch  provifions  as     gjrASzS  17    8 
can  be  afcertained  ^  ^^ 

»■        — ■■        —        .1 II 

Excefs  of  the  provifions.  419180     6    6 

This  being  the  laft  feffion,  the  attention  of  the 
members  and  of  the  nation  was  directed  chiefly 
towards  the  approaching  general  eleftion,  and 
therefore  very  little  material  bufinefs  was  tranfacted 
this  fefTion. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences  of  this 
feffion  was  an  affair  that  related  to  a  fum  of  money, 
which  the  magiftrates  of  Oxford  demanded  of  Sir 
Thomas  Stapkton  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robert  Lee^ 
who  reprefented  it,  for  their  re-ele6lion  in  the  en-^ 
fuing  new  Parliament. 

This  corporation,  it  feems,  was  indebted  in  a 

coniiderable  fum  of  money  expended  for  its  own 

A  a  2  public 
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public  purpofes,  the  interefl  of  which  made  a  very 
difasireeable  diiuiaution  in  its  revenues,  which  v^ere 
no  way  in  a  condition  to  pay  the  principal  off. — 
Thus  fituated,  leveral  of  the  magiftrates  wrote 
a  joint  letter  to  their  members,  acquainting 
them  with  the  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  offering 
to  le-choofe  them  at  the  approaching  general  elec- 
tion, provided  they  advanced  fuch  a  fum  as  would 
be  fufficient  to  extricate  the  city  from  its  diflicul-  ' 
ties. 

It  is  generally  afHrmcd,  and  as  generally  believ- 
ed, that  the  gentlerfien  who  figned  this  letter  to 
Sir  Thomas  Stapleton  and  Mr.  Lee  were  wholly  un^ 
a£luated  by  any  motives  of  felf  interefl,  and  that 
they  only  meant  to  benefit  the  corporation  in  ge- 
neral by  their  requeil.—- -The  gentltmen  however 
did  not  chufe  to  comply  with  it :  but  complained 
to  the  Houfe  on  the  26th  of  January  1768  of  the 
letter.  In  confequence  of  which  the  magiflrates 
who  figned  it  were  commanded  to  appear  before 
the  Houfe  on  Fehruary  the  fifth,  when  they  were 
all  committed  to  Newgate,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  were  given  to  Sir  Thomas  Siapkton  and 
Mr.  Lee  for  their  condud  in  this  tranfa^ion. 

On  the  9th  of  February  the  m.agiftrates  petiti- 
oned the  houfe,,  expreiTing  a  fincere  contrition  for 
their  behaviour,  and  begging  to  be  releafed  from 
their  confinement.  In  confequence  of  this  petition 
they  were  ordered  to  be  brought  the  next  day  to 
the  bar  of  the  Houfe,  to  be  reprim.anded  upon 
tjieir  knees. 

The  fpeech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons,  *  when  he  reprimanded  Fhilip  Ward^  late 

mayor 

*  The  following  obfervations  on  this  fpeech  were  made  by  a 
■well  known  gentlejiian,  and  are  not  undeferviiig  a  place  in  thi« 
Work. 

*  I  beg  you  would  re-priht  the  nobleft  piece  of  modern  elo- 

•  quence  this  country  has  produced.     I  mean  ihe  warm  and  pa- 

•  thetic  harangue  of  the  prefent  Speaker,  Sir  John  OJl,  the  Ci* 

•  cero  of  parliament,  when  he  pointed  all  his  tnunders,  red  with 


unconinu>» 
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mayor  of  the  city  of  Oxford-^  John  Treacher ^  Sir 
Thomas  Munday^  'Thomas  Wife^  John  NichoUs^  John  ' 
Philips^  Ifaac  Lawrence^  R.  chard  Tazvney^  all  of  the 
faid  City-,  Thomas  Rohinfon  and  John  Brown^  late 
bailiffs  of  the  faid  City;  upon  their  knees,  at  the 
bar  of  the  faid  Houfe,  upon  JVednefday  the  tenth 
day  of  February  1768. 

A  a  3  *  Philip 

*  uncommon  wrath,  againtt  the  devoted  heads  of  the  poor,  prof- 

*  trate  Philip  Ward,  late  mayor  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  John  Trea- 

*  cher^  Sir  'Thomas  Munday,  'Thomas  Wife,  John  Nichols,  John  Phi' 

*  lips,  Ifaac   La-ivrence,    Richard  Ta^vney,  Thomas   Rohinfon,  and 

*  John  Bro^vn,  who  were  lately  brought,  for  the  high  crime  of 

*  bribery  and  corruption,  to  the  bar,  not  only  of  the  moft  un- 

*  corrupted  but  the  mod  uncorruptible  aiTembly  in  the  whole  world, 

*  You  will  im:nediately  know.  Sir,  that  lean  only  fpeak  of  the 

*  Lo'wer  Houfe  of  our  Parliament,  and  that  I  allude  to  thofe  three 

*  additional  white,   claffic   pages  to  the   Fates,  which  are   called 

*  there  The  Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

*  The  Journals  icarcely    ever    gratify    the    public   with    any 

*  fpeeche?,  except  two  at  the  beginning  of  each  parliament,  whea 

*  the  new  Speaker  is  propofed.     Thsy  are  always  profeflfed  pane- 

*  gyricks,  and  I  will  venture  to  promife  every  future  Speaker, 

*  tnat  all  the  virtues  of  Onfonv  himfeif  he  Ihall  have  in  xkitjour- 
<  nals,  although  he  has  not  from  nature  the  ftrong  abilities,  nor 

*  from  himfeif  the  wondrous  accomplifhments,  of  the  excellent 
«  Sir  John  Cuf.  It  was  therefore  peculiarly  obliging  in  this 
«  gentleman,  to  enrich  our  Journals,  and  our  language,  by 
«  yielding  to  the  earned:  entreaties  of  his  worthy  brother  mem- 
?  bers,  whofe  happy  efforts   to  overcome  fuch  almoft  invincible 

*  modefty  we  can  never  enough  applaud.     We  fee  their  joint 

*  deteftation  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and  the  ftigma  of  infamy 

*  is  now  affixed  to  fuch  enormous  guilt.     If  fo  baneful  a  weed  is 

*  not  quite  rooted  our,  it  is  at  leaft  hlaited  by  the  affiatus  di'vinus  of 
f  our  Cicero,  and,  like  the  accurfed  fig-tree,  will  droop  and  wither. 

*  No  man  for  the  future  fliall  ever  dare  to  fign  a  bargain  for 
?  1500/.  to  bring  his  Ton  into  parliament.     Should  even  2i  future 

*  Speaker  venture  on  this,  I  hope  to  fee  him  on  his  knees,  and 
?  that  an  orator  equal  to  Sir  John  Cuf,  if  nature  is  not  exhauftr 

*  ed  by  this  lad  perfeft  produftion,  will  pronounce  him  expelled, 

*  and  add  thofe  awful  words,  I  Do  reprimand  you. 

*  This  beautiful  oration  of  Sir  John  Cuf,  I  think,  Sir,  is  not 
^  only  ftriking  in  a  general  comprehenfive  view  of  it,  but  will 

*  likewife  bear  the  niceft  fcruciny-     It  is  complete  taken  in  the 

*  whole,  and  nicely   finifhed  in  every  minute  part.     It  may  be 

*  analyled  to  as  much  advantage  as  any  thing  in  Tully.  Al- 
«  though  I  feel  that  lam  unequal  to  the  talk,  I  fhall  venture  to 

*  attempt  it,  becaufc  it  will  be  the  occadon  of  my  dwelling  lon- 

*  ger  on  a  performancej  which  gives  more  pleafure,  the  more  it 
^  is  examined. 

«  I  fliall 


35^  t^ARLIAMENTARY       A,I768, 

*  Philip  Ward^  John  'Treacher^  Sir  "Thomas  Mun- 

*  day^  Thomas  IVife^  John  Nichoks,  John  Philips^  Ifaac 

*  Lawrence^  Richard  Tawney^  Thomas  Robinfon^  John 
'  Brown-^Tht  offence  of  which  you  havebeen  guilty 

*  has  juftly  brought  you  under  thefevere  difpleafure 

*  of  this  Houfe.    A  more  enormous    criaie  you 

'  could 

*  I  (hall  firfl:  confider  the  oration  itfelf,  ast)ranched  out  under 

*  the  four  general  heads  of 

*  Exordium 

*  Conftitiuio  Caufae 

*  Infedatio 

*  Peroratio, 

*  and  then  I  fliall  examine  the  four  other  aceeffory  circumftances 
«  of  the  ' 

'  Perfonae 

*  Tempus 

*  Locus 

'  Eventus, 
'  I  begin  with  the  Exordium.     It  is  plain  and  fimple,  according 

*  to  all  the  ruies  laid  down   by  the  antients.     It  contains  only 

*  thefe  words, 

*  Philip  Ward,    John  Treache*-^    Sir  Thomas   Munday,    Thomas 

*  ^tje.    John  Nicholes,     John  Philips,    Ifaac  Laivrence,    Richard 

*  Tanjjney,   Thomas  Robin/on,   John  Broivn. 

*  No  Exordinm  was  ever  built  on  (o  firm  a  foundation.  It  flands 

*  on  the  legal  bafe  of  the  baptifmal  regifter  itfelf.     I  do  not  be- 

*  lieve  any  thing  happier  could  have  been  conceived,  unlefs  the 

*  great  orator  had  taken  Tolly's  own  exordium,  pro  Archiapoeta, 
*■  fi  quid  eft  in  me  ingenii,  quod  fentio  quam  Jit   exiguum,  $cc.    but 

*  why  are  we  to  be  charmed  with  any  fuch  faife  modefty  in  him, 

*  moie  than  we  are  in  his  great  model,  Cicero  ? 

,  I  muft   confefs,  with  all  my  partialities  about  me,  that  the 

*  Conjlitutio  Caufa  is  not  fo  clear  and  full  as  I  could  wifli.     In  the 

*  oration,  it  is  only  faid,  the  offence  of 'which  you  ha<ve  been  guilty, 
'■  has  jufly  brought  you  under  the'  fevere  difpleafure  of  this  houfe.  The; 

*  title  is  only   The  Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  oj  Cofnmons, 

*  'zvhen  he  reprimanded  Philip  Ward,    Sec.  upon   their  knees,  &c. 

*  without  faying  tor  what  crime.     We  are  left  to  guefs  what  it 

*  could  be,  and  I  own  when  I  read  at  the  beginning,  that  <2  MORE 

*  enormous  crime  they  could  7iot  <^v ell  commit,  I  did  not  directly  think 

*  of  bribery  and-Gonuption.     Akhough  I  was  a  little  doubtful 

*  ijohat  enormous  Crimea  man  might  well  commit;  yet  when  I 

*  heat(1,  that  a  MORE  enormous  crime  they  coidd  not  n.vell  cojnmit,  I 

*  own  1  was  afraid  that  they  had  been  guilty  6f  murder,  perjury, 

*  rape,  inceft,  fodomy,  or  fome  other  crimes,  whofe  guilt  I 
<  (hould  imagine  to  be  of  a  /hnde  of  black  daiker  and  deeper 
«  thsn   this  of  bribery  and    corruption.     I  was  a  little  relieved, 

*  when  I  lound  that  this  was  not  the  cafe,  and  that  there  was 
«  even  otrewhat  of  honefty  in  their  proceeding;  that  they  were 
«  ende3v<ouring  to  pay  olFold  debts,  by  trying  to  get  before-hand 
«  a^  jpai't  pf  l^he  money,  which  fuch  country-puts  talfely  imaging 
'-;■■' *  thdr 


A,  1768.  DEBATES-  359 

^  could  not  v/eli  commit :  fince  a  deeper  wound 

*  could  not  be  given  to  the  conftitution  itfelf,  than 
'  by  the  open  and  dangerous  attempt  which  you 

*  have  made  to  fubvert  the  freedom  and  indepen- 

*  dence  of  this  Houfc. 

A  a  4  ^  The 

*  their  reprefentatives  afterwards  make  of  them.  I  had  heard  too, 

<  that  the  price  afked  was  confiderably  under  the  market  price  of 

<  boroughs;  For,  Sir,  it  can  no  longer  be  difTembled,  that  a 
^  fliare  of  the  Briil/h  legiflature  has  in  our  times  been  bought 
«  and  fold   as  publicly  as  a  (hare  in  the  New  River  Company,  or 

<  York  Buildings   waterworks,  or  either  of  the  Theatres.     I 

*  admired,  however,  in  all  this,  the  noble  enthufiaftick  zeal  of  Sir 
«  J.ohn  Cuj}y  and   the   iKrha  ardentia,  the  bold  glowing  expref- 

<  lions,  in  which  that  zeal  was  (hewn,  a  more  enormous  crime y on 

<  could  not  ^vcll  cQ'/nm'it.     Yet  I  believed,  that  not  many  gentle- 

*  men  \n  England  will  be  quite  fo  fevere  upon  them.  Few  of  my 
«  countrymen  would  keep  company  with  a  murderer,  a  man  per- 

<  jured,  Szc.  but  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  before  two  months  are 
«  pad,  we  fhall  hear  of  fome  very  refpedable  perfonages  fliaking 

*  by  the  hand,  bobbing  and  nobbing,  touching  glafTes,  nay,  per- 

*  haps,  condefcending  even  to  cuckold  thefe  very  Philip  Wardt 

<  John  'Treacher,  Sir  Thorn  as  Munday,  Thomas  Wife^  John  Nicholes, 

*  John  Philips,  Ifaac  La^jorence^  Richard  Taivney ,  Thomas  Robinfon^ 

<  and  John  Bro'^viz.  If  I  am  rather  uncharitable  in  the  laft  ar« 
1  tide,  Sir,  1  beg  pardon  5  hut  it  may  be,  becaufe  as  to  the  na- 

*  ture  of  crimes,  I  do  not  hold  this  modern  gallantry  to  be  quite 
*;  To  enormous  a  fin   as  Ibme  others,  and  as  it  is  in  the  eye  of 

*  James  Bojkvell,  Efq;  of  Auchinleck,  in  Ayrfhire.     That  pri- 

*  mitive  chriltian,  tliat  admirer  of  every  thing  op.pofite  and  con- 

*  tradi6fory,  of  PafcnlPavIi,  the  true  hero  of  liberty  in  his  own 

*  country,  and  of  penfioner  Samueljohnjon^  the  old  arch-enemy 
«  of  it  in  our's,  whom  he  wifiies  to  bring  together,  for  the  fun^ 

*  I  fuppofe,  of  feeing  them  quarrel,  like  the  two  equally  conge- 

*  nial  {^\x\x^  Q^  Hume  and  Jane  Jacques  \  that  gentleman,  as  well 

*  as  Sir  Jchn  Cnft,  ventures  on  a  new  fyftem  of  crimes.     In  the 

*  account  of  Cornea,  p.^ge  217,  he  fays,  better  occafional  murders 

<  than  frequent  adulteries.     Surely,  Sir,  never  any  but  an  Italiaa 

*  with  the  Itilietro  in  his  nocket,  and  a  highlander  with  the  dirlc 

*  by  his  fide,  ever  Miked  folightly  of  murder.  I  therefore  won- 
«  der  at  fuch  an  aflertion  from  a  gentleman,  a  man  of  humanity, 

*  and  an  EngUfjTnan^  for   fo  I  call   him,  as  he  chofe  to  be  our 

*  countryman  abroad,  though  not  at  home.  *'  Upon  my  arrival, 
*'  the  captain  of  the  guard  came  out,  and  demanded,  who  I  was? 
«'  I  replied,  IngUfe,  Enghjl.'"'  page  277.  »*  When  I  told  them  that 
*'  I  was  an  Englifbrnan^'"  page  289.    I  hope  Mr.  Bofwell  did  not 

*  advance  fuch  fcntimsnts  abroad  as  the  fentiments  of  Englifi'^ 
«  men. 

*  This  new-fangled    fvftem    however  of  crimes,    and  confe- 
<?  quently  of   their   punilhment,  broached  by  Sir  John  Cufi,  and 

*  James  Bofivell,  Efq;  is  too  deep  a  difquifition  for  the  Political 
^  Regifter.     It  is  not  quite  fo  humane  as  that  of  the  great  friend 
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'  The  freedom  of  this  houfe  is  the  freedom  of 

*  this  country,  which  can  continue  no  longer  than 

*  v/hile  the  voices  of  the  eledlors  are  uninfluenced 
'  by  any  bafe  or   vena.'  motive.     For  if  abilities 

'  and 

<  of  man,  t'le   Marguis  Leccaria;  but   v/heiher  i:dulfery  be  worfe 

*  th?>n  jnnracr,    or  bribery  wor(e  than    tnuvder   or  perjury,    I    do 

*  rot      think    proper     queftions    for    fuch     a     pubiieatioH     as 
«  your's,  Sir.    As  to  my  own  difiicuUies,  I  have  ftated  them  with 

*  modell)':  '• 

to  fwear 

In  Tiich  -X  Q^^t  I  fTioii'd  be  loth ^ 

But  Ferry  Cust  may  take  his  oath. 

The  Ghost.     Book  4. 

*  Two  little  circwmftances  of  the  caufe  Ihauid  be  mention'ed 
under  this  Iie3<^.  It  apoears  by  the  Votes,  that-  a  private  letter* 
had  been  fent  to  S'vc  ^Thomas  Staplsion^  • '^nA  another  to  Mr. 
Lee.  No'v  our  ineenious  orator  fin  's  ihis  not  only  7i  dangerous  % 
but  an  OPEN  aitempt  to  fuh^ert  the  freedom  and  indnp'endtncy  of 
this  Houfe^  and  in  ihe  fecond  place  dechues- they  have  y2'/  the 
infamous  exa>7iple  ofprofitution  in  the  mcf  public  as  well  as 
dnring  ?nanner- — by  writing  a  private  letter  to  two  former 
iiiends.  '  ■       ■■  :  t 

*  If  a  regard  to  truth,  Sir,  has  obliged  me  to  find  the  Conftifu-^. 
tio  Caufts  rather  deficient,  I  am  glad  the  Infctlatio  can  witli  juf- 
tice  be  (aid  to  be  complete.'  It  is  toiu  bed  '^\\\  wonderful  force 
and  fpirit.  though  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  anotht-r  proof,  that  the 
townfmen  of  Oj^/'^oa-;^  have  always  hated  the  Univerfity,  if  they 
chofe  in  every  thing  to  a<^i  the  quite  oppofitc  part.  I  beg  to  quote 
the  whole  Sentence,  '*  Many  circumftances  concur  to  aggravate 
your  offence.  The  place  of  your  rehdence  was  a  fingular 
advantage.  You  had  at  all  times  the  example  of  one  ot  the 
moll  learned  and  refpeelable  bodies  in  Europe  before  your 
eyes.  Their  conc^udl  in  enjery  infrance^  but  elpeciailv  in  the 
choice  of  their  repre(entatives  in  parliament,  was  ivelT  ^'crthy 
your  iviitation.''''     Now  this  is    the   true  part   of  an  orator,  to 

"^advance  bold,  daring  afiertions,  to  fupport  them  with  effrontery, 
and  to  leave  cold,  heavy,  phlegmatic  people  afterwards  to  exa- 
mine into  the  dry  matter  of  fa6f.  >-At  all  iimes~--2.:i  every  in-^ 
fance — and  ^jj ell  ^iVortky your  imitation?  Let  us  then  go  to  a  few 
hiirorical  fa(5fs  in  our  oivn  tinies^  iince  the  accefijon  of  the  houfe 
of  Brunfwitk.  I  wifh  to  know,  if  the  overt  a6ts  of  treafon 
daily  committed  ^t  Oxford ^  in  1715,  did  not  force  the  go- 
vernment to  fend  Gtt\ti-d\  Pepper ei'\.\\tret  in  the  fame  military 
difpofition,  and  with  the  fame  orders,  he  would  have  had  in 
marching  mxo  Dunkirk.  Was  the  condu6l  o\  Oxford  at  that 
timewEi.L  nvorthyour  imitation?  1  hope  not,  even  in  the  opinioil 
of  Sir  John  Cufj  becaufe,  I  fuppofe,  -  than  treafon,  a  more 
enormous  crime  a  man  cannot  well  commit.  •  If  the  -condu^l  of 
Oxjcrd  was  then  "^ell  njuorthy  'Mf (imitation;  the  conduft  ot' 
George  I.  was  to  the  higheJt  degree  cruel-and  oppreflive  ;  but 
the  fuber  page  of  hiltory  giver,  the  lie  to  fuch  oratorical  declama- 
tions, even  of  %\%  fohnCvfl  himfelfj  and  we  r.ow  thank  the 
....  .  ,.,.'.  *  memory 
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*  and  integrity  are  no  recommendation  to  the  elec- 
'  tors ;  if  thole  who  bid  highed  for  their  voices 
*■  are  to  obtain  them  from  fuch  deteftable  confider- 

*  ations-,  this  houfe,  will  not  be  the  reprefentatives 
^  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Inftead  of  being 

^  .,..;.,..   ..  ■    '  the 

*  memory  of  that  great  prince  for  fo  feafonable  an  Interpofition, 

*  fo  fpirited  ah  attack  on  Jacobitifm  in  her  ftrongeft  hold,  her 

*  very  citadel.  When  their  chancellor,  the  Duke  of  Or?mvd^ 
'  was  attainted  of  high  treafon,  was  it  'worthy  of  imitation,  that 

*  the  Univerfity  chofe  for  his   fucceflbr,   a  man  equally  difaf- 

*  felled,  his  own  brother,  the  Earl  o^  Arran?  Inthe  late  reign, 

*  the  condu6l  of  the  Univerfity,  particularly  of  the  vice-chan- 
'  cellor,  in  the  affair  of  the  Itudents,  who  had  publickly  drank 

*  the  Pretender's  health  on  their  knees,  was  fo  infamous,  that  the 

*  government  could   not  wink   at  it.     Even  fo  miid  a  prince  as 

*  George  \\.  was  at  laft  forced  to  a  feverity  painful  to  his  nature, 

*  but  which  the  public  good  rendered  necefiary,  againft  the  moft 
'  inveterate  enemies  of  his  perfon  and  family.     Was  the  conduft 

*  of  Oxford  then  nvorthy  of  imitation  ?  Methinks,  Sir,  I  ftill  hear 

*  the  feditibus  fiiouts  of  applaufe  given  to  the  peftilent  harangues 

*  of  the  late  Dr.  King,  when  he  vilified  our  great  deliverer,  the 

*  Duke  of  Cumberland^  and  repeated  with  fuch  energy  the  trea-^ 

*  fonable  rede  at.     Was  the  conduft  of  the  Univerfity,  at  the 

*  opening  of  the  Ratcliffe  library,    by  their    behaviour  to  the 

*  known  enemies  of  the  Brunfwick  line,  and  their  approbation  of 
'  every  thing,  hateful  to  Liberty  and  her  friends,  nxjorthy  of  imi- 
'  tation  F  When  I  was  told  of  all  iimeSy  and  e-very   infance,    in 

*  which  Oxford  h^^  been  exemplary  in  her  conducV,  I  have  been 
^  led  to   confider   thofe   two  inftruments  of  flavery,  the  Oxford 

*  decree  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  and  the  Recognition  at  the  ac- 

*  ceffion   of  James  11.  either  of  which  is  a  repeal  of  Magna  Char- 

*  ta-,  but  I  would  not  go  fo  far  back,  and  I  have  fa\d  enough, 

*  Sir,  to  convince  you,  that  I  more  admire  the  art  of  the  oratorj 
'  and  the  heavenly  fire  of  his  eloquence,  than  the  mer,e  mechanic 

*  part,  the  faithfalnefs  of  a  memory,  which  in  him  is  not  quite 

*  exa6h 

^    *  The  Peroratio  is  alas !  too  (hort,  but  full  of  dignity,  fuited  to 

*  the  Majelly  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.     I  no   repri- 

*  MAND   you.    The  little  word  do  is  very  eniphatical  here.  This 

*  is  not  a  cafe  v/here,  as  Pope  fays,  feeble  expletives  their  aid  DO 
''join.     How  weak  would  the  fenfe,  and  how  poor  the  expreflion 

*  be,'  without  it ! 

*  The  la  It  words,  you   are  difcharged,  paying  your  fees,  I  feaf 

*  \vili  to  many  fuggeft  an  idea  beneath  the  dignity  of  parliament, 

*  and  may    make  the  world  imagine,  that  the  Jees  were  an  ille- 

*  gal  claim,  not  recoverable  by  action,  and  that  therefore  Mr*. 

*  Speaker  took  the   (hort   way  of  keeping  in  cuftody  till  his  own 

*  and  the  clerks/>^/  were  paid.  But  for  my  part,  I  believe  that  a» 
'  an  orator  he  talked  of  the  fees  to  add  to  the  terror  of  the  (tn-' 
<  tence,  and  the  weight  of  the  punifhment,    ■ 

*  <  May 
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the  guardians  and  protedlors  of  their  liberties^ 
inilead  of  redreffing  the  grievances  of  the  fub- 
jed,  this  houfe  irfelf  will  be  the  author  of  the 
worftof  grievances:  they  will  become  the  venaj 
inftruments  of  power  to  reduce  this  happy  na- 
tion, the  envy  and  adniiration  of  the  world,  to 
the  lowed  (late  of  mifery  and  fervitude.  This 
is   the  abjed  condition   to  which  you   have  at* 

*  tempted  to  bring  your  fellow-fubjeds. 

'  Many 

'  May  I  now  venture  to  bint  at  a  little  omi0*Ton  in  the  Speech  ?, 

*  There  is  not  a   word   abovit  rmdue,  unconfitutional  influence  in 

*  ele^ions,  although  it  would  fo   naturally   have  come  in  under 

*  the  head  of  preferving  the  freedom  and  indepe^de?ice  of  this  houfe, 

*  ihiS  too  Teemed  the  more  neceflary  on    lb  public  an    occalion, 

*  becaufe  an  appeal  had  been  nade  fo  lately  to  the  world   in  the 
«  cafe  of  Mr.  I^'^^^'s  Hampfhire  election,  againft  the  Favourit? 


*  himfelf,  when  ail  the  V^higs,  as  ufual,  appeared  againft  a  Stuart 

*  and  were  viftorious.     But  perhaps  we  are  as  much  to  admire 

*  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  Sir  John  Cuf  in  what  he  has  not 
'  faid,  as  in  what  he   has.     In  this  cafe  we  (hould   copy  the  fa- 

*  mous  Moniieiir  Ower  Joly  de  Fkury,  The  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  of 

*  the  French  King,  who  ipeaking  of  the  \d.\^  pragmatic  fan^ioti 

*  for  the  txpuHion   of    the  Jefults,  f?}y?,  ^' that   he  admires  the 

*  reafons  given   by  tlie  King  of  Spain,  and   iiill  more   the  rta- 

*  fons   he    has  not   given  any   man,    hut   which   are   liid  in    his 

*  royal  brealt."     Yet,  after  all,  I   wifh  we  had  got  one  fentence 

*  only  on  thi*  fuhje6r  from  Sir  fohn  Cujl^  becaufe  every  thing  muji. 
'.  ha^ue  the  great efi  ivelght,  <nx:hich  falls  from  fuch  a  height.     Permit 

*  rne,  Sir,  to  ulc   the  hne  imagery  of  the  gentle,  fmooth,  filver- 

*  tongu'd  Conivay,  of  all  our  generals  conftfiedly  lingua  7neUor>-^ 

*  Let  us  now,    Sir,  proceed  to   the    other  accclibry   cjrcum- 

*  fiances     as    they  are    called.      The   Perfon/e  are     plainly    Mr. 

*  Speaker  himfelf,  in   the  chair  fpeaking,  the  awful  terrors  of  O- 

*  lympian  Jonje  fitting  on  his  majeftic  brow,  three  hundred  mem- 

*  i:)ers  laughing  and  iiftening,  the  poor  culprits,  mace  -^wiS  traiiji 

*  bearers,  &c.  affecting  to   be   grave  and  foltmn,   w;ith  looks   of 

*  meek  (ubiriifiion,  downcald  and   low,  fixM  on  the  floor,  ltd  they 

*  fhould  he  burnt  up  by  the  flafhes  of  fire  from  the  indignant  eyes 

*  of  the  speaker,  but  they  are  all  muta  ferfona,  except  Sir  Joh:t 

*  Ciifl  himfelf,  and  therefore  are  beneath  our  luither  attention. 

*  For  the  "fernpirs,  there  is  fomcthing  fingular  to  be  remarked, 

*  The  letters  wh^h  contained  the  corrupt  f  ffer,  are  dated  ia 
<  the  year  1766.     One  is  of  May  la,  1766.     The  firit  notice  ta- 

*  ken  of  them  in  the  Houfp,  is  January  26,  176^,  and  the  Repri^ 
«  mand\%  February  10,  1768  5  yet  we  fee  it)  the  votes,  Veneris  5* 
«  die  Februarii,   1768,  ,*' Refolved,  that   this  Houfe  doth  highly 

*  approve  of  the  very  honcurahle  condu61  of  t!ie  honourable  Robert 

*  Leey  and  Sir   Thotnas  Stapleion,   Bart,   on  their   receipt  of  the  faid 

*  Uitersr     Tius  is  rather  hard  of  digeition.    Why  did  not  thola 

'  gentlemen, 
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'  Many  circumfiances  concur  to  aggravate  your 
'  offence.      Th-   place  of   your  refidence  was  a 

*  fingular  advantage.  You  had  at  all  times  the 
'  example  of  one  of  the  moll  learned  and  refpec- 
'  table  bodies  in  Europe  before  your  eyes.  Their 
'  condu6l  in  every  inffance,  but  efpecially  in  the 
'  choice  of  their  rcprefentatives  in  parliament,  was 

*  well  worthy  your  imitation. 

'  You  are  magiftrates  of  a  great  city.     In  fuch 
'  a  ftation,  it   was  a  duty  peculiarly  incumbent 

*  upon  you  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  your  fel- 

*  low-citizens;  to  keep  yourfelves  pure  from  ve- 

'  nality; 

'  gentlemen,  the  firft  day  cf  the  fitting  of  the  Houfe,  after  the 

*  receipt  of  the  faid  letters^  make  ihemfelves  a  complaint  to  parlia- 
'  ment  ?  Why  was  it  left   to  be  done  by  another  fo  long  after, 

*  and  without  their  privity  or  confent  ?  No  complaint  is  made  till 
«  near  two  years  after  the  tranfadion  j  and  as  perhaps  the  finan- 

*  ces,  no  lefs  than  the  confcienccs  of  the  honourable  Robert  Lee 
'  and  Sir  Thomas  StapletOHi  Bart,  were  found  not  to  fuit  with  the 

*  offer,  it  will,  I  fear,  be  fufpeited,  that  pique  and  difappoint- 

*  ment  Teemed  to  have  made  them  at  laft  Join  in  meafure?,  which 

*  the  generous  dfdain  the  Speaker  mentions  could  not  at  firlt  pro- 

*  duce. 

*  As  for  the  Locus,  Sir,  it  is  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen,  which 

*  formerly  glowed  with  a  holy  zeal  of  religion,  and  afterwards 
«with  the  bright  flame  of  patriotiCm,  while  William  Pultney,  and 

*  JVUiiam  Piit—hnt  their  names   fill   my  eyes   with  tears — Virtue 

*  left  them,  and  they  the  people.   Dazxled  with  the  lure  of  titles, 

*  places,  and    penfions,  they  fell  into  a  rank  apoftacy,  and  their 

*  names  now   only  remain   a  terror  to  all  who  would  dare  fuch 

*  guilt,  to   meet  lb  vain,  fo  unfatisfaftory  a  recompcnce,  while 

*  the  liberty  of  England  fhall  find  firm  and  undaunted  guardians, 

*  to  the  lattft  ages,   within  thefe  facred  walls. 

*  As  to  the  E-ventus,  it  (hall  be  told  veiy  fliort.  An  artful  at- 
«  torney,  an  accomplice  in  the  guilt,  drew  his  alTociates  into  the 
^  fnaie,  and  then  left  them.     One  of  the  mod  amiable,  and  ex- 

*  celient  peers  of  this  country,  whufe  family  have,  for  above  a 
<  century,  none  very   fignal  fervices  to  the  city  o{  Oxford,  hns  by 

*  the  treachery  of  thofe,  who  owe  all  to  that  bounty,  and  by 
«  t!ie  mean  and  artful  contrivances  of  fome  ignoble  perfons  of  the 

*  fi;  fl  rank,  loll  his  inflvience  in  a  place,  where  honoiir  is  no  lon- 

*  ger  regarded.  As  for  the  reff,  Fhilip  Ward,  John  Treacher^ 
^  Sir    -Vmnas  Munday,  Thorn  at  Wife,   'John  Nicholes,  John  Philips, 

*  Ifaac   Laivrence,    Richard  Taivny,     Thomas  Robinfon    and    John 

*  Sroivn,  we-  e  dricharged,  piad  their  fees,  went  down  to  Ox- 
*■  ford\  and  when   they  make  any  future  libations  on  their  knees, 

*  fhey  Will,  I  hope,  although  on  the  banks  of  Ifsy  d^ink  lojal 
«  healthi.* 
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*  nallty ;  and  to  prevent,  by  your  influence,  thofe 

*  under  your  government  from  being  tainted  by 
'  this  growing  and  pedilentiai  voice.     How  have 

*  you  abufed  this  truil!  You  yourfelves  have  fet 
«  the  infamous  example  of  proftitution,  in  the  moft 

*  public  and  daring  manner. 

'  Surely  you  muil  have  felt  fome  remorfe  froiii 

*  the  generous  difdain  with  which  your  corrupt  of- 
'  fer  was  rejeded  by  your  reprefentatives.  They 
.*  thought,  and  juftly  thought,  that  a  feat  in  this 

*  houfe,  obtained  by  a  free  and  independent  choice 
f  of  their  conftituents,  was  the  higheft  honour  to 
^  which  a  fubjecl  can  afpire-,  and  that  difcharging 

*  their  duty,  as  fuch  reprefentatives,  was  the  no- 
^  bleft  of  fervices.     Sorry  am  I  to  fay,  that  thefe 

*  confiderations  do  not   appear  to  have  had  the 

*  leaft  weight  with  you. 

'  However,   you   have   at   lad    acknowledged 

*  your  guilt;  and,  by  your  petition  yefterday,  you 

*  feem  confcious  of  the  enormity  of  your  offence. 
«  This  houfe,  in   the  terror  of  its  judgments,  al- 

*  ways  thinks  upon   mercy  ;  nor  do  they  ever  in- 

*  Iiiv5t  punifhment  but  for  the  fake  of  example, 
^  and  to  prevent  others  from  becoming  rheobjedls 

*  of  their  refentment'. 

*  The  ccnfure  palled  upon  you  will,  they  hope, 

*  have  that  effeft.     You  are  now   the  objedis  of 

*  their  mercy  -,  and  are  brought  to  the  bar  to  be 

*  difcharged. 

'  May  you  be  penetrated  with  a  due  fenk  of 

*  their  julfice  and  lenity!  May  you  atpne  for  your 

*  pad  offence,  by  your  condant   endeavours    to 

*  makearightufe  of  the  invaluable  privileges  which 
'   *  you  enjoy  as  electors!  Confider  thefe  privileges 

*  as  a  facred  trud  repofed  in  you.     Difcharge  it 

*  with  integrity. 

*  Eur,  before  you  rife  from  your  prefent  podure, 

*  I  do,  in  obedience  to  the  comm.ands  of  this  houfe, 
'  REPRIMAND  you. 

*  I  am 
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*  I  am  to  acquaint  yon,  that  you  are  difcharged, 
*  paying  your  fees. 

On  the  1 7th  of  February  1768,  Sir  George  Savile 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  quieting  the 
poiTeiTions  of  the  fubjed,  and  for  amending  and 
rendering  more  effeftual  an  ad  of  the  21  ft  of 
James  L  entitled  an  act  for  the  genera]  qiiiei  of  the 
ilibjed,  againft  all  pretences  of  concealment  vv^hat- 
foever. 

This  motion  viras  feconded  by  Sir  Anthony  Ahdy^ 
Bart,  but  it  paffed  in  the  negative  by  134,  againfl: 
114. 

The  following  is  al^i^n  of  the  QYMTl.Y.  M  EM 
who  voted  for  the  motion, 

Anfon,  Thomas         r-        Litchfield 

Abdy,  Sir  Anthony  Thomas,  bart.  -  Knarefborougb' 
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Adams,  George 
A'Ccurt,  Lieut.  Gen.  William 
AiQabie,  Williim  — 

Archer,  Kon.  Andrew  -^ 

Aufrere,  George  "— — 

Bentickj  Lord  Edward  - 

BentiriCk,  Captain  John 
Bertie,  Peregrine         ~™ 
Barrov/j  Charles  — — 

Beauclerck,  Hon,  Aubrey 
Burdett,  Sir  Robert,  bart.     — 

Bromley,  William  ~ 

Baker,  Sir  William  ^_ — 

Burt,  VT'iUiam  Matthew         — 

Burke^  Edmund  

Burke,  William  

Bootle,  Richard  Wilbraham 
Cave,  Sir  Thomas,  bart.       — 
CavendiQi,  Lord  George 
Cavendifh,  Lord  Frederick 
CavendiPii,  Lord  John         — — 
Cavendifb,  Richa,rd  —— 


SakaQi 

Heytfbury 

Rippon 

Coventry 

Stamford 

Lewes 

—  Rycr 
Weftbury 
Glouceder 

Thetford 

Tamworrh" 

Warvvickfhire 

Piympton 

Great  Marlow 

Wendover 

—  Bed  win' 
Cheder 

LeicefterQiire' 
BerbyJliire 
Derby 


KnarePoorough;'' 

Wendover 
Cocks-' 
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Cocks,  Charles 
Coke,  Wennian 
Codrington,  Sir  Williarii,  bare. 
Cholmondcley,  Thomas 
Chohnley,  Nathaniel 
Carnac,  General 
Cornewall,  Veltcrs 
Cotton,  Sir  John  Hynde,  bart 
Curzon,  Afheton 
Curwen,  Henry 
Craven,  Thomas 
Clive,  Richard 
Darker,  John 
Deleval,  George,  Shaftoe 
Dempfter,  George 
Dovvne,  Lord  Viicount 
Dummer,  Thomas 
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Ryegate 

Oakhampton 

Tewkfbury 

Chefhire 

Aldborouoh 

Leominfler 

Herefordfnire 

CambridgejQiire 

Clitheroe 

CarliQe 

Berkfhire 

Montgomery 

Leicefler 

Northumberland 

Forfar,  §cc. 

Cirencefler 

Newport 


Dolben,  Sir  William,  bart.     -    Oxford  Univerfity 
Finch,  Savile  -  -  Maltoii 

Foley,  Thomas  jun.  -  Herefordfliire 

Frankland,  Sir  Thomas,  bart.  Admiral     -  J'hirfl^c 


Fuller,  Richard 
Gafcoign,  Bamber 
Grey,  Lord 
Garth,  Charles 

Grenville,  Right  Hon.  George 
Grenville,  James,  junior 
Grofvenor,  Thomas  -    ^ 

Hamilton,  William  Gerrard 
Hardy,  Sir  Charles 
Hanbury,  John 
Harley,  Hon.  Robert 
Harris,  James         -        -         , 
Heathcote,  Sir  Gilbert,  bart. 
Hervey,  Hon.  Auguitus 
Hervey,  Hon.  William 
Hewet,  John 
Hotham,  Col.  Charles 
Honcywood,  Philip,  General 
Howard,  Thomas 


Steyning 

Midhurll 

StaffordQiire 

Devizes 

Buckingham 

Thirike 

Chefter 

Pontefract 

Rocheiler 

Monmouthfhire 

Droitwich 

Chriftchurch 

Shaftfbury 

Saltafh 

St.  Edmondfbury 

Nottinghamlhire 

St.  Ives 

Appleby 

Caftelrifing 

Hunter^ 
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Hunter,  Thomas  Orby 
Irwin,  John,  Major  General 
Keck,  Anthony  James 
Kepple,  Hon.  Auguftus,  Ad 
Ladbroke,  Sir  Robert 
Lafcelles,  Edwin 
Lafcelles,  Daniel 
JLafcelles,  Edward 
Lawrence,  William 
Legh,  Peter 
Lenox,  Lord  George 
Long,  Sir  James,  bart. 
Luther,  John 

Meredith,  Sir  William,  bart. 
Mills,  Richard 
Molefworth,  Sir  John,  bart. 
Manners,  Lord  Robert 
Morgan,  Thomas,  jun. 
Morgan,  Charles 
Murray,  James 
Newdigate,  Sir  Robert,  bart 
Norris,  John, 
Offley,  John 
Ofbaldeilon,  Fountayne 
Orwell,  Lord 
Palmer,  Sir  John,  bart. 
Palmerfton,  Lord  Vifcount 
Parker,  John 
Pitt,  Hon.  Thomas 
Prefcott  George 
Ridley,  Matthew 
Rufhout,  John 
Sackville,  Lord  George 
Seymour,  Henry 
Savile,  Sir  George,  bart. 
Scawen,  James 
ShifFner,  Henry 
Smith,  Sir  Jarret,  bart. 
Tudway,  Clement 
Vanfittart,  Arthur 
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Winchelfea 
Eafl  Grinftead 
Leicefter 
miral       -       Windfor 
London 
York  (hi  re 
Northallerton 
ditto 
Rippon 
-  Newton 

SufTex 
Marlborougli 
Effex 
Liverpool 
Canterbury^ 
Cornwall 
Kingflon 
Monmouthfhire 
Brecon 
Wigtownihire 
.  -    Oxford  Univerlity 
Rye 
Orford 
Scarborough 
Ipfwicli 
Leicefterfhire 
Eafl  Looe 
Devonihirc 
Warehani 
Stockbridge 
Newcaftje 
Evefham 
Hythc 
Totnefs 
Yorkfhire 
St.  Michael 
Minehead 
Briftol 
Wclis 
Berk  (hire 
W^eddeli, 
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Weddel,  William 
"Way,  Benjamin 
Weft,  James 
Weft,  James,  jun. 
White,  John 
Winterton,  Earl 
Whateley,  Thomas 
Wallh,  John 
York,  Hon.  Charles 
York,  Hon.  Johri 


Kingfton  upon  Hull 

Bridporc 

St.  Albans 

Boron  ghbridge 

Retford 

J     Bramber 

Luggerft^all 

-  Worcefter 

Ryegate 

Hisham  Ferrers, 


Tellers,     Sir  George  Armitage,  bart. 
Frederick  Montagu,  Efq*, 

The  following  voted  againft  the  Motion, 

Alien,  Lord  Vifcount             -  -              Eye 

Aftiburnham,  William                 -  Haftings 

Harrington,  Lord  Vifcount         -  Plymouth 

Barre,  Ifaac              -                 -  Wycombe 

Beauchamp  Lord                  -  Leftwithel 

Beckford,  William                  -  London 

Bertie,  Lord  Robert                  -  Bofton 

Beft,  Thomas              -             -  Canterbury 

Bofcawen,  Hon.  George                 -  Truro 

Bofcawen,  Hon.  Edward  Hugh  -             ditto 

Bradftiaw,  Thomas                  -  Harwich 

Bridgeman,  Sir  Henry,  bart.          -  Ludlow 

Brudenell,  Hon.  James             -  Haftings 

Brudenell,  Robert             -  Marlborough 

Brudenell,  George  Bridges            -  Stamford 

Bull,  Richard             -                -  ■  Newport 

Buller,  John                 -              -  Eaftlooe 

Burgherfti,  Lord             -         -  Lyme  Regis 

Burrell,  Peter             -              -  Launcefton 

Campbell  Pryfe          -            -  Nairn,  &c. 

Clare,  Lord  Vifcount                 -  Briftol 

Conway,  Right  Hon.  H.  S.             •  Thetford 

Corke,  George              -              -  Middlefex 

Cowper,  Grey             -                 -  Rochefter 

Coutts,  James               '-             -  Edinburgh 

*  Crauford, 
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Crauford,  Patrick 

Dalrymple,  Sir  Hew,  bart. 

Delaval,  Sir  John  HufTey,  barL 

Drummond,  Adam 

Duncomb,  Thomas 

Dyfon,  Jeremiah 

Earle,  William  Rawlinfon 

Edmondftone,  Archibald 

Elliot,  Sir  Gilbert,  bart. 

Ellis,  Wellbore 

Fanfhaw,  Simon 

Fitzroy,  Colonel  Charles 

Frederick,  Sir  Charles 

Fuller,  Rofe 

Gage,  Lord  Vifcount 

Gilbert,  Thomas 

Gordon,  Lord  Adam 

Hope- Weir,  Hon.  Charles 

Herbert,  Edward  ^    - 

Hopkins,  Richard 

Howe,  Lord  Vifcount 

Howe,  Hon.  William 

Hufke,  John 

Jenkinlbn,  Charles 

Jenyns,  Soame 

Jennings,  George 

Lamb,  Sir  Matthew,  bart. 

Mackay,  Alexander 

Mackenzie,  Right  Hon.  James  Stuart 

Mount  Stuart,  Lord 

Medlicott,  T,  Hutchings 

Montgomery,  Archibald 

Middleton,  Richard 

North,  Lord 

Paterfon,  John 

Peachy,  Sir  James,  bart. 

Pelham,  Right  Hon.  Thomas 

Percy,  Earl 

Philipfon,  Richard 

Vol.  VII.  B  b 
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Renfrewfhire 

Dunbar,  &c. 

Berwick 

Lymington 

Newport 

Yarmouth 

Newport 

Dumbarton 

RoxburghQiire 

Aylefbury 

Grampound 

Bury 

Queenborough 

Maidftone 

Seaford 

Newcaftle 

Aberdeenfhire 

Linlithgowfhire 

Ludlow 

Dartmouth 

ditto 

Nottingham 

Maiden 

Appleby 
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Cambridge 

Whitchurch 

Peterborough 

Sutherlandfhire 

-  Rofsfhire 

Boffiney 

Milbourne 

Ail*  County 

Denbigh 

Banbury 

Luggerfhal 

Seaford 

SufTex 

Vy^eftminfter 

Eye 

Pryfep 
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Pryfe,  John  Pugh 

Reynolus,  Francis 

Rigbv,  Righr  Hon.  Richard 

Robinfon,  Plon.  Thomas 

Rodney,  Sir  George  Brydges,  bart 

Ryder,  Nathaniel 

Scou,  John 

Scudamore,  Charles 

Scbnsh*-,  Sir  John,  bart. 

Selvyn,  George 

Sew  el.  Right  H^n.  Thomas 

Shelicy,  Kight  Hon.  John 

Stanley,  Right  Hon.  Hans 

Staunton,  Thomas 

Thurlow,  Edward 

Touchet,  Samuel 

Townihend,  Charles 

Townftiend,  Right  Hon,  Thomas 

Vane,  Frederick 

Villiers,  Lord  •  '^ 

Upton,  John 

"Wauchope,  Henry 

Warren,  Sir  George 

Wood,   Robert 

Wynne,  Sir  John 

Cummuhis  alits, 

A  Lift  of  the  ACTS  j^affed  this  SESSION. 

AN  Acl  'To  prohibit  the  exportation  of  corn^  grain ^ 
meal^  nialt^  fiour^  breads    bifcuit^  and  Jhrch^ 
_^  and  alfo  the  extra^lion  of  low  wines ^  andfpirits, 

from  wheat  and  wheat  flour. 
An  A6t  For  allowing  the  importation  of  wheats  whcatr 
fiour^  barly^  barley-meal,  pdfe^  oats^  oat-meal^ 
rye,  and  rye-meal,  duty  free  \  arid  to  allow  the  ir/h 
f.rtation  of  wheat  and  wheat-flour  from  America, 
for  a  limited  time,  duty  free. 
An  ad  For  the  free  importation  of  Indian  corn  or 
maize  ',—to  the  qualification  ath 

6  ■     An 
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Cardiganfliire 

Lancafter. 

Taviftock- 

Chriftchurch, 

Penryn 

Tiverton, 

Tain,&c, 

Hereford 

Bath, 

Gloucefter 

Winchelfea 

Retford 

Southart;iptoa 

Ipfwich, 

Tamwortk 

Shaftfbury 

Yarmoutli 

-  Whitchurch 

Durham 

Aid  borough 

Weftmoreland 

Butelhire 

Lancafter. 

Brackley. 

Carijarvon 
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An  Ad  To  explain  the  a5l  for  reducing  into  one  aEi 
the  feveral  ftattites  for  the  prefervation  of  the  pub- 
lic highways.  [By  this  a(5t,  the  claufe,  '*  1  hac 
no  waggon  having  the  wheels  bound  with 
llreaks,  or  tire  of  a  lefs  breadth  than  two  inches 
and  a  half,  when  worn,  or  being  fet  or  fattened 
on  with  rofe  headed  nails,  fliall  go,  or  be  drawn 
with  more  than  three  horfes  -,  and  that  every 
owner  or  driver  of  any  fuch  v;aggon  (hall  for- 
feit all  fuch  horfes  above  the  number  three, 
with  all  gears,  bridles,  halters,  and  accoutre- 
ments, to  the  fole  benefit  of  any  perfons  who 
fhali  feize  the  fame,  with  aprovifo  next  after  the 
faid  claufe,  containing  particular  reftriclions  as 
therein  mentioned,"  is  repealed  and  made  void 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes.] 

An  A61  14  and  15  Hen.  VIII.  for  altering  highways 
in  the  Weald  of  Kent, 

An  A6t  26  Hen.  VIII.  entitled,  a  hill  for  the  high- 
ways in  the  county  ^/SuiTex,  which  w  re  repeal  d 
hy  the  a5l  of  the  laji  fejfion  (great  benefit  having 
arifen  from  them  j  are  revived^  and  to  be  in  full 
force.  And  the  feveral  aSs^  previous  to  the  reci- 
ted a5l  of  the  lafl  feffion,  relative  to  the  furveyors^ 
and  to  the  cleanfmg,  lightings  &c.  the  flreets  in 
Briftol,  are  to  be  in  force  ^  and  fully  executed. 

An  Ad  For  the  importation  of  fait  ed  proviftons  from 
Irchnd  and  Americz,  duly  free. 

An  Ad:  For  a  navigable  cut  from  Coventry  to  the 
iVIerfey. 

An  A61  For  a  navigable  cut  from  Severn  /<>  Droit- 
wich. 

An  adt  For  licenjing  aplayhoufe  at  Bath. 

An  A6t  For  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majefty  for  dif- 
banding  the  army.,  and  other  neceffary  occajions,  as 
relate  to  the  number  of  troops  kept  upon  the  Irifh 
efiablifhment. 

An  Aft  For  better  regulating  his  Majejifs  Marine 
forces  when  onfhore 

Bb2  An 


572  Parliamentary     A.  1767 

An  A61  For  providing  accommodations  for  Jufiices  oj 

the  Great  <ieJ[ion  in  Wales. 
An  A6t  For  regulating  the  Eaft  India  Company  with 

refpe^  to  making  oj  Dividends, 
An  A6t  For  preventing  delays  in  the  transportation 

of  offenders. 
An  A6t  For  rehuilding  and  enlarging  Coventry  GcaL 
An  A6t  'To  amend  and  render  more   effe^ual^  an  a^ 
for  fupplying  the  town  (?/ Halifax  with  frejh  water, 

and  for  other  purpofes. 
An  A(5l  For  mahng  a  navigable  canal  from  Birming- 

hani  to  Billion,  l^c. 
An  A61  For  applying  the  finking  fund  for  the  fer  vice 

of  the  prefent  year. 
An  A6t  To  raife  money  hy  loans  on  exchequer  hills,  for 

the  fame. 
An  A61  Tq  raifiS  1,900,000].  hy  annuities  and  lot- 

tery. 
An  A61  For  redeeming  the  remainder  of  the  joint  flock 

of  annuities,  eflahlifhed  in  the  third  year  itf  his  pre- 
fent Majeflfs  reign. 
An  Ad  io  apply  the  fum  granted  for  the  pay  and 

cloathing  of  the  militia. 
An  A61  For  better  paving  and  lighting  the  city  <?/ Lon- 
don, ^c. 
An  Adl  To  amend  an  a5t  for  regulating  journeymen 

taylors. 
An  Acl  To  amend  anaB  of  this  feffion,  for  punifhing 

mutiny  and  defer  t  ion  in  Ana  erica,  i^c. 
An  A  61  To  continue  fever al  a5ts  for  encouraging  the 

whale  fifhery. 
An  A61:  For  more  eff equally  recovering  the  penalties 

relating  to  trade  in  America. 
An  A61  To  amend  the  laws  touching  the  ele^ions  of 

knights  of  the  fhires  ///England. 
An  Ad  For  converting  Grelham  College  into  an  Ex^ 

ctfe -office. 
An  Ad  For  allowing  foul  fait,  taken  from  the  faU 

works^  to  he  ufed  as  manure^ 

An 
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An  A6t  For  allowing  the  exportation  of  malt  now  in 

his  Majefifs  warehoufes. 
An  A61  ^0  licenfe  a  playhoufe  in  Norwich. 
An  A61  Fcr  better  fupplying  Dunbar  with  water. 
An  Adl  For  encouraging  the  trade  to  Newfoundland, 

i^c.  .  .  ' 

On  the  loth  of  March  1768,  the  King  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers ^  and  put  an  End  to  this  Seffon  witk 
thefollovcing  Speech. 

My  Lords  ^  a  nd  Gen  tit  men, 

*  The  readinefs  with  which  you  entered  into  the 

*  views  I  recommended  to  you  at  the  opening  of 

*  this  feffion,  and  the  affiduity  wth  which  yo\]  have 

*  applied  yourlelves   to  the  difpatch  of  the  public 

*  bufinefs,  give  me  great  fatisfadion.    At  the  fame 

*  time,  the  affc6]:iona5e  concern  you  have  fhcwn 
'  for  the  wcilfare  of  your  fellow- fubje^ls,  by  the  fa- 

*  lutary  laws  pafifcd  for  their  relief  in  refpedt  to  the 

*  high  price  of  provifions,  cannot  fail  of  fecuring 

*  to  you  their  moft  grateful  regard. 

*  I  have  nothing  new  to  communicate  to  you  in 

*  relation  to  foreign  affairs.  The  apparent  interefts 
'  of  the  feveral  powders  in  Europe,  as  w^ell  as  the 

*  exprefs   afTurances  1  have   received   from  them, 

*  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  of  their  difpofition  to 

*  preferve  the  general   tranquillity.     And  on   my 

*  part,  you   may  reft  afiured,  that  every  meafure 

*  that  is  confident  with  the  honour  of  my  crown, 

*  and  the  rights  of  .my  fubjecls,  fi^all  be  fteadiiy  cli- 

*  reded  to  that  moft  falutary  purpofe. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  Your  chearfulnefs  in  granting    the  neceflary 
'  fupplies,  and   your  attention  to  the  eafe   of  my 

*  good  fubjt'6ls  in  the  manner  of  raifing  them,  e- 
^  qually  demand  my  acknowledgements.  1  fee, 
'  with  pkafure,  that  you  have  been  able  to  profe- 

*  cute 
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*  cute  the  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  with-. 
'  out  laying  any  additional  burthen  upon  my  peo- 

*  pie. 

My  Lords^  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  As  the  tinne  limited  by  law  for  the  expiration 

*  of  this  parliament  now  draws  near,  I  am  refolved 

*  forthwith  to  ifTue  my  proclamation  for  diffolvine^ 

*  it,  and  for  calling  a  new  parliament.     But  I  can- 

*  not  do  this,  without  having  firft  returned  you 

*  my  thanks,  for  the  many  fignal  proofs  you  have 
'  given  of  the  moft  affedionate  attachment  to  my 
'  perfon,  family,  and  government,  the  moft  faith- 
'  ful  attention  to  the  public  fervice,  and  the  moil 

*  earned  zeal  for  the  prefervation  of  our  excellent 

*  conftitution.     When,  by   the   vigorous  fupport 

*  which  you  gave  me  during  the  war,  I  had  been 

*  enabled,  under  the  Divine  Providence,  to  reftore 

*  to  my  people  the  blefiings  of  peace,  you  con- 

*  tinued  to   exert  yourfelves,  with  equal  alacrity 

*  and   fteadinefs,   in  purfuing  every  method  that 

*  could  contribute  to  the  public  fafety   and  tran- 

*  quillity  •,  which  you  well  underftood  could  be  no 

*  otherwife  preferved,  than  by  eftablilhing,  on  a 

*  refpedable  foundation,  the  ftrength,  the  credit, 

*  and  the  commerce  of  the  nation.     The  large  fup- 

*  plies   you  have  from  time  to  time  granted,  and 

*  the  wife  regulations  you  have  made  for  thefe  im- 

*  portant  purpofcs,  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  found 

*  to  have  been  produdlive  of  the  moft  beneficial 

*  confequences. 

*  In  the  approaching    eledion  of    reprefenta- 

*  tives,  I  doubt  not  but  my  people  will  give  mc 

*  frcdi  proofs  of  their  attachment  to  the   true  in- 

*  tereft  of  their  country  •,  which  I  fhall  ever  receive 

*  as  the  moft  acceptable  mark  of  their  affeftion  to 

*  me.     The  welfare  of  all  my  fubjeds   is  my  firft 

*  objed.     Nothing  therefore  has  ever  given  me 

*  more  real  concern,  than  to  fee  any  of  them,  in 
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*  any  part  pf  my  dominions,  attempting  to  Ipofen 

*  thofe  bonces  of  conftitutional  fubordination,  foef- 

*  Ten  rial  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole.  But  it  is  with 
'  mucti  fatisfaflion  that  I  now  fee  them   returning 

*  to  a  more  juft  fcnfe  of  wfiat  their  own  intereft,  no 

*  lefs   than  their   duty,    indifpepfibly    requires   of 

*  them ;  and  thereby  giving   ?pe   xhe   profped  of 

*  continuing  to  reign  over  an  happy,  becaufe  an 
i  united  people.' 

On  the  12  th  of  March  1768,  the  Parliament  was 
<3i0blved  by  proclamation,  and  writs  were  iffued 
for  electing  a  new  Parliament  returnable  on  the 
loth  of  May  176S, 

The  following  fhort  obfervations  on  the  condudt 
of  this  Parliament,  were  publiflied  a  few  days  after 
i|:s  difTQlgtipn. 

'  It  was  the  general  and  eftablilhed  rule  to  vote 

*  with  the' Treaiury  Bench-,  and  as  thofe  who  fat 
^  there,  were  frequently  changed  in  thefe  lafl  feven 

*  years,  the  ref /lutionsof  the  Ploufe  became  as  va- 

*  fious   and  contradi(5tory.     No   peace,  that  ihall 

*  leave  the   two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourhon 

*  united!  fays  one  minifter:  war  everlafting  !  ec- 
^  choed  the  worthy  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
'  Peace  on  any  terms  !   fays  the  favourite  miniller : 

*  we  are  an  undone  bankrupt  nation  1  cried  the 
\  Houfe.     Cyder  ought  to  be  taxed!  declared  the 

*  fame  genius :  double  tax  cyder  by  all  means  ! 
'  anfwered  the  Parliament.     It  was  a  damned  thing 

*  to  ta}^  cyd^r !  exclaims   the  next  didlator :  aye, 

*  damn  the  cyder  taxers,  and  all  their  friends  I 
^replied  the  commons  of  G.  B.  America  (hould 
f  pay  her  proportion  of  her  own  expences ;  fays 
'the    finance   minifter:     nothing   fo   reafonable ! 

*  cries  Parliament ;  we  v/on't  hear  a  word   againft 

*  '^r ;  {lamp  the  dogs  if  they  refufe  to  pay.  Ame- 
\  rica.  pays  too  much  already,  is  too  beneficiaj  to 

*  this  country,  by   dealing  with  it  only^  take   off 

*  their 
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*  their  taxes,  and  allow  them  to  trade  to  other  na- 

*  tions  ;  were   the  opinions  of  the   next  in   order  : 

*  repeal,    repeal,    no  taxes,  no    duties  !  and    free 

*  ports   for  America  I  refounded  through  St.  Sle- 
*phen's  chapel,  during  the  whole  Seffion.' 

About  the  fame  time  was  alfo  publiihed  the  fol- 
lowing. 
J  Lift  of  Minijiers  made  and  unmade  hy  the  Earl  of 

Bute, 
In'O^oher^  1760.  He  clofed  with  the  late  King's 
■    Miniftry. 
In  March ^  1761.     He  penfioned  off  Loird  Holder- 

neffe^  and  became  himfelf  Secretary  of  State. 
In  October ^  iy6i.     He  removed  Mr.  Pi//,  and  took 

in  a  new  fet  of  men. 
In  May y  1762.     He  quarrelled  with  the  Duke  of 

Newcaftk^  and  fet  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 

Treafury. 
In  OElober^  1762.     He  removed  Mr.  Grenville^  and 

entrufted  the  condu6l  of  affairs  v/ith  Mr.  Fox, 
In  Jpril,  1763.     He  refigned  in   favour  of  Mr. 

Grenville^  the  Earls  of  Halifax  and  Sandwich, 
In  Jiigufi,  17^3-     He  advifed  the   fending  to  Mr; 

Pitt,  and  negotiated  with  him  a  change,  which, 

however,  did  not  take  place. 
In  M^y,  1765.     He  advifed  the  making  frefh  of- 
fers to  Mr*  Fitty    which  were  confidered  to  be 

irtadmiffibk. 
In  July^  ^7^5'     He  procured  the  difmiffion  of  Mr. 

Grenvilk^  the  D.  of  Bedford^  and  their  friends, 

and  advifed  the  appointment  of  the  Marquis  of 

Rockingham^  with  a  new  let  of  men. 
In  July ^  ly 66,     He  difplaced  the  M.  of  i?;?^^/;/^- 

ham^  and  advifed  the  fending  again  for  Mr.  /V//, 

who  was  now  created  ELarl  o{ Chatham. 
In  1767,  He  gave  the  reins  to  the  Duke  of  Graf- 

im.  and  obliged  Lord  Chatham  to  refign. 
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